CASA DE LA INDIA

“Casa de la India” (India House in Spain) was constituted as a foundation in
Valladolid, Spain in March 2003, with the Republic of India, through the Embassy
of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council, and the University of Valladolid as its
founding entities and patrons and with the support of the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR). As the only centre of its kind in Spain and the third in
Europe after London and Berlin, Casa de la India and is a focal point for Indian
culture and bilateral relations between India and Spain.

C/ Puente Colgante 13
47007 Valladolid -SpainTel. +34 983 228 711
Fax +34 983 226 542
info@casadelaindia.org

www.casadelaindia.org
Opening times: Monday - Friday
(except Monday afternoons and holidays)
10 - 14 h & 17 - 20 h

Inaugurated in November 2006, Casa de la India has its headquarters in an early
twentieth-century building with oriental motifs that is located in the heart of the
city. The centre has a library, classrooms where Hindi classes, courses, workshops
and seminars are given, and the Ravi Shankar Auditorium exhibition hall and
multifunctional assembly hall with a seating capacity of 120 people, where
lectures, film screenings, performing arts and music performances etc. take place.
Casa de la India’s activities focus on three areas: culture, education and
cooperation and enterprise. Apart from its cultural programme, which includes a
wide range of artistic displays for all types of audiences, Casa de la India, through
its training programmes and cooperation and enterprise related activities, hopes
to increase awareness in Spain of the economic and scientific-technological
potential of India and so facilitate greater exchange between the civil societies
of both countries.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

On the left the structure of the original building at the beginning of the 20th century and on the right, as at present, the head office after renovation.
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OBJECTIVES

ACTIVITIES

•	Cover the new cultural, social, academic,
institutional and economic needs of the 21st
century in the relations between India and Spain.

CulturE
|

•	The promotion and dissemination of Indian
culture from its base in Valladolid, as well as
the organisation of cultural, institutional and
educational activities to this end.
•	Facilitate interchange and dialogue between the
nations of Spain and India in order to achieve
a greater level of cooperation and mutual
understanding.
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•	Serve as a centre of documentation and
cooperation between university members and
other academic institutions specialised in Indian
studies.
•	Facilitate
cooperation
between
business
companies, chambers of commerce, universities
and R&D centres of Spain and India.
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•	Provide a gateway to India for the general public
through the organisation of cultural activities, the
arts, scientific meetings, academic courses and
business seminars.
•	To collaborate with the Indian Embassy in Spain
and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations in
cultural activities and programmes.
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 he aim of the regular programming of Casa
T
de la India is the promotion and diffusion
of the diverse traditional and contemporary
artistic expressions of India: dance, theatre,
music, literature, photography, plastic arts,
cinema, documentaries, fashion, etc. With this
programme, Casa de la India hopes to present
up to date events which reflect a multicultural,
dynamic society in continuous transformation.
 rogramme of Exchanges and Artists’
P
Residencies: Casa de la India annually invites
outstanding Indian artists (in the fields of
theatre, music, dance, the plastic arts, cinema
and video documentaries) for short and
medium term residencies in Spain with the aim
of carrying out joint production projects with
Spanish artists.
 he India Festival: One of the main events
T
organised as part of this festival which has
been held biannually since 2004 is the Music
and Performing Arts Festival which includes
performances, workshops and lectures. The
India Festival is organised in collaboration with
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
and the Ministry of Culture of the Government of
India as well as other national and international
entities.

 alasangam, Permanent Performing Arts and
K
Music Seminar: The theoretical-practical nature
of the Kalasangam courses allows students and
professional the opportunity to become familiar
with the essentials of Indian performing arts and
music, and to be able to embark on further study
in any of the dance and music disciplines that
are offered (Kathakali, Bharata Natyam, Kathak,

Odissi, Bollywood and Bhangra, sitar, song,
tabla and percussion, martial arts etc.) through
regular courses as well as master classes.
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EDUCATION
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 eminars and Lectures: The growing interest
S
in India in present day Spanish society makes it
necessary to develop a deeper knowledge of the
social, cultural and economic realities of India.
Conscious of the demand for courses related to
India and its culture, society and history, Casa
de la India organises multidisciplinary seminars
and lectures for professionals, students and
members of the general public, given by visiting
experts and in collaboration with various
national and international organisations.
 cademic Courses: Casa de la India collaborates
A
with the University of Valladolid and its Centre
for Asian Studies in promoting Indian studies in
Spain. Within the framework of Asian Studies,
which are playing a growing role in Spanish
Universities, the aim of the courses and seminars
organised by Casa de la India is to strengthen
both the studies of classical India as well as
studies of contemporary India and its modern
languages.
 indi Language Courses with the support of
H
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
of the Government of India. Regular courses in
Hindi, recognised by the University of Valladolid
Language Centre, are organised in collaboration
with the Centre for Asian Studies of the
University of Valladolid. The courses are taught
by native teachers holding the ICCR Hindi Chair
at the University of Valladolid. These courses are
aimed at university students and members of
the general public interested in learning one of
the most important languages in the world and
in widening their knowledge of Indian culture.
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Escuela de la India (India School) is an
educational programme about India for
children and youngsters based on diversity
and multicultural learning. It presents different
subjects regarding traditional and contemporary
India by means of games and dynamics,
readings, painting, audio visual activities,
music, dance, theatre, etc. The Escuela de la
India is, therefore, an initiative which promotes
intercultural dialogue and offers a point of
contact with the values of the traditional
"gurukulam" educational system of India
inspired by Rabindranath Tagore’s theories.
 cholarships: Casa de la India offers regular
S
information about ICCR scholarships for
university graduates ("Indo-Spanish Exchange
Programme," "ICCR Scheme" etc.) and about
Spanish lectureship programmes in India as well
as other programmes.

LIBRARY
Casa de la India’s Library specialises in
information about India. On the one hand, the
library’s function is one of support for the Casa de
la India’s educational and cultural activities, and,
on the other, to encourage public access and use of
the materials available. Similarly, as a specialised
resource centre, its aim is to serve as a forum for
university members and researchers at a national
level. The library collection is thematically and
linguistically varied, with documents in Spanish,
English, and Hindi as well as in other Indian
languages. All fields of learning are covered, from
literary fiction to cinema and music.
Casa de la India is also home to the "José
Paz Tagore Library", one of the world’s most
important private collections on Rabindranath
Tagore, donated by collector José Paz, of about
20,000 volumes in many different languages
including numerous first editions in Bengali as
well as in many of the major European languages.

COOPERATION AND ENTERPRISE
Through the organization and active participation
in various forums for civil society dialogue
between Spain and India, Casa de la India provides
a framework for permanent cooperation with
multi-disciplinary meetings of representatives
of the main sectors that play a priority role in
this dialogue. One such pioneering initiative was
the implementation of a cooperation agreement
between Casa de la India, Casa Asia and the
Indian Council of World Affairs which resulted in
the Spain-India Dialogue Forum, held for the first
time in December 2005.
The aim of these platforms is to analyse the
strategies and means of encouraging the
development of relations and cooperation
between Spain and India.
Business community: In the area of business,
Casa de la India aims to facilitate encounters
between enterprises, the Spanish and Indian
Chambers of Commerce and the various bodies
of society: private institutions, associations,
universities and research centres. This activity
will be concentrating on various interrelated
programmes:

· Organisation of short programmes and courses
for entrepreneurs as well as a scheme for
internships in companies and specific courses
aimed at undergraduate students of business
studies, economics, etc. in collaboration with
the University of Valladolid.

· Initiatives to facilitate collaboration agreements
between enterprises, universities and research
centres in Spain and India.

· Promotion of visits and networking meetings
which facilitate the establishment of contacts,
cooperation and business relations between
different institutions.

www.casadelaindia.org

