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PRESENTATION  

As a cultural platform and versatile centre which aims to strengthen the links between the civil societies 

of India and Spain, Casa de la India Foundation has carried out during 2018 in coordination with its 

trustees, the Embassy of India, the University of Valladolid and the City Council of Valladolid, an intense 

agenda of activities in its various areas of action (institutional, culture, education and cooperation and 

enterprise) in Valladolid and Madrid as well as other Spanish cities such as Barcelona, León, Soria, 

Burgos, Granada, Malaga, etc.

On October 2, 2018, the anniversary of Gandhi's birth and "International Day of Nonviolence", we joined 

the international events to officially celebrate the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth (1869) 

with the aim of disseminating Gandhi's values and principles in a contemporary context. As Indian 

President Ram Nath Kovind noted from New Delhi in the presentation, which also included the launch of 

the official commemorative logo, “Mahatma Gandhi does not just belong to India” He remains one of the 

most prominent icons and leaders of recent history for humanity, and his figure has had an enormous 

influence on all continents as an ethical reference leaving us a rich legacy. The special programme 

designed by Casa de la India for this launch included various activities in Spain that will continue 

throughout 2019. Among these promotional actions Casa de la India coordinated with the Embassy of 

India the production of a musical video with the Gujarati anthem 'Vaishnava Jana To' from the 15th 

century, which Gandhi popularized and which was part of a promotional video with the participation of 

the different Indian embassies in the world. Representing Spain, the choir of the IES Condesa Eylo 

Alfonso de Valladolid recorded this anthem in the Peace Park of Valladolid, with the statue of Gandhi in 

the background, donated by India in 2001.

Also noteworthy in the institutional area is the celebration at Casa de la India on 12th December of the 

meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Spain-India Council Foundation, an entity that will celebrate the 

tenth anniversary of its creation in 2019. The meeting, which was attended by the new Ambassador of 

India to Spain, Sanjay Verma, and the Mayor of Valladolid, Óscar Puente, as special guests, was an 

opportunity to inform the trustees of the Spain-India Council Foundation of the headquarters of the 

Casa de la India and the activities of its Foundation, presided over by the Vice-chancellor of the University 

of Valladolid, Antonio Largo, in the period 2018-2020.

Subsequently, on 16th December, at the meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Casa de la India 

Foundation, made up of the Embassy of India, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, the University of 

Valladolid and the Valladolid City Council, an important institutional event was held for the Foundation: 

the formalisation of the new MoU, valid for the period 2019-2023, by which the Government of India 

instrumentalises its annual contribution to the Casa de la India Foundation. The signing ceremony was 

attended by the Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Riva Ganguly Das, 

together with the new Ambassador of India and representatives of the City Council and the University.

In the cultural field, one of the most outstanding events in 2018 was the celebration between the months 

of June and September of the fifth edition of the "India in Concert Festival" in the cities of Madrid, 

Valladolid and Granada. Held every two years, this successful festival supported by the Indian Council for 

Cultural Relations (ICCR) offers Spanish audiences the opportunity to enjoy performances by some of 

India's leading representatives of music and dance. In this edition the programme included the prodigious 

violinist Ambi Subramaniam and his Ensemble, the renowned singers Gundecha Brothers and Attakkalari, 

one of India's most innovative contemporary dance companies. The presence in Spain of Jayachandran 

Palazhy, artistic director of the Bangalore-based Attakkalari Centre for Movement Arts, has also enabled 

a series of meetings and workshops to be held with dance institutions within the framework of the 

research and training work of the LAB-India of Performing Arts of the Casa de la India.

As part of the regular programme, among other artistic companies sponsored by the ICCR this year, we 

have had the privilege to present Bina Devi Laishram Ensemble (Manipuri dance), Partho Sarothy (sarod) 

and Kadamb Kathak (Kathak dance) in various cities, as well as privately touring performances by artists 



such as Parvathy Baul (Baul singing), Baishali Sarkar (Rabindrasangeet singing) and Jasvinder Singh 

(Bhangra dance).

Another milestone in 2018 was the successful international tour coordinated by Casa de la India to 

present the theatre play "Kijote Kathakali", directed by Ignacio Garcia and produced in 2016 by Casa de 

la India and Margi Company (Trivandrum) in collaboration with the Almagro International Theatre 

Festival. This tour included performances by Margi in Belgium (Palais de Beaux-Arts, Brussels, in the 

framework of ASEM), Mexico (Festival Internacional Cervantino in Guanajuato) and Madrid (Auditorio 

Nacional). The co-production of the "Kijote Kathakali", conceived as an artistic meeting point between 

two cultures (the world of Cervantes of the 17th century and the classical Kathakali theatre of Kerala, 

which also originated in the 17th century), has undoubtedly been one of the most popular Indo-Spanish 

cultural productions in recent years and has received great acclaim from the public and critics.

In the film sector this year the Casa de la India, in collaboration with the Spanish Film Academy and 

Cineteca Matadero (Madrid), among other entities, launched a new initiative: "Indiaindie. Showcase of 

Independent Cinema of India". This film week, which allowed the Spanish public to get to know firsthand 

the new cinema being made in India through screenings and round table discussion with representatives 

of independent cinema from India, was held in Madrid in September and in Valladolid in the first week of 

October.

In the area of education, the Casa de la India has included activities for very diverse audiences: the 

series of conferences and round tables with the University of Valladolid and other entities that regularly 

introduce students and lovers of India to subjects related to both tradition and Indian current affairs, 

while the intercultural education programme Escuela de la India has once again reached thousands of 

primary and secondary school students in the region of Castilla y León. These students are immersed 

for a few hours in the culture of India through seminars, workshops and cultural visits inspired by the 

intercultural and integral education advocated by Rabindranath Tagore.

The planning and execution of an action plan between the cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad, which 

signed Twinning Protocol in July 2017, has also been one of the priorities of Casa de la India in 2018. On 

the other hand, as part of a strategic plan to strengthen ties in sectors of mutual interest, Casa de la 

India's cooperation and enterprise programme has continued to develop initiatives with various entities 

in the film sectors (delegations of producers, film commissions and film location managers), tourism 

(fam trips by journalists and tour operators) and heritage (India at the AR&PA Biennial), without leaving 

aside business cooperation with chambers of commerce, such as the Mumbai Industries Association and 

the Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Industry, with which a collaboration agreement was renewed 

in July.

Casa de la India's cooperation strategy has focused in recent years on fostering public-private and 

transversal collaboration (academic, local, regional and national administration, NGOs and private 

initiative), and in interrelated sectors such as cinema, tourism, heritage and smart cities, among others, 

building collaboration networks between professionals and institutions in India and Spain that share the 

same goal.

It is this broad vision of cooperation between the societies of two countries -citizens and institutions-, 

which is based on knowledge and culture as the underpinning of relations, which will allow us to build up 

in the medium and long term a deep and lasting exchange of mutual benefit and learning.

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín  

Director
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CASA DE LA INDIA FOUNDATION 

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA FOUNDATION IN 2018
The Board of Trustees of the Casa de la India Foundation met at the Casa de la India headquarters on 27 
April, 18 July and 17 December 2018 in ordinary convocations, and on 16 November 2018 in extraordinary 
convocation at the Santa Cruz Palace, University of Valladolid. The Board of Trustees, made up of 
representatives of the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council, the University of Valladolid and 
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), is the highest governing body that governs the Casa de la 
India Foundation. It is composed of a president, a vice-president and vocal members. The presidency is 
rotational, being exercised successively by turns of two years by the mayor of the City council of Valladolid 
and by the Vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid.

The composition of the Board of Trustees has undergone several changes throughout 2018: At the Board 
of Trustees meeting on 18 July 2018, the following changes were made to the composition of the Board of 
Trustees: 

• Antonio Largo Cabrerizo, new Vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid, took office as 
president of the Board of Trustees of the Casa de la India Foundation, replacing the previous 
president, the Mayor of Valladolid Óscar Puente Santiago, who took office as vice-president of the 
Board of Trustees.

• Daniel Miguel San José, former Vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid, left his post as 
vice-president of the Board of Trustees.

• Paloma Castro Prieto, Pro-Vice-chancellor of internationalisation at the University of Valladolid, 
took office as a member of the Board of Trustees, replacing José Ramón González García, former 
Pro-Vice-chancellor of internationalisation and language policy at the University of Valladolid.

At the meeting of the Board of Trustees on 17 December 2018, Sanjay Verma, Ambassador of the Republic 
of India, took office as a member of the Board of Trustees in substitution of B. Venkatesh Varma, former 
Ambassador of the Republic of India.

Consequently, the composition of the Board at the last Board meeting in 2018 (17 December) was as 
follows:

1. 

1.1. 

PRESIDENT

Oscar Puente Santiago
Mayor, Valladolid City Council

VICE-PRESIDENT

Antonio Largo Cabrerizo
Vice-Chancellor, University of Valladolid

VOCALS

Riva Ganguly Das
Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
Sanjay Verma
Ambassador of India to Spain

Ana María Carmen Redondo García
Councillor for Culture and Tourism, Valladolid City Council

Paloma Castro Prieto 
Pro-Vice-chancellor of Internationalisation, University of Valladolid

SECRETARY

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín 
Director of Casa de la India
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COUNCIL OF HONOUR
Casa de la India’s Council of Honour is made up of important figures and institutions with honorific and 
consultative functions. HRH Princess Irene of Greece serves as the President of the Council of Honour. 
Other distinguished members of the Council of Honour in 2018 included Indian businessman Ratan Tata, 
maestro Zubin Mehta and Sukanya Shankar, widow of the musician Ravi Shankar who was part of the 
Council of Honour till his death in 2012, joined the Council of Honour.

PRESIDENT

HRH Princess Irene of Greece

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF HONOUR

Ratan Tata 
Zubin Mehta
Sukanya Shankar

FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
The Board of Friends of Casa de la India is a body that aims to promote and support cultural and educational 
initiatives, as well as to stimulate business and cooperation initiatives between Spain and India. In addition 
to facilitating interaction among people interested in Indian culture and society, being a Friend of Casa de 
la India enables daily contact with the entity and privileged participation in regular activities and special 
events.

FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
One of Casa de la India’s main aims is to offer all its visitors services that are adapted to their interests and 
needs. To take better advantage of its activities and services, all visitors are offered the possibility of 
becoming a Friend of Casa de la India through an annual contribution that allows them to enjoy benefits 
and discounts, as well as to receive regular information about all the activities organised by Casa de la 
India. 

BOARD OF FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
The Casa de la India Board of Friends is a body of the Casa de la India Foundation established under the 
statutes of the Foundation. It works in the areas of collaboration, proposal and suggestion related to the 
Foundation’s aims and purposes. The rules of the Board of Friends set out the following types of members:

• Benefactor Friends
• Sponsor Friends
• Collaborator Friends
• Emeritus Friends

The Board of Friends of Casa de la India includes the following Meritorious Friends: film director Fernando 
Colomo, film producer Beatriz de la Gándara; businessman Julio Juberías; chess player Viswanathan 
Anand; and Professor José Paz.

1.2.	

1.3. 



11

INSTITUTIONAL ANNUAL REPORT

2018

INSTITUTIONAL EVENTS
LAUNCH OF THE COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS TO CELEBRATE THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BIRTH OF MAHATMA GANDHI 
2 OCTOBER 

The government of India on 2nd October officially launched the events to celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi internationally and to spread Mahatma's message. The aim of the 
commemoration is to present the values and principles of Gandhi in a contemporary language.

As the President of India, Ram Nath Kovind, pointed out, Mahatma Gandhi does not belong only to India. 
His life remains one of India's greatest gifts to humanity and its name resonates on every continent. 
Mahatma Gandhi was the most influential Indian of the 20th century. He was the inspiration for India's non-
violent, inclusive and democratic freedom struggle and remains the ethical benchmark with his rich legacy. 
The president added that the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth is more than a celebration of a 
great life and a remembrance of history. It is a time of renewal, a time to establish a new commitment to 
the goals of a just, honest and equitable society at home and abroad.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has suggested that all programs associated with this celebration be 
designed with the theme "Gandhi in action”. In this way Mahatma Gandhi’s anniversary can become a 
instrument for people all over the world to come closer to the culture and society of India. Following the 
path shown by Gandhi, solutions to different contemporary problems can also be found.

Among the various initiatives for the celebration of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth, the 
following can be highlighted:

Logo: a special logo has been presented for the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth.

Satya	Varta: creation of a platform for sharing experiences on how Mahatma Gandhi changed their lives. 

‘Vaishnav	Jan	to’	Bhajan: the Gujarati anthem 'Vaishnav Jan Toh Tene Kahiye Je', written by the 15th 
century poet Narsimha Mehta, was recorded and filmed by various Indian missions abroad. A main video 
was created from these videos, which was launched on 2nd October.

Representing Spain, the hymn was sung by the choir of the IES Condesa Eylo Alfonso High School 
Valladolid, directed by Iñaki Becoechea, with voices from the IES Condesa Eylo choir, soloists Marina 
Simonetti, Natalia Becoechea and Alba Rubia, and with the special collaboration of Yonder Rodríguez, 
percussionist and lutier, and Natalia Mota, soprano and teacher at the Escuela Superior de Arte Dramático 
de Castilla y León. Víctor Galván was responsible for editing and recording. The recording of this video 
tribute, made in collaboration with the Casa de la India, took place in the Peace Park of Valladolid, with the 
statue of Gandhi in the background, donated by India and erected in the park in 2001.

Commemorative	stamps:	launching of seven commemorative stamps.

Mahatma	 Gandhi	 Competition: launch of the Mahatma Gandhi competition 'Bapu@150' which will 
conclude on 2nd  October 2019 through a weekly questionnaire on social networking platforms.

Web	 portal: http://gandhi.gov.in/. The web portal is participatory in nature and all participating 
organizations can upload their commemoration-related activities on the website. It also contains a section 
called Gandhipedia, as a repository of knowledge about Gandhi. 

Social	networks: Hashtag common in social networks: # Bapuat150

GANDHI JAYANTI CELEBRATION IN VALLADOLID
2 OCTOBER, PEACE PARK AND CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

The UN Assembly declared 2nd October the "International Day of Non-Violence" coinciding with the 
anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi (2 October 1869). To commemorate that day the Indian 
community of Valladolid and the Casa de la India organized on the afternoon of 2nd October a floral offering 
at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi in the Peace Park. Together with members of the Indian community 
Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India, Minni Sawhney, professor at the University of Delhi, 

1.4.
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Germán Ortega, coordinator of the India area of the Centre for Asian Studies at the University of Valladolid, 
among other representatives participated in the event. After the floral offering, a lecture on Gandhi was 
organized at Casa de la India by Minni Sawhney from Delhi University, at Casa de la India.

These activities were only the beginning of a celebration that will last until October 2nd , 2019, a whole year 
full of activities to pay tribute to this great figure of humanity.

RENEWAL OF THE COLLABORATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CASA DE LA INDIA FOUNDA-
TION, THE INDIAN COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS, THE VALLADOLID CITY COUNCIL AND 
THE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
17 DECEMBER, CASA DE lA INDIA

In the meeting of the Board of Trustees on 17th December the signing ceremony of the new collaboration 
agreement by which the Government of India instrumentalizes its annual contribution to the Casa de la 
India Foundation took place. The agreement was signed for a period of 5 years from 2019 to 2023 and 
defines the commitments of the four entities involved (Casa de la India Foundation, Valladolid City Council, 
University of Valladolid and ICCR). The previous agreement was signed in 2014 and was valid until 31 
December 2018.

The event was attended by the Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Riva 
Ganguly Das, the new Ambassador of India, Sanjay Verma, the Vice-chancellor of the University of 
Valladolid, Antonio Largo, and the Mayor of Valladolid, Oscar Puente. Following the signing of the 
agreement, the Director General of the ICCR expressed her satisfaction with the work carried out by Casa 
de la India, which thanks to the successful cooperation between the entities that make up its Board of 
Trustees, and together with the collaboration of other public and private entities, has become a benchmark 
and model for the government of India, something which the ICCR, in the words of its Director General, 
"was proud of".

As part of this visit to Valladolid, the Director General of the ICCR and the Ambassador of India also held a 
working meeting with the Vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid at the Santa Cruz Palace, during 
which an agreement was signed to establish the Rabindranath Tagore Chair of Contemporary Indian 
Studies at the university. Afterwards, the Vice-chancellor had the opportunity to show the Historical 
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OTHER INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Casa de la India offers a platform for collaboration and cooperation between institutions to achieve greater 
knowledge of India in Spain and contribute to bilateral relations in multiple areas of work. As an entity 
created by three public patrons, the Republic of India through its Embassy in Spain, the City Council of 
Valladolid and the University of Valladolid, institutional work is one of its foundational objectives.

SPECIAL RADIO PROGRAMME "VALLADOLID EN LA ONDA" FROM THE CASA DE LA INDIA
24 APRIl, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

A unique institution in Spain and the third Indian cultural centre in Europe after London and Berlin, Casa de 
la India has become a place of confluence and dissemination of Indian cultures. The Pro-Vice-chancellor for 
international relations of the University of Valladolid, the councillor for Culture and Tourism of the 
Valladolid City Council and the cultural attaché of the Embassy of India in Spain explained, together with 
the Vice-chancellor and artistic director of LAB-India of Performing Arts of the Casa de la India, the 
importance of this institution in the educational, cultural and business spheres.

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY 
21 JUNE, ACERA DE RECOlETOS, VAllADOlID

Since 2014, when the General Assembly of the United Nations, at the proposal of India, established 
"International Yoga Day" with a record approval of 175 member states, numerous cities have joined the 
world to celebrate this day. To celebrate the "International Yoga Day" in Valladolid, the Casa de la India, 
with the support of the Embassy of India and the City Council of Valladolid, has organized since then during 
the third week of June a set of activities related to the promotion of this ancient practice and philosophy.

1.5.	

Library. The representatives of the Government of India were also able to meet with the heads of the 
Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre of the Junta de Castilla y León as well as the Vice-chancellor of the Escuela 
Superior de Arte Dramático de Castilla y León (Drama School) and discuss possible future collaboration 
projects.
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The main day, 21 June, was the main event on the Recoletos Street, which brought together around 400 
people who sang, together with the yoga teachers, the protection mantra Ad Gure Name before giving way 
to the master class of yoga, the practice of the asanas (postures), and ending the celebration with a 
meditative dance in a circle.

Also, within the framework of Yoga Week, free yoga workshops were held in different centres, given by the 
Yoga schools and centres in Valladolid. The Casa de la India hosted the round table "Integrating Yoga in 
daily life" with the participation of yoga teachers Felipe García, Rosa Obregón, Paloma Llanos, Elena 
Sahagún and Raquel Valverde (moderator); and the presentation of the book Yoga Dictionary by one of its 
authors, Oscar Pujol. It is a practical dictionary, published by Herder Editorial, which will guarantee the 
correct use of the Sanskrit language in the field of yoga, written by Oscar Pujol and Laia Villegas.

The events of the fourth celebration of "International Yoga Day" and Yoga Week were organized by Casa 
de la India, Valladolid City Council, Ministry of Ayush, Indian Embassy, Alaya Yoga Space, Nadir Development 
Center, YogaDevi, Karma Yoga, Heart Smile, Creative Nim Yoga and Air India.

VISIT OF THE ARAGON FAMILY
28 JUlY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

The Casa de la India is housed in a building originally built by Emiliano Aragón Gutiérrez around 1915, as a 
suburban villa dedicated to his wife under the name of "Villa Paca". Sometime later the villa was inherited 
by Emiliano's brother, Pablo Aragón, who in 1941 extended it so that his daughter Ana Elena could also live 
there, in what is now the library of the Casa de la India. 
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María Helena and María Luisa, granddaughters of Pablo Aragón and daughters of Ana Elena Aragón, who 
were born and lived in the villa that currently houses Casa de la India, led this intimate family visit to their 
former villa.

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
15 AUGUST, PEACE PARK, VAllADOlID 

On August 15th the Peace Park of Valladolid witnessed the celebration of the "Independence Day of India", 
which on this occasion commemorated the 70th anniversary. Members of the Indian community of 
Valladolid gathered alongside the sculpture of Mahatma Gandhi to pay tribute with a floral offering to the 
father of the Indian nation. The Indian Cultural Association in Castilla y León organized this event in which 
the Indian community highlighted Gandhi's principles of non-violence and paid tribute to all those who 
gave their lives for India's independence. The Association, which represents the Indian community of India 
in Castilla y León, mostly from the state of Kerala in southern India, organizes various cultural activities 
and provides a network of support, not only for its members, but also for other Indian immigrants arriving 
in Valladolid.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE SPAIN-INDIA COUNCIL FOUNDATION IN 
VALLADOLID
12 DECEMBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Casa de la India has been a member of the Spain-India Council Foundation since its creation in April 2009. 
With the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, this Foundation works to foster 
relations of mutual interest between the civil societies of Spain and India, such as economic, commercial 
and business cooperation, as well as for other cultural, scientific, civic, educational and environmental 
protection purposes. As a trustee of the Foundation, Casa de la India participated in the Board of Trustees 
meetings held in 2018, on 5th March and 24th May, in Madrid, at its headquarters in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation.

Celebration	of	the	Board	of	Trustees	in	Valladolid

The last meeting in 2018 of the Spain-India Council Foundation took place for the first time in Valladolid, at 
the Casa de la India headquarters on 12th December. This meeting reviewed the activities of the last 
semester of the Foundation and presented the action plan for 2019, which includes the celebration of its 
tenth anniversary. The meeting was also an opportunity to introduce the trustees of the Spain-India 
Council Foundation of the headquarters of the Casa de la India and its activities, which fully coincide with 
the objectives of the Council Foundation. The new Ambassador of India to Spain, Sanjay Verma, was invited 
to the meeting, as well as the Mayor of Valladolid, Óscar Puente, who had the opportunity to explain the 
intense ties that unite the city with India also through his Twinning Protocol signer with Ahmedabad.
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During the meeting Carlos Morales accepted his position as the new secretary general of the Spain-India 
Council Foundation and summed up the activities planned for 2019, a particularly relevant year for this 
Foundation as it is its tenth anniversary. After the meeting, the Vice-chancellor of the University of 
Valladolid invited the patrons to visit the Palace of Santa Cruz of the University and its magnificent 
historical library.

Participation	in	other	institutional	activities	of	the	Spain-India	Council	Foundation

Among the institutional activities organized by the Spain-India Council Foundation in Madrid, the Vice-
chancellor of Casa de la India had the opportunity to attend two working breakfasts with diplomats from 
India: on March 7th with the Ambassador of India in Spain, B. Venkatesh Varma, at the headquarters of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, and on May 16th at the Intercontinental Hotel, on the occasion 
of the visit to Spain of the Secretary West of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of India, 
Ruchi Ghanashyam, in an event co-organised by the Spain-India Council Foundation and the Embassy of 
India in Spain.
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1.6.	

1.6.1.	

SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

SCHOLARSHIPS AND INTERNSHIPS AT CASA DE LA INDIA
Throughout 2018, Casa de la India has participated in several scholarship programs of varying types. Casa 
de la India wants to collaborate regularly with institutions to achieve the objectives set out in its Statutes, 
which is facilitated by these scholarship programs offered by various public administrations. The Casa de la 
India Foundation has participated in the following programs during 2018:

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM, DEGREE IN ENGLISH STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
This internship program was carried out under an agreement with the University of Valladolid with the aim 
of making students aware of the international and multilingual environment of Casa de la India - its 
methods, work techniques and organization as a practical complement to the studies they carry out. Casa 
de la India hosted four fellows in 2018 under this program.

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM, DEGREE IN HISTORY AND MUSIC SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY OF 
VALLADOLID
Internship program carried out under the agreement with the University of Valladolid, through which a 
student of the degree in History and Music Sciences of the University of Valladolid could have a work 
experience at the Foundation, and assist and collaborate in the organization of music and dance shows, 
conferences, masterclasses, the development of musical projects, cataloguing of musical documentation, 
etc.

INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME OF THE MASTER'S DEGREE IN CULTURAL ECONOMICS AND 
CULTURAL MANAGEMENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
In 2018, a student of the Master's Degree in Cultural Economics and Cultural Management of the University 
of Valladolid participated in this internship program, through which the student learns about the general 
functioning of the Casa de la India, especially in the area of Culture: from the planning of activities (music 
and dance shows, exhibitions, film cycles, conferences, etc.), to its programming and execution.

INDIAN COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS (ICCR) SCHOLARSHIPS OF 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Casa de la India publicized the scholarships offered by the Government of India through the Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations (ICCR). These scholarships are part of the Cultural Exchange Programme between 
India and Spain for the academic year 2018-2019. The scholarships are aimed at Spanish students wishing 
to undertake university or post-university studies, as well as research programmes at Indian universities 
and educational institutions.

The address of the ICCR scholarship portal is: http://a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in/

1.6.2.
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CULTURE
Casa de la India is fundamentally dedicated to disseminating Indian culture in Spain through different 
activities that include exhibitions, film cycles, literature and a wide section dedicated to Indian music and 
performing arts. In 2018 it is worth mentioning the launch of IndiaIndie, a showcase of independent cinema 
of India, and the fifth edition of the "India in Concert Festival" which featured performances by Ambi 
Subramaniam ensemble, Gundecha Brothers and the contemporary dance group Attakkalari.

To carry out this cultural programme, Casa de la India has worked in collaboration with the Embassy of 
India in Spain and has had the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Valladolid City 
Council, the University of Valladolid and other cultural institutions from Spain, Europe and India.

EXHIBITIONS
EXHIBITION: "10 YEARS OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA"
PERMANENT EXHIBITION, CASA DE lA INDIA

Casa de la India in Spain was established in Valladolid on March 17th, 2003 as a cultural foundation, with 
three founding patrons: the Republic of India, through the Embassy of India in Spain, the City of Valladolid 
and the University of Valladolid. It thus became the third cultural centre in Western Europe to be supported 
by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) of the Government of India, after London (Nehru Centre) 
and Berlin (Tagore Zentrum), with which Casa de la India shares its objectives. Casa de la India in Valladolid 
is therefore the reference point for bilateral and multilateral relations with India in southern Europe. Its 
main headquarters is a building from the beginning of the 20th century located at 13 Puente Colgante 
Street in Valladolid, inaugurated on 11th November 2006, from where it carries out most of its activities as a 
centre for the dissemination of Indian culture in Spain, as well as a platform for relations between the two 
countries in the different fields of action.

The photographic exhibition "10 years of the Casa de la India headquarters", produced by the University of 
Valladolid and organised by the School of Architecture of the UVa and the Casa de la India, is divided into 
two sections. One is dedicated to the rehabilitation process of the building to make it the headquarters of 
the Casa de la India, a project carried out by a team of architects made up of Julio Grijalba, Alberto Grijalba, 
Paloma Gil, Eduardo Carazo and Víctor J. Ruiz, and another section is on the Casa de la India Foundation: 
the institution, the objectives, its cultural activities (music, dance, exhibitions, etc.).

2.	

2.1.	
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Casa	de	la	India	curators: Guillermo Rodríguez Martín and David Rodríguez Gómez 

UVa	curators:	Alberto Grijalba Bengoetxea and Julio Grijalba Bengoetxea

Layout	and	production	of	the	exhibition: Marta López Miguélez and Laura Borreguero Sánchez 

Photographs:	Ricardo Otazo, Chuchi Guerra, Juan Carlos Quindós de la Fuente, Nacho Carretero, Loreto 

Hernández and Jesús Menéndez 

EXHIBITION: "BOLLYWOOD PAINTINGS"
FROM 18 MAY TO 21 JUNE, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Since its inception in the second decade of the twentieth century, Bollywood, the Indian film industry based 
in Bombay, has developed a unique visual language, articulated by the colorful posters of hand-painted 
films, which have since become collector's items. The master painted the outline of the poster and the 
apprentices gave color and the last details to the poster. With the use of excessive, exuberant, striking and 
artificial colors, these posters gave a bohemian impression to the viewer. Many Indian painters, including 
artist M. F. Hussain, also called the Picasso of India, began their careers painting these posters in the 
streets of Bombay and Madras. While Bollywood poster artists produced an astonishing amount of these 
hand-painted images, their ephemeral work has traditionally been presented unevenly, with poor-quality 
reprints and re-launching posters. Hollywood posters changed the illustration from posters to photography 
in the early stage. In contrast, the focus on painted posters continued into the 1970s in India. The two 
currents are also differentiated by the way they are made. In Hollywood, each poster was the same, but in 
Bollywood each was different depending on the artist's imagination. The independence and principle of 
Pop Art in India in the 1950s changed from inhibition to explicit sensuality. The 1970s marked the 
emergence of two currents of poster art - posters in northern India and Bollywood emphasizing violence, 
blood and guns. In contrast, regional cinema emphasizes human traits. After the 1970s, the use of hand-
painted posters declined, given the advent of new technologies in the film world. Today, this tradition is 
being lost and some redoubt remains in some cinemas in Bombay.

The exhibition "Bollywood Paintings" consisted of seven pictorial creations inspired by Bollywood film 
posters and accompanied by the projection of famous Bollywood dances. "Bollywood Paintings" is an 
exhibition based on the project of the graphic artist Antonio Merinero to disseminate in Spain the works of 
his Masala Collage  project (pictorial compositions inspired by Bollywood film posters). His travels in Spain, 
Latin America, Asia and Europe have inspired him to create his collages. These colorful collages evoke 
nostalgia in the audience. The search for the right material to evoke nostalgia has led him to other 
techniques such as photography, graffiti and serigraphy. The idea, direction of the project and designs are 
by Antonio Merinero and the execution by Shaikh Rehman, Ashok Prabhakar and Antonio Merinero.
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EXHIBITION: "DISCOVERING AHMEDABAD: FIRST INDIAN WORLD HERITAGE CITY"
FROM 9 TO 30 NOVEMBER, SCHOOl OF ARCHITECTURE, UNIVERSITY OF VAllADOlID

Exhibition on Ahmedabad, India's first World Heritage city, curated by architects Julio and Alberto Grijalba.

Founded as a small military settlement six hundred years ago on a dry, sandy plain of the Gujarat region on 
the banks of the Sabarmati River, Ahmedabad today has an area of 47,156 acres (19,000 hectares) and is 
the main city in the state of Gujarat. This exhibition is an attempt to present the six hundred years of 
Ahmedabad's history through its size, shape, density and diversity.

The world is waking up to the fact that more than half the population lives in cities. But the concept of city 
in Indian civilization is as old as its hills. The Indian civilization of the Indus valley, a great urban civilization 
contemporary to the Egyptian and Mesopotamian, existed five thousand years ago. Dholavira, in the great 
Rann de Kutch of Gujarat, is an incredible example of city of Indus valley civilization. Each city of this 
civilization, sometimes separated from each other by about two thousand kilometers, had a similar urban 
planning: there was a palace in each city, the urban area arranged following a grid pattern and wide 
avenues from north to south and east to west. Like the rest of the urban nuclei of the Indus valley 
civilization, Dholavira also has the shape of a parallelogram.

Over the next 30 centuries, hundreds of capitals, ports, emporiums, handicraft centres, pilgrimages, 
temple cities and monasteries, as well as educational and military cities appeared in Indian civilization. 
Scholarly experts wrote elaborate and comprehensive theories on the creation of cities. When the city of 
Ahmedabad was founded, it had this type of heritage. Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation was founded in 
1950 and today Ahmedabad is already the seventh largest city in India with an average density of 18,420 
people per square kilometre. The old town of Ahmedabad is still the soul of the city and is the key to its 
current challenges and concerns.

This exhibition aimed not only to describe Ahmedabad's past but also to show the direction the city can 
take in the decades to come.
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CINEMA

CINEMA CYCLES
INDIAINDIE. SHOWCASE OF INDEPENDENT CINEMA OF INDIA
FROM 10 TO 14 SEPTEMBER. SPANISH FIlM ACADEMY AND CINETECA MATADERO, MADRID
FROM 1 TO 5 OCTOBER. BROADWAY CINEMAS AND AUlA MERGElINA UNIVERSITY OF VAllADOlID 

The Film Industry in India is the most important in the world in number of films produced and spectators. In 
addition, it has spread to the rest of the world with great success. The Lumière brothers visited India for 
the first time in 1896, but the first film would not emerge until 1913, with a silent film entitled Raja 
Harishchandra.

Although the cinema of India is known worldwide through the great international projection of Bollywood 
cinema, a popular genre produced in Hindi language, in recent years the presence of an independent 
auteur cinema (in Hindi and other regional languages of India), with an important social projection and 
offering an image of cultural and social diversity, as well as a new aesthetic language to the native and 
global public, has become more and more palpable in the circuits of international festivals.

Within this framework of new trends in the Indian film industry, Casa de la India in collaboration with other 
entities sought to make Spanish audiences aware of the new independent cinema being made in the Asian 
subcontinent with the launch of IndiaIndie, a showcase of Indian independent cinema held in Madrid in 
September 2018 and in Valladolid in the first week of October 2018.

IndiaIndie showed in six feature films recently made by emerging directors as well as established producers. 
A series of socially-committed films were screened at this showcase of independent cinema from India 
curated by Bina Paul, Vice President of the Kerala State Chalachitra Academy (Motion Picture Academy of 
the Kerala State), and Artistic director of the prestigious International Film Festival of Kerala.

The independent film cycle was produced by Casa de la India in collaboration with the Embassy of India in 
Spain, Chalachitra Academy in Kerala, DFF (Directorate of Film Festivals in India), Spanish Film Academy, 
Cineteca Matadero, Cines Broadway, Filma Chair of th University of Valladolid, and was sponsored by Qatar 
Airways and Diwali Restaurant and in collaboration with the Festival de Granada Cines del Sur.

2.2.	

2.2.1.	
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The screening of films was complemented by round tables both in Valladolid and Madrid, with the 
participation of Pushpendra Singh (director of Ashwatthama, film that closed the exhibition), Sanghmitra 
Hitaishi (Indian actress), Javier Angulo (director of SEMINCI, Valladolid International Film Festival) and 
Guillermo Rodriguez (director of Casa de la India).

This featured films were Juze, Newton, Pinneyum, Lipstick under my burkha, Village Rockstars and 
Ashwatthama.

JUZE
10 SEPTEMBER, CINETECA MATADERO, MADRID
5 OCTUBRE, AUlA MERGElINA OF VAllADOlID UNIVERSITY

Juze / Miransha Naik / Konkan subtitled in Spanish / 2017 / 94 min.

Santosh is a teenager about to finish high school who lives in one of Goa's slums with his grandmother Tai. 
Tai's son killed Santosh's mother and is in jail for it. They live in a village full of immigrants from other 
poorer parts of India who work in terrible conditions for the mighty Juze. The thug, who is colluding with 
the governor of the region for the upcoming elections, owns the village and controls everything that is 
done there. Santosh is a very intelligent boy and his situation has taught him to accept that life is full of 
difficulties, but that does not mean that he remains silent.

NEWTON
11 SEPTEMBER, SPANISH FIlM ACADEMY, MADRID
3 OCTOBER, BROADWAY CINEMA, VAllADOlID 

Newton / Amit V. Masurkar / Hindi subtitled in Spanish / 2017 / 100 min 

As India prepares for another general election, with 9 million polling stations, more than 800 million 
voters, and an expenditure of about $5 billion, Newton Kumar, a novice government employee, is entrusted 
with a seemingly simple task: running elections in a remote village in a jungle of central India. In the jungle 
are also the communist guerrillas, who have been at war with the state for decades, altering the lives of 
indigenous people who have no access to modern conveniences. Conducting free and fair elections in a 
minefield like this is not child's play, a circumstance Newton discovers as time goes by. Undeterred by 
cynicism and the dangers that surround him, Newton is willing to do his duty. But as the jungle says, "the 
more you change, the worse it will be”.

PINNEYUM 
11 SEPTEMBER, CINETECA MATADERO, MADRID
4 OCTOBER, BROADWAY CINEMA, VAllADOlID

Pinneyum / Adoor Gopalakrishnan / Malayalam subtitled in Spanish / 2016 / 122 min.

With Sasthamkootta (Kerala, India) as the main location, the story unfolds around the marriage of 
Purushothaman and Devi. She is a teacher while Purushothaman is looking for work. They have a six-year-
old daughter. Economic difficulties force Purushothaman to travel to the Gulf regions in search of work. 
The changes that occur when she returns are the decisive point of conflict in this story by masterful 
director Adoor Gopalakrishnan. Pinneyum was Gopalakrishnan's first digital film.

LIPSTICK UNDER MY BURKHA
12 SEPTEMBER, SPANISH FIlM ACADEMY, MADRID
1 OCTOBER, BROADWAY CINEMA, VAllADOlID 

Lipstick under my burkha / Alenkrita Shrivastava / Hindi subtitled in Spanish / 2016 / 132 min.

Usha Parmar, a 55-year-old widow who lives in a small district of Bhopal, is an old matriarch and has 
become accustomed to being called "Buaji" (Aunt), forgetting her name. Through Usha we know the story 
of Rosy, the heroine of a cheap fiction novel called Lipstick Dreams. Rehana Abidi is a freshman at the 
university who lives in the same neighbourhood and works sewing burkas for her family's shop. Rehana 
steals makeup which she then puts on at the university, where she removes the burka and becomes a 
singer who loves Miley Cyrus. Leela, a young beautician who runs her own salon, and Shireen Aslam, a 
housewife who also wears a burka, live in the same neighbourhood.
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Leela wants to travel the world with her secret lover, Arshad. Shireen is the mother of three boys and works 

secretly as a door-to-door saleswoman. Although suffocated and trapped in their world, these four women 

claim what they want through small acts of courage and furtive rebellion.

VILLAGE ROCKSTARS
12 SEPTEMBER, CINETECA MATADERO, MADRID
2 OCTOBER, BROADWAY CINEMA, VAllADOlID

Village Rockstars / Rima Das / Assamese Spanish subtitled / 2017 / 87 min.

Young Dhunu, 10, lives in Chaygaon, a village in Assam, with her widowed mother and older brother, 

Manabendra. While she helps her mother sell snacks at a local event, she is hypnotized by a band that 

played her songs with instruments made of polystyrene. Dhunu decides to copy them and makes himself a 

guitar that Jimi Hendrix himself would be proud of. After reading a comic, Dhunu decides that he wants to 

form a band with real instruments. Rupia a rupia begins to save for a guitar. But when the floods destroy his 

family’s crops, Dhunu must put his priorities in order. Thanks to his great intelligence, Dhunu transforms 

trivialities into his war cry in search of hope and independence.

ASHWATTHAMA
14 SEPTEMBER, SPANISH FIlM ACADEMY, MADRID 

Ashwatthama / Pushpendra Singh / Haryanavi Spanish subtitles / 2017 / 120 min.

Ashwatthama's director, who describes the film as a dialogue with Spanish director Victor Erice's film The 

Spirit of the Beehive, presented the film at the Spanish Film Academy in Madrid.

On boarding school holidays, the young Ishvaku is fascinated by the story his mother tells him before going 

to bed, that of the warrior Ashwatthama, of the Mahabharata, whose blind revenge leads him to be cursed 

by Lord Krishna, forcing him to wander the earth in eternal suffering. But the story is interrupted by the 

attack of bandits in which Ishvaku's mother dies, and he is taken to his hometown in the Chambal Valley, 

the ravines of Central India. There he discovers a family in crisis, whose rituals, traditions and medieval 

values become excessive. Meanwhile, Ishvaku's life takes a sharp turn when a sacred bull predicts that both 

wisdom and tragedy will come into his life. To avoid that tragedy Ishvaku tries to escape the magical realm 

of Ashwatthama.

“INDIAN GAMES” FILM CYCLE
12 AND 26 JUlY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

A series of films on Indian games composed of the film Striker, dedicated to the game carrom, and Shatranj 

Ke Khilari (Chess Players), related to chess. 

STRIKER
12 JUlY 

Striker / Chandan Arora / 2010 / VOSE / 113 min  

In the midst of the curfew imposed by the Bombay police in December 1992 after the riots between Hindus 

and Muslims, Suryakant goes home, reflecting on his childhood, his family, his experience in the carrom 

game, his encounters with the extortionist Jallel Khan, his friendship with Zaid Khan, his love affair with 

Noorie and his plans to find a job in Dubai.

SHATRANJ KE KHILARI (CHESS PLAYERS)
26 JUlY 

Shatranj Ke Khilari (The Chess Players) / Satyajit Ray / 1977 / VOSE / 113 min.

One of the key works of Oscar-winning Indian director Satyajit Ray. At the beginning of 1856 two nobles 

spend their days playing chess, completely oblivious to the political events of the time. This situation 

confronts them with their wives and makes them impassive to the occupation of the kingdom by British 

troops.
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2.2.2.	 OTHER SCREENINGS 
SCREENING OF THE FILM OTTAAL 
9 NOVEMBER, BROADWAY CINEMA, VAllADOlID

A film screened as part of Diwali, the Festival of Lights and the celebration of the Hindu New Year, the 

proceeds of which went entirely to the victims of the floods in Kerala.

OTTAAL (THE TRAP) 
Dir. Jayaraj Rajasekharan Nair / 2015 / Malayalam subt. in Spanish / DVD Color/ 81 min.

Adaptation of the story "Vanka" by Anton Chekhov brought to the present day in a small village in southern 

India, which tells the story of Kuttappayi, a child, and the relationship with his grandfather, his only 

surviving relative. Kuttappayi wants nothing more than to be able to go to school. Unfortunately, his 

dreams are diverted by the cruel reality of a world marked by poverty and a total absence of equal 

opportunities. A destiny shared by millions of children around the world.

Ottaal has been awarded at the Berlin International Festival, the Kerala International Festival and the 

Mumbai International Festival, among others.

MAHANATI (THE GREATEST)
18 NOVEMBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID 

Mahanati (The Greatest). 2018 - Directed by Nag Ashwin, cinematography by Dani Sa-Lo, costumes by 

Indrakshi Malik, produced by Priyanka Dutt for Swapna Cinemas. 177 min.

Dani Sa-Lo, Mahanati's director of photography, presented the film and took part in a Q&A at the end of the 

screening.

The first woman to direct a film with an all-female crew. Mahanati, "The Greatest", is a film that portrays 

the professional and personal life of India's first celluloid star, Savitri. A roller coaster of emotions, her life 

is full of singularities with a secret marriage as the second wife of a famous actor. Her passion for racing 

cars and alcohol addiction, her detachment from the money that drives her to ruin, and her mysterious and 

tragic death converge in a trajectory very different from what is expected of an Indian woman in the middle 

of the century. 
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PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC
INDIA IN CONCERT FESTIVAL 
The cities of Valladolid, Granada and Madrid hosted the "India in Concert Festival" in its fifth edition, 
following the successful results of the previous four editions, with perfofrmances by great masters of 
music and dance from India such as Hariprasad Chaurasia, Vikku Vinayakram, Amaan and Ayaan Ali Khan 
and Madhavi Mudgal, to name but a few. In its first two editions, the concerts also featured as guests of 
honour Her Majesty Queen Sofia and Her Royal Highness Princess Irene of Greece, who also presided over 
one of the 2016 concerts.

The biennial "India in Concert Festival" aims to bring India's talent, creativity and cultural richness to the 
Spanish public through music and dance. This year's festival was organised by the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR), the Embassy of India, Casa de la India and Air India with the collaboration of the 
Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre, Canal Theatres and the Granada International Music and Dance Festival.

AMBI SUBRAMANIAM ENSEMBLE
26 JUNE, INTERNATIONAl MUSIC AND DANCE FESTIVAl, GRANADA
28 JUNE, MIGUEl DElIBES CUlTURAl CENTRE, VAllADOlID
30 JUNE, CANAl THEATRES, MADRID

The visrtuoso of the classic Indian violin, Ambi Subramaniam introduced us to the art of carnatic music, 
which has one of the most sophisticated melodic and rhythmic structures in the world. The violin was 
introduced into the tradition of carnatic music at the beginning of the 19th century and is today one of the 
most important concert instruments during due to its resemblance to the human voice. The south Indian 
violin is almost identical to the western violin, but it differs in the tuning and the position in which it is 
played: seated with the legs crossed, with the score on the right ankle of the performer, the back of the 
violin resting on the left shoulder (or clavicle), leaving the performer with the left hand free to play other 
musical adornments of India.

Ambi presented a varnam, a kriti and a Ragam-Tanam-Pallavi.

Violin - Lakshminarayana Ambi Subramaniam Jr.

Mridangam - Balasubramanian Natesan

Ghatam - Radhakrishnan Narayanaswamy

 Morsing - Satya Sai Ghantasala

2.3.	
2.3.1.



27

CULTURE ANNUAL REPORT

2018

GUNDECHA BROTHERS 
27 JUNE, CANAl THEATRES, MADRID
29 JUNE, INTERNATIONAl MUSIC AND DANCE FESTIVAl, GRANADA
30 JUNE, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

The importance of the Gundecha Brothers for the ancient musical style we know as Dhrupad (origin and 
foundation of all Hindustani classical music) is immeasurable. On the one hand, through their numerous 
performances around the world, their more than three dozen albums and their countless workshops and 
conferences, they have made the Dhrupad accessible and popular internationally. On the other hand, the 
technical and expressive level of their concerts, their infinitesimal precision, their exquisite time 
management and melodic tension, as well as the perfect combination of rigor with tradition and the 
radically contemporary inventiveness they exhibit in their performances make the music of the Gundecha 
brothers an unparalleled artistic and meditative experience that places them on the pinnacle of 
contemporary Dhrupad. The Gundecha Brothers received in 2012 the Padma Shri, one of the highest 
awards by the government of India, for their contribution to the classical music of their country.

ATTAKKALARI DANCE COMPANY   
25 SEPTEMBER, CANAl THEATRES, MADRID
27 SEPTEMBER, lAVA THEATRE, VAllADOlID
29 SEPTEMBER, CAJA BURGOS FOUNDATION, BURGOS 

The dance company Attakkalari, with seven dancers on stage, presented in Spain "Bhinna Vinyasa", a 
contemporary dance show choreographed and directed by the acclaimed Indian director Jayachandran 
Palazhy, who was visiting Spain for the first time. With a spectacular staging through the play of lights, 
audiovisual projection, hypnotic music and seven simple cubes, “Bhinna Vinyasa” transports us to a 
parallel world in which to experience unique sensations. The production explores the metaphysical 
journeys driven by internal or external forces that cause profound changes in the lives of individuals and 
communities. The diverse images of art and literature change with the set of experiences, where 
archetypes, the mundane and the imaginary merge to offer a unique experience.

Jayachandran Palazhy is the founder and artistic director of the Attakkalari Center for Movement Arts. He 
is an internationally recognized dancer and choreographer. Driven by the underlying philosophy of 
Attakkalari ("Traditional Physical Wisdom, Innovation and Technology"), he is deeply committed to 
spreading the contemporary movement arts around the world.
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MARGI KATHAKALI COMPANY INTERNATIONAL TOUR

"KIJOTE KATHAKALI"
20 OCTOBER, BOZAR, BRUSSElS, BElGIUM
26 AND 27 OCTOBER, GUANJUATO CERVANTIO INTERNATIONAl FESTIVAl, GUANJUATO, MEXICO
2 NOVEMBER, NATIONAl AUDITORIUM, MADRID, SPAIN

The Indo-Spanish co-production "Kijote Kathakali", directed by Ignacio García and produced in 2016 by 
Casa de la India, the Almagro International Theatre Festival, the LAVA Teatro de Valladolid, the Indian 
Ministry of Culture and the Margi Company (Trivandrum, India), started its international tour in October 
with performances in Belgium (BOZAR), followed by Mexico (Guanajuato International Cervantino Festival) 
and ending in November in Madrid (National Auditorium).

The production "Kijote Kathakali" was conceived as a meeting point of two cultures (the Spanish universe 
of Cervantes in the 17th century and the spirit of Kerala and the classical Indian drama through the 
Kathakali theatre of the 17th century), as well as an ecnounter of two traditions of theatre presentation: the 
traditional temple art form combined with the technical sophistication of contemporary western theatre. 
"Kijote Kathakali" has a sophisticated lighting design by one of the most prestigious lighting designers in 
Spain, a high-tech sound design (combining traditional live instruments with recorded sound and voice 
effects) and a complex video art synchronized with the traditional performance, as well as live subtitles.

Margi Kathakali Trivandrum Company (Kerala, India)

Produced by Casa de la India and Margi Kathakali Company of Trivandrum (India)

In co-production with the Almagro International Classical Theatre Festival, the Valladolid Municipal Culture 
Foundation and the Ministry of Culture of India.

In collaboration with ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), Embassy of India in Spain, Embassy of 
India in Belgium, Embassy of Spain in Belgium, AECID (Spanish Agency for International Development 
Cooperation), Cervantino International Festival of Guanajuato and Autonomous University of Madrid.

2.3.2.
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ARTISTIC	TEAM

Direction and dramaturgy Ignacio García
Attakatha (Libretto in traditional Kathakali) Dr. P. Venugopalan 
Associate director Mónica de la Fuente
Choreography Dr. P. Venugopalan and Mónica de la Fuente 
Lighting design Juanjo Llorens
Video Art Juan Carlos Quindós 
Musical Composition Ignacio García and Margi 
Assistant director Amparo Pascual
Voiceover José Sacristán
Technical Direction Juan Ignacio Arteagabeitia (Atila) 
Deputy Technical Direction Jesús Zurutuza
Sound technician Juan Ignacio Arteagabeitia (Atila) / Xabi Sainz 
Lighting technician Jesús Zurutuza
Road Manager y traductor S. Sasikumar
Advisors Dr. P. Venugopalan and Guillermo Rodríguez Martín
Production Coordinators Guillermo Rodríguez Martin and David Rodríguez Gómez

ACTORS

Alonso Quijano Nelliyode Vishnu Vasudevan Namboodiri
Sancho Velayudhan Nair Vijayakumaran Nair
Don Quijote Chenganakattil Pratheebukumar 
Rakshasa and charioteer Margi Suresh
Rakshasa and lion Udayasimhan Parthasaradhy
Dulcinea Anil Prabha Mohan Sudeep 
Carrasco, Knight of Mirrors and Knight of the White Moon  Kizhakkekkara Bala Subramanian

MUSICIANS,	MAKE-UP	AND	COSTUMES

Krishnapillai Sreedharan Sankarankutty Karnavar (singer)
Kalamandalam Krishna Kumar (singer)
Tharakathu Krishnadasan (chenda)
Sadanandan Raveendran (maddalam)
Krishna Pillai Raveendran Nair (make-up) 
Madhavan Achari Sreekumar (make-up) 
Raghavan Gopan (costume)
(Margi is one of the most prestigious Kathakali companies in India. It is also a research centre on Indian 
Performing Arts based in Trivandrum, Kerala).
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"DURYODHANA VADHOM" (THE KILLING OF DURYODHANA), EPISODE OF THE MAHABHARATA
4 NOVEMBER, THEATRE El AlBÉITAR, lEÓN

Duryodhana Vadham ("The Killing of Duryodhana"), a story of the Mahabharata in Kathakali theatre by the 
Margi Company of Trivandrum, India.

Kathakali literature comprises slokas or verses, which are usually in Sanskrit, and padam or poems, which 
are sung in a mixture of Sanskrit and Malayalam, the language of Kerala. These texts and their dramatized 
interpretations offered in many Kerala temples keep alive to this day the best known stories of the 
Mahabharata. Kathakali conveys these legends with such intensity, colour and drama that the theme and 
moral of each legend (for example, the vanity of ambition or the futility of anger or hatred) is often 
impenetrable to the uninitiated viewer. For the westerner is more accustomed to psychological 
identification and catharsis than to the aesthetic distance that permeates the dramatic techniques of 
Kathakali, and that underlies the classical arts of communication and aesthetic perception (rasa) in India. 

OTHER PERFORMANCES
MANIPURI DANCE: BINA DEVI LAISHRAM ENSEMBLE
30 JANUARY, THEATRE El AlBÉITAR, lEÓN
1 FEBRUARY, DOlORS AlEU AUDITORIUM, PARC CIENTIFIC, BARCElONA

Sponsored by ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations). Bina Devi Laishram Ensemble, performed 
Manipuri dance, an Indian classical dance from the Manipur region in the northeast of India. It is a dance in 
which you can find different styles ranging from soft (feminine) to vigorous (masculine). As in most of 
these dances, there is a strong religious content and worship, in this case associated with the Vaishnav cult 
of Hinduism where many parts of the life of Lord Vishnu are narrated. The versions of its origin are varied, 
some legends saying that the inhabitants of Manipur consider themselves Gandharvas, who were 
musicians and dancers of the courts of ancient India. Unlike other Indian dances, in manipuri bracelets with 
bells on the ankles are not used to mark the rhythm; instead the rhythm is marked by the instrument that 
is traditionally used: the pung.

“RASA Y DUENDE: POEMA DEL CANTE JONDO, LORCA”
10 FEBRUARY, CAlICUT, KERAlA lITERATURE FESTIVAl
11 FEBRUARY, VAIDOPIllY SAMSKRIT BHAVAN, TRIVANDRUM, INDIA
22 JUNE, MVA CUlTURAl CENTRE, MÁlAGA
24 JUNE, HORASIS INDIA MEETING, MÁlAGA

Inspired by the "Poema de cante jondo", by Federico García Lorca.

Rasa in the classical aesthetics of India refers to the nine basic emotions common to all human beings. The 
artistic expression of these emotions creates an aesthetic space in which to experience art beyond cultural 
frontiers, as it reaches transcendence, also called duende in the words of Lorca.

2.3.3.
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A performance of dance, music and theatre inspired by the poems of Lorca's "Cante Jondo", where the 
experience of singing is explored and at the same time converted into image, sound and movement. An 
exploration of the relationship between poetic image, the primitive and stylised sound of flamenco and 
dance inspired by contemporary Indian and Spanish languages.

Artistic credits: Staging and choreography: Mónica de la Fuente. Musical compositions: José Salinas, Carlos 
Blanco. Costume design and production: Teresa Revenga. Lighting design: Juan Ignacio Arteagabeitia 
(Atila). Performers: Mónica de la Fuente, dance; José Salinas, vocals, percussions, sound spaces; Carlos 
Blanco, classical, flamenco and electric guitar; Produced by: Mónica de la Fuente Company.

CONCERT SERIES "VOICES OF INDIAN WOMEN": PARVATHY BAUL
20 FEBRUARY, AlBEITAR THEATRE, lEON
21 FEBRUARY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Concert series of Indian vocalists of various genres and lectures to present some of the most outstanding 
vocalists today and the contribution of female singers in the history of Indian Music. The concert series 
featured performances by Amrit Kaur Lohia and Vidya Shah in 2017 and Parvathy Baul in 2018.
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The Baul tradition originated in the northeastern part of India, in Bengal (present-day West Bengal and 
Bangladesh). This tradition seeks freedom from all artificial boundaries and even from the human body 
where the soul is imprisoned like a caged bird. It is believed that this tradition has been alive since the 
times of the Vedas. The Baul songs and lifestyle influenced much of Bengali culture, but nowhere did they 
leave their mark more strongly than in the songs of Rabindranath Tagore.

One of the most recognized artists of Indian Baul music is Parvathy Baul, whom we had the opportunity to 
programme in the month of February. After receiving her initial music and dance training during childhood, 
Parvathy Baul studied visual arts at Kala Bhavan in Santiniketan, the university founded by Rabindranath 
Tagore. Her encounter with Baul tradition led her to choose the path of self-learning in the Baul order. She 
is one of the first women to study, and now teach, the Baul singing technique, practiced only by men for 
centuries in northwestern India. Since 1995 she has performed in her home state of West Bengal, 
throughout India and at international festivals. In 2012, Parvathy Baul organized the first women's theatre 
festival in India, Tantidhatri, in connection with "The Magdalena Project". The festival took place in 
Auroville and Pondicherry and was an occasion for women from both traditional and contemporary 
backgrounds to meet. In 2016, Parvathy Baul organised the second Tantidhadri festival in Bangalore. 
Parvathy Baul is an actress of Odin Teatret and was a guest teacher during the last edition of ISTA.

SAROD PERFORMANCE BY PARTHO SAROTHY
21 MARCH, CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC, SORIA
22 MARCH, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Partho Sarothy, one of the most outstanding performers of sarod, student of Ravi Shankar, performed in 
Soria and Valladolid as part of his European tour 2018.

Partho Sarothy (Calcutta, 1960) is considered one of the best sarod musicians. He has performed the last 
40 years all over the world as a soloist and also as accompanist of the great guru Ravi Shankar at the Royal 
Albert Hall and the Royal Elizabeth Hall in London, the Moscow Kremlin, the Carnegie Hall in the USA and 
at major festivals in India. His music is an example of the true heritage of Hindustani classical music and is 
characterized by its tranquility and meditative approach. In his concerts in Spain sponsored by the ICCR 
(Indian Council for Cultural Relations) he was accompanied by the musicians Anandi Chowdhury (tanpura) 
and Ashis Paul (tabla).
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"BHAKTI. A JOURNEY TO THE MUSIC AND DANCE OF INDIA"
23 APRIl, CUlTURAl CENTRE CONDE DUQUE, MADRID

Performance of "Bhakti, a journey to Indian music and dance" by the dancer and choreographer Mónica de 
la Fuente, as part of the fourth edition of the cycle "The Journey and its Cultures" organized at Conde 
Duque Cultural Centre, Madrid.

A true journey from the classical dance tradition of Bharata Natyam to contemporary languages in poetry 
and movement. Traditional poetry, padam, San Juan de la Cruz, José Angel Valente and Chantall Maillard.

RABINDRA SANGEET CONCERT: BAISHALI SARKAR
5 MAY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID
8 MAY, COMPlUTENSE UNIVERSITY, MADRID

In commemoration of the 157th anniversary of the birth of Rabindranath Tagore, concert of Rabindra 
Sangeet (songs by Rabindranath Tagore) by singer Baishali Sarkar.

Rabindra Sangeet or Songs by Rabindranath are songs composed by the Indian writer, poet, painter and 
musician Rabindranath Tagore. One of India's most prolific 19th and 20th century personalities, Tagore 
composed more than 2,000 songs during his lifetime classified into four categories: "Songs of Love" 
(PREM), "Songs of Prayer" (PUJA), "Songs of Nature (PRAKRITI) and "Miscellaneous". Rabindra Sangeet is 
not only an Indian genre, but has crossed borders and become popular in Bangladeshi music. These songs 
are based on Indian classical music, folk traditions, semi-classical genres and the music he collected on his 
travels around the world.
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Baishali Sarkar is an Indian artist of the classical tradition. She began studying music at the age of nine and 
specialized for more than ten years in the traditions of Rabindra Sangeet, Nazrulgeeti and Indian classical 
music. The concert also had the special collaboration of Amancio Prada. The singer-songwriter interpreted 
two themes: "Permite, Padre" and "Te pierdo, amada mía", inspired by poems by Rabindranath Tagore.

BHANGRA DANCE: JASVINDER SINGH
19 MAY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Within the framework of the European Night of Museums, performance by dancer and choreographer 
Jasvinder Singh.

Jasvinder Singh was born in Punjab, a region of northern India where Bhangra originated. He learned to 
dance bhangra when he was just a child. He has danced professionally in India with his group for over 7 
years performing in events and television programmes and has worked as a bhangra dance teacher for 
several years. 

KATHAK DANCE SHOW: KADAMB KATHAK COMPANY
9 JUNE, ZORRIllA THEATRE, VAllADOlID

The Kathak Kadamb Dance Company from Ahmedabad performed on 9 June at the Zorrilla Theatre as 
part of the 51st VALLADOLID Book Fair and with the sponsorship of ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations). This performance was one of the first events of the cultural agenda on the occasion of the 
twinning between the cities of Ahmedabad and Valladolid.

The cities of Valladolid, in Spain, and Ahmedabad, in India, sealed their twinning in July 2017, which 
culminated the relationship between the two cities started a decade ago, following the signing of a 
friendship agreement in October 2008.

Within the framework of the 51st Valladolid Book Fair and this Twinning Protocol, which aims to widen 
relations between the two cities in areas of mutual interest, the Zorrilla Theatre of Valladolid hosted this 
programme sponsored by the Valladolid City Council, the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), the 
Embassy of India and the Casa de la India with the performance of the famous Kathak Kadamb dance 
company from Ahmedabad (India), which presented the work "Movements and Stills".
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Kathak dance, whose name comes from the word Katha, which means history, is widespread in northern 
India. This tradition, which dates back more than two thousand years, owes its name to the wandering 
storytellers, known as the Kathakas. A Kathak performance embodies several characteristics: not only the 
immediate relationship that the dancer is able to establish with the audience, but also what is known as 
Abhinaya, or the facial expressions of the dancers, the movements of the body and the elaborate work of 
their steps.

Kumudini Lakhia, who founded the Kadamb company in 1967, is a celebrated Kathak dancer who has 
received numerous awards both in India and abroad. She dedicated her whole life to the promotion and 
diffusion of classical dance, opening new paths to artistic expression. The dancers who attend Kadamb 
School courses are famous for their virtuosity, precision and elegance.

Kathak Kadamb Dance Company 

Choreographer: Kumudini Lakhia

Dancers: Sanjukta Sinha / Rupanshi Thakrar / Mitali Dhruva / Krutika Ghanekar / Mihika Mukherjee / 
Dhereendra Tiwari / Rohit Parihar / Mohit Shridhar / Abhishek Khichi / Sanjeet Gangani / Pankaj Sihag.

LAB-INDIA. PERFORMING ARTS LABORATORY  
LAB-India, Indian Performing Arts Laboratory, is a space for training, research, dissemination and 
intercultural artistic creation of Casa de la India. A platform for creatives encounter between cultures, to 
produce, divulge, experiment and enter into common artistic spaces to enrich our social and cultural 
environments. This Performing Arts Laboratory, which tries to put the performing arts of India in Spain 
into dialogue with other traditions, revolves around four fundamental axes: training (regular classes, 
master classes, quarterly workshops, seminars, and intensive courses in India), research (research work 
and projects in educational and social areas, advice on productions in performing arts, as well as integration 
and social inclusion projects), creation and dissemination (intercultural creations, artistic co-productions, 
artists' residencies, etc.).

WORKSHOPS AND MASTER CLASSES

THE LABORATORY OF PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC offers a series of workshops and master classes 
throughout the course, organized in one workshop per month (Saturday) and on specific occasions, to 
introduce professionals and students of dance, theater and music to the expressive resources and 
movement techniques of Indian performing arts, through the approach to various traditions and artistic 
languages. At the same time, these workshops are conceived as a space for experimentation and dialogue 
with forms of expression such as contemporary dance, flamenco, acro-yoga, physical and choreographic 
theatre, modern and urban dance, among others.

TRADITIONAL KERALA RITUAL DANCE WORKSHOP: THIRUVATHIRA KALI
27 JANUARY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Within the framework of the Kalasangam Indian Performing Arts and Music Laboratory, a ritual dance 
performed by women in Kerala that is celebrated on the day of the birth of the god Siva (December-
January). A unique opportunity to learn about and enjoy the culture of Kerala, its customs and mythology 
through a popular dance full of symbolism that celebrates the female force, as it is also associated with 
Kamadeva (the god of love). By Laya Xavier (traditional dance teacher from Kerala). 

2.3.4.
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MASTERCLASS: “THE SINGING BODY IN THE BAUL PARAMPARA”
21 FEBRUARY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

During the workshop, Parvathy Baul introduces some basic elements of Baul singing practice, incorporating 

dance and holistic body movement.

Participants were able to learn and get to know some songs from the Baul tradition through the direct 

experience of Parvathy and some images that she showed during the workshop.

It was necessary for the participants to come 10 minutes before the beginning of the activity in order to 

remain seated in silence during this time. The Indian artist reminded us that the Baul Parampara is usually 

transmitted during years of study with a Guru who accompanies the disciples in the knowledge of Baul 

singing.

Keeping in mind that the Baul Master is not just a teacher or a trainer, he/she is a Guru.

We thus received Parvathy with the respect owed to a Baul Master, aware that her teachings come from a 

very ancient tradition and have been transmitted to her through a generation of masters.

This requires many years of practice, blessings from the past, and acceptance of the Baul Gurus to gain the 

authority to teach Baul.

Parvathy Baul is a Baul music singer and Indian narrator. She is one of the most recognized artists of Baul 

music in India. She was formed under the tutelage of gurus such as Sanatan Das Baul and Shashanko 

Goshai Baul in Bengal. She has also been conducting numerous concert tours, both in India and in other 

countries since 1995. She has her residence at Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala since 1997, where she also 

works as a music teacher at the "Ektara Baul Sangeetha Kalari", a Baul music college. She is one of the first 

women to study, and now teach, the Baul singing technique, practiced only by men for centuries in 

northwest India, present-day West Bengal and Bangladesh. She is an actress of the Odin Teatret and was a 

guest teacher during the last edition of the ISTA.
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CONTEMPORARY INDIAN DANCE WORKSHOP
24 MARCH, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

An approach of Indian classical dance towards different contemporary dance techniques (Lemon 
technique). By Carol Garcés, contemporary dancer, and Mónica de la Fuente, dancer of Indian classical and 
contemporary dance.

MASTERCLASS OF SAROD: PARTHO SAROTHY
20 MARCH, MUSIC COllEGE, SORIA

Masterclass by one of India's most outstanding sarod musicians.

Partho Sarothy (Calcutta, 1960) is considered one of the best sarod musicians. He has performed the last 
40 years all over the world as a soloist and also as accompanist of the great guru Ravi Shankar at the Royal 
Albert Hall and the Royal Elizabeth Hall in London, the Moscow Kremlin, the Carnegie Hall in the USA and 
at major festivals in India. His music is an example of the true heritage of Hindustani classical music and is 
characterized by its tranquility and meditative approach.

BOLLYWOOD DANCE WORKSHOP
14 APRIl, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Indian Street" workshop, a dialogue between Bollywood dance and urban dance by the dancer and 
choreographer Sneha Mistri.

Based on funky dance and from this urban language, Sneha approaches Bollywood dance to create a 
modern and dynamic choreography. The attitude and the strong and powerful urban body language is 
experimented through one of the best known current songs: "Chhote Chhote Peg".

BHANGRA WORKSHOP
19 MAY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID 

Bhangra is a folk dance originating in Punjab (northern India and Pakistan) that mixes various ancient 
dances of the region and expands today to fusion with electronic music. By Jasvinder Singh, originally 
from Punjab and resident in Spain.

This dance appeared in ancient times in the land of farmers who joyfully expressed the joy of life. Artisans, 
warriors, men and women molded it combining their working movements with gratitude to life and the 
energy of the celebration.

MASTERCLASS CONTEMPORARY DANCE WORKSHOP
24 MAY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID 

Within the framework of the TAC (Street Theatre Arts Festival of Valladolid), this master class brings the 
participants closer to the physical and creative work of one of the most important contemporary dance 
companies in India: Daksha Seth dance Company

Teachers: Daksha Seth (company director, dancer and choreographer), Devissaro (artistic, visual and 
musical director), Isha Sarvani (dancer, actress, yoga teacher and acrobat) and Tao Issaro (composer and 
percussionist).
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Daksha Sheth's company, with its inter-artistic and multidisciplinary team, seeks to build bridges between 
contemporary dance and India's traditional performing arts. Their shows, characterized by impeccable 
staging, original music and highly developed visual aesthetics, have been presented at festivals around the 
world. Daksha Sheth, considered one of the great masters of Kathak, explores languages as diverse as 
acrobatics and martial art. Awarded the Prize of the National Academy of Arts of India, this is now one of 
the most acclaimed Indian dance companies worldwide. 

MASTERCLASSES AND CONTEMPORARY DANCE ENCOUNTERS 

In the framework of the Festival “India in Concert” the Attakkalari Dance Company visited Spain sponsored 
by the ICCR. LAB-India organized a series of workshops and meetings with professionals in different cities 
of Spain:

25	September,	"Meet the audience", Canal Thatres, Madrid.

28	September,	Mater Class at LAVA Theatre, Valladolid.

28	September,	Master Class at the Professional Dance School of Castilla y León, Burgos.

30	 September,	 Artistic meeting with the Contemporary Ballet of Burgos and the director of the 
International Dance Competition of Burgos.

Jayachandran Palazhy is the founder and artistic director of the Attakkalari Centre for Movement Arts. He 
is an internationally renowned dancer and choreographer. Driven by the underlying philosophy of 
Attakkalari ("Traditional physical wisdom, innovation and technology"), he is deeply committed to 
spreading contemporary movement arts around the world.

Attakkalari Dance Company is considered one of the most important contemporary dance companies in 
India. 

ATTAKKALARI AND ITS METHODOLOGY

The Attakkalari Company is known for its workshops and one of the company's essential points is to share 
Attakkalari dance techniques and processes with participants from all over the world.
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Attakkalari dancers, company members and teachers, accompany participants in the discovery of their 
unique movement techniques developed at the Attakkalari Movement Arts Center, and through classical 
Indian dance forms such as Bharatanatyam, Kuchipudi and Kalarippayattu martial arts.

BOLLYWOOD DANCE WORKSHOP
24 NOVEMBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID 

Choreographer Suresh Singh gave a Bollywood dance master class, in which different Bollywood 
choreographies were rehearsed.

Masterclass Bollywood Dance level I and level II

DANCE AND MEDITATION WORKSHOP
19 DECEMBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

By Carmen Mar, contemporary dancer, yoga teacher and degree holder in psycho-pedagogy. Through 
integration of yoga in dance and life, she explores the energy of dance in all psychological states and in 
personal, physical and emotional development and explores the root of the interconnectivity of body and 
mind. The workshop was aimed at all lovers of dance and yoga and those interested in integrating these 
two disciplines into their meditative practice.

LITERATURE

PARTICIPATION IN THE KERALA LITERATURE FESTIVAL
ROUND TABLE: "WHEN MIRRORS ARE WINDOWS"
10 FEBRUARY, KERAlA lITERATURE FESTIVAl, TRIVANDRUM, INDIA

Conversation of the author of When Mirrors are Windows, Guillermo Rodríguez, with noted writer Jerry 
Pinto. When Mirrors Are Windows: A View of A.K. Ramanujan`s Poetics is a monographic study of the most 
prominent Indian poet, translator, folklorist and essayist of the second half of the 20th century, A.K. 
Ramanujan (1929-1993). The book is an exploration of his poetic and aesthetic thinking from a 
multidisciplinary and intercultural perspective. It also exhibits for the first time unpublished prose, diaries 
and poems unknown to date. It is based on Guillermo Rodríguez's 2006 doctoral thesis entitled "The 
Aesthetic and Poetic Thought of A.K. Ramanujan" (1929-1993) and directed by Dr. Pilar Abad (University of 
Valladolid) and Dr. S. Murali (University of Kerala, India). It is the result of a pioneering research on the life 
and work of this contemporary author carried out over more than ten years in South India and at the 
University of Chicago (USA), where the Papers of A.K. Ramanujan were deposited. A multidisciplinary 
author born in Mysore, South India, Ramanujan resided since 1959 in the U.S. occupying important 
academic positions and promoting Dravidian studies (classical literature and medieval mysticism of South 
India).

2.4.

2.4.1.
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In Spain, the poet and folklorist A.K. Ramanujan, known in India and the USA for his famous translations of 
classical and medieval Hindu poetry, became known thanks to the publication of his Folktales from India 
(Cuentos de la India) by Siruela publishing house in 2005.

BOOK PRESENTATIONS
INDO-SPANISH CULTURAL ENCOUNTERS (1956-2016)
19 FEBRUARY, CERVANTES INSTITUTE, NEW DElHI, INDIA

The Cervantes Institute of New Delhi organised the colloquium "Indo-Spanish Cultural Encounters (1956-
2016)" around the book of the same name published on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between Spain and India.

Published by Jawaharlal Nehru University and edited by professor Anil Dhingra from this university and 
Gonçal López Nadal from the University of the Balearic Islands, this work brings together 35 writings by 
writers, journalists, artists, philosophers, professors, sportsmen, translators, diplomats, jurists, 
businessmen and economists who offer their personal testimony. From their different perspectives, the 
authors contribute to bringing together two worlds with different characteristics in order to strengthen 
the complementarity between their peoples.In addition to the editors of the book, some of the authors 
took part in the colloquium, such as the director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, or the Hispanist 
Shamu Ganguly, among others.

THE TALES OF PANCHATANTRA: INDIA'S MOST ANCIENT FABLES
26 APRIl, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Within the framework of the "International Book Day", Casa de la India organized a reading of Panchatantra 
stories in the version translated by Asesh Ray and edited by Agilice Digital. A king of South India entrusted 
the teaching of his children to a great sage, who gave them moral education through the stories that make 
up this book. With the participation of the writers Roberto R. Antúnez, Cristina Sandin and Javier Albillo, 
Laya Xavier, the professor of the University of Valladolid Javier Blasco and the dancer and choreographer 
Monica de la Fuente.

YOGA DICTIONARY
18 JUNE, EMBASSY OF INDIA, MADRID
19 JUNE, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Presentation by one of its authors, Oscar Pujol. A practical dictionary, published by Herder Editorial, which 
will guarantee the correct use of Sanskrit language in the field of yoga, written by Oscar Pujol and Laia Vi-
llegas. Many yoga practitioners have asked themselves what the literal translation of the name of a postu-
re may, how to pronounce it correctly or what we are saying when reciting a mantra. This handy, visual and 
practical reference manual includes the most commonly used Sanskrit terms in everyday yoga classes: the 
names of postures and other hatha-yoga techniques, the fundamental philosophical concepts, a didactic 
translation of Patañjali's Yogasvtra, some mantras, as well as a brief history of yoga that contextualizes the 
use of all terminology. The Sanskrit terms are offered analyzed, translated, commented and accompanied 
by illustrative images and audios with their correct pronunciation. Aimed at practitioners and teachers of 
any school, without prior knowledge of Sanskrit, it can be used for individual study or as a didactic resour-
ce in yoga teacher training courses.

PINJAR: EL ESQUELETO Y OTRAS HISTORIAS (PINJAR: THE SKELETON AND OTHER STORIES)
15 NOVEMBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Presentation of the book Pinjar: el esqueleto y otras historias by Beatriz Rubio, Distinta Tinta Ediciones, 
and Laura Enríquez, singer-songwriter.

Pinjar, translated from Panjabi into English by Khushwant Singh, is memorable for its lyrical style and depth 
of writing. Amrita Pritam portrays the most intimate of the novel's complex characters. A compelling 
account of a young man born in strange circumstances and left on God's altar.

Amrita Pritam was an Indian writer and poet, who wrote in Hindi and Punjabi. She is considered the first 
prominent Punjabi poet, novelist and essayist, and the leading 20th century poet of the Punjabi language, 

2.4.2.
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who is equally loved on both sides of the border between India and Pakistan. With a career spanning more 
than six decades, she produced more than 100 books of poetry, fiction, biographies, essays, a collection of 
Punjabi folk songs and an autobiography that were translated into several Indian and foreign languages.

EL VÍNCULO (THE LINK)
20 DECEMBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID 

The famous poet José María Muñoz Quirós, the last National Prize of Letters Teresa de Ávila, with a 
trajectory of more than forty years in poetry, presented in the Casa de la India El Vínculo (The Link), a 
collection of poems that recreates the world of his last trip to India, influenced by the work of Rabindranath 
Tagore, in whose school and university in Santiniketan, West Bengal, the poet spent a few days. The book is 
an inner journey describing an encounter with a different culture, closely related to the world of spirit, 
thought and inner knowledge.

José María Muñoz Quirós (Ávila, 1957) holds a doctorate in Literary Theory and is a professor of literature. 
Director of the magazine "El Cobaya" and member of the Academy of Poetry of Castilla y León and 
president of the Academy Juglares de Fontiveros. He has published more than thirty books of poetry since 
1982, and has been awarded numerous prizes with his collections, suc has "Ritual de los espejos" (Adonais 
Prize runner-up), "Material reservado" (Jaime Gil de Biedma International Prize), "Celada de piedra" (San 
Juan de la Cruz International Poetry Prize), "El color de la noche" (Salamanca City Prize) or "El rostro de la 
niebla" (Valencia. Alfons el Magnánime Prize). He has collected most of his poetry in the book "Tiempo y 
memoria". His poems have been translated into English, Italian, Portuguese, Bengali and Arabic, among 
other languages.

OTHER CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

DAY AND NIGHT OF MUSEUMS
18 AND 19 MAY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

The International Day and the European Night of Museums were celebrated around the world on 18 and 19 
May. On this occasion, Casa de la India organised an varied programme of cultural activities aimed at all 
audiences, in two open -house days dedicated to introducing the general public to the centre.

The International Museum Day is an initiative of more than forty years promoted by the International 
Council of Museums -ICOM- in charge of proposing each year a motto for this day. In 2018, the theme was 
"Hyperconnected museums: new approaches, new audiences". This year was also the fourteenth edition of 
The European Night of Museums which is held in more than 3,000 museums across Europe on the initiative 
of the French Ministry of Culture, sponsored by the Council of Europe and UNESCO.

On the occasion of the International Museum Day (18 May) and the European Night of Museums (19 May), 
Casa de la India prepared a series of activities and guided tours with special opening hours for the public.

18 MAY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID  

Guided tours of Casa de la India: library and garden.

Visit to the exhibition "Bollywood Paintings". Pictorial creations by artist Antonio Merinero inspired by 
Bollywood film posters accompanied by the projection of famous Bollywood film dances.

Bharata Natyam open dance class. Attendees were able to witness a Bharata Natyam dance class, one of 
the classical dance from South India.

19 MAY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID 

Guided tours of Casa de la India: Library and garden.

Lab-India. Bhangra workshop. Punjab music and dance by Jasvinder Singh.

Exhibition "Bollywood Paintings". Pictorial creations by the artist Antonio Merinero inspired by the 
Bollywood film posters accompanied by the screening of famous Bollywood film dances. 

2.5.	
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Exhibition "The Headquarters of the Casa de la India". This photographic exhibition is divided into two 
sections, one dedicated to the rehabilitation of the building to make it the headquarters of Casa de la India, 
and the other dedicated to the Casa de la India Foundation: the institution, objectives, cultural activities 
(music, dance, exhibitions) etc.

Ravi Shankar corner. On the first floor, where visitors could see the personal sitar donated to Casa de la 
India by the Ravi Shankar Foundation belonging to the best sitarist of all time, Ravi Shankar.

Workshop for family audiences "Discovering India" by the India School (Escuela de la India) team.

"The Indian rope trick", a magic intervention by Jesús Patiño.

Presentations of bhangra, dance and music of Punjab (north of India and Pakistan), by Jasvinder Singh.

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY: YOGA MASTERCLASS
21 JUNE, RECOlETOS STREET, VAllADOlID

On 21 June, the fourth edition of the "International Yoga Day" took place all over the world and Valladolid 
hosted a very special celebration on the Recoletos Sidewalk, in which around four hundred people 
gathered.

The event, held this year under the slogan "Integrating yoga in my daily life" began with the inauguration, 
which included the participation of Rosa Obregón, as presenter, Rafael Valdivieso, Ciy Council of Valladolid, 
David Rodríguez, Casa de la India, and Miguel Ángel Moyano, as representative of the yoga teachers. 
Afterwards, several yoga teachers accompanied by hundreds of participants sang the mantra of protection 
Ad Gure Name before giving way to the master class of yoga, practice of the asanas (postures), which the 
participants executed following the instructions of the teachers. Before the end of the celebration, all 
participants danced a meditative dance in a circle.

There were also activities held parallel to the "International Yoga Day" in the so-called "Yoga Week", with a 
range of workshops given by different schools and yoga centers in Valladolid to bring yoga to all interested 
parties.
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Yoga Week and International Yoga Day were organized by Casa de la India, Valladolid City Council, Ministry 
of Ayush, Indian Embassy, Alaya Yoga Space, Nadir Development Center, YogaDevi, Karma Yoga, Heart 
Smile, Creative Nim Yoga and Air India.

DIWALI FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
10 NOVEMBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Diwali is a Hindu religious festival also known as the festival of lights. For Hindus darkness represents 
ignorance and light represents knowledge. Therefore, on Diwali nights, the illumination of a lamp 
symbolizes through knowledge the destruction of all that is negative for the human being, such as evil, 
violence, lust, greed, fanaticism, suffering, and so on. Diwali marks the beginning of the new Hindu year, 
and one of the most significant and joyful nights of the year.

Participants in the Diwali Party enjoyed Bhangra dance by the dancer Jasvinder Singh, native of Punjab, 
typical dances of Kerala, Indian gastronomy and Indian crafts by the Association of the Indian community 
of Castilla y León, Bollywood music, etc. 100% of the proceeds went to the Kerala Chief Minister's RELIEF 
FUND.
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3.	

3.1.	

3.1.1.	

EDUCATION 
One of the main objectives of Casa de la India is to promote knowledge of the diversity and multiculturalism 
of India in Spain in all its diversity and complexity, taking into account both traditional and historical facets 
as well as multiple contemporary dimensions. To this end, didactic and academic activities are regularly 
carried out in collaboration with different institutions, including subjects and disciplines as diverse as 
literature, performing arts, music, culture and society, spirituality and religions, economy and commerce, 
and politics and international relations in contemporary times. These contents are offered not only in 
activities aimed at the general public but also through educational programmes designed for specific 
educational sectors: university, secondary or primary school students. Casa de la India also serves, through 
different initiatives in the field of education, as a platform for developing programmes of institutional 
cooperation and collaboration between universities, research centres, cultural centres, professionals, 
experts and academics, and the public administration of Spain and India.

COURSES

HINDI COURSES
Under the agreement between the Indian Council for Cultural Relations of the Government of India (ICCR) 
and the University of Valladolid, Hindi language courses have been conducted through a Chair co-financed 
by the Government of India. The courses take place at the Centre for Asian Studies of the Faculty of 
Commerce of the University of Valladolid in collaboration with the Language Centre of the university and 
are taught at different levels by Professor Deepti Prakash of New Delhi. A Hindi teacher in India for thirty-
two years, Deepti Prakash has won numerous awards in her country including the Hindi Academic Award.

The University of Valladolid offers these courses aimed at university students and the general public 
interested in learning one of the world's most widely spoken languages and broadening their knowledge of 
Indian culture. With an average of fifteen students per class, the following levels of Hindi language taught 
by Deepti Prakash were offered in the 2018-2019 academic year:

• Level	I
 From 26 February 2018 to 23 July 2018 (80 h) Mondays and Wednesdays from 18:30 to 20:30 h

• Level	II
 From 26 February 2018 to 23 July 2018 (80 h) Mondays and Wednesdays from 18:30 to 20:30 h

• Level	III
 From 26 February 2018 to 23 July 2018 (80 h) Mondays and Wednesdays from 18:30 to 20:30 h

• Level	IV

 From 26 February 2018 to 23 July 2018 (80 h) Mondays and Wednesdays from 18:30 to 20:30 h
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HINDI CLUB
The Hindi Club consisted of a monthly meeting for students of Hindi courses and Indian scholars in order to 
practice the Hindi language and deal with aspects of Indian culture under the direction of Professor Deepti 
Prakash of New Delhi. The activities that were organized were programmed jointly with the participants 
and turned out to be a meeting forum to discuss various aspects of Indian culture and society. The sessions 
focused on specific themes:

• Bharat - ek paridrishya' (India at a glance), 22 February

• Languages of India", 22 March. 

KALASANGAM: PERMANENT SEMINAR OF PERFORMING ARTS
Casa de la India's Kalasangam Permanent Performing Arts Seminar offers training courses in Indian dance, 
theatre and music for professionals, students and lovers of India. Kalasangam's theoretical-practical 
courses provide students with the opportunity to learn essential aspects of Indian performing arts and 
music and to become initiated in one of the dance and music disciplines offered regularly. Indian aesthetic 
theories, as well as other aspects of culture, such as philosophy, religion or history, complement the 
practical classes to better understand and practice these arts. 

REGULAR COURSES
In the permanent seminar of performing arts conducted by the teacher and specialist in classical Bharata 
Natyam dance Mónica de la Fuente, the following regular classes were offered: 

• Course	of	physical	and	technical	conditioning, directed to all the levels. 

On October 3, 5, 10, 17, 2017. 

• Classical	 Bharata	 Natyam	 dance	 course	 (Beginners	 Level), aimed at all audiences interested in 
knowing the performing arts of India, an introduction to the theory and practice of the classical dance 
Bharata Natyam.

Every Wednesday, from November 2017 to June 2018.

• Classical	Bharata	Natyam	dance	courese	(Level	II).	Traditional	Repertoire, aimed at students with 
previous traning of Indian dance or students and professionals of any dance style. 

Every Friday, from November 2017 to June 2018.

• Indian	dance	course.	Semi-classical	and	Contemporary	Repertoire, aimed at young students from 10 
to 16 years.

Every Friday, from November 2017 to June 2018.
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END OF COURSE DEMONSTRATION OF KALASANGAM STUDENTS 
18 JUNIO, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

As is now traditional, in June the Kalasangam team organized a demonstration of Indian dance, which this 
year involved students at different levels.

PERFORMANCES BY KALASANGAM STUDENTS
The permanent seminar of performing arts under the direction of Mónica de la Fuente has nurtured a 
group of young students within the most advanced dance courses with the aim of publicizing the 
performing arts of India in different social and cultural spaces.

During 2018 such performances took place in the following spaces:

• Bharata Natyam open dance class, classical dance from South India, on Museum Day, Casa de la India, 19 
May.

• VI Benito Meni Hospital Solidarity Dinner, 15 June.

• Performance at the Diwali feast, Hindu New Year's celebration, Casa de la India, 10 November.

• Gala Marathon in favour of the Down Syndrome Association, organised by the radio programme "Entre 
tus páginas y la mías" at the Gourmet station in Valladolid, 15 December.

LECTURES, ACADEMIC SESSIONS AND ROUNDTABLES

LECTURES AND ROUND TABLES AT CASA DE LA INDIA

LECTURE AND ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION: "THE REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN IN GANDHI" 
30 JANUARY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

On the 70th anniversary of the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and in the framework of the "School Day 
of Nonviolence and Peace", this lecture was by Jesús Ojeda Guerrero, philosopher and researcher in Social 
Sciences.

LECTURE: "50 YEARS OF AUROVILLE: A UTOPIAN CITY FOR HUMAN UNITY"
22 FEBRUARY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Lecture by Itxaso Recondo, head of Auroville Spain. On 28 February 1968, the city of Auroville was 
inaugurated on the coast of Tamil Nadu (India), in the presence of the President of India and representatives 
of 124 countries. The ideals upon which Auroville was built were a universal city, where men and women of 
all countries could live in peace and progressive harmony, beyond their creeds, political ideas and 
nationalities.

3.2.

3.2.1.	
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LECTURE-DEMONSTRATION: "ART AND WOMEN IN INDIA"
6 MARCH , CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Illustrated lecture by Mónica de la Fuente.

This lecture-demo offered an introduction to different aspects of women in India from antiquity to the 
present day. Illustrated through short dance pieces, it introduces us to their mythology, history and 
expression. The approach to some of the concepts and conventions of dance allow for a greater 
understanding of the art of India and help us approach women in India in the context of artistic expression 
rooted to the wisdom, spirituality and knowledge of Indian society. 

RAVI SHANKAR MEMORIAL: ROUND TABLE "EAST MEETS WEST: THE RECEPTION OF INDIAN 
MUSIC IN THE WEST"
4 APRIl, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

In celebration of the 98th anniversary of the birth of the legendary musician Ravi Shankar, considered the 
best sitarist of all time and godfather of World Music. Ravi Shankar created a passion among Western 
audiences for Indian classical music that turned him into a musical legend.

To commemorate his birth, Casa de la India organised the round table discussion "East meets West: the 
reception of Indian music in the West" with the participation of Enrique Cámara, professor of 
Ethnomusicology at the University of Valladolid, Marius Díaz, cellist at OSCYL, Ignacio Corral, musicologist 
and composer, and Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India.

Ravi Shankar is considered the best sitarist in the world and a musical bridge between East and West. 
Although he was already recognized as one of the great classical musicians in India, world fame came to 
him in the 1960s, when he came into contact with George Harrison and Western culture and performed at 
the Monterey and Woodstock festivals and at the Bangladesh concert. Ravi Shankar composed ragas, 
concerts, film soundtracks and created a passion among Western audiences for Indian classical music that 
has made him a music legend.
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TALK AND PHOTO PROJECTION "BETWEEN THE SKY AND THE WATER: FROM LADAKH TO THE 
GANGES"
19 APRIl, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Ángel López Soto, one of the most inspiring photojournalists in our country, gave this talk accompanied by 
a wide projection of images showing different aspects of that country that has been taking over the last 20 
years and that have been published in countless media and exhibited on several occasions.

LECTURE: "THE ASCENSION TO HEAVEN THE EASTERN WAY. PRAISE OF YOGA"
20 SEPTEMBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllEYlID

Heaven is a metaphor for happiness, just as hell is a metaphor for pain and suffering. For many, life has no 
other meaning than to advance towards happiness. But what happiness are we talking about, social, 
economic, chemical, mystical...? The great Hindu masters have transmitted to us the most sophisticated 
and complete tool to achieve that happiness that overcomes all pain: yoga. This path constitutes the 
Eastern way. By Francisco López-Seivane, writer and pioneer of yoga teaching.

LECTURE: “GANDHI`S IDEAS”
2 OCTOBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

In commemoration of the anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth and the International Day of Non-
Violence, Minni Sawhney, a Hispanist from Delhi University, lectured on Gandhi's ideas about peace, non-
violence, food, etc., from his essential writings.

ROUND TABLE: "INTEGRATING YOGA INTO DAILY LIFE"
2 OCTOBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Casa de la India hosted the round table "Integrating Yoga in Everyday Life" with the participation of yoga 
teachers Felipe García, Rosa Obregón, Paloma Llanos, Elena Sahagún and Raquel Valverde (moderator).

LECTURES AT OTHER INSTITUTIONS

LECTURE: "INTERCULTURALITY IN THE CLASSROOM: NEW EXPERIMENTS IN THE TEACHING OF 
SPANISH IN INDIA. POPULAR CULTURE IN INDIA AND THE HISPANIC WORLD"
2 OCTOBER, FACUlTY OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY COMPlUTENSE OF MADRID
3 OCTOBER, FACUlTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VAllADOlID

Lectureby Minni Sawhney, a Hispanist from Delhi University, who contributed ideas on the possibilities that 
popular music has offered for the cultural development of students. Music has long proven to be a powerful 
element in the teaching of Spanish as a foreign language. Visual and auditory languages coexist with the 
language of words to enrich their learning. Through songs representing different periods and styles, the 
student is introduced to different registers of Spanish. He also described some projects that, making use of 
music and its interrelation with knowledge, have become an important instrument of social transformation 
and not only of learning Spanish as a foreign language.

ILLUSTRATED LECTURE: "INDIA. WAYS OF LIGHT" 
10 APRIl, CUlTURAl CENTRE CONDE DUQUE, MADRID 

In this lecture Chantal Maillard in her profound voice tells us about her experience in India. Writer, poet, 
essayist, she is a reputed author on the aesthetics, thought and traditions of India to which she has 
dedicated a great part of her work. Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India, presented the author 
with the audiovisual collaboration of David Varela.

Indian Diaries is a poetic-visual presentation, based on texts and poems written and dramatized by Chantal 
Maillard about the city of Benares, with images by the filmmaker David Varela, director of the feature 
documentary Banaras me.

3.2.2.
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LECTURES IN AR&PA 2018: XI IBERIAN BIENNIAL OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
FROM 8 TO 11 NOVEMBER, VAllADOlID

The celebration of the European Year of Heritage was the focus of the XI AR&PA Biennial, held at the 
Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre in Valladolid, from 8 to 11 November.

Within the framework of AR&PA, the Valladolid City Council and Casa de la India coordinated an academic 
session that dealt with the practices and models of management and exchange that make heritage a tool 
for local development. The working session held under the title "UNESCO World Heritage Cities. 
Experiences from India and Spain" took place on 9 November at the XI Iberian Biennial of Cultural Heritage 
AR&PA, with the participation of Indian heritage expert Debashish Nayak who gave the paper "Ahmedabad: 
the journey to become UNESCO World Heritage City". Also participating in the round table were Vicente 
Pérez, Expert Heritage Technician, Alcalá de Henares City Council, Francisca Gallego, Architect, Head of 
the Area of Urbanism and Heritage, and Juan José Arteaga, Head of the Urbanism, Mobility and 
Infrastructures Section, Cuenca City Council, and the director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez. The 
meeting served to lay the foundations for future collaboration between Spanish World Heritage cities and 
India to create a common forum which could be opened to World Heritage cities in Asia; and the future 
organisation of a meeting of Spanish Heritage Cities in the city of Ahmedabad, a city twinned with 
Valladolid and the first Indian city to receive the distinction of World Heritage city by UNESCO in 2017.

India was also present at the AR&PA Scientific Congress, organized by the University of Valladolid on 10 
November, with the participation of the architect and director of DC School of Architecture & Design of 
Kerala, T.M. Cyriac, in the round table entitled "Cultural Heritage and Citizens" along with leading 
international specialists.

ESCUELA DE LA INDIA (INDIA SCHOOL) PROGRAMMES 
Escuela de la India (Escuela de la India , organised by Casa de la India, is an educational programme that 
promotes intercultural dialogue and a meeting place, based on the principle of equal opportunities and 
inclusion. It is inspired by the theory and practice of integral education advocated by Rabindranath Tagore, 
an arduous advocate of dialogue between cultures and peoples. Tagore strove to bring Western civilizations 
closer to India, convinced that East and West could understand each other.

With this Tagorean educational philosophy an intense program of activities has been offered through the 
Escuela de la India as a meeting point between cultures, where participants have been able to express 
themselves through different artistic, social and cultural manifestations, establishing a dialogue with India 
and with Tagore as a resource for learning, teaching and intercultural dialogue.

The Escuela de la India is committed to an educational project aimed at different groups, educational 
centres, town councils, associations, etc., with the direct involvement of their leaders and with the aim of 
designing and implementing specific collaborative projects tailored to the specific needs of each entity and 
target group. The educational offer of the Escuela de la India consists of cultural weeks, intercultural days, 
seminars, meetings, workshops, concerts and didactic shows, special celebrations and intercultural 
evenings dedicated to India. Educational centres are therefore presented with proposals for activities of a 
flexible and open nature adaptable to different contexts, modalities, spaces and groups. These activities 
are carried out in the educational centres that request it, as well as in the headquarters of the Casa de la 
India in Valladolid.

Throughout 2018, the Escuela de la India has held thirty-seven intercultural days, thirteen didactic shows, 
eight special celebrations, three educational innovation projects and four guided tours of the Casa de la 
India exhibitions. Approximately 4,000 students have participated in the various activities which received 
very positive feedback. The activities developed by the Escuela de la India during 2018 are divided into the 
following sections:

INTERCULTURAL DAYS
In the Intercultural Days of the Escuela de la India different themes on traditional and contemporary India 

are approached to present the multiple cultural and religious aspects of this enormous country where 

different cultures, ethnicities and religions coexist. The artistic demonstrations, which are also part of the 

3.3.

3.3.1.
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activities, introduce the students to the aesthetic traditions of the country India, as well as aspects of 

culture, thought and history, fundamental to understanding, practicing and experiencing the arts of India.

In these sessions on the culture of India, different workshops and cultural, artistic and daily demonstrations 
of India from an intercultural perspective were offered. These “Intercultural Days” are a synthesis of the 
activities that are carried out in the cultural week, and are dedicated to certain topics of special interest:

• Performing Arts in India.

• Customs and ways of life in India.

• The great religions of the world to promote tolerance.

• Introduction to Indian music.

• Natural medicine Ayurveda.

• Exercises of relaxation and asanas.

• Indian visual arts, literature and traditional arts.

• Traditional games from India.

• Music and musical instruments.

• Cooperation and training.

The Intercultural Days in India have been held throughout 2018 with the following centres and entities:

• Amor de Dios School, 29 January.

• CEAS Birds, 30 January.

• CEIP Joaquín Díaz High School, 6 February.

• CEIP Antonio García Quintana, 2 March.

• Women's Cultural Association, 6 March.

• Special Education Private School 16 April.

• CEAS Pajarillos. Women Programme "Armonía", 16 May.

• Group of Senior Citizens of Cáritas, 18 May.

• Sor María de Jesús School, 23 May.

• Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School, 24 and 25 May.

• Cultural Centre Popular Luz, Juan de Austria Civic Center, 30 March

• CEIP Cardinal Mendoza High School, October 30.

• Acacias Women's Association, Rondilla Civic Center, 20 November.

• Rondilla Foundation, December 4.

• CRA Florida del Duero High School, Castronuño, 19 December.
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INTERCULTURAL DIDACTIC PERFORMANCES
The presentation and live performance of Indian music, dance and theatre gave the participating 
collectives the opportunity to get closer to a diverse and enriching world. The objective of these didactic 
performances is the promotion and diffusion of dance and music as a way of showing and transmitting the 
realities and cultural traditions of India. The participating High Schools were:

• CEIP Marina Escobar, 23 February.

• CEIP Federico García Lorca, 28 February.

• CEIP Colegio Ave María, 2 March.

• CEIP Los Zumacales, 9 March.

• CEIP El Peral, 13 March.

• CEIP Federico García Lorca, 21 and 23 March.

• CEIP El Peral, 23 March.

• Colegio Pedro I, 12 April.

• CEIP Cristóbal Colón, 16 April.

• CEIP Ponce de León, 26 April.

• Colegio Sagrado Corazón, 26 April.

• CEIP Puente de Simancas, 28 May.

3.3.2.	

3.3.3.	 CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

DAY OF PEACE AND NON VIOLENCE
30 JANUARY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

In its eighth edition, on the occasion of the "School Day of Peace and Nonviolence" and coinciding with the 
anniversary of the death of Mahatma Gandhi on 30th January, the round table-discussion "Gandhi`s anti-
nuclear position” was held at Casa de la India, in which the social science researcher and expert Jesús 
Ojeda, as well as the team from the Escuela de la India  and students from the secondary schools of 
Valladolid took part.

This round table aimed to provide students with instruments to promote peace and understanding through 
different dynamics of peace education. The students were previously offered didactic material (a 
documentary about Mahatma Gandhi produced by the National Museum of Gandhi) with the option of 
working on it before the 30th of January with the help of the teaching staff of the centre.
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The High Schools in Valladolid that participated in these activities were the following:

• IES Parquesol.

• Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School.

ONLINE CONNECTION OF A GROUP OF STUDENTS OF IES CONDESA EYLO ALFONSO HIGH 
SCHOOL WITH AUROVILLE, INDIA 
22 FEBRUARY, IES CONDESA EYlO AlFONSO HIGH SCHOOl, VAllADOlID

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Auroville, India, an online connection was established with 
Professor Matilde Mir, citizen of Auroville, and Gonçal López Nadal, Spanish representative at the 
inauguration of Auroville in 1968, and a group of students from IES Condesa Eylo Alfonso, Valladolid, who 
had previously participated in an exchange with Pondicherry (13 km from Auroville), south India. The 
representatives of Auroville, Matilde Mir and Gonçal López Nadal, introduced the students to this ambitious 
project of an experimental city that unites people of different races and religions, a place for coexistence 
and spiritual growth. The students had the opportunity to ask different questions and curiosities about the 
city. 

NIGHT AND DAY OF MUSEUMS 
18 AND 19 MAY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

The International Day and European Night of Museums was celebrated in Valladolid on the 18th and 19th May. 
This year's theme, chosen by the International Council of Museums (ICOM), was "Hyperconnected 
Museums: New Approaches, New Audiences". "Hyperconnectivity" is a term invented in 2001 to designate 
the multiple media we have today. In the hyper-connected world in which we live, museums add to this 
trend. Museums are an inherent part of their local communities, cultural landscape and natural 
environment. Technology allows museums to reach beyond their usual audience and find new audiences 
by adopting different approaches to collections: digitization, adding multimedia elements to the exhibition, 
and so on.
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Under this theme, once again the Casa de la India opened its doors at special times and programming 
activities thus adding to the rest of museums and exhibition halls in the city in this initiative coordinated by 
the City of Valladolid. The European Night of the museums allowed visits to the Casa de la India until one 
o'clock in the morning, a unique evening that all visitors enjoyed. Guided tours of the exhibition, the library 
and the garden, workshops, screenings, concerts and art exhibitions were offered to the public.

EDUCATIONAL DAY AT CAMPO GRANDE PARK OF VALLADOLID,  
"THE OPEN AIR SCHOOL OF RABINDRANATH TAGORE".
1 JUNE, CAMPO GRANDE, VAllADOlID

Poet, philosopher, painter, educator, Rabindranath Tagore was one of the most influential persons of his 
time not only in India but also internationally, where he spread his ideas about the universality of  
humanism and became an ambassador of Indian culture. Tagore was a pioneering educator, founding a 
new school and later a University in Santiniketan (abode of peace), where students are taught outdoors in 
contact with nature and in the values of kindness, truth and beauty. "My school is not a cage. My school is a 
nest," he argued.

Inspired by this model of integral education, the Escuela de la India, an educational program of the Casa de 
la India, organized an experimental Tagore School Day in the Campo Grande Park of Valladolid. This 
pioneering outdoor school experience was coordinated by Mercedes de la Fuente, coordinator of Escuela 
de la India, and focused on the following disciplines: music; dance; poetry and painting. The classes had the 
participation of students from the schools María de Molina, Compañía de María La Enseñanza and Sagrado 
Corazón-La Anunciata with 83 students and were taught by specialized teachers, with direct knowledge of 
the Santiniketan model: Tatiana Rodríguez (music), Mónica de la Fuente (dance), David Rodríguez (poetry 
and drawing).

During the closing of the conference we had the presence of the Pro-Vice-chancellor of internationalization 
of the University of Valladolid, Paloma Castro Prieto, addressed the students

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAHATMA GANDHI 
RECORDING OF THE SONG "VAISHNAV JAN TO TENE KAHIYE" BY THE CHOIR OF THE CONDESA 
EYLO ALFONSO HIGH SCHOOL OF VALLADOLID
As part of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth, artists from 124 countries have musically 
contributed to paying tribute to Mahatma Gandhi through his favorite bhajan "Vaishnav Jan To Tene 
Kahiye".

The song "Vaishnav Jan To Tene Kahiye" is a poem by Narsi Mehta (15th century), composed in medieval 
Gujarati, which was adopted by Mahatma Gandhi in the list of prayers routinely sung at the Sabarmati 
ashram.
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The choir of the Condesa Eylo Alfonso High School, directed by Iñaki Becoechea, was chosen to perform 
this song on behalf of Spain.

Since 2006 the Institute is closely linked to the Escuela de la India  through different intercultural weeks 
and days. Already in 2009 the choir has been performing the song during the International Day of Non-
Violence and Peace (October 2) in homage to Mahatma Gandhi in the Peace Park of Valladolid by the 
sculpture of Gandhi that is located in the park since 2001 when it was donated by the Government of India.

In 2011 the choir performed and recorded two songs with the lyrics of Tagore for NDTV (New Delhi 
Television) through its program "India Matters" during the days of tribute to Rabindranath Tagore "Tagore 
in Spain".

In 2013 it was invited to sing during the inauguration of the statue of Mahatma Gandhi in the city of Madrid 
at a ceremony held organized by the Government of India. The statue was placed in the central square of 
Joan Miró (Madrid), and Her Majesty Queen Sofia inaugurated the ceremony.

Both the high school and the choir are closely linked to India, becoming the only school that has carried out 
for four consecutive years exchanges with Indian students from the DPS centers (Delhi Public School) in 
Noida and with the Lycée Français de Pondicherry in South India.

The recording of the video, directed and edited by Victor Galván, had the special collaboration of Natalia 
Mota Ibáñez, lyric singer, actress and scriptwriter, teacher at the School of Dramatic Arts of Castilla y León 
(ESADCyL), and Yonder Rodríguez, multi-percussionist and luthier.

The performance of the young members of the choir interprets moments and objects representative of 
Gandhi's life through mimicry and as a game. The students through their faces show the desire for truth 
and they reflect themselves as they are following Gandhi's message of "Satyagraha", force of truth force 
of the soul, and non-violence.

CHILDREN'S CHESS TOURNAMENT AT CASA DE LA INDIA
5 JUlY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Chess, a board game that originated in India, allows children to develop skills such as concentration, 
patience, memory, determination and creativity, among many others. Casa de la India in collaboration with 
the Chess Delegation of Valladolid, with the aim of motivating the practice of this exciting game, organised 
the first Children's Chess Tournament of Casa de la India for players under 12 years. 24 players participated 
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in the different categories: Tower, for children under 8 years old, Horse, for children under 10 years old, and 

Bishop, for children under 12 years old. The tournament used the Swiss system to 6 rounds, 10 minutes per 

play and player. And the winners in the different categories were Alberto Macías de Castro, Daniel García 

Barriomirón and Daniel Revuelta Blanco.

DEMONSTRATION OF THE INDIAN GAME CARROM
19 JUlY, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Aimed at a family audiences Casa de la India organized a practical demonstration of the carrom, popular 

game of India similar to billiards, in which two or four players face each other in a square wooden board 

with holes in its four corners.

HUMAN RIGHTS PAINTING WORKSHOP TO COMMEMORATE THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
MAHATMA GANDHI
22 OCTOBER, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

Casa de la India, in collaboration with Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation, invited children aged 10 to 14 from 

Valladolid and its province to participate in the Human Rights Painting Workshop by international artist 

Cristóbal Gabarrón, and his son Cris, president of Foundation, along with experts in visual arts.

María Victoria Soto, councillor for Education, Childhood and Equality of the Valladolid City Council, artist 

Cristóbal Gabarrón and Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India inaugurated the workshop.

Before initiating the workshop directed by Cristóbal Gabarrón, the following videos were shown:

• “When human rights are painted" Children's competition - kids for human rights.

• 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

The students  who took part in the workshop had the opportunity to participate in the "International 

Drawing Competition", organized by the United Nations High Commissioner, the United Nations Information 

Service in Geneva and the Cristobal Gabarrón Foundation, titled "Children for Human Rights" inviting 

students between 10 and 14 years of age to create creative works of art based on three possible themes:

1) the human right that the child considers important to defend; 2) a person admired for his or her efforts in 

defending or promoting human rights; and 3) the way in which a child, as an individual, can defend human 

rights in his or her own way.

The young artists had until 31 October, 2018 to present their work. The winners were announced on 10 

December, World Human Rights Day. One of the drawings made in the workshop won one of the 61 

Honorable Mentions, out of more than 17,000 drawings. The drawing belongs to Clara Elisa Mozo Antolín, a 

student at the "Jesús y María" School in Valladolid, and will be exhibited all over the world, forming part of 

the art collection of one of the first museums in the world dedicated to children's art, created by the 

Gabarrón Foundation. Based in Valladolid, Spain, the Art Museum for Children Queen Sofía houses a 

collection of some 50,000 works of art produced by children from around the world.
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PROJECTS WITH EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL CENTRES 
INDIAN CULTURE IN THE CLASSROOMS OF THE IES LA MERCED HIGH SCHOOL OF VALLADOLID 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 - 2018 

The "Sarasvati" working group (Indian culture in the classrooms of the La Merced High School) resumed its 
activities guided by two of its founding members Asunción Cuadrado, music teacher, and Luís Carretero 
Ajo, professor of Geography and History, and the professor of Plastic Arts and Drawing Jesús López 
González.

The educational project "Indian Culture in the Classrooms of La Merced" began in the academic year 2011-
2012, as a Working Group of the IES La Merced, in a cooperation agreement with the Casa de la India, with 
the aim of reinforcing the didactic activities related to English and working on interculturality in such a way 
that the knowledge of Indian culture would enrich the world view of the students. This educational project 
was integrated into the Compulsory Secondary Education curriculum, both in terms of its general and 
specific objectives, as well as its contribution to the acquisition of basic skills. At the same time, in the 2013-
2014 school year, the project (working group) was recognized by CEFIE (Centre for Teacher Training and 
Educational Innovation of Valladolid.

The actions carried out during the 2017-2018 school year consisted of:

• Lecture at the educational centre "Business and Collaborative Initiatives: Casa de la India" by Guillermo 
Rodríguez, director of the Casa de la India on 10 May, 2018 for the students of Economics of 1st year of 
Baccalaureate. The lecture presented the collaboration and entrepreneurship activities that are carried 
out in Casa de la India with Indian institutions and companies.

• Educational day at Casa de la India. Presentation of the didactic materials and activities carried out du-
ring the academic year 2018-2019 with a representation of 40 students on 20 June. 

 • Lectures by Professor Deepti Prakash, Professor of Hindi at the University of Valladolid (ICRR Chair) on 
18 and 19 December on the history and culture of India. These talks in English dealt with the most outs-
tanding aspects of the history and society of India from the origins of its civilization to the present day. 
The 3rd and 4th year ESO students took part in these talks.

3.3.4.	
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COLLABORATION WITH THE CRIE HIGHSCHOOL OF CERVERA DE PISUERGA, PALENCIA. 
EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION PROJECT "WE EXPLORE A PLACE CALLED THE WORLD"
ACADEMIC COURSE 2017- 2018 

The Rural Centre for Educational Innovation, located in the town of Cervera de Pisuerga, in the north of 
Palencia (CRIE Cervera de Pisuerga) is one of the nine centres for educational innovation that exist in 
Castilla y León and its main objective is to compensate for the shortcomings of the rural school, 
contributing to the development of the interpersonal relationship and social insertion capacities of these 
students, all of this through active and participative methodologies, thus completing the school curriculum.

In the academic year 2017-2018, the CRIE of Cervera de Pisuerga developed the educational innovation 
project "We explore a place called the world" during the months of January, February and March. The 
students who visited the Casa de la India were about 300 coming from all over the province of Palencia, 
mostly 5th and 6th grades of primary school (10-12 years). 

The recognition of diversity and plurality, as fundamental elements of nature and society, are the new 
theoretical and practical contexts in which we build this cultural and educational project for a world with a 
future and a message of hope.

The CRIE considers that the best way to inculcate in students the knowledge of different cultures is to 
bring them closer in a practical way, so that they can experience and have a more complete vision of 
societies that are different. 

Art, culture, customs, beliefs, traditions, people, religions, languages, etc., were the fundamental content of 
these visits from the point of view of immersion and personal experience. In 2018 300 students from the 
province of Palencia took part in these sessions from the following schools:

• CEIP "Ntra. Sra del Carmen" of Barruelo de Santullán, 9 January.

• CEIP "Francisco Argos" of Venta de Baños, 9 January.

• CEIP "Gómez Manrique" of Villamuriel de Cerrato, 16 January.

• CEIP "San Agustín" of Fuentes de Nava, 16 January.

• CEIP "Juan Mena de la Cruz" of Palencia, 23 January.

• CEIP "Miguel de Cervantes" of Alar de Rey, 23 January.
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• CEIP "San Pedro" of Baltanás, 6 February.

• CRA del Cerrato of Tariego de Cerrato, 6 February.

• CEIP "P. Honorato del Val" of Monzón de Campos, 20 February.

• CEIP "Conde Vallellano" of Ampudia, 20 February.

• IEPC "Catholic Monarchs" of Villarramiel, 20 February.

• CEIP "Pablo Sáenz" of Fromistá, 27 February.

• CEIP "Carlos Casado del Alisal" of Villada, 27 February.

• CEIP "Virgen del Brezo" of Santibáñez de la Peña, 27 February.

• CEIP "Pan y Guindas" of Palencia, 6 March.

• CEIP "La Valdavia" of Buenavista de Valdavia, 6 March.

• CEIP "Ntra. Sra. de Areños" of Velilla del Río Carrión, 6 March.

• CEIP "Anacleto de Orejón" of Astudillo, 6 March.

• CEIP Villalobón of Villalobón, 6 March.

• CRA "Campos de Castilla" of Becerril de Campos, 14 March.

• CEIP "Carlos Ruíz" of San Salvador de Cantamuda, 14 March.

PARTICIPATION IN THE 15TH INTERCULTURAL WEEK OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF VALLADOLID
30 AND 31 MAY

The 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights marked the 15th Intercultural Week in 

Valladolid, which began on 28 May under the slogan 'Our rights are your rights' and ended on 17 June with 

the traditional intercultural meeting that filled the streets of the capital with colour.

For the senior citizens, an educational day and a guided tour of the Casa de la India were organised, with 

the aim of raising awareness of Indian culture and inviting people to understand the many cultural and 

religious aspects of this enormous country where different cultures, ethnic groups and religions coexist. 

This educational day also included a tour of the different rooms and facilities of the centre in order to 

introduce various aspects of Indian culture. At the end of the day and as a final touch, there was a 

discussion with all the participants and a tasting of chai; Indian tea. We counted on the participation of 

about 90 senior citizens.

GUIDED TOURS OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA
The aim of these visits is to bring Casa de la India closer to schoolchildren through a programme of visits 

with appropriate workshops in different educational levels in order to encourage a direct encounter with 

Indian culture. In these guided visits the various rooms and facilities of the centre are visited, also taking 

advantage of the exhibitions regularly hosted, in order to introduce various aspects of Indian culture.

This year, the groups that visited the Casa de la India were able to see the following exhibitions.

3.3.5.	
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GUIDED TOURS OF THE "BOLLYWOOD PAINTINGS" EXHIBITION
FROM 18 MAY TO 21 JUNE, CASA DE lA INDIA, VAllADOlID

The exhibition "Bollywood Paintings" consisted of seven pictorial creations inspired by Bollywood film 
posters and accompanied by the projection of famous Bollywood film dances. "Bollywood Paintings" is an 
exhibition based on the project of the graphic artist Antonio Merinero to promote in Spain his Masala 
Collage (pictorial compositions inspired by Bollywood film posters). His travels in Spain, Latin America, 
Asia and Europe have inspired him to create his collages. These colorful collages evoke nostalgia in the 
audience. The search for the right material to evoke nostalgia has led him to other techniques such as 
photography, graffiti and serigraphy. The idea, direction of the project and designs are by Antonio Merinero 
and the execution by Shaikh Rehman, Ashok Prabhakar and Antonio Merinero.

• Grupo de personas mayores de Cáritas, 18 de mayo.

• Cáritas senior citizens' group, 18 May.

• Sor María de Jesús School, 23 May.

• IES Countess Eylo Alfonso High School, 24 and 25 May.

• Círculo Cultural Popular Luz, Juan de Austria Civic Centre, 30 May.

GUIDED VISITS TO THE EXHIBITION "10 YEARS OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF CASA DE LA INDIA"
PERMANENT EXHIBITION, CASA DE lA INDIA

The photographic exhibition "10 years of the Casa de la India headquarters", produced by the University of 
Valladolid and organised by the School of Architecture of the University of Valladolid and the Casa de la 
India, is divided into two sections. One is dedicated to the restoration of the building to make it the 
headquarters of Casa de la India, a project carried out by a team of architects made up of Julio Grijalba, 
Alberto Grijalba, Paloma Gil, Eduardo Carazo and Víctor J. Ruiz, and another section is on the Casa de la 
India Foundation: the institution, its objectives, cultural activities (music, dance, exhibitions, etc.).
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LIBRARY
The Casa de la India library is a centre specialising in providing information about India. In addition to 
giving readers and researchers access to knowledge about the cultural heritage of India, one of the library’s 
main tasks is to collaborate in Casa de la India’s cultural and educational activities.

The library has a collection of documents comprising over 3,000 references including books, periodicals, 
audio-visual (CD and DVD) and multimedia (CD-ROM) material). India’s linguistic wealth is reflected in the 
variety of languages that make up the library’s collection, including English, Spanish, Hindi, Bengali and 
Malayalam. To guarantee access to the culture and knowledge of India, the library makes music, film, art 
and monographs available to users, covering multiple fields of knowledge, such as philosophy, religion, 
society, politics, economics, travel, history and art, among others.

The library’s catalogue is integrated into the library network of Castilla y León, whose collective catalogue 
can be accessed online (http://rabel.jcyl.es), in order to look up items from the library’s collection as well as 
its new features, in addition to having the option to request bookings and renewals of loaned items. All 
users may borrow two books for 15 days and one CD, one DVD and one CD-ROM for seven days.

The Casa de la India library is open Monday to Friday from 10 am to 2 pm and from 5 pm to 8 pm (closed 
Monday afternoons). There are two types of card for accessing the library:

• Castilla y and León Regional Library user card issued by any library in the Castilla y León Library Net- 
work (RABEL). This is required for any type of loan.

• Friend of Casa de la India card (in any category). This card is required to use both the library’s lounge as 
well as its garden to consult, read or study. Holders of this card can also take advantage of other library 
services such as SDI and the WiFi area.

JOSÉ PAZ RABINDRANATH TAGORE LIBRARY
The Casa de la India continued in 2018 with its programmes dedicated to the figure and work of 
Rabindranath Tagore.

CONCERTS BY PARVATHY BAUL
20 FEBRUARY, AlBEITAR THEATRE, lEON
21 FEBRUARY, CASA DE lA INDIA

The Baul tradition originated in the northeastern part of India, in Bengal (present-day West Bengal and 
Bangladesh). This tradition seeks freedom from all artificial boundaries and even from the human body 
where the soul is imprisoned like a caged bird. It is believed that this tradition has been alive since the 
times of the Vedas. The Bauls' songs and lifestyle influenced much of Bengali culture, but nowhere did they 
leave their mark more strongly than in the songs of Rabindranath Tagore.

4.

4.1.



64

RABINDRANATH TAGORE MEMORIAL
5 MAY, CASA DE lA INDIA

In commemoration of the 157th anniversary of the birth of Rabindranath Tagore, a concert of Rabindra 
Sangeet (songs by Rabindranath Tagore) was organized by singer Baishali Sarkar.

Rabindra sangeet or dongs by Rabindranath are songs composed by the Indian writer, poet, painter and 
musician Rabindranath Tagore. One of India's most prolific 19th and 20th century personalities, Tagore 
composed more than 2,000 songs during his lifetime classified into four categories: "Songs of Love" 
(PREM), "Songs of Prayer" (PUJA), "Songs of Nature (PRAKRITI) and "Miscellaneous". Rabindra Sangeet is 
not only an Indian genre, but has crossed borders and become popular in Bangladeshi music. These songs 
are based on Indian classical music, folk traditions, semi-classical genres and the music he collected on his 
travels around the world.

The concert also had the special collaboration of Amancio Prada. The singer-songwriter performed two 
songs, "Permite, Padre" and "Te pierdo, amada mía", inspired by poems by Rabindranath Tagore.

RABINDRA SANGEET CONCERT
8 MAY, COMPlUTENSE UNIVERSITY, MADRID

Concert by Rabindra Sangeet (songs by Rabindranath Tagore) by singer Baishali Sarkar, an Indian artist of 
the classical tradition. She began studying music at the age of nine and specialized for more than ten years 
in the traditions of Rabindra Sangeet, Nazrulgeeti and Indian classical music. 

EDUCATIONAL DAY AT CAMPO GRANDE PARK OF VALLADOLID, "THE OPEN AIR SCHOOL OF 
RABINDRANATH TAGORE"
1 JUNE, CAMPO GRANDE, VAllADOlID 

Poet, philosopher, painter, educator, Rabindranath Tagore was one of the most influential persons of his 
time not only in India but also internationally, where he spread his ideas about the universality of  
humanism and became an ambassador of Indian culture. Tagore was a pioneering educator, founding a 
new school and later a University in Santiniketan (abode of peace), where students are taught outdoors in 
contact with nature and in the values of kindness, truth and beauty. "My school is not a cage. My school is a 
nest," he argued.

Inspired by this model of integral education, the Escuela de la India, an educational program of the Casa de 
la India, organized an experimental Tagore School Day in the Campo Grande Park of Valladolid. This 
pioneering outdoor school experience was coordinated by Mercedes de la Fuente, coordinator of Escuela 
de la India, and focused on the following disciplines: music; dance; poetry and painting. The classes had the 
participation of students from the schools María de Molina, Compañía de María La Enseñanza and Sagrado 
Corazón-La Anunciata with 83 students and were taught by specialized teachers, with direct knowledge of 
the Santiniketan model: Tatiana Rodríguez (music), Mónica de la Fuente (dance), David Rodríguez (poetry 
and drawing).
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BOOK PRESENTATIONS
During 2018 the following books were presented at the Casa de la India:

• The tales of Panchatantra: the oldest Indian fables translated by Asesh Ray (Agi- lice Editorial).

• Yoga Dictionary by Laia Villegas and Óscar Pujol (Herder Editorial).

• Pinjar: el esqueleto y otras historias (Pinjar: The skeleton and other stories) by Amrita Pritam (Distinta 
Tinta Ediciones).

• El Vínculo (The Link) of José María Muñoz Quirós.

4.2.	
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COOPERATION AND ENTERPRISE
In the area of cooperation and enterprise the Casa de la India facilitates cooperation and exchange 
between the various public and private actors of civil society working for social and economic development: 
companies, chambers of commerce, foundations, NGOs, universities and research centers. This activity 
concentrates on several related fields and the following lines of action:

• Promotional visits in the tourism sector and actions related to the film industry.

• Actions to facilitate new collaboration agreements between companies, universities and research cen-
tres in Spain and India.

• Promotion of business or multi-sectorial meetings, commercial delegations and work meetings that faci-
litate the establishment of contacts and commercial relations of cooperation between different institu-
tions.

• The organization of short programs and academic visits, training programs, and the coordination of 
long-term projects with partners in India and Spain.

COOPERATION WITH THE CITY OF AHMEDABAD
Within the framework of the Twinning Protocol between the cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad signed on 
3 July 2017, the following actions and activities were carried out in 2018:

Working meeting at Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation on 16 February chaired by the Municipal 
Commissioner Mukesh Kumar with the participation of PK Vasudevan Nair, deputy manager, Heritage 
Department of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, the Pro-Vice-chancellor of internationalisation and 
language policy at the University of Valladolid, José Ramón González and the director of Casa de la India:

This meeting discussed the plan and methodology for implementing the Twinning Protocol signed on 3 
July 2017, as well as the activities carried out. The director of Casa de la India informed the representatives 
of Ahmedabad Municipality of the creation of the Twinning Cell and the Twinning Committee by Valladolid 
City Council on 19 December 2017, following the guidelines of the Protocol. Among the priority areas to 
define an action and cooperation plan were projects related to Smart Cities, heritage and tourism, 
implementation of intelligent and sustainable lighting in elements related to the historical heritage of 
Ahmedabad (adaptation of the project Rivers of Light of Valladolid), mobility plan, electric vehicle, cultural 
and school exchanges, exchange of engineering students, and the participation of Ahmedabad in the 2018 
edition of AR&PA Iberian Biennial of Cultural Heritage in November in Valladolid.

5.	

5.1.	



68

Working meeting at Valladolid City Council on November 9 with the participation of the Valladolid City 
Council Twinning Committee and Indian heritage expert Debashish Nayak: In this meeting the milestones 
that have been developed throughout 2018 within the framework of the Twinning Protocol were presented: 
the promotion of Ahmedabad as a tourist destination at the FITUR fair in January, the presentation of a 
dance show by the Kadamb Kathak company at the Valladolid Book Fair, an action that was organised with 
the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the presence of Ahmedabad at the AR&PA 
Biennial to promote Ahmedabad as a World Heritage City, the exchanges and institutional visits made by 
the City Council of Valladolid, the University of Valladolid and Casa de la India to the city of Ahmedabad, 
the presentation of the "Ahmedabad Heritage Management and Venture Lab Project in Ahmedabad, India" 
funded by the EU and led by Casa de la India at the "India Conference for the Preservation of Cultural 
Heritage", organised by the European Union delegation in New Delhi on 4 December, and exchanges of 
engineering students from the University of Valladolid and the University of Ahmedabad, with the aim to 
increase the relationship and exchange between the two universities.

Working meeting at Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation on 1st December chaired by Vijay Nehra, Municipal 
Commissioner and with the participation of Juan Manuel Guimerans, director of culture and tourism of 
Valladolid City Council, Paloma Castro Prieto, Pro-Vice-chancellor of internationalization of the University 
of Valladolid, Debashish Nayak, Indian heritage expert, and various members of the Ahmedabad Municipal 
Corporation Twinning Committee composed of various experts in the sectors of mutual interest defined in 
the Twinning Protocol (Heritage, Architecture, Mobility, Engineering, Smart Cities, etc.).). In this meeting, 
the main points of the Action Plan to be carried out in 2019 within the framework of Twinning were agreed:

• Initiatives in the areas of Smart Cities, mobility, smart lighting of heritage, heritage management and 
circular economy.

• Exchanges of experts and institutional representatives, including the possible visit of the Municipal 
Commissioner to Valladolid.

• Visits by tour operators and Spanish tourism journalists to Ahmedabad.

• Cultural and educational cooperation to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

• Academic cooperation in the field of engineering and Spanish language between the University of Valla-
dolid and the University of Ahmedabad.

• Exchanges of Valladolid High School students with the Mahatma Gandhi International School in Ahme-
dabad.

• Organization of a meeting of Spanish World Heritage Cities in Ahmedabad to exchange experiences and 
good practices in the management of Heritage Cities.
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COOPERATION IN THE TOURISM SECTOR
FITUR 2018: INDIA AS GUEST COUNTRY
FROM 17 TO 21 JANUARY, MADRID

India was the Guest of Honour of the 2018 edition of the FITUR International Tourism Fair, which was held 
from 17 to 21 January in Madrid. The Indian pavilion, led by the Indian Ministry of Tourism, registered in 
2018 an overall increase in participation of 35% with a greater presence of both companies and states/
regions.

Thus, under the slogan "Incredible India", India had in FITUR an important international showcase to 
promote the destination and share its baggage in tourism management. In addition, India's presence in 
FITUR, an emerging country in the tourism sector, and the experience and activity that the tourism 
industry already has in Spain, represents a strategic alliance that allows for a broad spectrum of joint 
cooperation.

Signing	of	Agreements

Casa de la India had an important presence at some of the events that took place in India as Guest of 
Honour at FITUR. On Thursday 18 January, two important agreements were signed for Casa de la India and 
the City of Valladolid.

On the one hand, Casa de la India signed a collaboration agreement with the airline AIR INDIA for the 
sponsorship of airline tickets for its 2018 cultural programmes. AIR INDIA thus became the Foundation's 
airline partner for this year. AIR INDIA has the only direct flight connecting Spain with India (Madrid-New 
Delhi), the first anniversary of which was celebrated in December 2017 with 28,000 passengers. During the 
signing ceremony, the representatives of the airline, which already collaborated with the city of Valladolid 
and the Casa de la India in the Indian Cultural Olympiad held in November 2017 in Valaldolid, expressed 
their intention to also launch a set of initiatives to promote new tourist destinations in both India and 
Spain, including Valladolid as the gateway to Castilla y León. Specifically, AIR INDIA announced a series of 
Fam Trips of travel journalists and tour operators from India that would stop in the city of Valladolid 
throughout the year. The agreement was signed by the Mayor of Valladolid Óscar Puente, in his capacity as 
President of the Casa de la India Foundation, and Krishnakumar V.Kunjappan, Air India's country manager 
for Spain.

5.2.
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This was followed by the signing of a tripartite agreement between the Indian Chamber of Commerce 

ASSOCHAM, Casa de la India and Valladolid City Council for the next 5 years, with the aim of developing 

cooperation and exchange in specific sectors of Tourism and Trade. The agreement includes, among other 

points: maintaining frequent contact for the exchange of information and organisation of economic-

commercial events and initiatives, especially in the sectors of tourism, Smart City projects and food 

processing, areas of maximum interest for India and Valladolid; promoting economic, commercial and 

technological cooperation; organising exchange visits for business cooperation; supporting the 

organisation of seminars and conferences in both countries and in those industrial sectors of mutual 

interest; and cooperating for the promotion of fairs and exhibitions both in Spain and India. This agreement 

was signed by Óscar Puente, Mayor of Valladolid City Council, Marut Uppal, director of ASSOCHAM India-

Spain Business Promotion Council (International Chapter), and Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la 

India.

Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) is a non-profit organization that 

facilitates access to India to all companies worldwide with the desire to do business with India. ASSOCHAM 

was created in 1920 and is also known as "Chamber of Chambers" which has more than 400 Chambers of 

Industry and Trade Associations and over 450,000 corporate members.

FAM TRIP OF SPANISH JOURNALISTS TO INDIA
9 TO 20 FEBRUARY, COCHIN, TRIVANDRUM, CHENNAI AND ANDAMAN ISlANDS

In February Casa de la India coordinated a Fam Trip to India for a group of four travel writers, photographers 

and journalists of consolidated repute to visit Kerala (Cochin and Trivandrum), Tamil Nadu (Chennai) and 

the Andaman Islands. The initiative was sponsored by Air India, Incredible India (Ministry of Tourism of 

India), Kerala Tourism and was organized and coordinated by Casa de la India. The aim of this trip was to 

make these tourist destinations known so that journalists could reflect in the Spanish media the diversity 

of their culture, heritage, gastronomy, yoga, Ayurveda, beaches, natural landscapes, etc.

The team of expert journalists in the field of Spanish print and electronic media was composed of Juan 

Frutos (audiovisual producer, Colours Production House working for Spanish National "TVE"), Ángel López 

Soto (photojournalist), Pedro Grifol (photojournalist) and Isabel García (journalist of "El Mundo") 

accompanied by the director of Casa de la India.

This Fam Trip was conceived within the framework of INTUR (International Fair of Interior Tourism, 

Valladolid, November 2017), and FITUR (International Tourism Fair, Madrid, January 2018). Both fairs had in 

their respective editions India as guest country.
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Resulting from this Fam Trip numerous reports in Spanish media were published, including the following:

• “Islas para perderse”, Pedro Grifol. 21 June 2018. Supplement "Destinations" published in the newspa-
pers of the group VOCENTO (El Correo, El Norte de Castilla, Diario Vasco, Diario Montañés, El Comercio, 
La Rioja, La Verdad, Las Provincias, Diario Ideal, Diario Sur, La Voz de Cádiz, Hoy).

• “Esencial Kerala”, Pedro Grifol. 7 September 2018. "El Economista".

• “El hotelazo de la mejor playa de Asia al que tienes que ir una vez”, Isabel García. 17 December 2018. 
"The World".

As part of this trip, two cultural promotion events were also held in Calicut (Kerala Literature Festival) on 
10 February and in Trivandrum, Vaillopily Samskrit Bhavan on 11 February, with the support of Kerala 
Tourism and Air India. In Calicut the dance and music performance "Rasa y Duende" was presented, 
inspired by the "Poema de Cante Jondo" by Federico García Lorca, where flamenco music dialogues with 
the performing arts of India. "Rasa Duende" was performed by Mónica de la Fuente (dance, recitation and 
choreography) José Salinas (singing and percussion) and Carlos Blanco (guitar). In Trivandrum the cultural 
performance was completed with a classical Kerala Kathakali theatre performance byMargi Company, 
whose artists performed make-up demonstrations for the Spanish journalists.

FAM TRIP TO CASTILE AND LEON OF INDIAN TOUR OPERATORS AND NETWORKING SESSION
FROM 12 TO 15 SEPTEMBER

Nine tour operators from India visited Castile and Leon region from 12 to 15 September 2018 to learn about 
its heritage, artistic, museum and cultural resources, in addition to savouring its rich gastronomy and 
excellent wines, on a familiarisation trip organised by the Casa de la India Foundation in collaboration with 
Air India, with the participation of the Regional Government of Castile and Leon, the Tourism Board of 
Valladolid and the Provincial Government de Valladolid.

As part of this visit, a commercial and promotional networking session was organised at Casa de la India, 
attended by local and regional tourism companies and institutions and the nine Indian travel agencies 
-Chirag Travels, Ambe World Travel, Weldon Travel, Benchmark Holidays, Tibro Tours, Peekay Holidays, Cox 
& Kings, Vicky Travels and Air India. It consisted of an interactive talk entitled "Keys to Indian inbound 
tourism" by Cristina Lozano, director of Century Incoming (Madrid) and Guillermo Rodriguez, director of 
the Casa de la India Foundation, in which the keys to Indian inbound tourism, aimed at the tourism sector 
of Castilla y Leon, were presented. This was followed by a welcoming ceremony attended by local, 
provincial and regional authorities. The day ended with a working and commercial meeting 'B2B Workshop' 
between Indian travel agents and a representation of tourism entrepreneurs from Castile and Leon, with 
various travel agencies that are specialized in receiving tourists from abroad, Posadas Reales 
accommodations and entrepreneurs from the Wine Routes of Castile and Leon.

The group of Indian tour operators took advantage of their presence in Castile y Leon to learn about the 
most relevant sights tourist resources. In Valladolid, where the commercial and promotional session was 
held, they were able to visit the city and get to know its monuments and museums, as well as taste its 
famous gastronomy and wines, with a visit to the Provincial Wine Museum in Peñafiel and the Abadía 
Retuerta Winery. After their visit to Valladolid the tour operators had the opportunity to visit the three 
World Heritage cities of Castile and Leon, Ávila, Salamanca and Segovia, in a promotional trip organized by 
the Department of Culture and Tourism of Castile and Leon with the collaboration of the tourism councils 
of the cities involved.
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COOPERATION IN THE FILM INDUSTRY SECTOR 
In 2018, various actions, visits, meetings and working sessions were organised to promote Spain as a 
tourist destination and locations for Indian film shootings, in coordination with the Valladolid Film Office, 
the Spain Film Commission and other entities.

RAMJI NATARAJAN, FILM LOCATION MANAGER, VISITS SPAIN
FROM 21 TO 27 JUNE, VAllADOlID, SEVIllA, MÁlAGA 

The prestigious location guru Ramji Natarajan, originally from Chennai, South India, and one of the main 
persons responsible for the great expansion of Indian audiovisual projects in the world, which has taken 
place over the last twenty years, visited Valladolid, Seville and Malaga from 21 to 27 June 2018.

Mr. Natarajan was accompanied by his spouse, Soundarya Ramji, director of the Indian tour operator, 
leader in film tourism, Travel Masters India PVT LTD, which develops 360º projects around audiovisual 
production, from the creation of projects, their production, and the profitability of locations by offering 
film tourism circuits.

Valladolid Film Office and Casa de la India, with the support of Qatar Airways, showed these vsitors the 
attractions for the film shootings in the city of Valladolid, as a historic city. They were also presented with 
all the possibilities offered by Spain as a whole, from locations and services, to incentives and co-
productions within the "Shooting in Spain" project, in which state institutions such as ICEX-Invest in Spain, 
Tourspain and ICAA also participate.

From Valladolid they continued their visit through Spain, getting to know locations in Seville, before joining 
the sessions of the HORASIS INDIA BUSINESS MEETING which was held on 24 and 25 June in the city of 
Malaga, and which explored the opportunities for business and collaboration between India and Spain, in 
very diverse fields, including cultural and tourism in general, and film in particular.

VISIT TO INDIA BY A DELEGATION OF SPAIN FILM COMMISSION AND ICEX-INVEST IN SPAIN
FROM 3 TO 7 DECEMBER

Between 3 and 8 December 2018, Casa de la India coordinated the visit to India (Hyderabad, New Delhi and 
Mumbai) of a delegation from the Spain Film Commission for the promotion of relations with the Indian 
film industry, within the framework of the "Shooting in Spain" programme, with the support of various 
state bodies (Embassy of Spain in New Delhi and Consulate General in Mumbai) and Spanish public bodies 
(ICEX-Invest in Spain and Tourspain).

The main objective of this mission was the promotion of Indian audiovisual shootings in Spain, and three 
cities were visited: Hyderabad (Indywood Film Carnival), New Delhi (CII Big Picture Summit) and Mumbai 
(programme with the Producers Guild of India).

5.3.	
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5.4.

The delegation that travelled from Spain was composed of: Juan Manuel Guimeráns, Coordinator 
(Valladolid Film Office) and Vice President (Spain Film Commission), Pedro Barbadillo, director, Mallorca 
Film Commission and Member of the Board of directors of Spain Film Commission, Jaime Montalvo, 
director of Projects (ICEX-Invest in Spain central services), Miriam Fernández (ICEX-Invest in Spain) and 
Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India. The various activities also had the active participation 
and support of Ignacio Vitorica Hamilton (Culture and Communication Attaché, Spanish Embassy in Delhi), 
Jorge de Lucas y Cadenas, Consul General of Spain in Mumbai, Vanesa Álvarez (ICEX-Invest in Spain, 
Mumbai), José Vicente Pérez (ICEX- Invest in Spain, Delhi), Padma Karani (ICEX-Invest in Spain, Mumbai), 
and Miguel Nieto-Sandoval (Tourspain in the United Arab Emirates).

Los principales eventos en los que se participó en las tres ciudades y acciones desarrolladas fueron las 
siguientes:

•  Hyderabad,	3	and	4	December:	Indywood	Film	Carnival

Participation in Indywood Film Carnival, with the support of the Spanish Embassy in India:

The Spain Film Commission presented the new Spanish approach in this sector in a panel dedicated to film 
tourism, as a way of promoting locations, together with Indian experts and representatives of commercial 
offices from other countries. Along with the projection of the promotional video of Shooting in Spain, a 
round table followed by a High Tea was held to present the incentives and advantages offered by Spain as a 
destination for international filming to leading producers in South India.

Likewise, within the framework of this event, the Spain Film Commission received the Award, representing 
Spain, as the best international location 2018 "Most Aesthetic International Film Location 2018" at the 
International Film Business Awards 2018, awarded annually by the Indywood Film Market, the largest 
Audiovisual Market in South Asia.

• Delhi,	6	December:	CII	Big	Picture	Summit

Participation in the CII Big Picture Summit, organized by the Confederation of Indian Industries, with the 
support of ICEX-Invest in Spain:

On December 5, after a working dinner with Siddharth Roy Kapur, President of the Producers Guild of India, 
and Bobby Bedi, Vice President of the Film Federation of India, the Spanish delegation presented Spain's 
attractions as a guest country at the CII Big Picture Summit on 6 December in a special session entitled 
“Country Session: India-Spain Partnership in Film Industry: A world of new opportunities.”

At the end of the day, the three-year Collaboration Agreement between Spain Film Commission, Producers 
Guild of India and Casa de la India for the promotion of relations between Indian producers and Spain was 
renewed.

• Mumbai,	7	December

The delegation spent the last day of the programme visiting the Indian Film Hub, Bollywood, in Mumbai, 
and holding a series of B2B meetings with large production companies with whom there are already pre-
established relationships in order to study their participation in future reverse actions: Mukesh Batt, owner 
of Vishesh Films, former president of the Producers Guild of India, Sanjiv Kishinchandani, of Rajkumar 
Hirani Films, and Poonam Shroff, Creative director of Zee Studios. At the end of these meetings, a general 
evaluation meeting took place with all the members of the Spanish team (ICEX-Invest in Spain; Tourspain; 
Spain Film Commission and Casa de la India) together with the Consul General of Spain in Mumbai, Jorge 
de Lucas and Cadenas.

COOPERATION IN THE HERITAGE SECTOR
INDIA IN AR&PA
AR&PA 2018: XI IBERIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE BIENNIAL
The AR&PA (Art, Restoration and Heritage) Biennial, which was held at the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre 
in Valladolid from 8 to 11 November 2018, is a meeting point and discussion forum for professionals and 
institutions dedicated to the restoration and management of Cultural Heritage.

5.4.1
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The following activities were carried out during these days:

“UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE CITIES. EXPERIENCES FROM INDIA AND SPAIN”
9 NOVEMBER, MIGUEl DElIBES CUlTURAl CENTRE, VAllADOlID

This roundtable session coordinated by Casa de la India and the Valladolid City Council, was a meeting 

point for debate, exchange and sharing of practices and models of management and interaction of cities 

that seek to make heritage a tool for local development in Spain and India in the light of the experiences 

and expectations generated by one of the best known international programs: UNESCO's World Heritage 

program. The declaration that certain sites and territories receive from UNESCO as members of the World 

Heritage List, constitutes an international recognition of the possession of a universal and exceptional 

value, in accordance with a series of requirements and procedures established by this international 

organization. At the same time, this declaration implies the acceptation of the responsibility to protect and 

ensure the sustainability of these values for future generations.

There are a number of obligations that the management bodies of territories hosting properties of world 

heritage value must address, in relation to tangible heritage, environmental protection, and the always 

complex combination of heritage values and the needs of daily life in the city, which not only brings positive 

elements, but sometimes generates dysfunctions and even approaches contrary to this type of declaration.

In Spain, as well as in the rest of Europe and the world, there are various issues that arise when dealing 

with this issue:

• Heritage,	Society	and	Citizenship.	Can heritage (inheritance, resource and legacy) be a determining 

factor in the social development of our communities and in our quality of life (in the generation of more 

liveable, friendlier cities and territories)?

• Heritage,	Education	and	Cultural	Awareness.	What role does or should heritage (heritage, resource 

and legacy) play in the education of future generations and in the awareness of culture and identity in 

the present generation?

• Heritage	and	Technology:	from	Smart	Cities	to	Smart	Heritage	Cities.	Can heritage be a determi-

ning factor in the intelligent development of our Cities? How can the technological revolution be better 

harnessed for the benefit of heritage and the community that must live and preserve it?

• Heritage	and	Sustainable	Development.	Can heritage (heritage, resources and legacy) be a determi-

ning factor in the sustainable development (geography-ecology-economy) of our cities?

The day was divided into two parts, on the one hand, it allowed us to know how cities face these issues after 

becoming World Heritage Cities; on the other, it presented the work being carried out in a city that is 

currently debating whether to apply for world heritage status. 

ROUND TABLE: "WORLD HERITAGE, A CHALLENGE FOR THE CITIES INCLUDED IN UNESCO'S 
WORLD LIST"

9 NOVEMBER, MIGUEl DElIBES CUlTURAl CENTRE, VAllADOlID

Within the framework of AR&PA 2018: XI Iberian Biennial of Cultural Heritage, the round table discussion 

"World Heritage, a challenge for the cities included in the UNESCO world list" was held, moderated by 

Guillermo Rodriguez, director of Casa de la India, and with the participation of Debashish Nayak, heritage 

expert of Ahmedabad (India) (UNESCO World Heritage City); Vicente Pérez, heritage expert, Alcalá de 

Henares City Council (UNESCO World Heritage City); Francisca Gallego, Architect, Head of the Area of 

Urbanism and Heritage, Baeza City Council (UNESCO World Heritage City); Juan José Arteaga, Head of 

Urbanism, Mobility and Infrastructure Section, Cuenca City Council (UNESCO World Heritage City).
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ROUND TABLE: OPEN MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP OF THE VALLADOLID PROJECT 
“WORLD HERITAGE: CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES AND THREATS"
9 NOVEMBER, MIGUEl DElIBES CUlTURAl CENTRE, VAllADOlID

The round table was moderated by Juan Manuel Guimeráns, director of of culture and tourism of Valladolid 

City Council and was attended by Adolfo Carrasco. Institute of History Simancas of the University of 

Valladolid; José Luis Lalana. Institute of Urban Planning, University of Valladolid; Eduardo Pedruelo, 

director of the Municipal Archive of Valladolid.

WORKSHOP "DISCOVERING INDIA"
10 NOVEMBER, MIGUEl DElIBES CUlTURAl CENTRE, VAllADOlID

The Iberian Biennial of Cultural Heritage AR&PA was organized in several sections, some open to the 

general public and others aimed at professionals. As part of the AR&PA family programme, a social 

programme that aims to bring heritage closer to society in general and in particular to children and people 

with diverse abilities, Casa de la India organised a "Discovering India" workshop suitable for all audiences 

run by the Escuela de la India in which the diversity and multiculturalism of India is presented. This 

workshop on approaching Indian culture was offered to the participants as a meeting point and an 

opportunity for intercultural dialogue through different cultural and social expressions: greetings rituals 

and gestures, customs and ways of life, Hindi language, dresses and ornaments, etc. Various types of saris 

were also shown as a tribute to the craftsmanship and qualities of countless spinners and weavers, the 

origins and history of the garment was explained, how it is made, the different styles, its various uses, etc. 
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ACADEMIC COOPERATION
INSTITUTIONAL VISIT TO INDIA OF THE PRO-VICE-CHANCELLOR OF INTERNATIONALIZATION OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID  
FROM 30 NOVEMBER TO 7 DECEMBER, AHMEDABAD, NEW DElHI AND MUMBAI

In the visit to the Pro-Vice-chancellor of internationalization of the University of Valladolid, Paloma Castro, 
she was accompanied by the director of Casa de la India and Alan D`Silva, representative of the consultancy 
Advisors+, with the support of the Embassy of India in Spain and the Embassy of Spain in India. During this 
visit an intense agenda of meetings was scheduled in the following cities:

• Ahmedabad y Siddhpur, 30 noviembre a 3 de diciembre: reuniones con representantes de Universidad 
de Ahmedabad, Mahatma Gandhi Vidyapeeth University, Siddhpur Hospitality and Management School, 
Indian Institute of Management y Ayuntamiento de Ahmedabad. 

• Ahmedabad and Siddhpur, 30 November to 3 December: meetings with representatives of Ahmedabad 
University, Mahatma Gandhi Vidyapeeth University, Siddhpur Hospitality and Management School, In-
dian Institute of Management and Ahmedabad City Council.

• New Delhi, 4-6 December: meetings with Umesh Suresh Prabhu, and representatives of the Institute of 
Foreign Trade, Diva Travels, Amity University, Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Instituto Cer-
vantes and Embassy of Spain in India.

• Mumbai, 7 December: representatives of Mumbai Industries Association, Tibro Travels and the NMIMS 
University.

The aim of the trip was to establish new cooperation links with universities and public and private 
institutions in India and to strengthen existing relations with entities such as Ahmedabad University. The 
meetings with universities and training centres assessed possible agreements for student, teacher and 
researcher exchange programmes through bilateral agreements and European Union framework 
programmes. Programmes aimed at professionals were also presented to Indian institutions and companies 
by the University of Valladolid: training courses in various sectors of mutual interest (tourism, Smart Cities, 
heritage management, automotive, etc.) in short format (study trips), and courses of medium duration 
(from several weeks to 3 months) such as the course "Doing Business in Spain and the Spanish-speaking 
World" co-directed by a professor from the Faculty of Commerce of the University of Valladolid.

Likewise, with the Vice-chancellor of Ahmedabad University, Pankaj Chandra, the dean for Strategic 
Planning, Bibek Bannerjee, of this institution, with which there is a framework collaboration agreement 
with the University of Valladolid since 2010, an action plan was drawn up to intensify the exchange 
programmes, especially in the field of engineering, commerce and cultural heritage and architecture 
through the international semesters offered by the university. On the other hand, the possibility of 
establishing a lectureship in Spanish at the University of Ahmedabad facilitated by the University of 
Valladolid was discussed to promote the knowledge of the Spanish language and culture and the exchange 
of students

SIGNING OF THE FRAMEWORK COLLABORATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
VALLADOLID AND THE PRIVATE UNIVERSITY DC KIZHAKEMURI FOUNDATION OF KERALA
9 NOVEMBER, UNIVERSITY OF VAllADOlID

Casa de la India facilitated the signing of a framework collaboration agreement between the University of 
Valladolid and the DC Kizhakemuri Foundation of Kerala, India. The agreement also includes two specific 
agreements with the two centres that the University hosts: School of Management and Technology 
(DCSMAT) and DC School of Architecture and Design. The signing of the agreement, which took place in 
the headquarters of the University of Valladolid, was attended by the Vice-chancellor of the Valladolid, 
Antonio Largo, and the heads of the Indian centers, MC Ashok Kumar and TM Cyriac, in addition to the Pro-
Vice-chancellor of internationalization of the University of Valladolid, Paloma Castro.

The announcement of this agreement coincided with the inauguration of an exhibition at the School of 
Architecture of the University entitled "Heritage Management of the of the City of Ahmedabad, India's first 
World Heritage city", which was attended by a representative of the Indian Embassy, Siddhartha 
Chattopadhyay, Debashish Nayak, expert in Indian heritage, Alberto Grijalba, architect and Professor, 
University of Valladolid, Paloma Castro, Pro-Vice-chancellor of internationalization of the University of 
Valladolid and the director of the Casa de la India.

5.5.
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PARTICIPATION IN OTHER COOPERATION AND BUSI-
NESS EVENTS
HORASIS INDIA BUSINESS MEETING IN MALAGA
24 AND 25 JUNE

Casa de la India collaborated with Horasis in the organization of Horasis India Business Meeting held in 
Malaga on 24 and 25 June. This edition brought together more than 200 business leaders and institutional 
leaders worldwide. Horasis is an independent expert group based in Zurich, Switzerland, which was 
established in 2005 by Frank-Jürgen Richter, its president. This organization holds meetings of global 
business leaders by invitation, with a regional focus on China, India and Southeast Asia. Inspiring India's 
future together is the ultimate goal of the annual Horasis India Business Meeting whose 2018 edition was 
held at Malaga's Hotel Miramar, co-chaired by Malaga City Council, Malaga Provincial Council and 
Confederation of Indian Industries (CII), and in collaboration with Instituto Empresa (IE) and Qatar Airways, 
among others. This edition was attended by presidents and CEOs of leading Indian companies, European 
and other countries to analyze the economic potential of the Asian subcontinent. The Horasis India 
Business Meeting served as a platform to discuss issues related to India's economy and society, such as the 
worldwide expansion of its companies, foreign investment in the country, the future of employment and 
the gender gap.

During the two days, a total of 25 sessions and meetings were held in which 220 speakers from 15 countries 
took part in order to tackle the challenges faced by India in the short and medium term, such as the 
growing global importance of its companies, innovation or how to promote the country's economy in a fast 
and sustainable manner. The director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, moderated on the morning 
of 25 June the session on "Culture as a vector for economic growth" in which the president of TMIC Film 
Tourism, Ramji Natarajan, the vice-president of the Film Federation of India, Bobby Bedi, Rajnandan 
Patnaik, dean of IMT Dubai, and Pablo Piqueras, vice-president of Influencers International participated. 
Also, Casa de la India, with the support of Qatar Airways, was responsible for organizing the cultural event 
of 24 June in the afternoon presenting the show "Rasa y Duende" by Monica de la Fuente, Jose Salinas and 
Carlos Blanco. Among the Spanish authorities who attended this representation that brings together 
flamenco, Garcia Lorca and India was the mayor of the city of Malaga, Francisco de la Torre.

LUNCH WITH PARTICIPANTS OF THE INDIAN LEADERS OF THE SPAIN-INDIA COUNCIL 
FOUNDATION 
9 JUlY, MADRID

The director of Casa de la India participated in an informal lunch with the participants of the Indian Leaders 
programme of the Spain-India Council Foundation, which took place at ACCIONA's headquarters in Madrid 
on 9 July. The working lunch was attended by the chairman of the Spain-India Council Foundation, Juan 
Ignacio Entrecanales, the general secretary, Carlos César Morales, and the participation of several of the 
Foundation's trustees.

5.6.
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The Indian Leaders Program is aimed at offering an updated version of the Spanish reality to outstanding 
Indian professionals in their respective fields of activity. In this fifth edition, the Indian Leaders Programme 
focused on Water Management and had five participants who visited Madrid, Valencia, Murcia and Almería 
from 9 to 13 July. The participants were R.K. Gupta, Chairman Cum Managing Director, Wapcos Ltd; Dr. M. 
Dinesh Kumar, Tech, M.E., Ph.D. Executive Director, Institute Forresource Analysis and Policy; Pankaj Vir 
Gupta, Architect, Vir.Mueller Architects & Harry S. Shure Professor of Architecture, University of Virginia; 
Nidhi Srivastava, Deputy Commissioner. South Delhi Municipal Corporation; and Juhi Chaudhary, 
Journalist, Special, Correspondent. The Thirdpole and India Climate Dialogue.

BUSINESS MEETING AT THE VALLADOLID CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WITH THE AMBASSADOR 
OF INDIA
18 JUlY, VAllADOlID

This meeting was held with the aim of presenting the competitiveness of Valladolid companies in the 
context of the Indian market and to sign the addendum to the collaboration agreement between the 
Chamber of Commerce and Casa de la India. To attend this programme the Ambassador of India to Spain, 
D. B. Venkatesh Varma visited the headquarters of the Valladolid Chamber of Commerce. The ambassador 
was received by the president of the Chamber of Commerce of Valladolid, Victor Caramanzana and the 
representative of the Spanish Chambers of Commerce, José Luis Coll, among other authorities. After 
exchanging views on business opportunities in India for local companies working in various sectors, the 
president of the Chamber, Victor Caramanzana, and the Vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid and 
president of the Casa de la India Foundation, Antonio Largo Cabrerizo, proceeded to sign the addendum. 
And to end the working day a meeting with professionals and representatives of leading companies in 
Valladolid was organised, which was also attended by the Mayor of Valladolid, Oscar Puente and Councillor 
for Culture and Tourism, Ana Redondo.

The Official Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Valladolid has among its objectives the creation of a 
pool of experts in advice, consulting, promotion and digital marketing. To improve relations between Spain 
and India it has wanted to establish an India Desk for Business Solutions with the strong support of Casa de 
la India and Chamber of Spain. In this context the Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and the Casa de la 
India want to be a nexus of union to facilitate the development of the economic and commercial relations 
of Indian and Spanish companies, Both institutions are united by common objectives and seek strategic 
partnerships that contribute to the optimal organization of activities mainly related to training, tourism, 
agro-food sector, innovation and gastronomy. These activities also include direct and inverse trade and 
institutional missions between India and Spain.

The Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Casa de la India, signed this detailed addendum to the mutual 
collaboration agreement that already existed since 2014. Within these sectors, the addendum provides for 
the joint organisation of a series of activities aimed at Spanish and Indian professionals: 

• For Indian professionals: training courses in hospitality, gastronomy, tourism in short format (study 
trips), and medium duration (several months); internship program in companies; implementation with 
the University of Valladolid, the Chamber of Commerce and Casa de la India and Valladolid City Council 
of a Specialist Course (own postgraduate degree) "Doing Business in Spain and the Spanish Speaking 
World" for Indian professionals, of 6 months duration, co-directed by a professor from the Faculty of 
Commerce of the University of Valladolid and an expert from India.
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• For Spanish professionals: conferences, workshops and courses on business opportunities and business 

culture in India, also in collaboration with the University of Valladolid and the Valladolid City Council.

• For both countries: coordination of trade missions in both directions, in collaboration with the Embassy, 

Indian Chambers of Commerce, ICEX, Autonomous Government, etc.

BUSINESS MEETING WITH THE MUMBAI INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
VALLADOLID 
24 AND 25 APRIl, VAllADOlID

An important Indian business delegation led by the president of the Mumbai Industries Association, Ajit 

Singh, visited Spain to analyse the business relations between the two countries and identify the business 

areas with the greatest potential. Four Spanish cities, Madrid, Barcelona, Vitoria and Valladolid, were 

visited in this programme organized by ICEX-Invest in Spain.

During their two-day stay in Valladolid, the delegation visited Renault's engine factory, followed by a 

reception at the Casa de la India and ending with a meeting with Spanish businessmen. The University of 

Valladolid Museum hosted the networking meeting, which was attended by 32 Indian and 20 Spanish 

companies from the automotive, engineering, chemical, electrical, pharmaceutical, construction, finance, 

services, plastic, metal, international trade, hotel, cosmetics and IT sectors. In total there were 65 

participants along with representatives of the main institutions of the city that collaborated actively in the 

meeting such as the Science Park of the University of Valladolid, the City of Valladolid, through the Agency 

for Innovation and Economic Development, and Casa de la India.
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PARTICIPATION IN THE CONFERENCE "EUROPEAN UNION-INDIA PARTNERSHIP FOR CULTURAL 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION"
4 AND 5 DECEMBER, NEW DElHII

The Conference "EUROPEAN UNION-INDIA PARTNERSHIP FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE" that took place in 
the capital of India organized by the European Union, the National Museum of India (Ministry of Culture of 
India) and UNESCO was inaugurated by Dr B.R. Mani, Director General, National Museum of India and Vice-
chancellor of the National Museum Institute and Tomasz Kozlowski, Ambassador of the European Union in 
India on 4th December.

After the inaugural ceremony carried the former director of the Centre For Heritage Management of 
Ahmedabad University, Debashish Nayak, and the director of culture and tourism of the Valladolid City 
Council, Juan Manuel Guimerans, presented the implementation of the European cooperation project 
"AHMEDABAD CULTURAL HERITAGE & MANAGEMENT VENTURE LAB" which was coordinated by Casa de 
la India from 2013 to 2016. This presentation took place at the invitation of the Spanish Embassy in India 
and the European Union delegation in New Delhi, as part of the session "Cultural Heritage as a Catalyst for 
Socio-Economic Development", moderated by Éric Falt, director of UNESCO in New Delhi.

The international cooperation project "CULTURAL HERITAGE & MANAGEMENT VENTURE LAB", financed 
by the European Union through the EUROPEAID office, was presented as a model to follow in cooperation 
between cities and universities of India and Europe. The project started in December 2013 and ended in 
September 2016, and was led by Casa de la India with four partners: Ahmedabad University, Ahmedabad 
City Council, University of Valladolid and Valladolid City Council, in collaboration with the Urban 
Management Centre, the Heritage Centre of the City of Ahmedabad and the EVOCH Platform of the Junta 
de Castilla y León (Economic Value of Cultural Heritage), the Regional Crafts Centre of Castilla y León, 
CEARCAL, and the Research Group for the Development of Contemporary Architecture (GIRDAC, 
University of Valladolid) in Spain.

In this session of the Conference, as well as in other papers and round tables, various initiatives and 
examples of good practices were analysed to explore the role of sustainable management of cultural 
heritage in India's economic and social development and to provide an opportunity for European countries 
and their partners in India to implement joint projects and analyse their impact on local communities.

Irene Seco, head of heritage service at the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation and Development 
(AECID), and Paloma Castro, Pro-Vice-chancellor of internationalisation at the University of Valladolid, also 
participated as guest speakers at the Conference on behalf of Spain.
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CINETECA	MATADERO
CINES	BROADWAY
CEA	(CENTRE	FOR	ASIAN	STUDIES),	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
CULTURAL	CENTRE	CONDE	DUQUE
CULTURAL	CENTRE	GENERACIÓN	DEL	27	
CULTURAL	CENTRE	MIGUEL	DELIBES
CENTRO	DE	IDIOMAS	(LANGUAGE	CENTRE)	OF	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	
VALLADOLID	
CHOIR	OF	IES	CONDESA	EYLO	HIGHSCHOOL
CITY	COUNCIL	OF	SORIA
DELEGACIÓN	VALLISOLETANA	DE	AJEDREZ/CHESS	ASSOCIATION	
OF	VALLADOLID
DEPARTAMENT	OF	ENGLISH,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
DEPARTAMENT	OF	THEORY	OF	ARCHITECTURE	AND	ARCHITECTURE	
PROJECTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID	
DIPUTACIÓN		DE		VALLADOLID	(PROVINCIAL	GOVERNMENT	OF	
VALLADOLID)
DFF	(DIRECTORATE	OF	FILM	FESTIVALS	IN	INDIA)	
DIVA	INDIA	
EDICIONES	UNIVERSIDAD	DE	VALLADOLID		PUBLISHING	HOUSE	
EDITORIAL		AGILICE	PUBLISHING	HOUSE
EDITORIAL		DISTINTA		TINTA	PUBLISHING	HOUSE
EDITORIAL	HERDER	PUBLISHING	HOUSE
EMBASSY	OF	SPAIN	IN	BELGIUM
EMBAJASSY	OF	SPAIN	IN	INDIA
EMBASSY	OF	INDIA	IN	BELGIUM
FACULTY	OF	EDUCATION		AND		SOCIAL	WORK,	UNIVERSITY	OF		
VALLADOLID
FACULTYOF	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
FERIA	DEL	LIBRO	DE	VALLADOLID	(VALLADOLID	BOOK	FAIR	)

	

FESTIVAL	INTERNACIONAL	CERVANTINO	DE	MÉXICO

FESTIVAL	INTERNACIONAL	DE	MÚSICA	Y	DANZA	DE	GRANADA

FESTIVAL	DE	GRANADA	CINES	DEL	SUR

FUELARANI			PONNAIHNADAR			AMIRTHARAJAN	

FUNDACIÓN	CAJA	DE	BURGOS

FUNDACIÓN	CRISTÓBAL	GABARRÓN

FUNDACIÓN	MUNICIPAL	DE	CULTURA	DEL	AYUNTAMIENTO	DE	
VALLADOLID	(MUNIICPAL	FOUNDATION	FOR	CULTURE	OF	THE	CITY	
OF	VALLADOLID)

GIRDAC	(RESEARCH	GROUP	FOR	THE	DEVELOPMENT	OF	
CONTEMPORARY	ARCHITECTURE)

HORASIS		

IES	CONDESA	EYLO	ALFONSO	HIGH	SCHOOL

	IES	LA	MERCED	HIGH	SCHOOL

INSTITUTO		CERVANTES	

INTUR

JAWAHARLAL		NEHRU		UNIVERSITY	KERALA	LITERATURE	FESTIVAL	
KERALA	TOURISM

LAVA	TEATRO

MÁSTER	IN	ECONOMY	OF	CULTURE	AND	CUTURAL	MANAGEMENT,	
UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

MINISTRY	OF	AYUSH,	GOVERNMENT	OF	IINDIA

MINISTRY	OF	CULTURE,	GOVERNMENT	OF	INDIA

NADANTA	CRECIMIENTO	CREATIVO

NADIR	CENTRO	DE	DESARROLLO

ONDA	CERO	RADIO

OXFORD	UNIVERSITY	PRESS

PRIYANKA		DUTT	

RESTAURANTE		DIWALI

RESTAURANTE	PISA	MORENA

SCHOOL	OF	ARCHITECTURE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

SOCIEDAD	MIXTA	PARA	LA	PROMOCIÓN	DEL	TURISMO	DE	
VALLADOLID	(VALLADOLID	TOURISM	BOARD)

TEAMWORK	ARTS

TEATRO	ZORRILLA	VALLADOLID

TEATROS	DEL	CANAL

UNESCO

UNIVERSIDAD	AUTÓNOMA	DE	MADRID

UNIVERSIDAD	COMPLUTENSE	DE	MADRID

UNIVERSIDAD	DE	LEÓN

VALLADOLID	FILM	OFFICE	

YOGA	EN	VERANO

YOGA	STYLE
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