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PRESENTATION

2019 has been a very special year for India and Casa de la India in particular. Throughout the 

year the world has commemorated the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, father of the 

Indian nation born on October 2, 1869 in Porbandar, Gujarat. Casa de la India, in collaboration with its 

institutional patrons, the Embassy of India, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the City 

Council of Valladolid and the University of Valladolid, and other collaborating entities, organised a wide 

range of activities to celebrate the figure of Gandhi, an emblematic leader who led India to Independence 

by rejecting armed struggle and preaching and practicing satyagraha ("soul force") and non-violent civil 

disobedience or ahimsa. 

A pacifist, political thinker and lawyer, Gandhi was undoubtedly one of the most respected and 

influential universal figures of the 20th century and today continues to attract enormous interest 

from the academic, cultural and political spheres. For this reason, the special programme of activities 

designed by Casa de la India has been of a transversal nature, with institutional, academic and cultural 

events, as well as specific contents aimed at school audiences. 

In the institutional field, the visit paid by Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, President of the Indian Council 

for Cultural Relations (ICCR) to Spain on 2nd and 3rd October was particularly relevant. During these 

two days he participated in various commemorative events and was able to visit Casa de la India, of 

whose Foundation ICCR is a patron. The President of ICCR, with the rank of Minister of State, decided 

to celebrate in Spain such an important date for the Indian nation, attending on 2nd October, the day 

of the anniversary (Gandhi Jayanti), the inauguration in Madrid of the exhibition "Gandhi: My life is my 

message", organized by the Embassy of India and Casa de la India in collaboration with the City Council 

of Madrid and Spain-India Council Foundation. Accompanied by the Ambassador of India, Sanjay Verma, 

the President of the ICCR travelled to Valladolid on 3rd October to visit Casa de la India and learn first-

hand about the functioning, as well as the objectives and specific contents, of this centre which has 

become a model for India's cultural diplomacy abroad.

Among the different institutional events in homage to Gandhi that took place in Valladolid in 

collaboration with the Embassy of India, we may highlight the celebration of "World Environment Day" 

on 5th June  in the symbolic Peace Park, where the statue of Gandhi donated by the government of India 

in 2001 was erected and which also hosted this year for the first time the "International Yoga Day", as 

well as the organization in the Campo Grande Park of the "Bicycle Day" on 23rd June, celebrated this 

year in homage to the Mahatma.

The main commemorative event of the year was the celebration held on the 150th anniversary 

(2nd October) in front of the Gandhi statue in the Peace Park with the presence of more than 500 

schoolchildren, teachers, neighbours and authorities, in a program which included Gandhi songs and 

readings of speeches by the schoolchildren, as well as a bansuri flute recital. It was an unforgettable 

anniversary celebration for those attending that day dedicated to the guru of non-violence. And although 

it has already become a regular event since the United Nations declared 2nd October "International Day 

of Non-Violence", this birthday of the Mahatma will undoubtedly leave very special memories for the 

many participants.
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On the other hand, among the commemorative events in the cultural sphere that had a larger 

projection at a national level, it is worth mentioning the itinerant exhibition "Gandhi: My Life is My 

Message", with iconic photographs selected and restored from the most relevant archives about the 

Indian leader, and which was exhibited in Valladolid (Casa de la India), San Lorenzo de El Escorial 

(Casa de Cultura) and Madrid (Casa de la Panadería) between the months of May and October. This 

exhibition, which served as an introduction to the life and work of such a singular historical figure, 

was complemented by a monographic series of lectures and talks on Gandhi by renowned experts and 

academics from India and Spain, as well as a special series of films and documentaries dedicated to his 

figure. And for the youngest audience, a contest of speeches about Gandhi aimed at children and young 

people was organized, challenging the participants to synthesize in 90 seconds the main ideas of his 

message of peace. 

All this without leaving aside the series of music and performing arts by prominent guest artists, as 

well as the programming of master classes coordinated under the LAB India of Performing Arts of Casa 

de la India with masters of diverse traditions and artistic disciplines.

On the other hand, the Escuela de la India (India School), the intercultural educational program 

of intercultural of Casa de la India with a long trajectory, this year brought the message and values of 

the Mahatma to numerous schools and institutes of Valladolid and Castilla y León, reaching with its 

educational and artistic activities more than 4500 students of public and private schools with numerous 

activities of a participatory nature.

And finally, in the area of cooperation, important initiatives were carried out in the film and tourism 

sector, within the framework of FITUR and with the collaboration of the Spain Film Commission, Incredibe 

India and Air India, to promote film tourism with Indian and Spanish film production companies.

The cooperation program with Ahmedabad, the twin city of Valladolid, was also strengthened with 

the visit of the Municipal Commissioner, Vijay Nehra, to Valladolid in autumn to launch new projects 

related to tourism and smart cities, as well as with the exchange programs of school and university 

students that have been successfully carried out throughout the year with educational centres in that 

city. 

Precisely in the month of November, the Vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid and 

President of Casa de la India, Antonio Largo Cabrerizo, was invited by the Indian Council for Cultural 

Relations (ICCR) to India to intensify academic relations with universities and educational centres in 

New Delhi, Kolkata and Ahmedabad, the main city in the state of Gujarat. 

What a privilege it was for visitors from distant lands, such as Valladolid, whether they were young 

schoolchildren, academics or authorities, to be able to visit the modest Gandhi ashram on the Sabarmati 

River in Ahmedabad in the year of his 150th anniversary! …For, when we take off our shoes to step 

on the porch of what was once his humble hut and sit before his charkha spinning wheel, symbol of 

transformation and of the power of the individual, we all become equals. Such is the power of the 

Mahatma, "the Great Soul."

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín  
Director
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127 EVENTS

44 LECTURES, WORKSHOPS AND ROUNDTABLES

31 PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC SHOWS

23 FILM SCREENINGS

21 ACTIVITIES ON THE OCCASION OF THE  
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAHATMA GANDHI

4 EXHIBITIONS

82 ARTISTS, EXPERTS AND LECTURERS

17 BUSINESS VISITS 

18.496 ATTENDEES

IN THE FOLLOWING CITIES:

VALLADOLID, MADRID, LEÓN, PALENCIA, LANZAROTE, SEGOVIA,  

SAN LORENZO DE EL ESCORIAL, NEW DELHI, KOLKATA, CALICUT,  

MADRAS, AHMEDABAD, PRAYAGRAJ, SANTINIKETAN.

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 2019
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF MAHATMA GANDHI 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

WITH THE COLLABORATION OF  

EMERITUS FRIENDS

JULIO JUBERÍAS • VISWANATHAN ANAND • JOSÉ PAZ

PRESIDENT  OF THE COUNCIL OF HONOUR

PRINCESA IRENE DE GRECIA

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF HONOUR

RATAN TATA
ZUBIN MEHTA

SUKANYA SHANKAR

COUNCIL OF HONOUR 
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INSTITUTIONAL

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA 
FOUNDATION

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA FOUNDATION IN 2019
The Board of Trustees of the Casa de la India Foundation met at the Casa de la India headquarters on 28th 
March and 28th October 2019. The Board of Trustees, made up of representatives from the Embassy of 
India in Spain, the Valladolid City Council, the University of Valladolid and the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations (ICCR), is the highest governing body that governs the Fundación Casa de la India. It is composed 
of a president, a vice-president and vocal members. The presidency is rotating, being exercised successively 
by the mayor president of the City Council of Valladolid and by the vice-chancellor of the University of 
Valladolid. 

The composition of the Board of Trustees has changed during 2019: at the Board meeting of 28th March 
Akhilesh Mishra, director general of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), took over as a member 
of the Board of Trustees in place of Riva Ganguly Das, former director general of the ICCR.

1. 

1.1. 

Consequently, the composition of the Board of Trustees at the last Board meeting in 2019 (28 October) was 
as follows:

PRESIDENT

Antonio Largo Cabrerizo

Vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid

VICE PRESIDENT

Oscar Puente Santiago

Mayor of Valladolid City Council

MEMBERS

Sanjay Verma

Ambassador of India to Spain

Akhilesh Mishra

Director-General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)

Ana María Carmen Redondo García

Councillor for Culture and Tourism, Valladolid City Council

Paloma Castro Prieto

Pro-Vice-chancellor of Internationalisation, University of Valladolid

SECRETARY

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín 

Director of Casa de la India 
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COUNCIL OF HONOUR
The Council of Honour of Casa de la India is composed of relevant personalities and institutions, with 
honorary and consultative functions, to serve the aims of the foundation. H.R.H. Princess Irene of Greece 
holds the presidency of the Council of Honour. Among the distinguished members of the Council of Honour 
in 2019 are Indian businessman Ratan Tata, Maestro Zubin Mehta and Sukanya Shankar, widow of musician 
Ravi Shankar, who was a member of the Council of Honour until his demise in 2012. 

PRESIDENT

H.R.H. Princess Irene of Greece

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF HONOUR

Ratan Tata 
Zubin Mehta 
Sukanya Shankar

FRIENDS AND BOARD OF FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA 
INDIA
The Board of Friends of Casa de la India is an instrument that aims to promote and support cultural and 
educational actions, as well as to stimulate business initiatives and cooperation between Spain and India. 
In addition to facilitating interaction with people interested in the culture and society of India, the Friends 
of Casa de la India can be in touch with the daily life of our organization and participate in regular activities 
and special events availing of a series of advantages.

FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
One of the main purposes of Casa de la India is to offer all its visitors services that cater to their interests 
and needs. For a better use of its activities and services, all visitors are offered the possibility of becoming 
Friends of Casa de la India through an annual contribution that allows them to enjoy benefits and discounts 
and receive regular information about all the activities organized by the centre. 

BOARD OF FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
The Board of Friends of Casa de la India is defined in the Statutes of the Foundation. It has the role of 
collaborating with the Foundation in relation to its objectives and goals and may propose activities. The 
rules of the Board of Friends provide for the following types of members:

• Benefactor Friends 
• Protective Friends
• Collaborating Friends
• Friends by merit

The Board of Friends of Casa de la India includes the following Friends by merit: filmmaker Fernando 
Colomo, film producer Beatriz de la Gándara, businessman Julio Juberías, chess player Viswanathan 
Anand and Professor José Paz.

1.2.	

1.3. 
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INSTITUTIONAL EVENTS
Casa de la India offers a platform for collaboration and cooperation between institutions to achieve a 
greater knowledge of India in Spain and contribute to bilateral relations in the multiple areas of work. As an 
entity created by three public patrons, the Republic of India through its Embassy in Spain, the City Council 
of Valladolid and the University of Valladolid, the institutional activity is one of its foundational objectives. 

COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS TO CELEBRATE THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF 
MAHATMA GANDHI 
In 2019 the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi (born on 2nd October 1869) has been 
commemorated worldwide. Casa de la India in collaboration with its patrons, the Embassy of India, the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the City Council of Valladolid and the University of Valladolid, 
and other collaborating entities, organized a wide range of activities to remember the figure of Gandhi, 
leader of the India`s Independence movement, who rejected the armed struggle and preached ahimsa 
(non-violence). Among the commemorative events of an institutional nature, we can highlight the 
following:

EXHIBITION "GANDHI: MY LIFE IS MY MESSAGE"
VALLADOLID, SAN LORENZO DE EL ESCORIAL AND MADRID

This exhibition on the Indian leader showed 58 iconic photographs chosen from the 25,000 that make up 
the two most important archives on Gandhi, that of his nephew Kanu Gandhi and that of his biographer 
Vithalbhai K. Jhaveri from Mumbai, and which have been restored by the Gandhiserve Foundation and the 
Casa Encendida.

The exhibition, curated by Cristina Carrillo de Albornoz, was held in three venues throughout 2019 with the 
support of the Embassy of India and other entities: in the Casa de la India, Valladolid, from 9th May to 13th  
June in collaboration with the Valladolid City Council and the University of Valladolid; in the Casa de 
Cultura of San Lorenzo de el Escorial from 10th to 17th July in collaboration with the El Escorial City Council; 
and from 3rd to 13th October in the Casa de la Panadería (Sala de Bóvedas) in Madrid, in collaboration with 
the Madrid City Council and the Spain-India Council Foundation.

The inauguration on 9th May at Casa de la India was attended by, among other authorities and special 
guests, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid and President of the Casa de la India Foundation, 

1.4.
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Antonio Largo; the Ambassador of India to Spain, Sanjay Verma, the Councillors for Mobility and Urban 

Space, and for Culture and Tourism of the City Council of Valladolid, Luis Velez and Maria Carmen Redondo, 

respectively; the Secretary General of the Spain-India Council Foundation, Carlos Morales, the Director of 

Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, and the curator of the exhibition, Cristina Carrillo, who gave a guided 

tour for the media and the attending public.

On the other hand, on 10th July, the Ambassador of India in Spain, Sanjay Verma, inaugurated the exhibition 

"Gandhi: My life is my message", at the Casa de Cultura of San Lorenzo de El Escorial. The Ambassador was 

received by the Mayor, Carlota López, and the Councillor for Culture, Enrique París, together with other 

members of the local government and the municipal corporation, as well as by the Director of the Summer 

Courses of San Lorenzo de El Escorial of the Complutense University of Madrid, Manuel Álvarez Junco. 

On 2nd October, the day of the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, the exhibition was 

inaugurated in the Sala de Bóvedas of the Casa de la Panadería in Madrid in an institutional event with the 

participation of the President of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, the 

Ambassador of India to Spain, Sanjay Verma, the Councillor for Culture, Tourism and Sport of the Madrid 

City Council, Andrea Levy, the Secretary of State for Trade, Xiana Méndez, the President of the Spain-India 

Council Foundation, Juan Ignacio Entrecanales, the Mayor of the Valladolid City Council, Óscar Puente, the 

Pro-Vice-chancellor of Internationalisation of the University of Valladolid, Paloma Castro, and the Director 

of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, among others.

ECOLOGICAL TRIBUTE TO MAHATMA GANDHI ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
5 JUNE, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID

Coinciding with the "World Environment Day", the Embassy of India in Spain, Casa de la India and the City 

Council of Valladolid organized an ecological tribute to Mahatma Gandhi with a ceremony in which two 

trees were planted next to the statue of Mahatma Gandhi in the Peace Park of Valladolid, which proudly 

houses one of the first statues of Gandhi in Spain installed in 2001. This symbolic act was attended by 

Madan Singh Bhandari, Counsellor of the Embassy of India; Ana Redondo, Counsellor of Culture and 

Tourism of the City Council of Valladolid, Jeeva María Joy, Cultural Attaché of the Embassy of India; 

Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, and seventy students of the IES Arca Real.

BICYCLE DAY IN HOMAGE TO GANDHI
23 JUNE, VALLADOLID

Casa de la India and the Embassy of India collaborated, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the birth 

of Mahatma Gandhi, in the second edition of "Bicycle Day", organized by "El Norte de Castilla" newspaper 

with the City Council of Valladolid and other entities. Participants were given commemorative T-shirts with 

the anniversary logo, as well as book sets.



15

INSTITUTIONAL ANNUAL REPORT

2019

CELEBRATION OF GANDHI JAYANTI IN THE PEACE PARK OF VALLADOLID
2 OCTOBER, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID

To celebrate the "150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi" on 2nd October, which is also the date 
on which the "International Day of Non-Violence" (established by the United Nations to honour Gandhi is 
celebrated every year), more than 500 young students gathered around the statue of Mahatma Gandhi in 
the emblematic park of Peace in Valladolid. They paid homage to the figure of Gandhi with different 
activities such as a floral offering, the interpretation of the song "Vaishnav Jana To" by the choir of the I. 
E.S. Condesa Eylo High School, a dance performance with more than 200 students from the I.E.S. Arca Real 
High School and speeches on peace and non-violence by students representing educational centres in 
Valladolid.

This tribute to Mahatma Gandhi was attended by Oscar Puente, Mayor of Valladolid, Antonio Largo, Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Valladolid and President of the Casa de la India Foundation, Madan Singh 
Bhandari, Counsellor of the Embassy of India, Paloma Castro, Pro-Vice-chancellor of Internationalisation of 
the University of Valladolid, Ana Redondo, Councillor for Culture and Tourism of the Valladolid City Council, 
María Victoria Soto, Councillor for Education of the Valladolid City Council, as well as representatives of 
different neighbourhood associations in the city. The representatives of the various institutions participated 
in the floral offering and dedicated a few words in homage to the Mahatma.

To conclude the celebration and to close the event, a bansuri flute concert was given by the Indian flutist 
Rupak Kulkarni, sponsored by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations of the Government of India.

PRESENTATION OF THE STAMP COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF GANDHI
2 OCTOBER, EMBASSY OF INDIA, MADRID

On the day of the celebration of the 150th anniversary 
of Gandhi's birth, the commemorative stamp made for 
the occasion was presented at the Embassy of India. 
The ceremony was attended by the President of the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations, Vinay 
Sahasrabuddhe; the Ambassador of India in Spain, 
Sanjay Verma; the Director of Casa de la India, 
Guillermo Rodríguez; the Director of Philately of 
CORREOS (Spanish Postal Services), Modesto Fraguas; 
and the designer of the stamp, Paula Lopez-Berges.

COMMEMORATIVE MESSAGE ON VALLADOLID MUNICIPAL BUSES
2 OCTOBER 

As a symbolic gesture and to publicise the event of one of the most recognised historical leaders in the 
world, during the whole day of the 2nd of October the City Council of Valladolid included on the screens of 
the AUVASA municipal buses a message commemorating the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma 
Gandhi.
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MAHATMA GANDHI SPEECH COMPETITION AND AWARDS CEREMONY  
10 DECEMBER, VALLADOLID

As part of the activities that have been organized to celebrate the 150th anniversary, there have also been 
initiatives for young people to spread the message of nonviolence through the word, and that is why Casa 
de la India and the Embassy of India in collaboration with Air India and DIVA India Travels organised the 
"Mahatma Gandhi Speech Contest" aimed at young people under 25 years. The contest was convened on 
September 10 and the awards ceremony took place in Valladolid on December 10. The Ambassador of India 
to Spain, Sanjay Verma, the Councillor for Culture and Tourism of the City Council of Valladolid, Ana 
Redondo, the Director of the International Strategy Area of the University of Valladolid, Elena Gonzalez-
Cascos, and the Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, were in charge of presenting the awards 
at the headquarters of Casa de la India: a Kindle for the category "Gandhi" (under 18 years old) and a trip to 
India (Golden Triangle, Delhi, Agra and Jaipur, and visit to the Gandhi ashram in Ahmedabad) for the 
category "Mahatma" (between 18 and 25 years old).

OTHER INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
CELEBRATION OF PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIVA (DAY OF THE INDIAN DIASPORA)
12 JANUARY, VALLADOLID

After several successful celebrations of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, Day of the Diaspora, in Madrid, the 
Embassy celebrated this date for the first time in Valladolid, which is home to more than one hundred 
Indian families who have integrated harmoniously with the Spanish community. Valladolid also has several 
Spanish families who have adopted children from India. One of the main objectives of the celebration of 
Diaspora Day in Valladolid was to reach out through the Regional Association of Adoptive Families of 
Castilla y León to this group of families and children, and especially to recognize the unique bond that 
these children personify between Spain and India.

The event, held at the Vicente Escudero Civic Dance Centre in Valladolid, began with the traditional lighting 
of the lamp with María Victoria Soto, Councillor for Education, Children and Equality of the Valladolid City 
Council, followed by a welcome speech by Sanjay Verma, Ambassador of India in Spain, and the 
presentation of a promotional video commemorating the 150th Anniversary of Gandhi that includes the 
version of Mahatma Gandhi's favourite song "Vaishnav Jan To Tene Kahiye Je", performed by the IES 

1.5.	
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Condesa Eylo Alfonso High School choir.  In this event, the occasion was also used to congratulate Ignacio 
Becoechea, director of the Choir, and a representation of the artists who performed this song. The 
speeches that completed the ceremony wwere given by representatives of the Regional Association of 
Adoptive Families of Castilla y León and the Indian community in Valladolid represented through the Indian 
Cultural Association in Castilla y León. The event ended with a dance demonstration by the students of the 
Kalasangam courses of Casa de la India and a performance by a group of young members of the Indian 
community in Valladolid.

INVITATION TO THE KUMBH MELA, THE LARGEST PILGRIMAGE OF HUMANITY IN THE WORLD
FROM 21 TO 23 FEBRUARY, NEW DELHI AND PRAYAGRAJ

In this edition of Kumbh Mela 2019 the Indian government invited 182 delegates from all over the world. 
Spain was represented by David Rodríguez Gómez, head of programming and communication at Casa de la 
India, who shared this experience with delegates from 181 other countries from around the world from 21st 

to 23rd February. As part of the programme organised by ICCR, he attended the official events in New Delhi 
and Prayagraj, as well as the meeting with the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Pravasi Bhartiya 
Kendra, where the Indian Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj and the President of ICCR Vinay Sahasrabuddhe 
were also present.

On Monday 4th March Kumbh Mela 2019 ended after 55 days, with the attendance of millions of pilgrims 
and the special invitation this year of the Government of India to all countries of the world. Kumbh Mela 
(the Feast of the Sacred Pitcher) is the largest public gathering and the greatest collective act of faith in 
the world. According to Hindu mythology it originated when a few drops of a jar (kumbh) of the immortal 
nectar, for which gods and demons fought, fell in the cities of Allahabad, Nasik, Haridwar and Ujjain. The 
Mela attracts tens of millions of pilgrims over the course of approximately 50 days to bathe and wash away 
their sins at the sacred confluence of the Ganges, the Yamuna and the mystical Saraswati. Mainly this 
congregation includes ascetics, saints and pilgrims from all walks of life, and is celebrated four times over 
12 years. 

MEETING WITH THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF INDIA, SUSHMA SWARAJ 
18 FEBRUARY, MADRID

India's Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj visited Spain from 18th to 20th February. On 18th February, the 
Embassy of India organized a meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs at the Hotel Villa Magna in 
Madrid. The meeting was attended by diplomats, representatives of the Indian community in Spain and the 
Director of Casa de la India was also invited.

As part of this meeting, an exhibition of art and dance and music recitals was organized: Bharata Natyam 
classical dance by Monica de la Fuente (Lab-India of Performing Arts of Casa de la India) from Valladolid, 
Kathak classical dance by Shreyashee Nag, and singing by Natalia Mota (Drama School of Castilla y León), 
who performed the song "Vaishnav Jan To Bhajan" in Gujarati language in homage to Gandhi.
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On 19th February Minister Sushma Swaraj was received at the headquarters of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, European Union and Cooperation, by Minister Josep Borrell, with whom she analysed some of the 
most important issues on the bilateral and international agenda. Likewise, during this meeting Josep 
Borrell awarded Sushma Swaraj the Grand Cross of the Order of Civil Merit for her support to Spain and to 
the Spanish citizens who were affected by the earthquake in Nepal in April 2015.

ICCR FOUNDATION DAY 
9 APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA

Casa de la India hosted the celebration of ICCR Foundation Day. ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), 
created on 9th April 1950 by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, India's first Minister of Education. The objectives of 
ICCR are to participate actively in the formulation and implementation of policies and programmes relating 
to India's external cultural relations; to encourage and strengthen cultural relations and mutual 
understanding between India and other countries; to promote cultural exchanges with other countries and 
peoples; and to develop relations with nations. The Indian Council for Cultural Relations is part of the Board 
of Trustees of Casa de la India, together with the Embassy of India, the University of Valladolid and the City 
Council of Valladolid.

From 2019 the Government of India has decided to celebrate 9th April as "ICCR Foundation Day". For this 
purpose Casa de la India together with the Embassy of India organized a celebration that included the 
presentation of the second edition of the book "Sangita and Natya. Music and Performing Arts of India" 
(edited by the University of Valladolid), talks and live demonstrations of dance and music of India by its 
authors, the Professor of Musicology at the University of Valladolid Enrique Cámara, as well as the dancer 
Mónica de la Fuente, the musician and professor of music Ignacio Corral and the professor of music María 
G. Legido, who were granted Ischolarships in the past for their artistic and professional development. The 
celebration was attended by the Ambassador of India, Sanjay Verma, the Pro-Vice-chancellor of 
Internationalisation of the University of Valladolid, Paloma Castro, and the Director of Casa de la India, 
Guillermo Rodríguez.

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY  
21 JUNE, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID

Since the year 2014 when the General Assembly of the United Nations, at the proposal of India, established 
"International Yoga Day" with a record approval of 175 member states, many cities have joined worldwide 
to celebrate this day. To commemorate the "International Yoga Day" in Valladolid, Casa de la India, with the 
support of the Indian Embassy and the Valladolid City Council, is organizing since then during the third 
week of June a series of activities related to the promotion of this practice and philosophy.
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On Friday, 21st June 2019, the "International Day of Yoga" was celebrated around the world for the fifth 
consecutive year and Valladolid once again joined this celebration with a yoga master class. On this 
occasion, to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, the celebration took 
place in the Peace Park, where the statue of Gandhi is located in Valladolid, one of the three in Spain, in 
addition to ones in the Canary Islands and Madrid. The event consisted of a mantra chant, the yoga master 
class, a meditative dance and ended with the concert "Yoga Music Experience".

The events of the fifth celebration of the "International Yoga Day" in Valladolid were organized by Casa de 
la India, the City Council of Valladolid, the Ministry of Ayush of the Government of India, the Embassy of 
India, Alaya Espacio Yoga, Nadir Development Center, La Sonrisa del corazón, Nim Yoga Creativo and 
Karma Yoga, with the collaboration of Air India and Rituals Valladolid.

CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE DAY  
15 AUGUST, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID  

On 15th August the Peace Park of Valladolid witnessed the celebration of "India's Independence Day". 
Members of the Indian community of Valladolid gathered next to the sculpture of Mahatma Gandhi to pay 
tribute with a floral offering to the father of the Indian nation. The Indian Cultural Association in Castilla y 
León organized this event in which the Indian community highlighted Gandhi's principles of non-violence 
and paid tribute to all those who gave their lives for India's independence. The Association that represents 
the Indian community in Castilla y León, mostly from the state of Kerala in southern India, organizes 
different cultural activities and provides a support network, not only for its members, but also for other 
Indian immigrants that arrive in Valladolid.

VISIT OF A DELEGATION FROM INDIA HOUSE OF LEUVEN, BELGIUM 
22 AUGUST, VALLADOLID

On 22nd August the Director of India House Leuven, Geert Robberechts and the Head of the Department of 
Economics and Trade of the City of Louvain, Patricia Schoolmeesters, paid a working visit to Casa de la 
India. This visit took place within the framework of the collaboration agreement between the two centers 
to study different ways of collaboration in the fields of culture, education and business. India House Leuven 
was created by the City of Leuven and the University KU Leuven in 2014, inspired by the Casa de la India in 
Valladolid as a model.

Following this visit to Casa de la India, the Belgian representatives met in the City Hall of Valladolid with the 
Director of the Area of Culture and Tourism of the City Council of Valladolid, Juan Manuel Guimerans, and 
the Director of the Area of Innovation of the City Council of Valladolid, Rosa Huertas, to analyze possible 
cooperation projects in the field of intelligent cities, innovation and economic development. 
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VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE ICCR  
2 AND 3 OCTOBER, MADRID AND VALLADOLID

The President of the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, visited Spain on 2nd 
and 3rd October on the occasion of the celebrations of the 150th anniversary of the birth of Gandhi. This 
high-level representative of the Government of India, with the rank of Minister of State, decided to 
celebrate such an important date for the Indian nation in Spain, attending on 2nd October, Gnadhi`s 
birthday (Gandhi Jayanti), the inauguration in Madrid of the exhibition "Gandhi: My life is my message", 
organized by the Embassy of India and Casa de la India in collaboration with the City Council of Madrid and 
Spain-India Council Foundation in the Casa de la Panadería, Plaza Mayor, Madrid. 

On 3rd October the President of ICCR  visited the city of Valladolid where he was received at the Casa de la 
India by the Mayor of Valladolid, Oscar Puente. In the historic building of Casa de la India, the President of 
ICCR, accompanied by the Ambassador of India and the Director of Casa de la India, was able to learn about 
the multipurpose facilities of the center, as well as its operation, contents and objectives. At the end of this 
visit, a presentation of the Annual Report of Activities 2018 (English version) took place, during which the 
President praised the Casa de la India Foundation as a model of management for Indian cultural centres 
and expressed the interest of the ICCR in being able to replicate it in other countries.

After the events in Casa de la India, the visit continued with a reception in the City Hall of Valladolid with 
the Mayor of the city, and a working meeting with the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, 
Antonio Largo, in the Santa Cruz Palace. The day's visit was completed with a conference entitled "The 
Legacy of Mahatma Gandhi" given by the President of ICCR to the students of the Faculty of Commerce of 
the University of Valladolid organised in collaboration with the CEA (Centre for Asian Studies) of the 
University, which hosts the ICCR Hindi Chair.
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VISIT OF A DELEGATION FROM THE AHMEDABAD CITY COUNCIL 
10 AND 11 OCTOBER, VALLADOLID

On 10th and 11th October two of the highest representatives of the Ahmedabad City Council, its Municipal 
Commissioner, Vijay Nehra, and the Chairman of its Standing Committee, Amul Bhatt, visited the city of 
Valladolid within the framework of the Twinning Protocol between the two cities and the 150th anniversary 
of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, with the aim of learning about the city's best practices in smart municipal 
services and innovation, among some areas of mutual interest. The two cities, which have been working on 
historical heritage and tourism management projects since 2008, signed a Twinning Protocol in 2017, 
which further established their relationship with the aim of collaborating in various sectors. The aim of this 
visit was to intensify cooperation and to draw up an action plan with joint activities for the year 2020.

The Indian delegation from the city of Ahmedabad travelled to Valladolid to visit its sister city in Castilla y 
Leon after a visit to Madrid, where the Madrid City Council presented its Smart City projects  with the 
collaboration of the Embassy of India, Spain-India Council Foundation and Casa de la India.

In Valladolid, the two representatives of Ahmedabad had the opportunity to visit Valladolid and its point of 
union with Valladolid, Casa de la India, which has been promoting the relationship between the two cities 
since 2008 through different cooperation projects in the field of heritage management and tourism.

The Mayor of Valladolid, Oscar Puente, received the delegation in the City Hall to welcome them to the city 
and to discuss the action plan of the Twinning Protocol for the year 2020, which aims to focus on the 
following areas: smart cities, urban planning and smart services, youth, tourism development, culture, 
conservation and sustainable management of historical and cultural heritage, education and training 
programs, the transfer and exchange of knowledge, entrepreneurship in the cultural heritage sector, 
among others.

Later, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid received the Indian delegation at the Santa Cruz 
Palace to analyze the various exchange programs of students and university experts in which the University 
of Valladolid collaborates with the University of Ahmedabad. The aim of this meeting was to inform about 
the latest developments in the activities with the University of Ahmedabad and to assess the expansion of 
the collaboration of the University of Valladolid with other educational centres in Ahmedabad. 

It should also be noted that this visit coincided with the exchange of secondary school students from the 
I.E.S. Condesa Eylo High School of Valladolid with the Mahatma Gandhi International School of Ahmedabad, 
through which secondary school students from the Valladolid school visited Ahmedabad from 6th to 15th 
October in the framework of the Twinning Action Plan between Valladolid and Ahmedabad. The Mayor of 
Ahmedabad welcomed the students upon their arrival in her city. During their visit, the Spanish students 
exchanged experiences with the students of Ahmedabad, got to know their culture and customs, and were 
also able to visit Mahatma Gandhi's ashram.
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VISIT TO INDIA OF THE VICE-CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID IN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF THE ICCR ACADEMIC VISITORS PROGRAM    
FROM 7 TO 16 NOVEMBER, NEW DELHI, AHMEDABAD AND KOLKATA  

In 2019 the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) invited the Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Valladolid and President of the Casa de La India Board of Trustees, Antonio Largo Cabrerizo, to India in the 
framework of the ICCR Academic Visitor Programme and on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the 
birth of Mahatma Gandhi. The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid visited India together with the 
Pro-Vice-chancellor of Internationalisation of the University of Valladolid, Paloma Castro, and the Director 
of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez. 

In New Delhi, the members of the delegation held meetings with the Director of the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations, Akhilesh Mishra, the Spanish Ambassador to India, José Ramón Barañano, the Director 
of the Delhi Cervantes Institute, Óscar Pujol, and the Dean of International Relations of the Delhi 
Technological University, Vishal Verma.

In Ahmedabad, a city twinned with Valladolid, meetings were organized with the municipal commissioner 
Vijay Nehra at the Municipal Coporration, and in the academic field with Anamik Shah, Vice-Chancellor of 
the Gujarat Vidyapith University, and with Pankaj Mishra, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ahmedabad, 
with which there is a very active collaboration agreement since 2010. The delegation was also able to visit 
Gandhi's Sabarmati Ashram, whose 150th anniversary was celebrated throughout 2019.

In Kolkata, academic relations were intensified during a day of work at Sister Nivedita Unversity with Vice-
Chancellor Ashoke Ranjany and the international relations team of Sister Nivedita University, the newest 
university of the Techno-India group, with whom the University of Valladolid signed a framework agreement 
in May. Finally, the trip ended in Santiniketan, a place of special relevance, where Rabindranath Tagore 
founded the Viswa Bharati University in 1921. 

PARTICIPATION IN THE EVENTS CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CERVANTES 
INSTITUTE IN NEW DELHI
9 NOVEMBER, NEW DELHI

The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid and President of the Board of Trustees of Casa de La 
India, Antonio Largo Cabrerizo, the Pro-Vice-chancellor of Internationalisation of the University of 
Valladolid, Paloma Castro, and the Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, participated in the 
events celebrating the 10th anniversary of the inauguration of the Instituto Cervantes in New Delhi. 

The Instituto Cervantes in the capital of India was inaugurated on November 11, 2009 and has now 
consolidated its position as a reference point for Spanish language teaching in Asia. It has more than 
5,000 students and exceeded 400,000 teaching hours in the previous academic year, a world record in the 
history of the Cervantes that reflects the growing interest in Spanish in India.
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On the same Saturday, 9th November, the “Day of Spanish” was celebrated in its headquarters with music 
and Latin American gastronomic dishes with the presence of numerous public, among students, teachers, 
academics, artists, diplomats and invited authorities. The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid 
and President of the Casa de la India Foundation participated in the main event of the celebration presented 
by the Director of the Cervantes Institute in New Delhi, Oscar Pujol, in which Akhilesh Mishra, the Director 
General of the ICCR, and Eduardo Sánchez Moreno, DCM, Embassy of India in Spain, also participated. After 
the institutional words, the dancer from Valladolid, specialist in Indian classical dance, Monica de la Fuente, 
offered a recital of Indian dance entitled "Bhakti", which integrates Indian devotional poetry, San Juan de 
la Cruz, José Ángel Valente and Chantal Maillard.

THE CASA DE LA INDIA IN THE FOUNDATION COUNCIL SPAIN-INDIA COUNCIL FOUNDATION 
Casa de la India has been part of the Spain-India Council Foundation as a patron since its creation in April 
2009. With the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, this Foundation works to 
promote relations of mutual interest between the civil societies of Spain and India, such as economic, 
commercial and business cooperation, as well as other cultural, scientific, civic, educational and 
environmental protection purposes. As a member of the council, Casa de la India participated in the two 
meetings of the Board of Trustees held in 2019 on 22nd May and 4th December at its headquarters in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. The meeting on 22nd May was attended by Fernando Martín-
Valenzuela Marzo, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. Bilateral relations, the celebration of the tenth 
anniversary of the Spain-India Council Foundation and the activity of the trustees related to India were the 
focus of the meeting of trustees.
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On the other hand, on 2nd and 3rd July, Valladolid welcomed the participants of the VII edition of the Indian 
Leaders Programme. The first stop of the Leaders during the course of the program in Valladolid was Casa 
de la India. The Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, who participated in the meeting of the 
Leaders with the patrons of the Spain-India Council Foundation at the Acciona headquarters in Madrid, 
accompanied the group on the journey between Madrid and Valladolid and showed them the facilities of 
Casa de la India.

During 2019 the Spain-India Council Foundation has also collaborated actively with Casa de la India in the 
commemoration of Mahatma Gandhi's 150th anniversary, particularly in the events related to the visit of 
the lecturer Mukul Kesavan to Segovia (Hay Festival) and Madrid (Diplomatic School) in September, and 
with the exhibition "Gandhi: My Life is my Message" in October in Valladolid and Madrid.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

SCHOLARSHIPS AND INTERNSHIPS AT CASA DE LA INDIA  
Throughout 2019, Casa de la India has participated in several scholarship programmes of various kinds. 
Casa de la India wants to work regularly with other institutions to carry out its objectives set out in its 
Statutes, for which it is necessary to have these scholarship programs offered by the various public 
administrations. The Casa de la India Foundation has participated during 2019 in the following programs:

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM, ENGLISH DEPARTMEMT, 
UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID 
This internship program was carried out under an agreement with the University of Valladolid with the aim 
of introducing students to the international and multilingual environment of Casa de la India - its methods, 
working techniques and organization as a practical complement to their studies. Casa de la India hosted a 
scholar in 2019 under this program.  

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM, DEGREE IN HISTORY AND SCIENCE OF MUSIC,  
UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
An internship program carried out under the agreement with the University of Valladolid, through which 
two students of the degree in History and Music Sciences of the University of Valladolid were able to enjoy 
an iternship at Casa de la India, and assist and collaborate in the organization of music and dance 
performances, conferences, master classes, the development of musical projects, cataloguing of musical 
documentation, etc.

SCHOLARSHIPS OF THE INDIAN COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS 
(ICCR) OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA  
Casa de la India informed about the scholarships offered by the Government of India through the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). These scholarships are aimed at Spanish students who wish to 
undertake university or postgraduate studies, as well as research programmes in universities and 
educational institutions in India. 

The address of the ICCR scholarship portal is: http://a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in/.

1.6.	

1.6.1.	

1.6.2.
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CULTURE
Casa de la India Foundation is dedicated to spreading the culture of India in Spain through diverse activities 
that include exhibitions, film cycles, literature and a wide section dedicated to Indian music and dance 
performances. In 2019, the celebration of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth was the main 
highlight, with a whole range of activities related to his figure and work. It is also worth mentioning the 
organisation of the second edition of IndiaIndie, an showcase of independent cinema from India, which was 
held in Valladolid and Madrid.

To carry out this cultural programme, Casa de la India has worked in collaboration with the Embassy of 
India in Spain and has received the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the City 
Council of Valladolid, the University of Valladolid and other cultural institutions of Spain, Europe and India.

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAHATMA GANDHI
EXHIBITION "GANDHI:MY LIFE IS MY MESSAGE"
FROM 9 MAY TO 13 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
FROM 10 TO 17 JULY, HOUSE OF CULTURE, SAN LORENZO DE EL ESCORIAL
FROM 3 TO 13 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA PANADERÍA (VAULT ROOM), MADRID

An exhibition on the Indian leader, which included 58 photographs chosen from the 25,000 that make up 
the two most important archives on Gandhi, that of his nephew Kanu Gandhi and that of his biographer 
Vithalbhai K. Jhaveri in Mumbai. The reason for the exhibition was to commemorate the 150th anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi’s birth. The exhibition, curated by Cristina Carrillo de Albornoz, is a chronicle of 
Gandhi’s inspiring life and achievements. The 58 photographs cover his entire public and private life, from 
the time he was seven years old to his passage as a law student through England. Also the fundamental 
role he played in the effort for the freedom of the Indians in South Africa, and his multiple roles on the road 
to Indian independence in 1947. 

MAHATMA GANDHI SPEECH COMPETITION
30 SEPTEMBER TO 30 NOVEMBER 

The Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India in collaboration with Air India and Viajes DIVA India 
launched the Mahatma Gandhi speech competition for young people under 25 years of age to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948). The aim was to 
encourage young people to speak out and to disseminate Mahatma Gandhi's values of peace and non-
violence, tolerance, love and humility. The participants could submit their works until 30th November and 
the award ceremony of the prizes, a trip to India and a Kindle, took place in Valladolid at Casa de la India on 
10th December.

2.	

2.1.	
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DAY AND NIGHT OF THE MUSEUMS
18 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Valladolid once again celebrated the International Day and the European Night of Museums, two events 
which in 2019 took place on the same day: Saturday 18th May. On this occasion, Casa de la India organized 
an interesting program of cultural activities aimed at all audiences to promote and publicize its cultural 
space, with special attention to the figure and work of Mahatma Gandhi for the celebration of the 150th 

anniversary of his birth.

ECOLOGICAL TRIBUTE TO GANDHI ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
5 JUNE, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID

As part of the activities commemorating the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi and 
coinciding with the "World Environment Day", the Embassy of India in Spain in association with Casa de la 
India and the City Council of Valladolid organized an ecological tribute to Mahatma Gandhi with a ceremony 
in which two trees were planted in front of the statue of Mahatma Gandhi in the Peace Park of Valladolid, 
which proudly houses one of the first statues of Gandhi in Spain.  

The ceremony was attended by Madan Singh Bhandari, Counsellor of the Embassy of India, Ana Redondo, 
Counsellor of Culture and Tourism of the City Council of Valladolid, Jeeva María Joy, Cultural Attaché of 
the Embassy of India, Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, and seventy students of the IES 
Arca Real.
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INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY
21 JUNE, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID

As every year since 2015, the "International Yoga Day" was celebrated, this time in the Peace Park, where 
the statue of Mahatma Gandhi is located in Valladolid, to commemorate the 150th anniversary of his birth.

GANDHI JAYANTI
2 OCTOBER, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID

Valladolid celebrated the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth with a massive rally around his statue 
in the Parque de la Paz.  A total of 558 students participated in this tribute, in addition to the general public. 
The collaboration of the IES Arca Real should be highlighted, which participated through a dance performance 
with more than 200 students to pay homage to the Indian leader, as well as the choir of the IES Condesa Eylo 
Alfonso High School; the IES Julián Marías High School; the IES La Merced High School; the IES Leopoldo 
Cano High School; the IES Ramón y Cajal High School; the IES Vega de Prado High School; IES Ntra. Sra. del 
Carmen High School; Adult Learning Center of the University of Valladolid, which were present to celebrate 
Mahatma Gandhi and the "International Day of Non-Violence".

This tribute to Mahatma Gandhi, leader of India's Independence movement, who rejected armed struggle and 
preached ahimsa (non-violence), was attended by Antonio Largo, Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Valladolid and President of Casa de la India, Oscar Puente, Mayor of Valladolid, Madan Singh Bhandari, 
Councillor of the Embassy of India, Ana Redondo, Councillor of Culture and Tourism of the City Council of 
Valladolid, María Victoria Soto, Councillor of Education of the City Council of Valladolid, and Paloma Castro, 
Pro-Vice-chancellor of Internationalisation of the University of Valladolid, as well as representatives of 
different neighbourhood associations of the city.

Both the students and the representatives of the different institutions participated in a floral offering, which 
culminated in a performance by the choir of the IES Condesa Eylo Alfonso High School and a dance 
performance around the 4 circles that delimit the statue of Gandhi by students of the IES Arca Real High 
School.

To conclude the celebration, representatives of the different educational centres read each one a speech 
about the life, work and message of Gandhi. At the end of the reading of speeches and to close the event, a 
concert of bansuri flute was staged, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council of Cultural Relations), by the 
group of the Indian flutist Rupak Kulkarni.
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MAHATMA GANDHI LECTURE AT FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
3 OCTOBER, FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

The Faculty of Arts of the University of Valladolid hosted a special program to celebrate the 150th 

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi with a lecture by Mario López Areu, professor at the Universidad Pontificia 

Comillas, and a bansuri flute concert by the flutist Rupak Kulkarni accompanied by Debasish Adhikary 

(tabla) and Rananjay Rupak Kulkarni, in his European tour sponsored by ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural 

Relations). 

TRIBUTE TO MAHATMA GANDHI DISPLAYED IN VALLADOLID MUNICIPAL BUSES
2 OCTOBER, VALLADOLID

The 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth was displayed on the screens of all municipal buses of 

Valladolid on October 2nd with the following message: 150 ANNIVERSARY GANDHI.

LECTURE SERIES
Throughout the year, Casa de la India organized a series of lectures on Mahatma Gandhi by experts on the 

Indian leader.

• "Young	people	for	peace:	be	the	change	you	want	to	see	in	the	world",	 by the writer Agustín Pániker.

7 FEBRUARY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

• "The	vision	of	Mahatma	Gandhi	in	the	process	of	India's	independence",	by Jesús Ojeda Guerrero, 

researcher in Social Sciences.

21 MARCH, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

• "Tagore	 and	 Gandhi,	 a	 critical	 view	 of	 Indian	 philosophy	 and	 teaching",	 by	 Summauli	 Pyne,	

Director	of	International	Relations	at	Sister	Nivedita	University	(Techno	India	Group)	in	Kolkata.	

7 MAY, FACULTY OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID  

• "Political	thought	and	modernity	in	India:	Tagore,	Gandhi,	Ambedkar,	Nehru", by Mario López Areu, 

Professor at the Faculty of Human and Social Sciences, Universidad Pontificia Comillas.

13 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

• "The	Legacy	of	Gandhi	and	Nationalism	Today", by Mukul Kesavan, historian, novelist and political 

and social essayist.

20 SEPTEMBER. SANTA CRUZ LA REAL CAMPUS, IE UNIVERSITY, REFECTORY, SEGOVIA

• "150	years	of	Mahatma	Gandhi:	ideas	and	concepts	to	rethink	a	world	in	crisis",	by Mario López 

Areu, Professor at the Faculty of Human and Social Sciences, Universidad Pontificia Comillas.

2 OCTOBER, LOPE DE RUEDA HALL, FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

• "The	Legacy	of	Mahatma	Gandhi", aby Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, President of the Indian Council for 

Cultural Relations (ICCR).

3 OCTOBER, FACULTY OF COMMERCE, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

• "Mahatma	Gandhi	and	the	culture	of	non-violence",	 by the writer Francisco López Seivane.

10 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

VI INTERNATIONAL AEEII CONFERENCE "GANDHI IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA: THE SEARCH FOR 
PEACE AMIDST DISORDERS
FROM 27 TO 29 NOVEMBER. FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

The Spanish Association of Interdisciplinary Studies on India organized its sixth international conference in 

collaboration with the Department of English Philology of the University of Valladolid, on this occasion 

with the title "Gandhi in contemporary India: the search for peace among disorders".
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Casa de la India collaborated with the conference with the participation of the acclaimed actress and film 
director Aparna Sen, who conversed with Felicity Hand, professor at the Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona, in one of the sessions. 

Casa de la India also hosted a poetry reading by Cheran Rudramurthy, followed by the official conference 
cocktail.

BICYCLE DAY IN HOMAGE OF THE MAHATMA 
23 JUNE, VALLADOLID

Casa de la India and the Embassy of India collaborated on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the birth 
of Mahatma Gandhi in the "II Bicycle Day" organized by "El Norte de Castilla" newspaper in collaboration 
with the City Council of Valladolid and other entities. Commemorative t-shirts and book sets were 
distributed among the participants, and the Casa de la India rickshaw was placed in the photocall, where 
the participants could take pictures before their cycle ride.
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VISIT OF STUDENTS OF THE IES CONDESA EYLO HIGH SCHOOL OF VALLADOLID TO 
AHMEDABAD
FROM 5 TO 15 OCTOBER, AHMEDABAD, INDIA

Visit coordinated by Mahatma Gandhi International School Ahmedabad in the framework of the Twinning 
Agreement between the cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad and the 150th anniversary of the birth of 
Mahatma Gandhi.

EXHIBITIONS
EXHIBITION "GANDHI:MY LIFE IS MY MESSAGE"
FROM 9 MAY TO 13 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
FROM 10 TO 17 JULY, HOUSE OF CULTURE, SAN LORENZO DE EL ESCORIAL
FROM 3 TO 13 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA PANADERÍA , MADRID

Photo exhibition on Mahatma Gandhi with 58 photographs chosen from the 25,000 that make up the two 
most important archives on Gandhi, that of his nephew Kanu Gandhi and that of his biographer Vithalbhai K. 
Jhaveri from Mumbai. The aim of the exhibition, with photographs from both archives recovered and 
digitally restored by the Berlin-based Gandhi Serve Foundation (a task that took almost twenty years), was 
to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth. For this exhibition of restored photos the 
selection criterion was to cover the ideas, values and milestones of Mohandas Gandhi.

The title of the exhibition "My life is my message" is the immediate answer Mahatma Gandhi gave from a 
moving train to a journalist when he asked "Bapu, give me your message for the people". Around this simple 
answer revolved the exhibition with the same title, since all the principles of the one considered as the 
father of the Indian nation (truth, passive resistance, dignity, reconciliation of religions, peace, vegetarianism, 
abstention, sobriety, humility) and his thought were nothing but a way to lead his life to the simplest truths. 
Not without reason did he renounce all possessions, decided to live in a commune in an ashram, dress in the 
dhoti, the most humble of Indian costumes, and live with the outcasts.

The exhibition, curated by Cristina Carrillo de Albornoz, is a chronicle of Gandhi's inspiring life and 
achievements. The 58 photographs cover his entire public and private life, from the time he was seven years 
old to his passage as a law student through England. Also the fundamental role he played in the effort for 
the freedom struggle of the Indians in South Africa, and his multiple roles on the road to India`s 
Independence in 1947. The final photo was of his urn being guided by his children in a crowd towards the 
confluence of the Ganges and the three major rivers of India.

For greater understanding and deeper insight, the photographs were accompanied by original quotations 
and texts, the only existing and restored recording of her voice with the famous "My Spiritual Message" 
speech, and of his favourite music. Also part of the exhibition was a reproduction of his room in the Birla 
House in Delhi, as well as unpublished documents and some of his many letters to Tolstoy, one of his great 
influences, also to Tagore, who named him Mahatma 'great soul', and even a letter to Hitler.

At the same time, the exhibition was an opportunity to analyse the relevance of his thought. From tolerance 
between religions, the integral development of the person, the dignity of the poorest, women's rights... or 
even the importance he gave to the media. In particular, the exhibition reflected on the principle that has 
had the greatest impact, “satyagraha” (strength of the soul), a concept that strengthened what Gandhi 
considered 'passive resistance', based on the ancient Hindu idea of ahimsa (literally non-violence). An 
oppressive system, he argued, only works with the collaboration of the oppressed. If that chain could be 
broken by non-collaboration, the system would collapse. 

A series of parallel activities (film series, lectures, essay contest, etc.) were planned around the exhibition to 
help deepen the understanding of the Indian leader.

2.2.	
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The exhibition in Madrid was supported by the Madrid City Council and the Spain-India Council Foundation. 
The inauguration coincided with the day of the 150th anniversary of Gandhi's birth, 2 October and was 
attended by the president of the ICCR Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, among many other local and national 
authorities.
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INDIAINDIE
INDIAINDIE. SHOWCASE OF INDIAN INDEPENDENT FILMS
FROM 26 TO 28 NOVEMBER, SPANISH FILM ARCHIVES FILMOTECA, MADRID 
FROM 2 TO 11 DECEMBER. BROADWAY CINEMAS AND AULA MERGELINA (UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID), VALLADOLID

The film industry in India is the most important in the world in terms of the number of films produced and 
the number of viewers. It has also spread to the rest of the world with great successes. The Lumière 
brothers visited India for the first time in 1896, but the first film would not appear until 1913, with the silent 
film Raja Harishchandra. 

Although Indian cinema is known worldwide through the great international projection of Bollywood films, 
a popular genre produced in the Hindi language, in recent years the presence of independent auteur 
cinema (in Hindi and other regional Indian languages), with a significant social projection and offering an 
image of cultural and social diversity, as well as a new aesthetic language to the indigenous and global 
public, has become increasingly evident in international festival circuits. 

Within this framework of new trends in the Indian film industry, Casa de la India, in collaboration with other 
entities, sought to make the Spanish public aware of the new independent cinema being made in India with 
the second edition of IndiaIndie, a showcase of Indian independent cinema held in Madrid in November 
2019 and in Valladolid in December 2019. 

IndiaIndie showed four recent feature films made by emerging directors as well as established producers, 
with social and committed themes. Three classic films were also screened in collaboration with the National 
Film Archives of India.

This showcase of Indian independent cinema was curated by Bina Paul, Vice-President of the Kerala State 
Chalachitra Academy (Motion Picture Academy of the Kerala State), and Artistic Director of the prestigious 
Kerala International Film Festival. 

The independent film showcase was produced by Casa de la India and was held in collaboration with the 
Embassy of India in Spain, National Film Archives of India, DFF (Directorate of Film Festivals in India), 
Filmoteca Española (Spanish Film Archives), Cines Broadway and the Film Chair of University of Valladolid, 
among other entities, and was sponsored by Air India. 

2.3.	

2.3.1.
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As the guest of honour of this second edition of IndiaIndie, the event counted both in Madrid and Valladolid 
with the director and actress Aparna Sen, considered an icon of cinema in India, with more than 80 films as 
an actress and more than 10 as an independent film director. An ideal star guest for this second edition 
that showed films in different languages, both classic and recent films, since Aparna Sen embodies the 
bridge between the classic Indian cinema and contemporary independent cinema. She has worked as an 
actress with great directors, including Satyajit Ray, and as a director she is one of the leading figures of 
Indian independent cinema. Moreover, this generational bridge is concretized precisely in the film Ghawre 
Bairey Aaj (European premiere in this second edition of IndiaIndie) which is inspired by Rabindranath 
Tagore's novel Home and the World, a work Satyajit Ray adapted to the cinema in the 1980s with Ghare 
Baire, which was also screened in the festival. Both adaptations, despite being set at different times, touch 
on the fundamental themes of Tagore's novel: nationalism, the role of women, religion and politics. 

The IndiaIndie independent film showcase included screenings of the films Hellaro, Jonaki, Ghawre Bairey 
Aaj, Bhayanakham, Ghare Baire, Ankur, and Kaagaz Ke Phool.

ANKUR
26 NOVEMBER, SPANISH FILM ARCHIVES/FILMOTECA, MADRID

Ankur / Shyam Benegal / Hindi subtitled in English /1974 / 125 min  

Surya, the son of a rich landowner, returns home after graduation. Although he wants to continue his 
studies, his father refuses his request as he believes that he is only looking to get away from his village. 
Very soon Surya comes into conflict with the rigid traditions of his environment which he no longer shares 
and considers unjust. Although his father has planned a wedding for him, Surya starts a relationship with 
Laxmi, which causes everyone to despise him as he is considered a challenge to the caste system. Their 
relationship is violently affected by the arrival of Saroj, Surya's wife who all this time has been away 
waiting for the arrival of her puberty.

HELLARO
26 NOVEMBER, SPANISH FILM LIBRARY, MADRID
2 DECEMBER, BROADWAY CINEMAS, VALLADOLID 

Hellaro / Abhishek Shah/ Gujarati subtitled in English / 2019 / 121 min   

In 1975, a young woman, Manjhri, is married in a small village in the middle of nowhere in the Rann in Kutch. 
There, she joins a group of women chained by patriarchal mandates. Their only escape from suppression is 
when they go out every morning to fetch water in a distant water area. Apart from those few hours a day, 
their lives are subject to the man-made rules they have to follow. One day, as they go to fetch water, they 
find someone in the middle of the desert and their lives are changed forever.

Winner of the National Film Awards for Best Film, Special Jury Prize and Best Actress.

GHAWRE BAIREY AAJ 
27 NOVEMBER, SPANISH FILM ARCHIVES/FILMOTECA, MADRID
3 DECEMBER,  BROADWAY CINEMAS, VALLADOLID 

Ghawre Bairey Aaj / Aparna Sen / Bengali subtitled in English / 2019 / 150 min

Distinguished director Aparna Sen brings Rabindranath Tagore's iconic novel Ghare Baire to the big screen, 
placing it in the current socio-political context but maintaining the love triangle of the original story. 

GHARE BAIRE
27 NOVEMBER, SPANISH FILM ARCHIVES/FILMOTECA, MADRID
11 DECEMBER, AULA MERGELINA (UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID), VALLADOLID 

Ghare Baire / Satyajit Ray / Bengali subtitled in English / 1984 / 140 min 
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Ghare Baire (Home and the World), based on the novel of the same name by Rabindranath Tagore, deals 

with the emancipation of women and what it does to them and the men who love them. Winter. Bengal, 

India. The story takes place in 1907 on the property of the rich Bengali nobleman Nikhilesh during the 

period of British rule in India. Following the policy of "divide and rule", Lord Curzon has decided to divide 

Bengal; one for Hindus and one for Muslims. The people launch a nationalist movement - Swadeshi, calling 

for a boycott of foreign-made products.  Nikhilesh lives happily with his beautiful wife Bimala until the 

appearance of his friend, a revolutionary, Sandip.

KAAGAZ KE PHOOL 
28 NOVEMBER, SPANISH FILM ARCHIVES/FILMOTECA, MADRID

Kaagaz Ke Phool / GuruDutt / Hindi subtitled in English / 1959 / 148 min 

Suresh Sinha, a famous director, discovers the potential of an actress in Shanti, a woman he met one rainy 

night, and makes her the main character of a movie. In a twist of fate, Shanti becomes a superstar and 

Suresh faces a career decline.

JONAKI 
28 NOVEMBER, SPANISH FILM ARCHIVES/FILMOTECA, MADRID
4 DECEMBER, BROADWAY CINEMAS, VALLADOLID  

Jonaki / Aditya Sengupta / Bengali subtitled in English / 2018 / 95 min  

While Jonaki, an 80-year-old woman, searches for love in a strange universe of deteriorating memories, 

her lover, now old and gray, returns to a world she is beginning to leave behind.

BHAYANAKHAM
10 DECEMBER, AULA MERGELINA (UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID), VALLADOLID

Bhayanakham / Jayaraj / Malayalam subtitled in English / 2018 / 105 min  

A veteran of World War I is sent to Kuttanad as a postman to deliver funds and letters to soldiers' families. 

Soon, the happiness his visits bring to the families turns to misery with the outbreak of World War II.

Film adaptation of the novel "Kayar" by Thakazhi Sivasankara. 

FILM CYCLES
ARCHITECTURE AND CINEMA
FROM 6 TO 10 MAY, CASA REVILLA, VALLADOLID

A film cycle focusing on the relation between architecture and cinema, organized by the School of 

Architecture of Valladolid in collaboration with Casa de la India and the Embassy of India.

SHIRAZ: A ROMANCE OF INDIA
6 MAY, CASA REVILLA, VALLADOLID

Shiraz: A Romance of India / Franz Osten / silent film / 1928 / 118 min

This silent film tells a love story between a ruler and an adopted girl. The problems this couple faces in 

order to bring together two apparently so disparate social classes. But this supposedly traditional plot 

hides the construction of one of the most impressive architectural works in the world: the Taj Mahal.

2.3.2.
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DOSHI: ARCHITECTURE WITHOUT ADJECTIVES
7 MAY, CASA REVILLA, VALLADOLID

Doshi: Architecture without adjectives / Premjit Ramachandran / with Spanish subtitles / 2012 / 74 min

Through a series of conversations, Pritzker Prize-winning architect Balkrishna Doshi explains his 

architectural approach.

BEFIKRE 
8 MAY, CASA REVILLA, VALLADOLID

Befikre / Aditya Chopra / with Spanish subtitles / 2016 / 130 min 

A musical comedy in which two young Indians start a relationship in Paris. The different stages of their 

relationship are set in different emblematic places of the city, such as the Eiffel Tower, the Basilica of the 

Sacred Heart...

MADE IN INDIA. SUI DHAAGA 
10 MAY, CASA REVILLA, VALLADOLID

Made in India. Sui Dhaaga / SharatKatariya / with Spanish subtitles / 2018 / 122 min

A family of tailors left sewing because of poor financial management. The youngest of the family and his 

wife want to improve their situation, they want to get a good job. So they decide to make a textile workshop 

in which they will involve all their neighbours.

FILM SERIES DEDICATED TO MAHATMA GANDHI
FROM 27 TO 30 MAY, AULA MERGELINA, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

A film series dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi in the original version with Spanish subtitles included the films 

"The Poet and the Mahatma", "Lage Raho Munna Bhai", "Gandhi my father" and "Gandhi". The film series 

was organised in collaboration with the Cinema Chair of the University of Valladolid.

THE POET AND THE MAHATMA
27 MAY, AULA MERGELINA, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

The Poet and the Mahatma / Debebrata Roy /with Spanish subtitles/ 2006 / 62 min 

The story of the interaction of two of the greatest Indians of modern times is as fascinating as it is uplifting, 

and while the context of their interaction has passed into history, the story itself has lasting relevance and 

value. It includes, above all, the letters and telegrams exchanged between the two men, articles written by 

Rabindranath in the Modern Journal and by Mahatama Gandhi in Young India, as well as their press relea-

ses on particular subjects; several letters written by them to friends like C. F. Andrews are part of the story, 

interwoven with the history of India's struggle for freedom.

LAGE RAHO MUNNA BHAI 
28 MAY, AULA MERGELINA UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

Lage Raho Munna Bhai / Rajkumar Hirani / Hindi subtitled in English / 2006 / 144 min 

Munna has fallen in love with the most famous voice on the radio, the lovely Jhanvi. Life is smiling on her, 

business is going well and she dreams of marrying Jhanvi.

There is only one problem, Jhanvi believes that Munna is an expert history teacher in Gandhi and invites 

him to give a lecture. To get out of the mess, Circuit has one of his brilliant ideas... What will happen when 

our history teacher meets a real historical character?
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GANDHI, MY FATHER
29 MAY, AULA MERGELINA, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

Gandhi, my father / Feroz Abbas Khan / Hindi subtitled in English / 2007 / 136 min 

Somewhere in the shadow of this great man lived his son, walking the streets like a beggar. Harilal, Gandhi's 
eldest son, converted to Islam to rebel and converted back to Hinduism as a penance. Finally alcohol put an 
end to his suffering. Gandhi transformed the soul of a nation, but was unable to save that of his own son. 
The film won the Special Jury Prize, the award for Best Screenplay and the award for Best Supporting Ac-
tor (Darshan Jariwala as Gandhi) at the "National Film Awards".

GANDHI
30 DE MAYO, AULA MERGELINA (EDIFICIO HISTÓRICO UNIVERSIDAD DE VALLADOLID), VALLADOLID

Gandhi / Richard Attenborough / English with Spanish subtitles / 1982 / 183 min  

Mahatma Gandhi did not rule any country, but he achieved what no one had ever achieved before; he led a 
country to freedom and was the hope of a people. This masterpiece won nine Oscars in 1983, including Best 
Picture, Best Director, Best Actor and Best Original Screenplay. The film recreates in detail Gandhi's life, his 
ideas and the power he achieved. With scenes as spectacular as the massacre of Amristar and the incredi-
ble march to the sea in which Gandhi dragged thousands of compatriots to prove that the salt of the sea 
belonged to everyone and was not for the exclusive use of the British. A masterpiece, a look into the heart 
and soul of a man whose victory changed the world forever.

OTHER SCREENINGS

DOCUMENTARY. KUMBH-ETERNAL JOURNEY OF INDIAN CIVILISATION
3 APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Screening of the documentary "KUMBH - The Eternal Journey of Indian Civilisation", directed by Harshit 
Jain. 

For the first time, Kumbh Mela is shown from the Indian perspective. With the help of experts, the film re-
veals the spiritual, cultural and social importance of Kumbh Mela and highlights its great relevance to the 
modern world.  

FEATURE FILM. GANDHI
11 APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

As part of the Ravi Shankar Memorial celebration, the Oscar-winning film "Gandhi", directed by Richard 
Attenborough and with the soundtrack by music legend Ravi Shankar, was screened.

2.3.3.
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DOCUMENTARY. RURAL TOURISM IN THE WORLD: KERALA, INDIA  
11 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Documentary about Kerala, South India, directed by Juan Frutos and produced by Colours Communication 
Group for RTVE. Kerala in South India is home to some of the most beautiful places on the planet. A culture 
that has its roots in the veneration of a wild and prodigious nature. Where religious worship and artistic 
expression merge into one. The documentary travels through its remote forests, heavenly coasts, sacred 
mountains and shows us its ancestral natural medicines (Ayurveda), the richness of its gastronomy and 
spices, and the famous Kathakali theatre based on mythological stories. A palette of colours that endorses 
the unmistakable aroma of India.

FILM PREMIER:  "SIR"
27 SEPTEMBER 

Spanish cinema premiere of the film "Sir". All the attendants could enter in the draw for a trip to Mumbai, 
the city where the film was shot, sponsored by Casa de la India, Air India and Diva Travels.

Sir / Rohena Gera / English / 2019 / 96 min

Ratna works as a housekeeper for Ashwin, a man from a wealthy family. Although Ashwin seems to have 
everything, Ratna may feel that he has abandoned his dreams. On the other hand, Ratna, who seems to 
have nothing, is full of hope and works with determination for her dreams. When these two worlds collide 
and the two individuals connect, the barriers that separate them seem insurmountable.

PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC
"KIJOTE KATHAKALI" TOUR IN INDIA

THEATRE: "KIJOTE KATHAKALI". TOUR IN INDIA
8 JANUARY, MADRAS MUSIC ACADEMY, MADRAS, INDIA
10 JANUARY, KERALA LITERATURE FESTIVAL, CALICUT, INDIA

The Indo-Spanish co-production "Kijote Kathakali", directed by Ignacio García and produced in 2016 by 
Casa de la India, the Almagro International Theatre Festival, LAVA Teatro de Valladolid, the Indian Ministry 
of Culture and the Margi Company (Trivandrum, India), finished in India its international tour that had 
started in October 2018 with performances in Belgium (Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels), Mexico (Festival 
Internacional Cervantino, Guanajuato) and Spain (Auditorio Nacional, Madrid). 

The production "Kijote Kathakali" was conceived as a meeting point of two cultures (the Spanish universe 
of Cervantes in the 17th century and the spirit of Kerala and Indian classical drama through the 17th century 
Kathakali theatre), as well as a meeting of two traditions of theatre presentation: the traditional temple art 
form combined with the technical sophistication of contemporary Western theatre. "Kijote Kathakali" 
features a highly sophisticated lighting design by one of the most prestigious lighting designers in Spain, a 
high-tech sound design (combining traditional live instruments with recorded sound and voice effects) and 
complex video art synchronized with traditional performance, as well as live subtitles. 

2.4.1.

2.4.	
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Performed by Margi Kathakali Company of Trivandrum (Kerala, India)

Produced by Casa de la India and Margi Kathakali Company of Trivandrum (India) 

In co-production with the International Festival of Classical Theatre of Almagro, the Municipal Foundation 
of Culture of Valladolid and the Ministry of Culture of India.

In collaboration with the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and the Embassy of India.

ARTISTIC	CREDITS:

Director	and	Dramaturgy:	Ignacio García

Attakatha	(Libreto	in	traditional	Kathakali):	Dr. P. Venugopalan

Associate	Director:	Mónica de la Fuente

Choreography:	Dr. P. Venugopalan and Mónica de la Fuente

Lighting	Design:	Juanjo Llorens

Video	Art:	Juan Carlos Quindós de la Fuente

Musical	composition:	Ignacio García and Margi

Director´s	assistant:	Amparo Pascual

Voice-over:	José Sacristán

Sound	Technician:	Juan Ignacio Arteagabeitia (Atila)

Lighting	Technician:	Jesús Zurutuza

Road	Manager:	S. Sasikumar

Advisers:	Dr. P. Venugopalan and Guillermo Rodríguez Martín

Production	coordinators:		Guillermo Rodríguez Martín and David Rodríguez Gómez
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ACTORS

Alonso	Quijano:	Nelliyode Vishnu Vasudevan Namboodiri
Sancho:	Velayudhan Nair  Vijayakumaran Nair
Don	Quijote:	Kalamandalam Sreekumar
Cart	Driver	and	Rakshasa:	Demon Margi Suresh
Rakshasa	Demon	and	Lion:		Kalamandalam Balakrishnan
Dulcinea: Jishnu Ravi
Carrasco,	Knight	of	the	Mirrors	and	Knight	of	the	White	Moon:	Kizhakkekkara Bala Subramanian

MÚSICOS,	MAQUILLAJE	Y	VESTUARIO

Krishnapillai Sreedharan Sankarankutty  Karnavar (singer)
Kalamandalam Krishna Kumar (singer)
Tharakathu Krishnadasan (chenda)
Sadanandan Raveendran (maddalam)
Krishna Pillai Raveendran Nair (make up)
Madhavan Achari Sreekumar (make up)
Raghavan  Gopan (costumes)

(Margi is one of the most prestigious Kathakali companies in India. It is also a research centre for Indian 
performing arts based in Trivandrum, Kerala).

REGULAR PROGRAMS

VIOLIN AND TABLA CONCERT: SHARAT CHANDRA SRIVASTAVA AND GYAN SINGH
23 JANUARY , CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID 
25 JANUARY, IFEMA FITUR, MADRID
25 JANUARY, HOTEL INTERCONTINENTAL, MADRID (REPUBLIC DAY) 

With a professional career of more than 25 years, the composer and violinist Sharat Chandra Srivastava 
has been part of the Indian band "Parikrama" and in 1999 he founded his own band, "Mrigya", of which 
table player Gyan Singh is also a member. Sharat Chandra Srivastava is also a member of the World Music 
quartet "India Alba" and has participated in music festivals around the world. He is the director of the 
String of the World festival, a music festival dedicated to string instruments held in November in New Delhi 
and featuring internationally renowned string musicians. Sharat Chandra Srivastava has received 
numerous awards and has performed throughout his career with artist like, Amjad Ali Khan and Hari 
Prasad Chaurasia, to name a few.

2.4.2.
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KATHAK DANCE: SHREYASHEE NAG
26 APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Kathak means storytelling and is a classical dance from northern India that originated in the sacred Hindu 
temples and later reached the courts of the Mughal kings, where it achieved great prestige. 

The Kathak dancer Shreyashee Nag presented a dance recital with music from Hindu and Sufi mythology 
under the title: "From the intangible to the tangible: a journey with Kathak dance". In this program he told 
us through dance stories of Hindu gods, which can be described with specific forms and symbols, and 
dances based on Sufi philosophy, where divinity has no form, it is only "Noor" or light.

Born in Kolkata, India, Shreyashee Nag has trained with eminent Indian Kathak dance gurus. She has been 
living in Barcelona for ten years and is very involved in spreading Kathak in Spain. She has created a school 
in Barcelona, Nupura, recognized by the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dance of London. Her approach to 
dance is to learn the traditional and connect Kathak with other dances such as flamenco. She also works 
on bringing the traditional to a modern and contemporary context.

ODISSI DANCE: ILEANA CITARISTI
3 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

The dancer and choreographer Ileana Citaristi presented her dance show Odissi "Shades of Love". Born in 
Italy, Padmashree Ileana Citaristi has lived in Orissa, India, since 1979 in close contact with its people, its 
language and its culture. The renowned guru Padma Vibhushan Kelucharan Mohapatra was her mentor in 
the Odissi dance style. Ileana expresses the same mastery in the different martial postures of the Chhau 
dance of Mayurbhanj that she learned under the guidance of guru Shri Hari Nayak, obtaining the title of 
"Acharya" from Sangeet Mahavidyalya of Bhubaneswar in Orissa. Ileana has obtained many of the most 
important distinctions throughout her artistic career and has also been recognized with the highest 
decoration in the category of Doordarshan. The Indian Council for Cultural Relations has listed her as an 
"Outstanding Artist".

Her performance Shades of Love was composed of Bhakti (love as devotion), Vatsalya (motherly love), 
Pallavi and Shringara (romantic love).
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CONCERT OF SITAR GUITAR AND PERCUSSION: CHEMA VÍLCHEZ AND YONDER RODRÍGUEZ
21 JUNE, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID

Meditative music concert within the framework of the "International Day of Yoga" by the musician and 

yoga teacher Chema Vílchez and Yonder Rodríguez The concert "Yoga Music Experience" took place in the 

Peace Park and the sitar-guitar instrument and other sounds were played to help us create spaces of peace 

and harmony.

CONCERT OF CLASSICAL HINDUSTANI MUSIC: NIRALI KARTIK  
26 SEPTEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Classical Hindustani vocalist Nirali Kartik gave a concert in Valladolid as part of her European tour. With her 

own style, Nirali Kartik has been awarded, among others, the Shrestha Sadhaka Award and Guru Gangadhar 

Pradhan Award and has collaborated in several films and documentaries. She was accompanied on stage 

by Amit Mishra (tabla) and Santosh Ghante (harmonium).  Hindustani classical music is the traditional form 

of music of the northern region of the Indian subcontinent. The main styles associated with this music are 

dhrupad, khayal and tarana. Some other styles or vocal forms such as folk and semi-classical styles include 

ghazal, bhajan, thumri, dadra, ashtapadi among many others.

BANSURI FLUTE CONCERT: RUPAK KULKARNI
2 OCTOBER, PEACE PARK (GANDHI JAYANTI COMMEMORATION), VALLADOLID
3 OCTOBER, LOPE DE RUEDA ASSEMBLY HALL, FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
4 OCTOBER, TEATRO ALBÉITAR, UNIVERSITY OF LEON
5 OCTOBER, MUSICAL ASSOCIATION FRIENDS OF THE CLASSICS, ABARCA DE CAMPOS (PALENCIA)

Concerts, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), by the flutist Rupak Kulkarni 

accompanied by Debasish Adhikary (tabla) and Rananjay Rupak Kulkarni 

Rupak Kulkarni flourished as a musician under the legendary Hariprasad Chaurasia to become a leading 

exponent of Maihar gharana style. His recital is always an original delight combining Dhrupad and Khayal 

Gayaki, the melodious Aalap and the sparkling Tatkar (language technique used for Jhala), innovative 

improvisation with the fascinating Layakari, superb breath control and skilful finger work. Rupak Kulkarni 

has performed in almost all the prestigious music halls throughout India and abroad. He has also worked 

with many Hollywood and Bollywood music directors to compose background music for films. Rupak has 

been awarded various prizes throughout his career and has more than 20 albums.
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BHARATA NATYAM DANCE: REVANTA SARABHAI
4 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

For centuries the Indian classical dance form of Bharatanatyam has communicated through beautiful 

movements and gestures religious and spiritual themes, telling epic stories of mythology through the 

adventures of Rama or the cosmic dance of Shiva. Casa de la India presented a new interpretative solo "In 

the Shadows of the dogs" by dancer and choreographer Revanta Sarabhai, which breaks the limits of 

tradition. With his new repertoire, Sarabhai takes the versatility of Bharatanatyam far beyond the classical 

themes, redefining gender roles, reversing the ancient tradition of the devotees and telling contemporary 

stories on subjects as diverse as long-distance relationships, the environment and its destruction, and 

globalization.

Revanta Sarabhai is a dancer, choreographer and actor from Ahmedabad, India. Born into a family of 

legendary dancers, he was trained by his grandmother Mrinalini Sarabhai and his mother Mallika Sarabhai, 

both world-renowned artists. Having made her debut in Indian classical dance at the age of 8, Revanta has 

been performing and touring internationally with Darpana Performance Group since 1999, as well as 

independently since 2010. Revanta's work has been shown at numerous prestigious venues and festivals 

around the world. Among others: Southbank Centre Alchemy Festival (UK), Korzo Theatre Festival of India, 

Cadance Modern Dance Festival (Netherlands), Europalia (Belgium), Attakkalari Biennale (India) and many 

others in the United States.

BOLLYWOOD DANCE: SURESH SINGH
27 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

As part of Diwali, the festival of lights, dancer and choreographer Suresh Singh gave a Bollywood dance 

performance that got all the spectators dancing in this lively celebration. Suresh is one of the references of 

Bollywood dance in Spain since he founded his dance company with his brother Sunny in 2007 with the 

aim of bringing the vibrant Indian culture to Europe through dance.

KATHAK DANCE: SANGEETA MAJUMDER
27 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

The dancer Sangeeta Majumder and Neel Ranjan Mukherjee (Hawaiian guitar) presented a show based on 

Tagore's stories. This special performance on the progressive women of Tagore's work was performed 

through the Indian classical dance Kathak. Sangeeta Majumder represented the heroines, as they have 

been portrayed by Rabindranath Tagore in his different creations. All Rabindranath heroines are the 

perfect union between modernity and traditional values. Thus they are heroines who will never become 

obsolete, but will always be contemporary.
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The Kathak dancer Sangeeta Majumder has performed in India, United Kingdom, Argentina, Hungary, 
Romania, United Arab Emirates, Nepal, Slovakia, Netherlands, Austria, Germany and France, among other 
countries. Known for her innovation capacity, she is the pioneer of "Strings N Steps", which has established 
itself as a concept and as an academy. Sangeeta was the first to amalgamate the melody of the Hawaiian 
guitar with Kathak.

CONCERT OF SITAR AND TABLA: SUBRATA DE AND JORGE LOZANO
27 NOVEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Concert of Hindustani music by the sitarist Subrata De and the tabla player Jorge Lozano. 

Subrata De is a master of improvisation who stands out for his ability to breathe life and originality into 
classical themes. An icon of the sitar, he has earned a reputation as a performer and as a cultural 
ambassador for India. He has performed at numerous festivals and in cities in Europe, Asia, America and 
Oceania. Among his recent projects are "Flamenco India", directed by the acclaimed Spanish director 
Carlos Saura, the "Martinique Jazz Festival" or his activities as cultural coordinator of the ABSS Pune 
talent contest, which held its final phase in Valladolid in 2017.

PERCUSSION AND STRING CONCERT: RUDRAKSHAM
12 DECEMBER, TEATRO ALBÉITAR (UNIVERSITY OF LEÓN), LEÓN
13 DECEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
15 DECEMBER, CENTRO CENTRO AUDITORIO CAJA DE MÚSICA (ASEM CULTURAL FESTIVAL), MADRID

Concerts sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations). 

"Rudraksham" is a true fusion band of Indian classical music, playing both Carnatic (of South India) and 
hindustani (North Indian) music. The percussion and string band consists of six members: Taalmani P. Vetri 
Boopathy (mridangam and konnakkol), Anil Mishra (sarangi and vocalist), Shyam Rastogi (sitar), R Sridhar 
(violin), Gurdit Singh (tabla) and Varun Rajasekharan (cajon and konnakkol). Led by P. Vetri Boopathy, 
"Rudraksham" creates a unique fusion by elaborating intricate rhythms and revitalizing melodies taken 
from the two styles of Indian classical music. Vetri Boopathy formed "Rudraksham" with the aim of 
promoting the art and music of Indian percussion and string. The uniqueness of the group lies in the 
versatility of its members, who are mostly multi-instrumentalists. In addition to the Carnatic-Indian fusion, 
the group specializes in jugalbandhis, duets between soloists. Although it is clearly identified with classical 
music, the diffusion of these styles is built with a contemporary and fresh language that seeks to go one 
step further in experimentation, without fear of showing external influences. The rhythmic exploration is 
not only evident in the different percussion instruments, but also marks the character of the string 
instruments. As a whole, it offers original sounds, but strongly rooted in the classical musical tradition of 
India.
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2.4.3. OTHER PERFORMANCES
DANCE AND MUSIC: "RASA DUENDE. LORCA, FLAMENCO AND INDIA"
24 JANUARY, TEATRO FLAMENCO, MADRID.
27 JANUARY, TEATRO ZORRILLA, VALLADOLID

Casa de la India in collaboration with the Embassy of India, Teatro Flamenco Madrid, Spain Film Commission 
and Air India organized on 24th January within the framework of FITUR "Flamenco Meets India", a 
programme of meetings between Spain and India which was attended by the Ambassador of India, Sanjay 
Verma, and representatives of the Ministry of Tourism of India.

"Rasa Duende. Lorca, Flamenco and India" is a dance, music and theatre show inspired by the poems of 
Cante Jondo by Lorca, where the experience of singing is explored and at the same time it becomes image, 
sound and movement. An exploration of the relationship between the poetic image, the primitive and 
stylized sound of flamenco and dance inspired by contemporary Indian and Spanish languages. 

Performed by Mónica de la Fuente (dance), José Salinas (vocals), Mariano Mangas (guitar), Yonder 
Rodríguez (percussion), the show was also presented at the Teatro Zorrilla in Valladolid on 27th January. 

The performance in Madrid included the special collaboration of Sharat Srivastava (violin) and Gyan Singh 
(tabla).
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CONTEMPORARY DANCE AND THEATRE: "ONE, RITUAL FOR AN UNKNOWN WOMAN" 
27 MARCH, INTERNATIONAL THEATRE DAY, CASA DE LA INDIA

On the occasion of the "International Theatre Day" on 27th March, Casa de la India presented this show 
produced by the Monica de la Fuente Company and Mapping RZ, which is conceived as an artistic space, a 
performance in dance and theatre entitled "ONE, Ritual for an Unknown woman ". A woman, a stranger 
shares her sacred ritual with us. She prepares the space to tell us about her life, her journey... perhaps she 
crossed oceans, crossed deserts, she ran away? A transformative act of healing by telling her "own" story. 
"There is a story among you, whoever seeks it will find it..." This is how Berber women begin their 
encounters when they meet. When stories heal and dance becomes the vehicle for transformation. An 
alliance of unknown women, from any culture, from anywhere in the world, from here and there.

DANCE AND MUSIC: "BHAKTI", A POETIC JOURNEY FROM INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCE TO 
CONTEMPORARY DANCE  
9 NOVEMBER, INSTITUTO CERVANTES, NEW DELHI  

On the occasion of the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the opening of the Instituto Cervantes in 
Delhi, the dancer and choreographer Monica de la Fuente presented the recital "Bhakti, a poetic journey 
from Indian classical dance to contemporary dance" with devotional poetry by India, San Juan de la Cruz, 
José Angel Valente and Chantal Maillard. The aim of this journey is to incarnate the word through dance 
and observe how the body responds and transforms languages to bring them into silence, into the 
movement that is the essence of the word. Creating poetry of the body, creating metaphors, and 
discovering the subtexts made gestures that relate to the word to enrich, confront or transform it. The 
body at the service of the word or the word at the service of the body. And it can only be done in "bhakti" 
where, knowing the rules that govern poetry and the established movements, the codifications are broken 
to reach the center, which is silence or pause according to the poet José Angel Valente.
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DANCE AND MUSIC: "BHAKTI" A SPECIAL COLLABORATION OF MONICA DE LA FUENTE, RAVI 
PRASAD AND SUBRATA DE
30 NOVEMBER, ESCENA LANZAROTE  FESTIVAL, CASA MUSEO DEL CAMPESINO, LANZAROTE

The Performing Arts Festival "Escena Lanzarote" is one of the most important emerging festivals in Spain. 
This initiative of Festival under the direction of Quino Falero tries to recover as scenic spaces the great 
architectural work and artistic intervention developed by César Manrique on the island. It also seeks to 
preserve the artistic traditions and show the new experimental paths inspired by them. "Bhakti" is an 
example of an artistic experience based on traditional Indian music and dance languages and its journey 
towards contemporary languages of expression.

PARTICIPATION IN THE ASEM CULTURAL FESTIVAL
FROM 6 TO 15 DECEMBER, BRUSSELS AND MADRID

Organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation of the Government of Spain, 
Asia-Europe Foundation, Casa Asia, Madrid City Council and Madrid Destination, the annual ASEM Cultural 
Festival was held in Madrid in 2019, with the aim of bringing together emerging works of artistic encounter 
between Asia and Europe. In 2019 the Festival took place in Brussels and Madrid. The director of Casa de la 
India attended the opening in Brussels (6th December) and Madrid (11th December). Casa de la India 
collaborated in the following performances:

DANCE AND MUSIC: RASA DUENDE. LORCA, FLAMENCO AND INDIA
13 DECEMBER, NICOLÁS SALMERÓN CULTURAL CENTRE (ASEM CULTURAL FESTIVAL), MADRID

Show inspired by Poema del Cante Jondo by Federico García Lorca. This dance, poetry and music show 
establishes a dialogue between different Indian performing arts and the deepest roots of Spanish cante 
and flamenco. "Rasa" and duende manages to perfectly combine Lorca's poetic image, the primitive and 
stylized sound of flamenco and dance inspired by contemporary Indian and Spanish languages, giving rise 
to a sensory experience that combines image, sound and movement. Rasa symbolizes the classical Indian 
aesthetic, which refers to the nine basic emotions common to all human beings. The artistic expression of 
these emotions creates an aesthetic space where one can experience art beyond cultural boundaries, 
reaching also the duende in the words of Lorca himself: "the duende operates on the body like air on sand... 
and at all times operates on the arms with expressions that are mothers of dance of all times... (El juego del 
duende, Lorca). 

Mónica de la Fuente - Choreography and dance.

José Salinas - Singing and percussion.

Mariano Mangas - Classical and flamenco guitar.

Yonder Rodríguez - Percussions, tabla and kanjira (typical Indian drum).
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PERCUSSION AND STRING CONCERT: RUDRAKSHAM
15 DECEMBER, CENTRO AUDITORIO CAJA DE MÚSICA (ASEM CULTURAL FESTIVAL), MADRID

Rudraksham is a percussion and string group of six musicians from Delhi led by P. Vetri Boopathy, a 
prominent mridangam (Indian drum) player. The artists of the group, specialists in fusion and carnatic and 
Hindustani music, the two main currents of music in the south and north of India, are true virtuosos 
capable of playing various instruments.

The group, which performed with the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the 
Embassy of India and Casa de la India, draws on the roots of classical music to create complex and original 
rhythms and melodies. A unique musical journey combining voices, rhythms, and percussion with Indian 
instruments mridangam, konnakkol, cajone, tabla, violin, sitar and sarangi. The group consists of P. 
Vetriboopathy, Anil Mishra, Shyam Rastogi, Sridhar Raghunathan, Varun Rajasekharan and Vishal Kumar.

INDIAN MUSIC WORKSHOP BY THE RUDRAKSHAM GROUP
15 DECEMBER, RETIRO PARK, MADRID

Workshop given by the group of musicians from India who form the group RUDRAKSHAM. The 
characteristics of Indian string instruments such as the sitar or the sarangi were explained, and the sound 
and technique of each one of them was shown. This workshop was held with the support of the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the Embassy of India and Casa de la India.

LAB INDIA. LABORATORY OF INDIAN PERFORMING ARTS   
LAB-India, Laboratory of Indian Performing Arts, is a space for training, research, dissemination and 
intercultural artistic creation of Casa de la India. A platform for the encounter between the two cultures, 
where we can produce, disseminate, experiment and enter into common artistic spaces to enrich our social 
and cultural environments. This Performing Arts Laboratory, which tries to promote Indian performing 
arts, revolves around four fundamental axes: training (regular classes, master classes, quarterly workshops, 
training cycles, and intensive courses in India), research (research work and projects in educational and 
social areas, assessment of specialized work in performing arts, as well as projects of integration and 
social inclusion), creation and dissemination (intercultural creations, artistic co-productions, artist 
residencies, etc.).

WORKSHOPS AND MASTER CLASSES

The Performing Arts and Music Laboratory offers a series of workshops and master classes throughout 
the course, organized in one workshop per month (Saturday) and on specific occasions, to introduce dance, 
theatre and music professionals and students to the expressive resources and movement techniques of 
Indian performing arts, through an approach to various traditions and performing languages. In turn, these 
workshops are conceived as a space for experimentation and dialogue with forms of expression such as 
contemporary dance, flamenco, acro-yoga, physical and choreographic theatre, modern and urban dance, 
among others.

2.4.4.
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BOLLYWOOD DANCE MASTERCLASS BY SURESH SINGH
9 FEBRUARY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID    

Bollywood dance classes by dancer and choreographer Suresh Singh. Suresh Singh has been in Spain since 
2002. He founded together with his brother and Bollywood star Sunny Singh the company "Bailamos 
Bollywood" (now known as Sunny Singh Dance Company) with the aim of bringing Indian culture to Europe 
through dance. Apart from successful shows, the company was a pioneer in Spain by creating the annual 
Indian Dance Weekend event, which brought together the most prestigious choreographers in the Indian 
film industry. The company has also created the Sunny Singh Bollywood Dance Academy. The Academy 
offers master classes, teacher training courses and regular Bollywood dance classes.  

KATHAK DANCE MASTERCLASS BY SHREYASHEE NAG
27 APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Shreyashee Nag has trained with eminent Indian Kathak dance gurus. She has been living in Barcelona for 
ten years and is very involved in the dissemination of Kathak in Spain. She has created a school in 
Barcelona, "Nupura", recognized by the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing in London. Her approach 
to dance is to learn the traditional and connect Kathak with other dances such as flamenco. She also works 
on bringing the traditional to a modern and contemporary context.

ODISSI DANCE MASTERCLASS BY ILEANA CITARISTI
28 SEPTEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Born in Italy, Ileana Citaristi has a PhD in Philosophy with her thesis on "Psychoanalysis and Eastern 
Mythology". For her Indian dance came after years of experience in traditional and experimental theatre in 
Europe. Ileana has lived in Orissa, India, since 1979 in close contact with its people, language and culture. 
The renowned guru, Padma Vibhushan Kelucharan Mohapatra has been her mentor in the Odissi dance 
style. Ileana expresses the same mastery in the different martial postures of the Chhau dance of 
Mayurbhanji that she learned under the guidance of guru Shri Hari Nayak, obtaining the title of "Acharya" 
from the Sangeet Mahavidyalya Academy of Bhubaneswar in Orissa. Ileana has obtained throughout her 
artistic career important awards and distinctions and has also been recognized with the highest decoration 
in the category of Doordarshan. The Indian Council for Cultural Relations has listed her as an "Outstanding 
Artist".

BHARATA NATYAM AND CONTEMPORARY DANCE MASTERCLASS BY REVANTA SARABHAI
5 OCTOBER, LAVA THEATER, VALLADOLID

Revanta Sarabhai is a dancer, choreographer and actor from Ahmedabad, India. Born into a family of 
legendary dancers, he was trained by his grandmother Mrinalini Sarabhai and his mother Mallika Sarabhai, 
both world-renowned artists. Having made her debut in Indian classical dance at the age of 8, Revanta has 
been performing and touring internationally with Darpana Performance Group since 1999, as well as 
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independently since 2010. Revanta's work has been shown at numerous prestigious venues and festivals 
around the world. Among others: Alchemy Festival at Southbank Centre (UK), Festival of India at Korzo 
Theatre, Cadance Modern Dance Festival (Netherlands), Europalia (Belgium), Attakkalari Biennale (India) 
and many others in the United States. With great knowledge of Bharata Natyam and Kalaripayattu, and 
years of experience working with contemporary dance, as a dancer and choreographer, Revanta has 
developed a vocabulary of movement that brings together the expressiveness and geometry of classical 
Indian forms, with the dynamic energy and fluidity of other styles. In the field of classical dance, Revanta 
continues to innovate and present an attractive and entertaining work for young and modern audiences, 
while remaining faithful to tradition. Revanta Sarabhai is an artist who has specialized in the use of the arts 
for social change and transformation. 

SOUND, BREATH AND MANTRA MASTERCLASS BY RAVI PRASAD
27 NOVEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Workshop to explore the voice of the body, breathing and the proper sound of the mantra.

Ravi Prasad is a multi-faceted musician, singer and composer originally from Kerala and living in France. 
His brilliant musical career since his arrival from India over 30 years ago has led him to compose for 
various musical groups and in styles as varied as jazz, flamenco, orchestra, electroacoustic, ethnic music, 
etc. In 1990 he created his vocal group Padhani and invented the notion of Indian polyphony. In 1996 he 
conducted and composed MYTHIA, the Indian Symphony in jazz, classical and flamenco styles and 
presented it at the UNESCO Palace and the OLYMPIA in Paris. He has created the music for several dance 
and theatre performances with renowned artists such as Regine Chopinot and the Ballet Atlantique. He 
has more than twenty albums on the market.

THE LAB INDIA PROJECT IN MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES
FROM 24 TO 26 OCTOBER, INSTITUTO DE DANZA ALICIA ALONSO, MADRID

Mónica de la Fuente presented two papers on the Indian Performing Arts Laboratory at the First World 
Congress on Research in the Performing Arts organized by the Spanish Delegation of the International 
Theatre Institute, the World Organization for the Performing Arts ITI/UNESCO and the Alicia Alonso Dance 
Institute of the University Rey Juan Carlos in Madrid. This conference took place at the Reina Sofia Museum 
in Madrid from 24 to 26 October with the aim of promoting academic excellence, quality artistic creation 
and its dissemination, and the performing arts in the field of education. 

FROM 1 TO 6 OCTOBER, MATADERO, MADRID 

LAB-INDIA collaborated in the III International Meeting TTT Territorios Teatrales Transitables 2019 on 
theory and practice of performing arts directed by Gregorio Amicuzi and the Compañía Internacional 
Residui Teatro in the Matadero of Madrid from October 1st to 6th with the participation of Revanta Sarabhai 
from the Darpana Academy of Non-Violence, Ahmedabad.
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19 OCTOBER AND 16 NOVEMBER, CRISTIANNE AZEM SCHOOL, MADRID

Presentation and kick-off of the training course "Navarasa", an artistic exploration through the performing 
arts of India by Mónica de la Fuente at Cristianne  AzemSchool in Madrid.

FROM 15 TO 20 ANUARY, RABINDRA TIRTHA, CALCUTA

Presentation of the project and the piece SEDUCERE by the Monica de la Fuente Company at the 
Tantidhatri, II International Women's Performing Arts Festival in Kolkata directed by Parvathy Baul and the 
Magdalena Project. In collaboration with the SGAE Foundation. 

LITERATURE

PARTICIPATION IN LITERATURE FESTIVALS 
KERALA LITERATURE FESTIVAL 

ROUND TABLE "THE MAKING OF KIJOTE KATHAKALI: AN INTERCULTURAL THEATRE PLAY”
11 JANUARY, CALICUT, INDIA 

On the occasion of the performance of the play "Kijote Kathakali", the Kerala Literature Festival scheduled 
in its 2019 edition the session "The Making of Kijote Kathakali": an Inter-cultural Theatre Play", with the 
participation of Nacho Garcia, director of the play "Kijote Kathakali", Monica de la Fuente, associate 
director of the play, Dr. P. Venugopalan, author of the libretto in traditional Kathakali, Neliyodu Vasudevan 
Namboothiri, actor protagonist of "Kijote Kathakali", and Guillermo Rodríguez, coordinator of the 
production "Kijote Kathakali", who acted as moderator of the session.

The round table discussed how the idea of creating the production "Kijote Kathakali" came about, the 
writing process, the choice of director and actors, etc., of this play that is a meeting point between the past 
and present heritage.  

In collaboration with Acción Cultural Española (Spanish Cultural Action) and the International Classical 
Theatre Festival of Almagro.

2.5.1.

2.5.	
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ROUND TABLE "INTERDISCIPLINARY CREATIONS IN PERFORMING ARTS" 
12 JANUARY, CALICUT, INDIA 

The shores of Kozhikode beach, as part of the Kerala Literature Festival, witnessed an interesting discussion 
on interdisciplinary creations in the performing arts between dancers and choreographers Monica de la 
Fuente and Jayachandran Palazhi. Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India, moderated the 
session.

Jayachandran Palazhi, founder and artistic director of the Attakkalari Centre for Movement Arts, spoke 
about his commitment to broaden the scope of contemporary movement arts. He described his new 
project that aims to effectively use digital technology in dance. He fondly recalled his experiences with the 
outstanding artist of Kathakali Ramankutty Nair.

Monica de la Fuente, a dancer specializing in Bharatnatyam classical dance, said that artists are creators of 
words with their bodies and spoke of Flamenco, an art form based on the folk music of southern Spain. She 
also talked of her memories with her gurus of Bharathanatyam and Kathakali.

To conclude, there was a lively interactive session in which the audience raised questions about the social 
responsibility of the art.

In collaboration with Acción Cultural Española.

HAY FESTIVAL SEGOVIA

MUKUL KESAVAN IN CONVERSATION WITH LLÀTZER MOIX AND LAURA VENTURA
"THE LEGACY OF GANDHI AND CURRENT NATIONALISM"
20 SEPTEMBER. SANTA CRUZ LA REAL CAMPUS, IE UNIVERSITY, REFECTORY, SEGOVIA

Mukul Kesavan, historian, novelist and political and social essayist, professor at Jamia Millia Islamia 
National University in New Delhi, explored how peaceful revolution, non-violent initiatives and Mahatma 
Gandhi's message are being reinterpreted in the 21st century in various contexts by separatist or nationalist 
movements.  Kesavan shared the stage with the deputy director of La Vanguardia, cultural journalist and 
design and architecture critic, Llàtzer Moix, and with Laura Ventura, PhD in Hispanic Philology, professor of 
History of Journalism at Carlos III University and journalist for the Argentine newspaper La Nación. The 
event was presented by the Ambassador of India in Spain, Sanjay Verma.

VOICES IN THE SQUARE 
20 SEPTEMBER, LA ALHÓNDIGA, SEGOVIA

Readings and music from different areas of the world, including India, which were represented as follows:

A reading by Ambassador of India Sanjay Varma of a text with quotations from Gandhi in commemoration 
of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth.

Reading of verses of medieval mysticism by Guillermo Rodríguez accompanied by Tatiana Rodríguez on 
the cello. Poems by Allama Prabhu, Akka Mahadevi, Basavanna and Nammalwar were performed.

Poems by Rabindranath Tagore were read by David Rodríguez accompanied by Tatiana Rodríguez on cello 
and Mónica de la Fuente on dance. Poems from the anthology La geometría del barro (LCK15 publications) 
were performed.
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BOOK PRESENTATIONS

KUMBHA MELA
4 APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

A journey with Naren Herrero into the world's greatest spiritual celebration. Every twelve years, millions of 
pilgrims gather peacefully in Prayag (Allahabad), in northern India, to participate in the most massive 
religious festival on the planet. They come to take a purifying bath at the confluence of three sacred rivers, 
while being in the presence of the thousands of gurus, sadhus and yogis who offer their teachings publicly. 

After submerging himself for almost two weeks in the Kumbha Mela, Naren Herrero narrates his experience 
with the freshness and amenity of a travelogue; but with an exquisite respect for the Hindu tradition and an 
impeccable documentary and academic base. Its pages detail essential issues, such as the origin of the 
festival, the myths surrounding it, the teachings of the masters or useful tips for attending future Kumbhas. 
A book published by Kairós Publishing House that is invaluable for those who want to immerse themselves 
in the Hindu tradition and a brilliant approach to the universal phenomenon of religion. Naren Herrero is a 
journalist and writer specialized in Yoga, culture, philosophy and Indian spirituality. He is a teacher of hatha 
yoga, a trainer of yoga teachers and teaches courses on the history, philosophy and mythology of yoga in 
Spain, Mexico and the United Kingdom.

PRESENTATION OF THE BOOK SANGITA AND NATYA. MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS OF INDIA IN 
THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ICCR ANNIVERSARY
9 APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Presentation of the 2nd edition of this publication dedicated to the music and performing arts of India by its 
authors Enrique Cámara, Mónica de la Fuente, Ignacio Corral and María González. This book is the first in 
Spanish language exclusively dedicated to offer an introduction to the music and performing arts of India 
through the analytical presentation of some of its most representative systems and genres. Besides 
facilitating the initial contact with some central concepts and phenomena of the Indian musical universe, 
the essays provide an approach to its main musical instruments (especially the sitar and the vina of the 
south), the fundamental concepts of Carnatic music (whose musical language was developed and continues 
to function in the four states that make up the south of the country), the analysis of the characteristic 
features of a raga of that tradition, the learning of traditional singing (equivalent in the East to what in the 
West is called classical music) and the introduction to two important genres of dance and theatre of 
southern India: Bharata Natyam and Kathakali. In all cases, the explanations of the technical and specific 
contents of these arts is reconciled with the intention of disseminating them directly and effectively.

The dancer Mónica de la Fuente and the musician Ignacio Corral offered a sample of dance and music after 
the presentation.

POLITICAL THOUGHT AND MODERNITY IN INDIA: TAGORE, GANDHI, AMBEDKAR, NEHRU
20 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID 

By Mario López Areu, Professor at the Faculty of Human and Social Sciences, Universidad Pontificia 
Comillas.

2.5.2.
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Modern India, the largest democracy in the world, is one of the great unknowns in the history of ideas in 
the Spanish-speaking academic world. This work seeks to help fill this gap through a study of the thought 
of four key Indian authors - Rabindranath Tagore, Mohandas K. Gandhi, Bhimarao Ambedkar and 
Jawaharlal Nehru - and their conception of four fundamental political concepts: civil society, the state, 
nationalism and communalism. Using the methodology of the history of concepts of Reinhart Koselleck, 
the book seeks to analyze the transition to modernity of Indian political thought and how, within that 
process, Western concepts introduced by British colonialism are incorporated and re-conceptualized by 
the Indian intelligentsia, giving rise to a different political modernity. A particularity of Indian political 
thought is that the vast majority of political leaders are at the same time the main thinkers. This implies 
that the world of ideas and the construction and development of the modern state and its contemporary 
structures have gone hand in hand. That is why in order to understand the contemporary Indian political 
reality it is essential to know the thinking that underpins it.

VEDA DÁRSHANA, THOUGHT, SPIRITUALITY AND LIFE IN THE HINDU TRADITION
20 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

With the participation of Juan Carlos Ramchandani, Swami Rameshwarananda Giri, Álvaro Enterría, Pedro 
Soto and Javier Ruiz Calderón. The work compiles eight articles by some of the greatest experts on 
Hinduism in Spain: Pedro Soto, Javier Ruiz Calderón, Ignacio Tineo, Swami Rameshwarananda Giri, Oscar 
Pujol Riembau, Álvaro Enterría, Juan Carlos Ramchandani and Óscar Montero. Edited by the Indian 
Federation of Spain (FHE).

JOURNEYS: A POETS DIARY (A.K. RAMANUJAN) 
24 SEPTEMBER, FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

Presentation of the book Journeys: A Poet's Diary (A.K. Ramanujan) with the participation of Guillermo 
Rodríguez, co-editor of the book, Mukul Kesavan, historian, novelist and political and social essayist from 
India, and Berta Cano, Department of English Philology, University of Valladolid.

Edited by Krishna Ramanujan and Guillermo Rodríguez at Penguin Books, Journeys: A Poet's Diary offers 
access to A.K. Ramanujan's personal diaries, providing a window into his creative process. It includes 
literary writings from his travels, his thoughts on writing, drafts of poetry and dreams. His journals served 
as fertile ground where he planted the seeds for much of his published work.

MAHATMA GANDHI SPEECH COMPETITION
The Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India in collaboration with Air India and DIVA India launched 
the Mahatma Gandhi speech competition for young people under 25 years of age to commemorate the 
150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948). The aim was to encourage young people to 
speak out and to disseminate Mahatma Gandhi's values of peace and non-violence, tolerance, love and 
humility. 

After evaluating the speeches presented from different parts of Spain, the jury decided to award the 
following prizes: 

CATEGORY	“MAHATMA”	(between 18 and 25 years old)

First	Prize		
Ana Marta Rodríguez Regueras (Madrid)

Second	Prize		
Patrizia Blek (Madrid)

Third	Prize		
Laura Cocho Parada (Valladolid)

CATEGORY	“GANDHI” (under 18 years old)

First	Prize
Lucía Espeso de la Plaza (Valladolid)

Second	Prize		
Alejandra Sevilla López (Madrid)

Third	Prize		
María Pastor Molina (La Nucía, Alicante)

2.5.3.
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Special	mention	of	the	school	with	the	highest	participation		
Jesús y María School (Valladolid), given to Professor Mª Felicidad Sanzo Rivero.

The Ambassador of India in Spain, Sanjay Verma, the Councillor for Culture and Tourism of the City Council 
of Valladolid, Ana Redondo, the Director of the International Strategy Area of the University of Valladolid, 
Elena Gonzalez-Cascos, and the Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, presented the awards at 
the headquarters of Casa de la India: a Kindle for the category "Gandhi" (under 18 years old) and a trip to 
India (Golden Triangle, Delhi, Agra and Jaipur, and visit to the Gandhi ashram in Ahmedabad) for the 
category "Mahatma" (between 18 and 25 years old).

The Mahatma Gandhi speech competition was part of the activities organized by Casa de la India in 
collaboration with other entities during 2019 to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of 
Mahatma Gandhi (born on 2nd October, 1869). 

OTHER CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS
DAY AND NIGHT OF THE MUSEUMS
18 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Valladolid celebrated one more year the International Day and the European Night of Museums. On this 
occasion, Casa de la India organised an interesting programme of cultural activities aimed at all audiences 
to promote and publicise its cultural space, with special attention to the figure and work of Mahatma Gand-
hi, on the occasion of the celebration of the 150th anniversary of his birth.

The International Museum Day is an initiative of more than forty years ago promoted by the International 
Council of Museums -ICOM- in charge of proposing each year a theme for this day. In 2019 the theme was 
"Museums as cultural axes: the future of tradition". For its part, this year is the fifteenth edition of "The 
European Night of Museums", which is held in over 3,000 museums across Europe on the initiative of the 
French Ministry of Culture, sponsored by the Council of Europe and UNESCO.

2.6.	
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Casa de la India held the following activities in the different areas of its headquarters (from 12 to 2 p.m. and 
from 5 to 1 a.m.) on the occasion of the celebration of the International Day and the European Night of the 
Museums  

Entrance: Welcome to the celebration of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi; "In the Footsteps of 
Gandhi" aimed at children up to the age of 12 who could stamp all the pages of their “Gandhian passport” 
through the different spaces of Casa de la India.

Ravi Shankar Auditorium: Exhibition "Gandhi: My life is my message", on the occasion of the 150th anniver-
sary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, on the life and teachings of the father of the Indian nation.

Classroom: Projection of audiovisuals related to Mahatma Gandhi.

Library: Guided visit to the library "Mahatma and the poet", dedicated to the relationship between Mahat-
ma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore; "Musical instruments of India", tour of the exhibition of instruments 
displayed in the library.

Garden: "Satyagraha or the strength of the soul", "The salt march ", Sabarmati Ashram.

Chill-out: recreation of Mahatma Gandhi's room (Birla, New Delhi).

Ravi Shankar Corner: with the music of the soundtrack of the film "Gandhi" (1982), composed by Ravi 
Shankar. It was also possible to see the personal sitar, donated to Casa de la India by the Ravi Shankar 
Foundation, of the so-considered best sitarist of all times.

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY: YOGA MASTERCLASS
JUNE 21, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID

On Friday 21st June, the "International Day of Yoga" was celebrated around the world for the fifth consecu-
tive year and Valladolid once again joined this celebration with a yoga master class. In 2019, to commemo-
rate the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth, the celebration moved to the Parque de la Paz, whe-
re the statue of Gandhi is located in Valladolid, one of three statues in Spain, in addition to the Canary 
Islands and Madrid. 

The "International Day of Yoga" summons hundreds of thousands of people around the world and in Valla-
dolid during the five editions celebrated more than two thousand people have already participated. In this 
edition the event included a mantra chant, the yoga master class and a meditative dance.

The "International Yoga Day" in Valladolid was organized by Casa de la India, Valladolid City Hall, Ministry 
of Ayush, the Indian Embassy, Alaya Espacio Yoga, Nadir Development Center, La Sonrisa del Corazón, Nim 
Yoga Creativo, Arca Real Senior Center and Karma Yoga, with the collaboration of Air India and Rituals 
Valladolid, and its objective was to make the practice of yoga known and to create a meeting point in Valla-
dolid where all yoga lovers can enjoy, practice and continue to deepen their knowledge of the millenary 
yogic teachings with the help of professionals from different yoga schools.

The programme was completed with the "Yoga Music Experience" concert, performed by Txema Vilchez 
(guitar/sitar) and Yonder Rodríguez (tabla), a unique experience that immersed the audience in universes 
of unparalleled beauty.

DEMONSTRATION OF CARROM 
13 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Casa de la India organized a demonstration of carrom, a popular Indian game similar to billiards, in which 
two or four players face each other on a square wooden board with holes in its four corners. The demons-
tration was carried out in collaboration with the Association of the Indian community of Castilla y León. 

CHILDREN'S CHESS TOURNAMENT 
18 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Chess, a board game originating in India, allows children to develop skills such as concentration, patience, 
memory, determination and creativity, among many others. Casa de la India in collaboration with the Valla-
dolid Chess Delegation, with the aim of motivating the practice of this exciting game, convened the second 
Children's Chess Tournament of Casa de la India for players under 12 years of age with great success of 
participation.

The following prizes were distributed.

Tower	Category (under 8 years old)
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First Prize: Raul Oliveros Ruiz
Second Prize: Noa Rico Arranz

Horse	category (under 10 years old) 
First Prize: Daniel Revuelta Blanco
Second Prize: Paula Pizarro Lasalle

Bishop	category	(under 12 years old)
First Prize: Daniel Gómez Martínez
Second Prize: Darío Hervada Serrano

Casa de la India also hosted the Sergio Sanz Dieguez chess tournament on 16 November in support of the 
fight against leukaemia.

DIWALI PARTY. FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
27 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Celebration of Diwali, the festival of lights, at Casa de la India with a Bollywood dance animation by dancer 
and choreographer Suresh Singh, and Kathak classical dance show based on stories by Rabindranath Tago-
re by Sangeeta Majumder (dancer) and Neel Ranjam Mukherjee (Hawaiian guitar). The attendees were also 
able to taste chay, a Indian tea.

Diwali is perhaps the best known of the Indian festivals: it is celebrated throughout India, as well as in In-
dian communities throughout the diaspora. It usually takes place eighteen days after Dusshera. It is collo-
quially known as the "festival of lights", as the common practice is to light small oil lamps and place them 
around the house, in the courtyards, as well as on the roofs and outside walls. In urban areas, especially, 
candles are replaced by diyas (lamps); and among the urban middle class, neon lights are made to replace 
candles. The celebration of the festival is invariably accompanied by the exchange of sweets and the explo-
sion of fireworks. As with other festivals in India, Diwali means many different things to people all over the 
country. In North India, Diwali celebrates the return of Rama, that is, his return to Ayodhya after the defeat 
of Ravana and his coronation as king; in Gujarat, the festival honours Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth; and 
in Bengal, it is associated with the goddess Kali. Everywhere, it means the renewal of life, and therefore it is 
common to wear new clothes on the day of the festival; similarly, it announces the arrival of winter and the 
beginning of the sowing season. 



59

CULTURE ANNUAL REPORT

2019



60



61

EDUCATION ANNUAL REPORT

2019

61

3.	

3.1.	

3.1.1.	

EDUCATION 
It is essential to understand the intercultural and socio-economic dimension of different societies and to 
perceive cultural and national identities as a dynamic and changing socio-cultural process interacting with 
other societies in a context of increasing globalization. Casa de la India, in its aim to promote knowledge of 
the diversity and multiculturalism of India in Spain in all its diversity and complexity, takes into account 
both traditional and historical facets and he tmultiple contemporary dimensions of India. It regularly 
develops educational and academic activities, in collaboration with different institutions, which include, 
among others, subjects and disciplines as diverse as literature, performing arts, music, culture and society 
and its historical evolution, spirituality and religions, economy and trade, and politics and international 
relations in the contemporary era. These contents are offered not only in activities aimed at the general 
public but also through educational programmes designed for specific educational sectors: university, 
secondary or primary school students. Casa de la India also serves, through different initiatives in the field 
of education, as a platform to develop programs of institutional cooperation and collaboration between 
universities, research centers, cultural centers, professionals, experts and academics, and the public 
administration of Spain and India.

The year 2019 has been marked in all its educational activities by the 150th anniversary of the birth of 
Mahatma Gandhi. As contemporary society delves into the meaning of life in the midst of the many 
complex problems facing humanity, Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy, based on historical facts, offers a 
powerful way to discern what path to follow through non-violence, in short, a clear inclination towards 
education for peace. Gandhi saw education as the means to cultivate the best in human beings and, 
therefore, in education lies the power of social transformation. In this endeavour Gandhi gave a key place 
to non-violence in education, to students and to freedom. 

COURSES

HINDI COURSES 
Under the agreement between the Indian Council for Cultural Relations of the Government of India (ICCR) 
and the University of Valladolid, the courses were conducted in Hindi language through the chair co-
financed by the Government of India.  The courses were held at the Centre for Asian Studies of the Faculty 
of Commerce of the University of Valladolid in collaboration with the Language Centre of the University 
and were taught at different levels by Professor Ram Prakash Yadav, PhD in Hindi and Director of the 
Department of Studies and Translation at Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidya, Wardha 
since 2017.

The University of Valladolid offers these courses to university students and to the general public interested 
in learning one of the most widely spoken languages in the world and in broadening their knowledge of 
Indian culture. With an average of fifteen students per class, the following levels of Hindi language were 
offered in the academic year 2018-2019 by Ram Prakash Yadav.

• Level	I
 From October 2018 to March 2019 (80 h)

• Level	II
 From October 2018 to March 2019 (80 h)

• Level	III
 From October 2018 to March 2019 (80 h)

• Level	IV

 From October 2018 to March 2019 (80 h) 

• Level	V
 From October 2018 to March 2019 (80 h)
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3.1.2.	 KALASANGAM: PERMANENT PERFORMING ARTS SEMINAR
The Permanent Seminar of Kalasangam Performing Arts of Casa de la India offered training courses in 
Indian dance, theatre and music for professionals, students and lovers of India. The theoretical and 
practical courses of Kalasangam give students the opportunity to learn essential aspects to acquire a base 
training in the performing arts and music of India and to be initiated in one of the disciplines of dance and 
music that are offered regularly. The aesthetic theories of India, as well as other aspects of the culture, 
such as philosophy, religion or history, complement the practical classes to better understand and practice 
these arts. 

REGULAR COURSES
The permanent seminar of Kalasangam performing arts, coordinated by the specialist in classical Bharata 
Natyam dance Mónica de la Fuente, offered the following courses:

• Bharata	Natyam	classical	dance	course	, (Level I) for new students.

From October 2018 to June 2019.
From October 2019 to June 2020.

• Bharata	Natyam	classical	dance	course, (Level II. Traditional repertoire) for students who have taken 
at least one complete Bharata Natyam dance course.

From October 2018 to June 2019.
From October 2019 to June 2020.

• Indian	dance	course, choreographic works based on Indian classical and contemporary dance.

From October 2018 to June 2019.
From October 2019 to June 2020.

PRESENTATION OF THE KALASANGAM 2019-20 COURSE WITH OPEN CLASS PARTICIPATION  
27 SEPTEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Presentation of the permanent seminar of Kalasangam performing arts of Casa de la India by its teacher. 
During the session, Mónica de la Fuente explained the different levels that would be offered in the 2019-20 
course and gave an open class for all those interested.

PERFORMANCES BY KALASANGAM STUDENTS
As part of the permanent performing arts seminar, performances by her students were presented in 
various cultural spaces and social events to raise awareness of Indian dance.

• Performance at the Vicente Escudero Civic Centre for Dancers in Valladolid on 12th January  to celebrate 
"Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas" (Overseas Community Day), in commemoration of the return of Mahatma 
Gandhi from South Africa to Mumbai on 9th January, 1915.

• Performance at the Millennium Dome in Valladolid on 7th April. In 2019 the city of Valladolid participated 
in the European MEET YOU project, organized by the Calderón Theatre. For six months various dance 
schools and companies worked on the choreography of "Le sacre du Printemps" (The Rite of Spring) by 
Igor Stravinski. A group of dance students from Kalasangam under the direction of Monica de la Fuente 
took part in this project conceived by choreographer Alain Platel and developed by Lisi Estaras and 
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Quan Bui Ngoc. More than 200 dancers gathered and several performances were held, which were open 

to the public in the city.

• Performance at the VII solidarity dinner of the Benito Meni hospital in the Dehesa de los Canónigos on 

7th June.

• Closing session of the Kalasangam course with the performance of the students in the Casa de la India 

on 19th June.

• Performance on the sidewalk of Recoletos, Valladolid, on 23rd June during the celebration of "Bicycle 

Day" as a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on the 150th anniversary of his birth.

LECTURES, SEMINARS AND ROUND TABLES

LECTURES AND ROUND TABLES IN CASA DE LA INDIA

"YOUTH FOR PEACE: BE THE CHANGE YOU WANT TO SEE IN THE WORLD"
7 FEBRUARY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

By Agustín Pániker, writer and editor specialized in the culture of India, who gave the young audience a 

brief comparative look at the culture of India and Spain; the global/local relationship in our present; the 

transition to our hyperconnected world; reflection to peaceful action and the need to avoid generalizing 

with impunity. This lecture-debate was addressed to students of Secondary Education on 30th January in 

the framework of the "School Day of Non-Violence and Peace" and the 150th anniversary of the birth of 

Mahatma Gandhi.

"THE INDIAN DIMENSION IN THE THOUGHT OF RAIMON PANIKKAR"
7 FEBRUARY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID 

Lecture by Agustín Pániker, writer and editor specializing in Indian cultura on the birth centenary of the 

philosopher, theologian and writer Raimon Panikkar (born 3rd November 1918). 

3.2.	

3.2.1.	
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"THE VISION OF MAHATMA GANDHI IN THE PROCESS OF INDIA'S INDEPENDENCE"
21 MARCH, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Lecture by Jesús Ojeda Guerrero, researcher in Social Sciences, in commemoration of the 150th anniversary 

of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi.

This lecture dealt with Gandhi's activity in the last processes of Indian independence. The title is related to 

a conversation with his grand-niece Manu in Delhi at the end of May 1947, where he remarked on the idea of 

the partition of India that it was like “a wooden loaf”.

"POLITICAL THOUGHT AND MODERNITY IN INDIA: TAGORE, GANDHI, AMBEDKAR, NEHRU"
13 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Lecture by Mario López Areu, Professor at the Faculty of Human and Social Sciences, Universidad Pontificia 

Comillas.  A lecture on the ideas of the main political and intellectual leaders of the nationalist movement 

who articulated a political vision of unity in diversity for India, based on the principles of democracy, 

equality and social justice. Through the study of the thought of four key Indian authors - Rabindranath 

Tagore, Mohandas K. Gandhi, Bhimarao Ambedkar and Jawaharlal Nehru - and their conception of four 

fundamental political concepts: civil society, the state, nationalism and communalism. Mario López Areu 

analyzed the transition to modernity of Indian political thought and how, within that process, Western 

concepts introduced by British colonialism are incorporated and reconceptualized by the Indian 

intelligentsia, giving rise to a different political modernity. A particularity of Indian political thought is that 

the vast majority of political leaders are at the same time the main thinkers. This implies that the world of 

ideas and the construction and development of the modern state and its contemporary structures have 

gone hand in hand. In order to understand contemporary Indian political reality, it is essential to know the 

thought process that underpins it. 

"MAHATMA GANDHI AND THE CULTURE OF NON-VIOLENCE"
10 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Lecture by the writer Francisco López Seivane. He is a regular contributor  to "El Mundo", "ABC" and other 

important media, and also directs the program "Crónicas de un nómada" on Radio 5 (RNE). 

LECTURES, ROUND TABLES AND SEMINARS WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS  

“CHANGING INDIA”  
28 FEBRUARY, FACULTY OF COMMERCE, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

Ambassador Sanjay Verma gave a lecture at the University of Valladolid with the title "Changing India", in 

which he addressed the social impact of India's new economic model, investment opportunities for Spanish 

companies, and the economic development in key sectors that is leading to India's future, as well as India's 

economic trade strategy in the recent global context.

3.2.2.	
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"TAGORE AND GANDHI, A CRITICAL VIEW OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY AND EDUCATION"
7 MAY, FACULTY OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID 

As part of the Rabindranath Tagore Memorial, which celebrates the Bengali artist's anniversary each year, 
and the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth, a lecture was given by Summauli Pyne, Director, 
Global Affairs, International Relations & Outreach at Sister Nivedita University (Techno India Group) in 
Kolkata. The talk offered a moving insight into the relationship between Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma 
Gandhi, both of whom contributed to the emergence of a new India and created their own educational 
philosophy. Gandhi saw education as an instrument for socio-economic progress, material advancement, 
political evolution and moral development of individuals in society. While Tagore's educational system 
emphasizes the intellectual, physical, social, moral, economic, emotional and spiritual aspects of human 

life through which a man can develop an imposing personality. 

"INDIA'S EVOLVING WORLD VIEW: NEHRUVIAN NON-ALIGNMENT TO NOW" 
20 SEPTEMBER, HAY FESTIVAL IN SEGOVIA
23 SEPTEMBER, DIPLOMATIC SCHOOL OF MADRID 
24 SEPTEMBER, FACULTY OF COMMERCE, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID  

By Mukul Kesavan, historian, novelist and political and social essayist, professor at Jamia Millia Islamia 
National University in New Delhi, who contributed ideas on the analysis of the constitution of a plural 
republic and historical developments leading to majority policies.

In collaboration with Hay Festival Segovia, Spain-India Council Foundation, Embassy of India and Centre for 
Asian Studies at the University of Valladolid.

"150 YEARS OF MAHATMA GANDHI: IDEAS AND CONCEPTS TO RETHINK A WORLD IN CRISIS"
 3 OCTOBER, FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

Mario López Areu, Professor of the Department of International Relations at the Pontifical University of 
Comillas, gave the lecture "150 years of Mahatma Gandhi: ideas and concepts for rethinking a world in 
crisis" in an event organised by the Faculty of Arts of the University of Valladolid and Casa de la India within 
the framework of the "Literary Thursdays" programme and on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the 
birth of Mahatma Gandhi. In the lecture, Professor López Areu analysed Gandhi's ethical-political vision 
and highlighted the continued relevance of principles such as non-violence, cooperation and 
decentralisation, which are present in new ways of rethinking the sustainability of our world, such as the 
theory of degrowth, the economy of proximity and the custody of territory.
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MUSIC AND DANCE SEMINAR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
26 AND 27 NOVEMBER, FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

The University of Valladolid, through its Department of Musicology, organized a Seminar on Indian Classical 
Music and Dance by the musicians Ravi Prasad and Subrata De and the Indian performing arts expert 
Monica de la Fuente.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE SPANISH ASSOCIATION OF INTER-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES 
ON INDIA, DEDICATED TO GANDHI 
27 TO 29 NOVEMBER, FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

The Spanish Association of Interdisciplinary Studies on India (AAEEII) held the 6th biannual International 
Conference on Mahatma Gandhi in the Faculty of Arts of the University of Valladolid with the title, " Gandhi 
in Contemporary India: Seeking Peace amid Disorders". The conference was organized by the Department 
of English Philology of the University of Valladolid and the Spanish Association of Interdisciplinary Studies 
on India in collaboration with Casa de la India and the Patio Herreriano Museum. Casa de la India 
collaborated with the participation of the acclaimed actress and film director Aparna Sen, who spoke with 
Felicity Hand, professor at the Autonomous University of Barcelona, in one of the sessions. Casa de la India 
also hosted a poetry reading by Cheran Rudramurthy, followed by the official cocktail party of the 
Conference. The general programme of the conference took place in the framework of the 150th anniversary 
of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi which was undoubtedly a significant commemoration that encouraged 
both celebration and reflection, the perfect moment to look back and with new eyes examine the figure of 
Gandhi, his principles and ideas and his relevance in the contemporary world.

ESCUELA DE LA INDIA (INDIA SCHOOL) PROGRAMMES 
Escuela de la India, organized by Casa de la India, is an educational program that promotes intercultural 
dialogue and a meeting place, based on the principle of equal opportunities and inclusion. It is inspired by 
the theory and practice of integral education advocated by Rabindranath Tagore, a strong advocate of 
dialogue between cultures and peoples. Tagore strove to bring Western civilizations and India closer 
together, convinced that East and West could understand each other. 

Escuela	de	la	India:	open	and	intercultural

The educational program believes that diversity can be a school in itself to move towards a more open and 
plural society.

The school, through the different activities it proposes, wants to be a place of learning, exchange, 
relationship, communication and meeting with different realities. The idea of openness applied to our 
activities is understood as the disposition of a positive attitude towards other ideas and cultures, diverse 
ways of being and doing, in short, the acceptance of change to promote innovation for peace, creativity 
and interculturality.

Escuela	de	la	India:	curiosity	and	experimentation

The methodology used, "learning by experience" allows the participants to get in touch with the realities of 
India by promoting an encounter between people, a deeper knowledge of the culture and society of India 
from the point of view of diversity, a space for exploration and the implementation of such knowledge and 
values in an environment of respect and freedom. It proposes a direct involvement of the participants and 
approaches the daily life of India, the gastronomy and the diverse festivals, the dances and the songs, the 
different religions and cultures, the customs and traditions, etc., and addresses those curiosities, doubts 
and other questions that are raised.

Escuela	de	la	India:	art	as	an	inclusive	tool	

The activities  of this program includes artistic education such as music, dance, painting, literature, etc., to 
encourage the management of the mind and emotions, to favour free and creative expression and to 
acquire a set of socio-emotional skills for coexistence.  It establishes connections by taking art as a 
universal language for all cultures.

With this Tagorean educational philosophy, the India School has offered an intense programme of activities 
as a meeting point between cultures, where participants have been able to express themselves through 

3.3.	
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different artistic, social and cultural manifestations, establishing a dialogue with India and with Tagore as a 
resource for learning, teaching and intercultural dialogue.

The Escuela de la India is committed to an educational project aimed at various groups, educational 
centres, city councils, associations, etc., with direct involvement of its educational team and with the aim of 
designing and implementing specific collaboration projects adapted to the specific needs of each entity 
and target group. The educational offer of the Escuela de la India consists of cultural weeks, intercultural 
days, educational fairs, seminars, meetings, workshops, concerts and didactic shows, special celebrations 
and intercultural evenings dedicated to India. Therefore, the educational centres are presented with 
flexible and open proposals of activities that can be adapted to the different contexts, modalities, spaces 
and groups. These activities take place in the centres that request them, as well as in the headquarters of 
Casa de la India in Valladolid. 

Throughout the year 2019, the Escuela de la India has carried out sixteen intercultural days, sixteen 
didactic shows, three educational fairs, nine special celebrations, five educational innovation projects, 
eighty-seven workshops and forty-six guided visits to the exhibitions of Casa de la India. Approximately 
4,563 students and more than 200 teachers have participated in the various activities which have received 
excellent feedback. The activities developed by Escuela de la India during the year 2019 are divided into 
the following sections: 

INTERCULTURAL DAYS
In the Intercultural Days of Escuela de la India, different topics on traditional and contemporary India are 
addressed to help understand the multiple cultural and religious aspects of this vast country where 
different cultures, ethnic groups and religions coexist. The artistic demonstrations, which are also part of 
the activities, introduce the students to the aesthetic traditions of India, as well as to aspects of culture, 
thought and history, which are fundamental for understanding, practicing and tasting the arts of India.

During these intercultural sessions on Indian culture, different workshops and cultural, artistic and 
everyday demonstrations were offered from an intercultural perspective. These sessions are a synthesis of 
the activities that are carried out in the cultural week, dedicated to certain topics of special interest: 

• Performing Arts in India.

• Customs and ways of life in India.

• The great religions of the world to promote tolerance.

• Introduction to Indian music.

• Ayurveda natural medicine.

• Relaxation exercises and asanas.

• Visual arts, literature and traditional arts of India.

• Traditional Indian games.

• Music and musical instruments.

• Cooperation and training.

3.3.1.
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The Intercultural Days of India have been held throughout the year 2019 with the following centres and 
entities:

• Colegio Amor de Dios, 13 de febrero. 

• Amor de Dios High School, 13 February. 

• CEIP Antonio García Quintana School, 14 and 15 February.

• IES Marqués de Lozoya High School, 22 February. 

• FCCEAV Civic Centre Esgueva, 25 February. 

• Socio-cultural and tourist animation program, Emilio Ferrari Secondary School, 27 February. 

• Special Education Centre, Pino Obregón, 28 February.

• CEIP Federico García Lorca School, 7 March. 

• Nuestra Señora del Carmen School, 14 March. 

• CEIP San Pedro School, 27 March. 

• Compañía de María La Enseñanza School, March 29. 

• CEIP El Peral School, 9 and 10 April. 

• AMPA Parents Association of CEIP Ponce de León School, June 17. 

• Sociedad San Vicente de Paúl, 5 July. 

• ACCEM Valladolid, 5 September. 

• Hygiene Training Programme, Centro Divina Providencia, December 3.  

• Reading Club, San Nicolás Public Library, December 17.

INTERCULTURAL EDUCATIONAL SHOWS
The presentation and live performance of Indian music, dance and theatre gave the participating groups 
the opportunity to get closer to a diverse and enriching world. The objective of these didactic shows is the 
promotion and diffusion of the scenic and musical arts as a way of showing and transmitting Indian cultural 
traditions and realities.  The participating centres were:

3.3.2.	
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•  FEFC Sacred Heart, 21 February. 

• CEIP Professor Tierno Galván School, 22 February. 

• CEIP Cardinal Mendoza School, 28 February. 

• Nuestra Señora del Carmen School, 14 March.

• Our Lady of Consolation School, 3 April.

• CEIP El Peral School, 2 May. 

• CEIP Nicomedes Sanz School, 13 November.

CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

DAY OF PEACE AND NON-VIOLENCE
7 FEBRUARY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

In its ninth edition, on the occasion of the "School Day of Peace and Non-violence" celebrated on 30th 

January in Spain and coinciding with the anniversary of the death of Mahatma Gandhi, the lecture-debate 
"Diversity, Interculturality and Values for Peace" was held at Casa de la India on 7th February by Agustín 
Pániker, writer and editor specialised in the culture of India. The lecture-debate had the triple purpose of 
being a call to self-education, reflection and peaceful action. 

The lecture, aimed at secondary and high school students with a participation of 100 schoolchildren, had 
the objective of providing students with instruments of peace and understanding through different 
reflections on education for peace. 

The educational centres of Valladolid that participated in the conference-debate were the following:

• IES La Merced High School.

• Gregorio Fernandez Education Center.

• IES Condesa Eylo Alfonso High School.

• IES Vega de Prado High School.

EXCHANGE OF THE IES CONDESA EYLO ALFONSO HIGH SCHOOL OF VALLADOLID WITH THE DPS 
(DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL) OF NOIDA, INDIA 
16 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

On the occasion of the exchange between the IES Condesa Eylo Alfonso High School and the DPS of Noida, 
India, and after a first contact with the city of Valladolid, a group of fourteen students and two teachers 
from this Indian centre visited Casa de la India as part of the program of activities they developed during 
their stay in the city. 

The Director of Casa de la India and the educational team of Escuela de la India received the group in a 
guided visit to the headquarters of Casa de la India, where presentations and other activities of cultural 
approach between Spain and India were carried out. 

3.3.3.	
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INTERNATIONAL DAY AND EUROPEAN NIGHT OF MUSEUMS
18 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Casa de la India celebrated the International Day and the European Night of Museums, two events that 
took place on the same day in 2019, 18th May. This year's theme, chosen by the International Council of Mu-
seums (ICOM), was "Museums as cultural hubs: the future of tradition", a theme that sought to focus on the 
new roles of museums as active players in their communities. The role of museums in society is changing. 
Once considered static institutions, museums are reinventing themselves to be more interactive, audience-
centred, community-oriented, flexible, adaptable and mobile. They have become cultural axes that function 
as platforms where creativity is combined with knowledge and where visitors can co-create, share and in-
teract. Under this theme Casa de la India opened its doors at special hours and with a programme of diver-
se activities, joining the rest of the museums and exhibition halls of the city in this initiative coordinated by 
the City Council of Valladolid. In this edition Casa de la India offered a very special programme with the 
commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi and the following activities were 
offered to the public: 

• Visita guiada a la biblioteca “Mahatma y el poeta Rabindranath Tagore”.

• Guided visit to the library "Mahatma and the poet Rabindranath Tagore".

• Visit to the garden: Ahmedabad Ashram. "The Salt March". 

• Exhibition "Gandhi: My life is my message", in the Ravi Shankar auditorium.

• Educational interactive visit for family audiences "Gandhi within the reach of the youngest”. 

• Tour of the different areas of the centre titled "In the footsteps of Gandhi", for children up to 12 years. 

• Visit to the recreation of Gandhi's room.

• Ravi Shankar and the music of the film "Gandhi" (1982). On the first floor of the building the public could 
admire Ravi Shankar's personal sitar, donated by the Ravi Shankar Foundation, and listen to music from 
the soundtrack of the film "Gandhi".

EDUCATIONAL DAYS OF THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAHATMA GANDHI IN THE SCHOOLS. 
"MAHATMA GANDHI WITHIN THE REACH OF THE YOUTH" 
8 APRIL, CEIP ALONSO BERRUGUETE SCHOOL, VALLADOLID 
6 MAY, IES PÍO DEL RÍO HORTEGA HIGH SCHOOL, PORTILLO, VALLADOLID. 
21 MAY, CEIP QUEVEDO SCHOOL, LEÓN.  

On the occasion of the celebration of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and with the motto 
"Dialogue for Peace: Learning to know, to do, to be and to live together" the team of the Escuela de la India 
visited educational centres of Infant, Primary and Secondary Education of Valladolid and the province to 
celebrate an educational day that allowed the students to get closer to the culture and society of India and 
to get to know the figure of Mahatma Gandhi through different workshops that were organised in the 
different spaces of the centre converted into places of experimentation and learning.  The aim was to raise 
awareness and educate for tolerance, solidarity, harmony, respect, non-violence and peace, to make 
schools instruments of peace and understanding between people of different backgrounds, races, cultures 
and religions. In short, to contribute to a critical and creative education that cultivates solidarity, truth, 
freedom and recognition of diversity. 

Approximately 1400 students and 85 teachers participated in the educational days, and the following 
activities were carried out:

Educational	exhibition	on	the	 life	of	Mahatma	Gandhi	"Gandhi	within	the	reach	of	the	
youth”

An interactive exhibition space on the life and work of Mahatma Gandhi titled "My life is my message". This 
exhibition was enriched through books, educational materials, panels, video reproduction, lectures, etc. 
The exhibition and activities were guided by Jesús Ojeda and Mercedes de la Fuente. 

"Discovering	India"	workshop.

This workshop offered content to approach the society, history, geography and culture of India. In addition, 
skills were provided to develop and use this knowledge and attitudes as tools to shape the culture and 
society of India. 

Also, it was aimed to develop skills such as the ability to communicate in a constructive way in different 
social and cultural environments, showing tolerance and trying to understand different points of view, 
developing the capacity for empathy. The workshop was guided by María Rodríguez Vidal. 
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Workshop	"India	from	the	inside”.
The students were able to approach the daily life of the Indian society through a direct interaction with a 
person from India, Laya Xavier, member of the Indian community of Castilla y León, who addressed those 
curiosities, doubts and other questions that came up throughout the session.

This session promoted intercultural experience, exchange and knowledge to understand and analyze the 
behavior and practies of other societies and environments, from constructive participation and knowledge 
of diversity.

Yoga	workshop	by	Manoj	Kumar,	yoga	teacher,	Embassy	of	India.	
The students had the opportunity to practice and learn about yoga in their classrooms, a practice that has 
been developed in India and is recognized for its benefits to overall health. The yoga session taught the 
students the importance of developing self-discipline, self-awareness and being in union with the 
environment. It included a session of physical exercises, breathing techniques and meditation in order to 
make the students aware of the importance of taking care of their health, toning up their body and bringing 
their lives into a state of physical, mental and emotional balance and harmony. They were also able to 
discuss how yoga can help them deal with the personal challenges that they face in their daily life in their 
family, school and social environment. 

Didactic	 performance	 –	 “Tell	 me	 and	 dance”	 "One	 trip,	 100	 rupees"	 by	 the	 dancer,	
choreographer	and	artistic	director	Mónica	de	la	Fuente.	
The main focus of this activity is on art and artistic creation, in particular dance, and the students were 
able to enjoy an artistic demonstration together with a practical session where they acquired a greater 
knowledge of their bodies and their expressive capacities, aimed at strengthening their confidence and 
developing greater fluency, not only physical but also socially. 

Music	from	India	and	its	musical	instruments
In an entertaining and didactic way, young students and children were introduced to the world of Indian 
musical instruments, especially percussion instruments, so that they could have an interesting sensory 
experience of various instruments that evoked the sounds of the jungle, the sea, the rivers, nature, etc. The 
workshop was directed by the musician Yonder Rodríguez.

Artistic	Encounter	of	music	and	dance	by	Mónica	de	la	Fuente	and	Yonder	Rodríguez.	
The artistic meeting included the participation of two artists from the show "Rasa y Duende", in which they 
dialogued through contemporary dance and music languages from India and Spain. In this meeting, the 
attention of the students was drawn to the importance of dance, dance and music as a means of bringing 
together, communicating and expressing different societies and cultures. In this way, the aim was to 
develop the body's expressive resources by exploring the possibilities that rhythm has in relation to music 
and expression. 

Workshop	of	make-up	and	characterization.
The students got to know the history of Rama and Sita through the characterization of the two heroes of 
the classic Indian epic of the "Ramayana". After introducing the social and cultural contexts the children 
could choose the character they wanted to represent.  

Final	dance	for	all	students.
The choreographic dance activates the potentials of integration of students and is a positive way of relating 
to classmates. Dances were presented with simple choreographies, based on different music traditions of 
India, in which the whole school could participate.
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EDUCATIONAL DAY IN THE CAMPO GRANDE PARK OF VALLADOLID 
"THE RABINDRANATH TAGORE OUTDOOR SCHOOL"
5 JUNE, CAMPO GRANDE, VALLADOLID

The India School, the educational program of Casa de la India, organized in the Campo Grande Park of 

Valladolid, coinciding with the "World Environment Day", the third edition of the educational day "The 

School of Rabindranath Tagore", based on the model of Rabindranath Tagore, where students are taught 

outdoors under the trees through the development of sensitivity and emotion in contact with nature and in 

the values of goodness, truth and beauty. "My school is not a cage. My school is a nest," he said. 

Poet, philosopher, painter, educator, Rabindranath Tagore was one of the most influential persons of his 

time not only in India but also in other countries, where he spread his ideas about the human being and 

became an ambassador of Indian culture. Tagore was a pioneering educator, founding a new school and 

later a University in Santiniketan (the “abode of peace”).

The celebration of the Tagore  educational day, coordinated by Mercedes de la Fuente, focused on the 

following disciplines: music, dance, poetry and painting. This year, and in a special way, it was made to 

coincide with the "World Environment Day", in order to instil among the students respect for nature and 

for the environment in which we live. The Campo Grande is the largest urban park in the city and the oldest 

green space in Valladolid, where numerous species of animals and plants live.  Respect for nature is not 

only valuing it but also taking the necessary measures not to damage it, which promotes an ecological 

conscience.

The classes were attended by schoolchildren from both the Cardenal Mendoza Public School in Valladolid 

and the Francisco Giner de los Ríos Public School, with 80 students taking part, and were given by 

specialized teachers who have direct knowledge of the Santiniketan model: Tatiana Rodríguez (music), 

Mónica de la Fuente (dance), David Rodríguez (poetry and painting), María Rodríguez and Blanca Mediero 

(environmental educators). 

The closing ceremony was attended by María Victoria Soto, Councillor for Education, Children and Equality 

of the Valladolid City Council, María Sánchez, Councillor for Environment and Sustainability of the 

Valladolid City Council, Madan Singh Bhandari, DCM, Embassy of India, Jeeva María Joy, Second Secretary 

of the Embassy of India, and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India. 

At the end of the ceremony, the Indian Embassy handed over a set of books on India to the respective 

schools.
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DEMONSTRATION OF CARROM
13 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Casa de la India organized one of the most popular games in India for a family audience: a practical 
demonstration of carrom, a popular Indian game similar to billiards, in which two or four players face each 
other on a square wooden board with holes in its four corners. This fantastic board game combines visual, 
motor and dexterity skills. The competing couples enjoyed two hours of play and expressed the excitement 
of this game of skill.

CHILDREN'S CHESS TOURNAMENT CASA DE LA INDIA
18 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLIDD

Chess, a board game originating in India, allows children to develop skills such as concentration, patience, 
memory, determination and creativity, among many others.  Casa de la India in collaboration with the  n 
Chess Delegaof Valladolidtion, with the aim of motivating the practice of this exciting game, organised the 
second Casa de la India Children's Chess Tournament for players under 12 years of age. The tournament 
was a great success in terms of participation in the different categories: "Rook", under 8 years old, 
"Knight", under 10 years old, and "Bishop", under 12 years old. The winners in the different categories were 
Alberto Macías de Castro, Daniel García Barriomirón and Daniel Revuelta Blanco.

GANDHI JAYANTI. CELEBRATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NON-VIOLENCE WITH SCHOOLS 
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAHATMA GANDHI
2 OCTOBER, PEACE PARK, VALLADOLID 

During the year 2019, the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi (born on 2nd October, 1869) was 
commemorated all over the world and the Valladolid City Council, in collaboration with Casa de la India and 
other entities, organized a whole range of activities to remember the figure of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of 
the Indian independence movement, who rejected armed struggle and preached ahimsa (non-violence).  

Coinciding with the day of the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, 2nd October, the date on 
which the "International Day of Non-Violence" is also celebrated every year by the United Nations (in 
homage to Gandhi), a great event was held in the emblematic Peace Park of Valladolid, with the 
participation of students from Secondary Schools accompanied by their teachers and management teams, 
representatives of the Provincial Federation of Neighbourhood Associations, representatives of the 
Centres for the Elderly and local authorities. 

The educational centres that participated in this event were the following: IES Arca Real, IES Condesa Eylo 
Alfonso, IES Julián Marías, IES La Merced, IES Leopoldo Cano, IES Ramón y Cajal, IES Vega del Prado and 
the Centro Nuestra Señora.

More than 500 young students paid homage to Gandhi with the following activities: 

• Floral offering in front of Gandhi's sculpture by the representatives of each of the participating schools 
and authorities.  

• Performance of the choir of the IES Condesa Eylo Alfonso High School with the interpretation of the 
song "Vaishnav Jan ToTeneKahije", a 15th century poem composed in ancient Gujarati and adopted by 
Gandhi in the list of prayers that were routinely sung in the Sabarmati ashram. 

• Discourses on peace and non-violence by student representatives from educational institutions.
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• Performance by the students of the Arca Real High School with a choreographic dance around the four 
flower circles surrounding Gandhi's sculpture. 

• Bansuri flute performance by the flutist Rupak Kulkarni accompanied by Debasish Adhikary (tabla) and 
Rananja and Rupak Kulkarni in the framework of their European tour sponsored by ICCR (Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations).

Especially exciting and moving were some of the speeches that representatives of the more than five 
hundred students gave, advocating peace in tribute to Mahatma Gandhi and expressing their gratitude for 
the organization of the event. 

STUDENT EXCHANGE TRIP OF THE CONDESA EYLO ALFONSO HIGH SCHOOL TO THE CITY OF 
AHMEDABAD, INDIA
FROM 5 TO 22 OCTOBER, AHMEDABAD, INDIA.

Within the framework of the Twinning Protocol between the cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad and the 
celebration of the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, an exchange trip of secondary school 
students from Valladolid with an educational centre in Ahmedabad, the Mahatma International School, 
took place. This is the fifth exchange program that the IES Condesa Eylo Alfonso High School carries out 
with schools in India. On this occasion seven students of the High School and two teachers, accompanied 
by two representatives of Casa de la India, visited the city of Ahmedabad. The exchange was carried out 
with the Mahatma International School in order to spread Gandhi's message of non-violence and at the 
same time make a comparative study of the two cities. The students shared not only academic but also 
family and social life. 

As part of this exchange trip, institutional meetings, tourist visits, etc. were organized, among which the 
following program should be highlighted:  

• Welcome ceremony and activities with the students at Mahatma International School.

• Participation with the students and teachers of the educational centre in the Navaratri Festivity. 

• Welcome and tour of the most emblematic monuments of the city of Ahmedabad by representatives of 
the City Council of Ahmedabad (Heritage walk). Visits to some of the Islamic monuments, Jain temples, 
wooden vernacular architecture, highlighting the oldest regional tradition and a thriving culture of the 
walled city. 

• Visit and lunch at The House of MG, an iconic 20th century mansion, formerly a family home built by one 
of the city's fathers, Mangaldas. The building beautifully represents 20th century colonial heritage archi-
tecture and is now a heritage hotel. 

• Visit to the step well located in the village of Adalaj, near the city of Ahmedabad.  

• Sightseeing tour in a rickshaw through the old town of Ahmedabad. Visit to the oldest parts of the city 
through the narrow streets and beautiful havelis discovering the most hidden secrets of the city as well 
as its highlights. 

• Visit to the Sabarmati ashram, also known as Gandhi ashram, which was one of the many residences of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

• Reception and welcome to the exchange students at the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation by Mayor, 
Bijal Patel. 

• Visit and tour of the different collections of the Calico Textile Museum, the main Indian textile museum, 
managed by the Sarabhai Foundation. 

• Visit to the celebration of the Navaratri Festival of the Sheryas Foundation, an educational, cultural and 
social centre founded on the principles of the teaching philosophies of Madame Montessori, Rabindra-
nath Tagore and Gandhi. 

• Tour of the various havelis and visit to the City Heritage Centre, one of the restoration projects in the 
ancient walled city of Ahmedabad. It is a community-based resource centre that helps to preserve, main-
tain and promote its architectural and cultural heritage. 

• “Home stay" for one week at the Jagdip Metha House.  The building represents a typical Ahmedabad 
house with a central courtyard and an elegant facade, which has a colonial influence in contrast to its 
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vernacular layers. In this house one could appreciate the deep interest in heritage and culture, as the 
house is an active place for frequent cultural events. The aim of this stay was to experience a rehabilita-
tion project that develops sustainable ecosystems in support of the community and that wishes to use 
its heritage homes for 'home stays' or any other adaptive reuse for economic benefit. 

• Stay at the "French Haveli", a 150-year-old house, artistically restored in Gujarati style. Maintaining its 
splendid traditional structure, the French Haveli offered a unique experience of living in the historic com-
munity called 'Pol'. The effort to be an example of investment for the preservation of heritage and cultu-
re could be perceived. 

• Visit to the "Darpana Accademy" accompanied by Revanta Sarabhai, dancer, choreographer and actor 
from Ahmedabad, India, specialized in the use of arts for social change and transformation.

On 25th September, the Ambassador of India to Spain, Sanjay Verma, the Councillor for Culture and Tourism 
of the Valladolid City Council, Ana Redondo, the Second Secretary of the Embassy of India, Jeeva María 
Joy, and the Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez held a meeting with the group of students 
who would be traveling to India with the purpose of wishing them a successful trip and offering them the 
opportunity to exchange and expand their knowledge about Indian culture, as well as preparing them for 
the experience and cultural immersion in such a different, diverse and enriching country. The event took 
place in the library of the educational centre where they were received by Maria del Carmen Díez Fraile, 
director of the centre, Iñaki Becoechea, secretary, music teacher and director of the choir, and the teachers 
in charge of the trip, Rosa Casado and Maialen Pons.
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PROJECTS WITH EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL CENTRES  
THE CULTURE OF INDIA IN THE CLASSROOMS OF THE IES LA MERCED HIGH SCHOOL  IN 
VALLADOLID  2018 - 2019
One more year the working group "Sarasvati", constituted during the academic year 2018-2019 by the 

teachers Asunción Cuadrado Garzón, Pilar Sánchez Mayor, Jesús López González and Luis Carretero Ajo, 

have fulfilled the programmed objectives, as they have continued elaborating didactic materials related to 

the history and the culture of India, which have been applied in the classrooms in three chosen subjects: 

music, visual arts and history.

The educational project "The Culture of India in the Classrooms of La Merced" emerged in the academic 

year 2011-2012, as a working group of the IES La Merced High School, in collaboration with Casa de la India 

in Valladolid, in order to strengthen the educational activities in English and to work on interculturality, so 

that knowledge of the culture of India could enrich the world view of students. This educational project was 

integrated into the curriculum of Compulsory Secondary Education, both in terms of its general and 

specific objectives and its contribution to the acquisition of basic skills. At the same time in the school year 

2013-2014 the project (working group) was recognized by the CEFIE (Centre for Teacher Training and 

Educational Innovation of Valladolid).

The actions carried out during the 2018-2019 school year consisted of:

• Lecture-debate entitled "Diversity, Interculturality and Values of Peace", given by Agustín Pániker, re-

nowned specialist in Indian culture, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma 

Gandhi and within the framework of the "School Day of Non-Violence and Peace" on 30th  January.  This 

activity took place on 7th February 2019, thanks to the collaboration of Maria de la Fuente Collantes Mén-

dez, professor of Philosophy, who attended with the students of Humanities and Social Sciences (11th 

Grade). The activity was very interesting for the students because of their own interest in the topic and 

because of the outstanding communication qualities of Augustine Paniker with students. 

• Visit to the exhibition "Gandhi: My life is my message", an inspiring chronicle of the life and work of Gan-

dhi on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of his birth, located in the Ravi Shankar auditorium of Casa 

de la India. 

• Educational day at Casa de la India. Presentation of the materials and activities prepared throughout 

the 2018-2019 school year by the students and teachers of the "Sarasvati" work group on 19th June with 

a representation of sixty students and four teachers.

SUMMER MEETING "CROSSING CULTURES, VISION FROM THE EDUCATIONAL PERSPECTIVE" IN 
COLLABORATION WITH THE EDUCATION COUNCIL OF CASTILLA Y LEÓN 
19 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID 

This meeting brought students closer to the cultural and social changes in the current generations and in 

the different cultures that exist in our society; am essential element to take into account in the educational 

processes that are carried out in search of equal opportunities and inclusion. 

The Summer Meeting tried to approach the reality that the current generations of diverse cultures live in 

present-day Spain and that have greater presence like the gypsy community or the communities from 

Eastern Europe, Arab countries, Latin America,and  India, etc. The aim was to analyse specific contexts and 

also to find out about the general situation that is being experienced in Spain and Europe.

As the meeting was held at Casa de la India, there was an opportunity to get to know the centre in all its 

dimensions and to transmit to the participants the knowledge of the diversity and multiculturalism of India 

in Spain in all its variety and complexity, attending to both the traditional and historical facets as well as the 

multiple contemporary dimensions.

The programme carried out during this meeting included the following activities:

• Lecture: "Diversity as a school" by Sarah Babiker Moreno.

3.3.4.	
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• Conversations with Lucien-AurelianSoare, History graduate and Master in Secondary Education; Marina-
Simona Barbosu, Law student and member of the European Association of Law Students; and María Elena 
de la Fuente Estébanez, coordinator of socio-cultural activities of the La Rondilla Women's Association, 
which works with the immigrant population.

• Presentations on the intercultural, educational and artistic projects of Casa de la India: the educational 
project of Escuela de la India and LAB India of Performing Arts.

INTERCULTURAL EDUCATIONAL DAY: NGO SAN VICENTE DE PAUL SOCIETY 
5 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

As part of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, an educational day was held for a group of students 
aged 12 to 14. During this day, the various facilities of Casa de la India were shown and the participants 
enjoyed an intercultural and exchange experience. The day brought them closer to the daily life of India, 
the gastronomy, the customs, traditions, dances, etc.

INTERCULTURAL EDUCATION DAY: SUMMER SCHOOL 2019. BAKER STREET INTERNATIONAL 
PROGRAM, VALLADOLID  
12 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Visiting Casa de la India was one of the activities carried out within this program of immersion and cultural 
exchange in Valladolid. The Summer School 2019 program of Baker Street International  offers the 
possibility for Valladolid families to welcome students from the United States and to participate in a cultural 
and linguistic immersion. Fifty-six students between the ages of 13 and 17 and four teachers of both 
nationalities participated in this intercultural educational day. 

In this meeting, it was possible to enjoy an intercultural experience and exchange, acquiring knowledge 
that allowed students to understand and analyze the customs of different societies and environments. 
Constructive participation and knowledge of diversity were highlighted. The socio-cultural and artistic 
demonstrations, which were also part of the activities carried out, introduced the participants to the 
aesthetic traditions of India.

Finally, in an atmosphere of tranquillity and relaxation, the students were invited to express, communicate 
and share their experience with the purpose of appreciating and valuing with a critical spirit, and with an 
open and respectful attitude, the different cultural, social and artistic manifestations as a source of 
personal enrichment and enjoyment and to consider them as part of human heritage. 

VISIT TO CASA DE LA INDIA BY IES LA MERCED HIGH SCHOOL UNDER PROJECT ERASMUS+KA2
10 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID    

During the week from 6th to 11th October, La Merced High School organized a series of educational and 
cultural activities in the city of Valladolid within the framework of the ERASMUS+ KA2 project. The 
activities were aimed at high school students with the theme "Social inclusion in today's Europe". In this 
edition 6 countries participated (Norway, Finland, Holland, Latvia, Italy and Spain). Each of the countries 
worked on a theme related to social inclusion, and in this case the IES La MercedHigh School dealt with the 
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theme of refugees. The cultural activity that took place in Casa de la India had the participation of 82 

students from the different countries accompanied by 6 teachers.  

The program that took place in this day consisted of: 

• Ritual of welcome before the sculpture of Rabindranath Tagore.

• Guided visit to the different spaces and facilities of Casa de la India.

• Presentation of Casa de la India and its importance in the cultural and social life of Valladolid.  

• Interpretation of songs performed by the students of the IES La Merced High School on the theme of 

refugees.  

• Talk on the subject of refugees by a psychologist who works with refugees in Valladolid. 

• Farewell and tasting of chai (Indian tea). 

GUIDED VISITS TO CASA DE LA INDIA
The objective of these visits is to bring Casa de la India closer to the schoolchildren through a programme 

of visits with workshops adapted to the different educational levels in order to provide a direct experience 

of Indian culture. In these guided visits, the different spaces of the centre are visited, also taking advantage 

of the exhibitions that are regularly hosted, in order to expose various aspects of Indian culture.

This year the groups that visited Casa de la India were able to experience the following exhibitions:

EXHIBITION "GANDHI: MY LIFE IS MY MESSAGE"
FROM 9 MAY 9 TO 25 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

EXHIBITION "10 YEARS OF CASA DE LA INDIA'S HEADQUARTERS".
PERMANENT EXHIBITION, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

3.3.5.	
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LIBRARY
LIBRARY SERVICES
The library of Casa de la India is a specialized centre for information about India. In addition to providing 
readers and researchers with access to knowledge of India's cultural heritage, one of the library's main 
tasks is to collaborate in the cultural and educational activities of the Casa.

The library has a collection of more than 3,000 references including books, periodicals, audiovisual 
material (CDs and DVDs) and multimedia (CD-ROMs). The linguistic richness of India is reflected in the 
variety of languages that make up the library's collection: English, Spanish, Hindi, Bengali and Malayalam, 
among others. In order to ensure access to Indian culture and knowledge, the library provides its users with 
music, films, literature and monographs covering multiple fields of knowledge such as philosophy, religion, 
society, politics, economy, travel, history and art, among others.

The library catalogue is part of the network of libraries in Castilla y León, from whose collective catalogue, 
accessible via the Internet (http://rabel.jcyl.es), you can consult both the library's collection and new items, 
as well as having the option of requesting reservations and renewing loans. All users can borrow two books 
for 15 days and one CD, one DVD and one CD-ROM for 7 days. 

The opening hours of the library of Casa de la India are from Monday to Friday, from 10:00 to 14:00 and 
from 17:00 to 20:00 (Monday afternoon closed), and to access it there are two types of cards:

• Castilla y León Library User Card issued by any of the libraries belonging to RABEL (Castilla y León Li-
brary Network). This card is necessary for any type of loan.

• Casa de la India Friend Card (in any of its modalities). This card is required to use both the reading room 
and the garden of the library for consultation, reading or study. In addition, owners of this card can bene-
fit from other library services such as the DSI and the Wifi zone.

TAGORE LIBRARY OF JOSÉ PAZ
Casa de la India has one of the most important private collections on Rabindranath Tagore in the world 
donated by the professor and researcher José Paz. This donation contains about 20,000 volumes in 
languages of the world, with numerous first editions in Bengali, as well as in the main European languages. 
The collection includes a copy of the first 1912 English edition of Gitanjali, Tagore's most important work, 
for which he became the first Asian to win the Nobel Prize for Literature. Among the volumes also deserves 
special mention The Golden Book of Tagore, which was published with the collaboration of his friends 
around the world to commemorate his 70th birthday and of which only 500 copies were published in 1931. 
The collection also includes books and studies on the author, works dedicated to his three educational 
institutions: the new school of Santiniketan, the farm-school of Sriniketan and the Visva Bharati 
International University, periodicals directed and founded by Tagore, more than 2,000 CDs of music, 
videos, documentaries, paintings, prints, photographs and postage stamps.

In 2019, Casa de la India continued its work to disseminate the figure and work of Rabindranath Tagore 
through the following activities.

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE

RABINDRANATH TAGORE MEMORIAL
LECTURE "TAGORE AND GANDHI, A CRITICAL VIEW OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY AND TEACHING"
7 MAY, FACULTY OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

Lecture by Summauli Pyne, Director, Global Affairs, International Relations & Outreach at Sister Nivedita 
University (Techno India Group) in Kolkata, in commemoration of the anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore's 
birth. Organized by Casa de la India, the Vice-Rectorate of Internationalization of the University of 
Valladolid and the Faculty of Education and Social Work of the University of Valladolid, the lecture dealt 
with the contribution of Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi in relation to the humanist vision of 
their philosophy. Both Rabindranath Tagore in the field of education and art and Mahatma Gandhi in 
politics coincided in their humanist vision of believing in the goodness of the human being to contribute to 
the improvement of the world.  

4.
4.1.

4.2.	
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DAY AND NIGHT OF THE MUSEUMS
18 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Casa de la India carried out activities (from 12 to 14 and from 17 to 01 h) on the occasion the International 
Day and the European Night of Museums. Among the programmed activities were guided visits to the 
library with the theme "Mahatma and the poet", dedicated to the relationship between Mahatma Gandhi 
and Rabindranath Tagore.

THE POET AND THE MAHATMA
27 MAY, AULA MERGELINA, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

Within the framework of the film series dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi to celebrate his 150th anniversary, 
organized in collaboration with the Film Chair of the University of Valladolid, the documentary "The Poet 
and the Mahatma", directed by Debebrata Roy, was screened.

EDUCATIONAL DAY IN THE CAMPO GRANDE PARK OF VALLADOLID: "THE SCHOOL OF 
RABINDRANATH TAGORE"
5 JUNE, CAMPO GRANDE PARK, VALLADOLID 

The Escuela de la India (India School) , an educational program of Casa de la India, organized in the Campo 
Grande Park of Valladolid, coinciding with the "World Environment Day", the third edition of the educational 
day "The School of Rabindranath Tagore", based on the model developed by Rabindranath Tagore, where 
students are taught outdoors under the trees around three values: truth, goodness and beauty. 

The celebration of this educational day, coordinated by Mercedes de la Fuente, focused on the following 
disciplines: music, dance, poetry and painting. The classes were attended by students from the Cardenal 
Mendoza Public School and the Francisco Giner de los Ríos Public School in Valladolid and were taught by 
specialized teachers who are directly familiar with the Santiniketan model: Tatiana Rodríguez (music), 
Mónica de la Fuente (dance) and David Rodríguez (poetry and painting).

The closing ceremony was attended by María Victoria Soto, Councillor for Education, Children and Equality 
of the Valladolid City Council, María Sánchez, Councillor for Environment and Sustainability of the 
Valladolid City Council, Madan Singh Bhandari, DCM of the Embassy of India, Jeeva María Joy, Second 
Secretary (Press Information and Culture) of the Embassy of India, and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of 
Casa de la India.

At the end of the ceremony, the Indian Embassy handed over a set of books on India to the respective 
schools.

LECTURE: "POLITICAL THOUGHT AND MODERNITY IN INDIA: TAGORE, GANDHI, AMBEDKAR, 
NEHRU
13 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

By Mario López Areu, Professor at the Faculty of Human and Social Sciences, Universidad Pontificia 
Comillas. A lecture on the ideas of the main political and intellectual leaders of the nationalist movement 
who articulated a political vision of unity in diversity for India, based on the principles of democracy, 
equality and social justice.
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HAY FESTIVAL SEGOVIA. VOICES IN THE SQUARE
20 SEPTEMBER, LA ALHÓNDIGA, SEGOVIA

Readings and music from different parts of the world. 

Reading of Rabindranath Tagore poems by David Rodríguez accompanied by Tatiana Rodríguez on the 
cello and Mónica de la Fuente on dance. Poems from the anthology La geometría del barro (LCK15 
Publishing House) were interpreted.

KATHAK CLASSICAL DANCE SHOW BASED ON TAGORE'S TALES
27 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Sangeeta Majumder (dancer) and Neel Ranjan Mukherjee (Hawaiian guitar) presented a show based on 
Tagore stories, a special performance of the progressive women of Tagore's work through Indian classical 
dance Kathak. Sangeeta Majumder represented the heroines, as they have been portrayed by Rabindranath 
Tagore in his different creations. All of Rabindranath heroines are the perfect union between modernity 
and traditional values. Thus they are heroines who will never become obsolete, but will always be 
contemporary.

CINEMA: SCREENINGS OF FILMS BASED ON THE NOVEL "GHARE BAIRE"
The film "Ghawre Bairey Aaj", directed by Aparna Sen and inspired by Rabindranath Tagore's novel "Ghare 
Baire" (The Home and the World), which was adapted to cinema by Satyajit Ray in his 1980s film "Ghare 
Baire", was also screened at the exhibition. Both adaptations, despite being set in different periods, touch 
on the fundamental themes of Tagore's novel: nationalism, the role of women, religion and politics. The 
screenings took place in Filmoteca Española (Spanish Film Archives, Madrid) in November, and in the 
Broadway cinemas (Valladolid) and the Aula Mergelina of the Historical Building of the University of 
Valladolid in December.

BOOK PRESENTATIONS
During 2019 the following books were presented at Casa de la India:

• Kumbha Mela by Naren Herrero (Kairós Publishing House).

• Sangita and Natya: Music and Performing Arts of India . (University of Valladolid).

• Political thought and modernity in India: Tagore, Gandhi, Ambedkar, Nehru by Mario López Areu (Centre 
for Political and Constitutional Studies).

• Veda Dárshana, , thought, spirituality and life in the Hindu tradition by Pedro Soto, Javier Ruiz Calderón, 
Ignacio Tineo, Swami Rameshwarananda Giri, Oscar Pujol Riembau, Álvaro Enterría, Juan Carlos Ram-
chandani and Óscar Montero. (Hindu Federation of Spain). 

4.3.	
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COOPERATION AND ENTERPRISE
COOPERATION WITH THE CITY OF AHMEDABAD
The cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad have been working on historical heritage and tourism management 
projects for more than a decad e. In 2017 the two cities formalized a twinning protocol to cooperate in 
various sectors. Its bridge of union is Casa de la India, which has been promoting the relationship between 
the two cities since 2008 through different cooperation projects in the field of historical heritage 
management and tourism.

Since the signing of the twinning protocol in 2017, work is being carried out in the following areas: intelligent 
cities, intelligent urban planning and services, youth, tourism development, culture, conservation and 
sustainable management of historical and cultural heritage, education and training programmes, the 
transfer and exchange of knowledge and entrepreneurship in the cultural heritage sector, among others.

During 2019 the following events and programmes have taken place in the framework of the twinning 
protocol:

VISIT OF A DELEGATION FROM THE CITY OF AHMEDABAD TO VALLADOLID
FROM 10 TO 11 OCTOBER, VALLADOLID

The Municipal Commissioner of Ahmedabad, Vijay-Nehra, the highest municipal authority, and the 
President of its Standing Committee, Amul Bhatt, visited Valladolid on 10th and 11th  October within the 
framework of the twinning protocol signed between the two cities and the 150th anniversary of the birth of 
Mahatma Gandhi, a figure closely linked to the city of Ahmedabad. Ahmedabad's delegation travelled to 
Valladolid to visit its sister city in Castilla y León, after a brief visit to Madrid. 

In Valladolid the municipal representatives of India first visited Casa de la India, which houses the wooden 
facade of a mansion donated by Ahmedabad in 2009, and then the Mayor of Valladolid, Oscar Puente, 
received the delegation in the municipal council. A working meeting discussed proposals for cooperation in 
the two cities' action plan for 2020-2021 in the framework of the twinning protocol:

Tourist	promotion.	Bilateral	trips/Famtrips:

• Visit of Spanish journalists specialized in travel to Ahmedabad coinciding with the second week of 
January 2020 in the framework of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, as well as other points of 
interest related to Gandhi.

• Promotion of Valladolid in Gujarat. A representative of the tourist office of Valladolid will travel to Ahme-
dabad to show the tourist offer of Valladolid.

• Presence of tourism agencies from Ahmedabad at the FITUR tourism fair as part of the twinning bet-
ween the two cities.

Business	Relations	and	Innovation	Projects	and	Smart	Cities:

• Visit of a business delegation led by the Mayor of Valladolid to Ahmedabad in the framework of Vibrant 
Gujarat, January 2021.

• Visit to Ahmedabad of a delegation from the Innovation Agency of Valladolid to learn about Ahmedabad's 
projects in the field of Smart Cities.

After the meeting held in the consistory the representatives of Ahmedabad went to the statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi in the Peace Park of Valladolid to make a floral offering. The Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Valladolid, Antonio Largo, then received the Indian delegation at the Palace of Santa Cruz to discuss the 
various student and university expert exchange programmes in which the University of Valladolid 
collaborates with the University of Ahmedabad. One of the main objectives of this meeting was to address 
the close relationship between the Schools of Engineering and Architecture of the University of Valladolid 
and the University of Ahmedabad that can contribute to the exchange of experts and key knowledge in the 
transformation towards intelligent and sustainable cities.

5.	
5.1.	
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Also during the visit to the city of Valladolid, the delegation from Ahmedabad was able to learn about some 

of the projects in the field of intelligent cities (electric mobility and renewable energy) in which the city is 

immersed, with technical meetings at the Agency for Innovation and Economic Development and a visit to 

the Municipal Archives, where they discussed the possible advice of Valladolid in the preparation of the 

inventory of assets of interest to Ahmedabad.

TRIP TO AHMEDABAD OF THE IES CONDESA EYLO ALFONSO HIGH SCHOOL  
FROM 5 OCTOBER TO 22 OCTOBER, AHMEDABAD, NEW DELHI

Within the framework of the action plan for 2019 of the twinning between Valladolid and Ahmedabad and 

on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, an exchange of secondary school students 

organized by the IES Condesa Eylo Alfonso with the Mahatma Gandhi International School of Ahmedabad 

and with the collaboration of the Casa de la India, the Town Halls of Valladolid and Ahmedabad, and the 

Embassy of India, took place. During their visit to India, which coincided with the important Hindu festival 

of Navaratri, the young people from Valladolid exchanged experiences with the students from Ahmedabad, 

getting to know their culture, art and customs. A visit to Mahatma Gandhi's ashram on the banks of the 

Sabarmati River was another highlight of this trip.

Among the institutional activities of the exchange program, it is also worth mentioning the reception of 

the students of the IES Condesa Eylo Alfonso at the Ahmedabad City Hall by the Mayor of Ahmedabad, 

Bijalben Patel. 

Moreover, within the framework of this visit to Ahmedabad and under the programme of the School of 

India, the team of Casa de la India held the following working meetings: 

• Meeting at the NGO City Heritage Centre with Rajiv Patel, who presented the heritage rehabilitation 

projects to encourage tourism to the ancient walled city of Ahmedabad and give art lovers the opportu-

nity to appreciate its beauty through the stays of these traditional houses - Haveli. 

• Meeting with the secretary of the Sabarmati Ashram in order to share experiences on the educational 

projects on Gandhi that are carried out from the institution. 

• Meeting with Abhay Mangaldas founder and director of The House of MG and trustee of the Shreyas 

Foundation. The objective of this meeting was to learn about the activities of the foundation and the 

possibilities of collaboration with it to carry out educational activities for children.
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COOPERATION IN THE TOURISM SECTOR
COLLABORATION IN THE DOCUMENTARY "RURAL TOURISM IN THE WORLD: KERALA, INDIA"
19 MAY, RTVE SPANISH NATIONAL TELEVISION PREMIERE

Casa de la India collaborated in the episode dedicated to Kerala of the international series "Rural Tourism 
in the World", a co-production of RTVE Spanish National Television and Orange Productions, under the 
direction of the Spanish director and journalist Juan Frutos. The episode dedicated to Kerala shows us its 
jungles, heavenly coasts, sacred mountains, its gastronomy and spices, and the exciting Kathakali theatre.

PARTICIPATION IN THE INCREDIBLE INDIA ROAD SHOW
15 OCTOBER, HOTEL MIGUEL ÁNGEL, MADRID

The Director of Casa de la India participated on 15th October in the tourism promotion and workshop event 
organized in Madrid by the Ministry of Tourism of India with Indian and Spanish tour operators under the 
brand name "Incredibe India".

The event was inaugurated by the Indian tourism agency in Frankfurt and Madan Singh, DCM of the 
Embassy of India in Spain. The main presentation was by the Indian Ministry of Tourism, followed by a Q&A 
with the participating tour operators present at the event. As part of the event, a round of B2B working 
meetings was organized, which allowed the director of Casa de la India to get to know first-hand the new 
strategies and tourist offers of some of the regions of India. Particularly worth mentioning was the meeting 
he held with the Minister of Tourism of the State of Arunachal Pradesh, Nakap Nalo, who participated in the 
event with an important delegation and who proposed an exchange project for the promotion of tourism 
between Spain and Arunachal Pradesh.

5.2.
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COOPERATION IN THE FILM INDUSTRY 
RAMJI NATARAJAN AWARDED THE "SPAIN FILM COMMISSION SCREEN TOURISM 
AMBASSADORS AWARD 2019" AT FITUR
25 JANUARY, IFEMA, MADRID

On Friday, 25th January, within the framework of FITUR SCREEN TOURISM, a session titled "India: 
Bollywood, an international example of cinema and tourism fusion" was held, moderated by Casa de la 
India director, Guillermo Rodríguez, and attended by India's ambassador to Spain, Sanjay Verma, and tour 
operator and location manager Ramji Natarajan, CEO of Travel Masters India. At the end of the session, 
Ramji Natarajan was awarded the "Spain Film Commission FITUR SCREEN TOURISM Ambassadors 2019 
Award", which is given to those personalities who can act as ambassadors for the audio-visual and tourism 
industry in Spain and the world. In addition to his long career in film, Ramji Natarajan represents the 
perfect symbiosis between film and tourism as founder and CEO of Travel Masters India PVT Ltd, a leader 
in film tourism for the Indian market that offers professional services to both producers and end consumers.

The Spain Film Commission (SFC) award ceremony was attended by the Ambassador of India to Spain, 
Sanjay Verma and the Secretary of the Spain Film Commission, Juan Manuel Guimerans. The ceremony 
took place on the stage of FITUR CINE at IFEMA, with the sponsorship of Air India, the only airline in the 
world with regular direct flights between India and Spain.

ACADEMIC COOPERATION 
VISIT OF THE DIRECTOR, GLOBAL AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF TECHNOINDIA 
GROUP, KOLKATA
FROM 5 TO 9 MAY, VALLADOLID

Dr. Summauli Pyne, Director, Global Affairs, International Relations & Outreach at Sister Nivedita University 
(Techno India Group, Kolkata) visited Valladolid with the purpose of strengthening the cooperation links 
with the University of Valladolid and Casa de la India through student and academic expert exchanges in 
subjects such as engineering, science, humanities and Tagore studies. She also showed great interest in 
participating in international cooperation programmes that have education and new technologies as their 
main axes.

5.4.

5.3.
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During her visit Dr. Pyne was able to visit Casa de la India and later met with Paloma Castro, Pro-Vice-
chancellor of Internationalisation of the University of Valladolid at the Santa Cruz Palace. After visiting the 
Science Park of the University in the Valladolid campus, she gave a lecture on Gandhi and Tagore at the 
Faculty of Education, in which she compared the two iconic figures as humanists and thinkers.

As part of this program, she also visited the campus of the University of Valladolid in Segovia and had a 
meeting with Agustín García Matilla, Pro-Vice-chancellor of the Segovia Campus.

VISIT OF THE VICE-CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID TO INDIA IN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF THE ICCR ACADEMIC VISITORS PROGRAM
FROM 7 TO 16 NOVEMBER, NEW DELHI, AHMEDABAD, KOLKATA AND SANTIIKETAN

The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid and President of the Casa de la India, Antonio Largo, 
was invited to India in November by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) under the programme 
of Distinguished Academic Visitors to make an institutional and academic cooperation visit, accompanied 
by the Pro-Vice-chancellor of Internationalisation of the University of Valladolid, Paloma Castro, and the 
Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez. As part of the programme organized by ICCR, visits were 
made to the cities of New Delhi, Ahmedabad, Kolkata and the campus founded by Rabindranath Tagore in 
Santiniketan.

In New Delhi, the ICCR offered a welcome dinner presided over by the director general of the ICCR, Akhilesh 
Mishra, in which academic representatives from various universities and technology centres in New Delhi, 
as well as from the Spanish Embassy in India and the Instituto Cervantes, participated. On 9th November, 
the Valladolid delegation had the opportunity to participate in the events celebrating the 10th anniversary 
of the Instituto Cervantes in New Delhi, directed by the indologist Óscar Pujol. The following day the 
Spanish Ambassador to India, José Ramón Barañano, organised a working lunch with the delegation at his 
residence. The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, to end his programme in New Delhi, also met 
with the Dean of International Relations of Delhi Technological University, Vishal Verma.

In Ahmedabad, the Indian city twinned with Valladolid, academic meetings were organized with the Vice-
Chancellor of the Gujarat Vidyapith University, Anamik Shah, who considered the possibility of initiating an 
exchange programme between the faculties of education of the two universities to promote Gandhian 
studies; and with Pankaj Mishra, Vice.Chancellor of the University of Ahmedabad, with whom there has 
been an active collaboration agreement since 2010 with the exchange in architectural heritage and 
engineering and which has been extended to the field of commerce and business.  
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Graduate and doctoral student exchanges in areas of scientific research were the focus of the working 
session at the Sister Nivedita Unversity in Kolkata with Vice-Chancellor Ashoke Ranjan and the international 
relations team led by Summauli Pyne, who visited the campus of the University of Valladolid in May to plan 
these projects. 

The journey ended in Santiniketan, near Bolpur, two hours by train from Kolkata in the famous campus 
founded by the Nobel Prize winner Rabindranath Tagore in 1901, named "abode of peace" (Santiniketan). 
The delegation was hosted at the guest house of the Viswa Bharati University founded by Rabindranath 
Tagore in 1921 after opening his experimental outdoor school there.

PARTICIPATION IN OTHER COOPERATION AND 
BUSINESS EVENTS
4TH LECTURE SERIES ON ECONOMY AND BUSINESS IN CINEMA ORGANIZED BY ECOVA
25 DE FEBRERO, TEATRO ZORRILLA, VALLADOLID

The Association of Economists of Valladolid (ECOVA) held the IV Lecture Series on Economy and Business 
in Cinema at the Zorrilla Theatre. This lecture series is an educational initiative, aimed at introducing the 
public to the importance of economy and highlighting how certain economic events can lead to relevant 
social and historical changes. Framed within the effort to "achieve a rapprochement of economics to all 
areas of society", the lecture series was organized by ECOVA and the magazine Castilla y León Económica. 
It also counted on the collaboration of the Provincial Council of Valladolid, the University of Valladolid, 
Castilla y León Radio Television and Casa de la India.

As part of the sessions, the film "Machines" was presented, the first documentary by director Rahul Jain, a 
native of New Delhi. The documentary offers a harsh look at the endless days in an immense textile factory 
in Surat (India). The film has had great international success thanks to the IDFA Official Selection 
Netherlands 2016, Amnesty International Catalonia Docs Barcelona 2017 Award, Special Jury Award at 
Sundance 2017, Human Values Award and Jury Award at Thessaloniki DFF, Greece 2016.

Javier Castán, director of the Film Chair at the University of Valladolid, was in charge of presenting the 
film. After the screening, a round table was held with the participation of Juan Carlos de Margarida, 
President of the Association of Economists of Valladolid (ECOVA); Jesús Julio Carnero, President of the 
Provincial Council of Valladolid, and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India. The session was 
moderated by the director of the magazine "Castilla y León Económica", Alberto Cagigas.

PARTICIPATION IN THE "HORASIS INDIA MEETING" IN SEGOVIA
FROM 23 TO 24 JUNE. IE BUSINESS SCHOOL, SEGOVIA

The 2019 edition of the Horasis India Meeting was organized in the city of Segovia by Horasis, The Global 
Visions Community, and had the support of the Instituto de Empresa, which hosted the event, and the 
Confederation of Indian Industries (CII). The event took place at the IE headquarters in Segovia over two days 
and was attended by more than 300 business, academic and institutional representatives. This edition 
entitled "Inspiring Our Future" aimed to analyze the relations between Spain and India as well as the current 
global geopolitical situation, the economic and technological challenges facing the Asian continent, the 
globalization of Indian companies, their growth and impact on the world economy, as well as business and 
investment opportunities in India.

5.5.
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Horasis is a group of independent experts based in Zurich, Switzerland, established in 2005 by Frank-Jürgen 
Richter, its chairman. This organization holds meetings of world business leaders by invitation, with a regional 
focus on China, India and Southeast Asia.

The Horasis India Meeting 2019 was inaugurated by Reyes Maroto, Minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism, 
Government of Spain, Salvador Carmona, Vice-Chancellor of the Instituto de Empresa, and Sanjay Verma, 
Ambassador of India to Spain. Presidents and CEOs of large international companies, politicians and 
academic experts from the Instituto de Empresa met in various sessions during the days of the event. From 
India noted executives, founders and managers of large companies, institutions and administrations as well 
as new and thriving technological start-ups, educational centers and cultural industries participated. Guests 
included, among many other prominent leaders, Akhil Bansal, Deputy CEO of KPMG India, T.V. Narendran, 
CEO of Tata Steel, and Vishal Chordia, Chairman, Maharashtra State Khadi and Village Industries Board.

The topics covered a wide range of sectors, from the use of block chain technology in the Indian economy to 
new possibilities for Spain-India collaboration in innovation and technology, including the Asian country's 
educational model, tools for investing in Spain, the overpopulation of Indian cities or the analysis of the world 
economy, globalisation and protectionism. Casa de la India and on the occasion of the celebration of the 150th 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhise, Horasis proposed to hold the session titled "The Inspiration of Mahatma 
Gandhi", in which Julio Andrade, Director, The International Training Centre for Authorities and Leaders, 
Spain, participated as speakers; Asif Iqbal, President, Indian Economic Trade Organization (IETO), India; RL 
Narayanan, Vice Chairman, Centre for Innovation in Education and Empowerment, India; Chris Barkey, 
Managing Director, Barkey GmbH, Germany; and Mirjana D. Perko, Chairperson, inCon, Slovenia.

The session, attended by the Ambassador of India, Sanjay Verma, and moderated by the Director of Casa de 
la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, focused on Gandhi's teachings on non-violence, peaceful cooperation and 
satyagraha ("force of truth"), applied to the current business environment.

INDIAN LEADERS PROGRAMME OF THE SPAIN-INDIA COUNCIL FOUNDATION
FROM 2 TO 3 JULY, VALLADOLID

The seventh edition of the Indian Leaders Programme organized by the Spain-India Council Foundation 
included a program in Valladolid on 2nd and 3rd July organized by the Spain-India Council Foundation in 
collaboration with Casa de la India, University of Valladolid, Science Park of the University of Valladolid and 
Boecillo Technology Park. This edition focused on entrepreneurship and start-ups and had four participants 
who visited Madrid, Valladolid and Barcelona from 30th June to 5th July.

After the leaders' visit to Madrid, the first stop during the course of the programme in Valladolid was Casa 
de la India, where they were presented with the model of Casa de la India as a cultural centre of reference 



in Spain for the dissemination of Indian culture. During the visit, the director of Casa de la India highlighted 
that the city of Valladolid, with the support of Casa de la India, the City Council and its University, 
constitutes "a great opportunity for the internationalization" of Indian companies and institutions.

During their stay in Valladolid, the Indian leaders also visited the Boecillo Technology Park and the Cartif 
Foundation, as well as the Science Park of the University of Valladolid. The leaders were interested in all 
aspects of the functioning of these institutions, from their participation in European programmes, to 
programmes advising entrepreneurs, such as aid for the internationalisation of SMEs.

During the visit to the Science Park of the University of Valladolid, the Indian delegation was received by 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Antonio Largo. After being introduced to the facilities 
and functioning of this campus, the Indian experts expressed their interest in contributing to strengthen 
the links with the University of Valladolid and its Science Park, and offered to receive the representatives of 
the University of Valladolid in the events to be held in India in the near future.
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