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The year 2016 has been marked by important anniversaries for Casa de la India and India-
Spain relations. It was the year we commemorated 60 years of diplomatic relations between 
both countries. Over the years, relations between India and Spain have been highly positive 
and enriched by numerous political, cultural, academic, business and interpersonal contacts 
and exchanges. To celebrate this historic occasion in a special way and in collaboration with a 
number of partner institutions, Casa de la India and the Embassy of India in Spain organised 
a varied programme of institutional, cultural, and educational activities throughout the year, 
which are summarised in this report. Relations between India and Spain have been cordial 
since the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1956. In 1958, a diplomatic mission was 
opened in Madrid, supervised by a charge d’affaires. The first resident Indian ambassador 
was appointed in 1965. Five decades later, during the visit to India by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, José Manuel García-Margallo, in April 2015 and to comme-
morate the 60 years of diplomatic relations between India and Spain in 2016, the foreign 
ministers of both countries agreed to prepare a programme of activities for this year to 
increase cooperation and foster closer links between their societies. On Republic Day in 2016 
(26 January), the Indian ambassador - Vikram Misri - presented in Spain the joint comme-
moration logo and a summary of the various cultural events and programmes coordinated 
by the Embassy of India and Casa de la India that were to take place in Spain throughout the 
year to promote cultural and civil ties and foster mutual understanding and closer bilateral 
relations between India and Spain. In March, a delegation from Valladolid invited by the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) of the government of India and led by the Mayor 
of Valladolid, Oscar Puente, and the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Daniel 
Miguel, with the participation of other members of the Board of Trustees of Casa de la India, 
visited the cities of New Delhi, Ahmedabad and Mumbai in order to strengthen institutional, 
cultural, and academic relations, and initiate new business cooperation projects.

Furthermore, in 2016 we also celebrated the tenth anniversary of the inauguration of the 
of the Casa de la India centre, an early 20th-century building in the heart of Valladolid. The 
opening ceremony on 11 November 2006 was attended by the Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs of India, Anand Sharma, and was followed by a colourful Indian cultural festival. Casa 
de la India in Spain had been legally constituted as a cultural foundation three years earlier, 
on 17 March 2003, by the Republic of India, Valladolid City Council and the University of 
Valladolid, the three founding entities on its Board of Trustees. To commemorate the tenth 
anniversary of its inauguration to the public, an institutional event was held on 11 November 
2016 in Casa de la India, attended by Amarendra Khatua, Director General of the ICCR (Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations), and local representatives of the Board of Trustees of Funda-
ción Casa de la India, as well as other regional and national authorities and guests linked 
to Casa de la India since the building was opened in 2006. The programme was completed 
by a 10-year commemorative exhibition at the University of Valladolid School of Architec-
ture, showing the restoration process of the building for its current use and some of the 
institution’s most important milestones, its objectives and cultural activities.

The cultural programme of activities organised for the 60th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between India and Spain started on 9 January at the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre 
in Valladolid, with the New Year’s Concert by the Symphonic Orchestra of Castile and León 
and the renowned violinist L. Subramanian. The concert opened an Indian cultural festival 
and a special programme supported by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (Indian 
Ministry of External Affairs), the Indian Ministry of Culture and various public and private 
entities of Spain. It continued throughout 2016 in several cities of Spain covering a wide 
range of disciplines, including wonderful art exhibitions, such as "Women by Women", hosted 
in Valladolid, Segovia and León, "Forms of Devotion: art and spirituality in India today" (in 
three venues, the former Church of Las Francesas of Valladolid City Council, Conde Duque 
Cultural Centre of Madrid, and Casa de la India) and splendid music and dance performances 
as part of the fourth edition of the "India in Concert" biennial festival in Teatros Canal of 

	 PRESENTATION
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Madrid, LAVA Teatro of Valladolid City Council and the Auditorium of León showcasing some 
of the most outstanding artists of India. 

Another important milestone was the production of the play "Kijote Kathakali", an adaptation 
to Kathakali classic theatre of the work by Cervantes, co-produced by Casa de la India, the 
Almagro International Classical Theatre Festival and the Margi Kathakali Company of Trivan-
drum (India). In the field of literature, for yet another year Casa de la India collaborated with 
the Hay Festival Segovia with the participation of renowned Indian writers. In the film sector, 
important Bollywood film producers visited Valladolid, and an important memorandum was 
signed with the Film and TV Producers Guild of India and Spain Film Commission during the 
IIFA Awards events in Madrid. The director Zoya Akhtar also visited Valladolid and presented 
a retrospective of her films. Together with Carlos Saura, she received the Spain-India Council 
Foundation Award 2016 in Madrid. Indian cinema was also prominent at the Valladolid Inter-
national Film Week SEMINCI, which awarded honorary Golden Spikes to actor Kabir Bedi and 
producer Bobby Bedi. 

In the educational area, several conferences and seminars were organised by Casa de la 
India in collaboration with various institutions. The Faculty of Commerce of the University 
of Valladolid hosted a one-day conference on "60 Years of Spain-India Diplomatic Relations: 
Challenges and Opportunities in a Global World" in March, where experts analysed relations 
between the two countries from the diplomatic, institutional, academic, scientific, techno-
logical, financial and business points of view. Furthermore, in June, courses in Hindi were 
resumed through the Hindi Chair co-financed by the government of India under the agree-
ment between the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the University of Valla-
dolid. On the other hand, the intercultural education programme Escuela de la India reached 
out to thousands of primary and secondary students of Valladolid and the Region of Castile 
and León. 

In the section on cooperation and business, special mention must be made of the EU-funded 
project "Cultural Heritage and Management Venture Lab in Ahmedabad". This international 
cooperation and training project financed by the European Union under the EuropeAid 
programme since 2013 was officially closed in the city of Ahmedabad in the month of 
September with the presentation of a Handbook of Best Practices in cultural heritage 
management drawn up by the project partners: Casa de la India, University of Valladolid, 
Valladolid City Council, Ahmedabad University and Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation. 
In this special year, India was also present at the AR&PA Biennial (Art, Restoration and 
Heritage) 2016 held in November with an institutional stand, cultural programmes and round 
tables. Academic cooperation was also fuelled by the visit in February by the Vice-Chance-
llor of the University of Valladolid to several universities in India to increase cooperation 
and extend projects to new areas related to Smart Cities, engineering, science and techno-
logy and business management. In addition, important business visits and meetings were 
organised throughout the year to promote Valladolid and Spain as a tourist destination, as 
well as location visits for shooting of Indian films, coordinated with the Film & TV Producers 
Guild of India and the Spain Film Commission.

With this intense and varied menu of activities, Casa de la India has sought to pay tribute to 
the healthy relations between India and Spain, two countries that come together at a unique 
meeting point: Casa de la India, an emblematic house that has celebrated ten years in its new 
role, symbolising and embodying the friendship between the two countries in Valladolid, in 
the heart of Spain.

Dr. Guillermo Rodríguez Martín  
Director
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	 SUMMARY	OF	ACTIVITIES	2016
60	ANNIVERSARY	OF	INDIA-SPAIN	DIPLOMATIC	RELATIONS

	 165	EVENTS

102	LECTURES,	WORKSHOPS	AND	ROUNDTABLES

36	PERFORMING	ARTS	AND	MUSIC	SHOWS

7	EXHIBITONS…

243	ARTISTS,	EXPERTS	AND	LECTURERS

194	BUSINESS	VISITS	

28,057	ATTENDEES

IN	THE	FOLLOWING	CITIES

VALLADOLID,	ALMAGRO,	AVILÉS,	BARCELONA,	BILBAO,	GIRONA,
LAS	PALMAS,	LEÓN,	MADRID,	SEGOVIA	AND	SEVILLE
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BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES

WITH	THE	SUPPORT	OF

EMERITUS	FRIENDS

FERNANDO	COLOMO	·	BEATRIZ	DE	LA	GÁNDARA	·	JULIO	JUBERÍAS	·	VISWANATHAN	ANAND	·	JOSÉ	PAZ

COUNCIL	OF	HONOUR

PRESIDENT	OF	THE	COUNCIL	OF	HONOUR	

HRH	PRINCESS	IRENE	OF	GREECE
MEMBERS	OF	THE	COUNCIL	OF	HONOUR	

RATAN	TATA
ZUBIN	MEHTA

European Union
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1.1.	 BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	OF	THE	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	FOUNDATION
CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	FOUNDATION	BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	MEETINGS	IN	2016
The Board of Trustees of the Casa de la India Foundation met in regular session at the Casa de la India 
centre on 6 June and 11 November 2016. The Board is made up of representatives from the Embassy 
of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council, the University of Valladolid and the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations (ICCR), and is the highest governing body of the Casa de la India Foundation. It comprises a 
President, a Vice-president and vocal members. The presidency is rotary and is exercised successively 
in two-year terms by the Mayor of Valladolid City Council and the Vice-chancellor of the University of 
Valladolid. 

The Board has undergone several changes over the course of 2016. In the Board meeting held on 6 
June 2016, Oscar Puente Santiago, Mayor of Valladolid, took over as the Foundation’s president. In the 
Board meeting held on 11 November 2016, Amarendra Khatua, Director General of the Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations of the Ministry of External Affairs, government of India, replaced Satish C. Mehta, 
former Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, as Board member. Furthermore, 
in the Board meeting held on 6 June, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations was represented by its 
Deputy Director General, Namrata S. Kumar.

The members of the Board at the last Board meeting of 2016 (11 November) were the following:

PRESIDENT

Oscar Puente Santiago   
Mayor,	Valladolid	City	Council		

VICE PRESIDENT

Daniel Miguel San José 
Vice-Chancellor,	University	of	Valladolid	

MEMBERS

Ana María Carmen Redondo García  
Councillor	for	Culture	and	Tourism,	Valladolid	City	Council	

José Ramón González García   
Pro-Vice-chancellor	of	Internationalisation	and	Linguistic	Policy,	University	of	Valladolid				

Vikram Misri   
Ambassador	of	India	to	Spain

Amarendra Khatua  
Director	General	of	the	Indian	Council	for	Cultural	Relations	(ICCR)	

SECRETARY

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín  
Director	of	Casa	de	la	India		

1.	 INSTITUTIONAL
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1.2.	 COUNCIL	OF	HONOUR
Casa de la India’s Council of Honour is made up of important figures and institutions with honorific and 
consultative functions. HRH Princess Irene of Greece serves as President of the Council of Honour. Other 
distinguished members of the Council of Honour in 2016 included Indian businessman Ratan Tata and 
maestro Zubin Mehta. 

PRESIDENT

HRH Princess Irene of Greece 

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF HONOUR

Ratan Tata 
Zubin Mehta 

1.3.	 FRIENDS	AND	THE	BOARD	OF	FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
The Board of Friends of Casa de la India is a body that aims to promote and support cultural and educa-
tional actions, as well as to stimulate business and cooperation initiatives between Spain and India. In 
addition to facilitating interaction with people interested in Indian culture and society, being a Friend of 
Casa de la India enables daily contact with our entity and privileged participation in regular activities 
and special events.

FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
One of Casa de la India’s main aims is to offer all its visitors services that are adapted to their interests 
and needs. To better take advantage of its activities and services, all visitors are given the chance to 
become a Friend of Casa de la India by making an annual contribution that allows them to enjoy benefits 
and discounts, as well as to receive regular information about all the activities organised by Casa de la 
India. 

BOARD	OF	FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
The Casa de la India Board of Friends is a body of the Casa de la India Foundation established in the 
statutes of the Foundation. It has functions of collaboration, proposal and suggestion in relation to 
the Foundation’s aims and purposes. The rules of the Board of Friends sets out the following types of 
members:

• Benefactor Friends 

• Sponsor Friends

• Collaborator Friends

• Emeritus Friends

The Board of Friends of Casa de la India includes the following Meritorious Friends: film director Fernando 
Colomo, film producer Beatriz de la Gándara; businessman Julio Juberías; chess player Viswanathan 
Anand; and Professor José Paz.
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1.4.	 INSTITUTIONAL	EVENTS	

60TH	ANNIVERSARY	OF	DIPLOMATIC	RELATIONS	BETWEEN	INDIA	AND	SPAIN:		
PRESENTATION	OF	COMMEMORATIVE	EVENTS		
26	JANUARY,	MADRID

As part of the Republic Day celebrations on 26 January, Vikram Misri, Ambassador of India to Spain, 
accompanied by Ignacio Ybáñez, Spain’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, presented the joint 
logo at the Hotel Ritz in Madrid that both entities used in 2016 during the events celebrating the 60th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations between India and Spain. The logo presented was chosen jointly 
following an open competition for designers from both countries. The design uses the colours of the 
flags, with the outline of a white path forming the number 60, symbolising the shared history of peace 
and cooperation. It is the work of the designer Juan García Fuente, from Burgos. Earlier, on 21 January, 
the anniversary logo was officially presented at the Instituto Cervantes in New Delhi, to local authorities, 
the press and a large Indian audience, which included C. Sushma, the Undersecretary of the Europe West 
Division of India’s Ministry of External Affairs. 

During the presentation on 26 January at the Hotel Ritz, the Ambassador of India to Spain provided a 
summary of the various cultural programmes and events coordinated by the Embassy of India and Casa 
de la India that would take place throughout 2016 to promote cultural and civil society links in order to 
encourage mutual understanding and strengthen bilateral relations between India and Spain.

The year-long programme of activities, including institutional events as well as academic and cultural 
activities, began on 9 January at the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre in Valladolid with the New Year’s 
concert given by the Symphony Orchestra of Castile and León and renowned violinist L. Subramanian, 
who composed a symphony especially for the occasion.

The concert kicked off a festival to celebrate Indian culture in Spain, a programme that was supported 
by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR of the Indian Ministry of External Affairs), the Indian 
Ministry of Culture and various Spanish public and private entities, which ran throughout 2016 in several 
Spanish cities, covering a wide range of disciplines such as music and dance, theatre, exhibitions, confe-
rences, film cycles and other events led by prestigious artists and figures from India.

11



12

INSTITUTIONAL	VISIT	TO	INDIA	BY	THE	MAYOR	OF	VALLADOLID		
AND	THE	VICE-CHANCELLOR	OF	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID		
6–8	MARCH,	DELHI,	AHMEDABAD,	MUMBAI

In March, a delegation from Valladolid, invited by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) of 
the government of India under the "Distinguished visitors programme", and headed by Oscar Puente, 
Mayor of Valladolid, and Daniel Miguel, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, visited the cities 
of New Delhi, Ahmedabad and Mumbai, with the aim of consolidating and expanding the existing areas 
of cooperation between India and Valladolid. The delegation from Valladolid, accompanied by Guillermo 
Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, also included Ana Redondo, Councillor for Culture and Tourism 
at Valladolid City Council; José Ramón González, the Pro-Vice-chancellor of International Relations and 
University Extension at the University of Valladolid; Rosa Huertas, Director of Finance, Civil Service and 
Economic Promotion of the City Council; and Juan Manuel Guimerans, Director of Culture and Tourism. 
Highlights of the delegation’s intense schedule included, among other meetings, the following events in 
New Delhi: a press conference presenting Carlos Saura’s show "Flamenco-India" organised by Teamwork 
Arts; a meeting with Vijay Kumar Singh, India’s Minister of State for External Affairs; work meetings with 
Tomasz Kozlowski, the European Union Ambassador to India, at the EU headquarters, and with Sameer 
Sharma, the Additional Secretary of State for Smart Cities at the Indian Ministry of Urban Development. 
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INSTITUTIONAL

A work meeting was organised in Ahmedabad with Gautam Shah, Mayor of the City, which signed a 
Friendship Protocol with the City of Valladolid in 2008, Municipal Commissioner D. Thara and represen-
tatives from all the municipal government parties. The milestones of the heritage management coope-
ration project, financed by the European Union since 2014, were outlined during the meeting, and the 
future signing of a twinning protocol between the cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad to expand the 
existing collaboration to Smart Cities projects was addressed. In addition, the Mayor of Valladolid also 
had the opportunity to participate in the opening of the Valladolid-owned factory Lingotes Especiales 
in Kalol, near Ahmedabad (state of Gujarat). On the last stop of the trip, in Mumbai, the Bollywood film 
capital, a meeting was organised with producers from the Film and Television Producers Guild of India, 
an entity chaired by Mukesh Bhatt with which Casa de la India has a collaboration agreement. In terms of 
business relations, highlights included the signing of a collaboration agreement between the University 
of Valladolid and Indian firm Tech Mahindra, which took place during a visit to its New Delhi headquar-
ters. The aim of the agreement is to jointly carry out research and development projects related to new 
technologies and Smart Cities. The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid held meetings with 
M. Jagadesh Kumar, Vice-Chancellor of the Jawaharlal Nehru University, and Pankaj Chandra, Vice-
Chancellor of Ahmedabad University, in Ahmedabad, as well as with Rajan Saxena, Vice-Chancellor of 
the Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies (NMIMS), in Mumbai, in order to promote faculty 
and student exchanges with these universities.
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3RD	SPAIN-INDIA	COUNCIL	FOUNDATION	AWARD		
12	JULY,	MADRID

In a moving ceremony presided over by HM Queen Letizia, film directors Carlos Saura and Zoya Akhtar 
received the 2016 award of the Spain-India Council Foundation  at the National Archaeological Museum 
in Madrid on 12 July. The award recognises the work of people or entities that have stood out in parti-
cular for their contribution to bilateral relations between Spain and India. This was the third time the 
award had been given, and this year it went jointly to these two renowned filmmakers for bringing the 
cultures of India and Spain closer together through their work. Previously, the Spain-India Foundation 
Award has been awarded to prominent figures from India, such as the orchestra conductor Zubin Mehta 
and the chess player Viswanathan Anand. Carlos Saura is the first Spaniard to win the award, and he has 
earned a well-deserved reputation in India for his film career. His films have allowed two generations of 
Indian filmmakers to learn about the art and culture of Spain. The numerous international awards he has 
won include the lifetime achievement award at the Mumbai and Kerala film festivals in 2008 and 2013, 
respectively. In addition, in autumn 2015 he directed the show "Flamenco India" at the Calderón Theatre 
in Valladolid, which was very well received by audiences and critics alike and served to create a bridge 
between Indian and Spanish cultures through music and dance. "Flamenco India" was a co-production 
between the Calderón Theatre, Valladolid City Council and Teamwork Arts India, in collaboration with 
Casa de la India and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). The award’s other recipient, Indian 
director and scriptwriter Zoya Akhtar, created a road movie in 2011 that was set in Spain, called Zindagi 
Na Milegi Dobara (You only live once). The film had a huge impact in India, with 70 million viewers and 
many awards. The film provides a contemporary and appealing look at Spain, and led to an 80% increase 
in Indian visitors to Spain in the year following its release.

The award ceremony, held at the National Archaeological Museum, was attended by José Manuel 
García-Margallo, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Spain; Vikram Misri, the 
Ambassador of India to Spain; Ignacio Ybáñez, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of the Gover-
nment of Spain; and Antonio Escamez, the President of the Spain-India Council Foundation. Numerous 
institutional authorities and representatives from the world of culture and business also attended the 
event, as well as Oscar Puente, Mayor of Valladolid, and Guillermo Rodriguez, Director of Casa de la 
India.

GOODWILL	DELEGATION	OF	INDIAN	PARLIAMENTARIANS	VISIT	TO	VALLADOLID			
20	OCTOBER

A Goodwill Delegation of Indian parliamentarians visited Valladolid and Madrid on October 20 and 21. 
The delegation comprised eleven Members of Parliament of the Government of the Republic of India, 
representing different regions and parties of the Indian political spectrum. The Indian Parliamentary 
system comprises two houses: the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) and the House of the People (Lok 
Sabha). Bhartruhari Mahtab, Lok Sabha member for the Cuttack constituency in Odisha, led the delega-
tion made up of members from both houses.
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The purpose of the visit was to further the commitment to intensify political, cultural and commercial 
contacts between Spain and India during 2016, the 60th Anniversary of diplomatic relations between the 
two countries, as well to extend goodwill to the countries India considers of importance, with the aim of 
effectively projecting the country’s policies, programmes and achievements in different fields with their 
counterparts and other opinion makers in other countries and so secure their support in favour of India.

The visit to Valladolid took place on October 20th and began with a morning visit to Valladolid City Hall 
where the city’s Mayor, Oscar Puente, met the delegation highlighting the existing close relationship 
between India and Valladolid, referring specifically to the activities organised in the field of culture 
and the twinning process between the cities of Ahmedabad and Valladolid. After the lunch hosted by 
Valladolid’s Mayor, the parliamentary delegation visited the Castilla and León Regional Parliament 
where they were met by the Speaker, Silvia Clemente Municio. The day ended with a visit to the Casa de 
la India centre and the "Forms of Devotion" art exhibition, sponsored by the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations of the Indian Government. The following day, the Director of Casa de la India took part in the 
working session organised by the Spain India Council Foundation in Madrid for the Goodwill Delegation 
of Indian Parliamentarians led by Shri Ananthkumar, the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Minister 
of Chemicals and Fertilizer. Spain India Council Foundation President, Antonio Escámez; and General 
Secretary, Alonso Dezcallar as well as directors and representatives of various companies and institu-
tions making up the Spain India Council Foundation Board of Trustees were also present at the meeting.
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TENTH	ANNIVERSARY	OF	THE	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	CENTRE	
11	NOVEMBER

The Casa de la India centre turned 10 years old on Friday 11 November, with celebrations lasting the 
entire day. The events began with the opening of an exhibition commemorating the 10th anniversary of 
the centre at the University of Valladolid’s School of Architecture, which was attended by Daniel Miguel, 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid; Amarendra Khatua, Director General of the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR); Ana Redondo, Councillor for Culture, Trade and Tourism at Valla-
dolid City Council; Ramón González, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Internationalisation and Linguistic Policy at 
the University of Valladolid; Darío Álvarez, Director of the School of Architecture; and Guillermo Rodrí-
guez, Director of Casa de la India.

The second ordinary meeting of the year of the Casa de la India Board of Trustees, in which Amarendra 
Khatua, Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), participated, together with 
representatives from Valladolid City Council and University of Valladolid who are Board members, was 
followed by an institutional commemoration ceremony at Casa de la India, attended by local, regional 
and international authorities and guests associated with the history of Casa de la India since its opening 
in 2006. The event consisted of the presentation of a video commemorating the 10th anniversary, 
followed by a brief sitar recital by Subrata De and a guided tour of the exhibition "Forms of Devotion: 
Art and Spirituality in India Today", organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the Museum of Sacred Art (MOSA) in the framework of "India-Spain 
2016 – 60 Years of Diplomatic Relations between India and Spain". Oscar Puente, Mayor of Valladolid 
and President of the Casa de la India Foundation, spoke on behalf of the institution, as did Daniel Miguel, 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid and Vice President of the Casa de la India Foundation, as 
well as Amarendra Khatua, Director General of the ICCR, and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de 
la India.
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This moving event brought together many figures and representatives from the government, academic 
and cultural institutions and the business world. Attendees included members of the Casa de la India 
Board of Trustees, as well as Fernando Alonso, Deputy Director General of South and East Asia of the 
Spanish Ministry for External Affairs and Cooperation; Ambassador Alonso Dezcallar, Secretary General 
of the Spain-India Council Foundation; Pablo Trillo-Figueroa, the Territorial Delegate for Valladolid of 
the Regional Government of Castile and León; María Angeles Porres, member of the Regional Parlia-
ment of Castile and León; Jesús Julio Carnero, President of the Provincial Council of Valladolid; José 
María Marbán, lecturer at the University of Valladolid and former Pro-Vice-Chancellor of International 
Relations; Francisco Javier León de la Riva, former Mayor of Valladolid; Mercedes Cantalapiedra, former 
Councillor for Culture, Trade and Tourism of Valladolid City Council; and Jordi Folgado, General Director 
of the Vicente Ferrer Foundation, among other authorities.

In the afternoon, an open day was held at the Casa de la India centre for both Friends of Casa de la India 
and the general public. Guests were offered a taste of Indian chai, and also enjoyed a sitar recital by 
Subrata De and a short Indian dance show by young Bharatanatyam dance students of the Kalasangam 
course at Casa de la India. The public also had the opportunity to see the exhibition "Forms of Devotion: 
Art and Spirituality in India Today" in the Ravi Shankar Auditorium at Casa de la India, as well as the 
rest of its facilities.

Casa de la India has its centre in an early 20th-century building located at no. 13 Calle del Puente Colgante 
in Valladolid, opened on 11 November 2006 with the presence of Anand Sharma, the Indian Minister of 
State for External Affairs, and with a cultural festival that included a concert by renowned sitar player 
Anoushka Shankar with the Symphony Orchestra of Castile and León. 

Casa de la India in Spain was legally established in Valladolid on 17 March 2003 as a cultural foundation, 
with three founding patrons: the Republic of India, through the Embassy of India in Spain; Valladolid City 
Council; and the University of Valladolid. It thus became the third cultural centre under the auspices of 
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) in Western Europe, after those in London (Nehru Centre) 
and Berlin (Tagore Zentrum).
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1.5.	 OTHER	INSTITUTIONAL	ACTIVITIES
Since its inception, Casa de la India has aimed to serve as a platform for collaboration and cooperation 
between institutions to achieve a better understanding of India in Spain and to contribute to bilateral 
relations in multiple areas. As a foundation created by three public patrons – the Republic of India, 
through the Embassy of India in Spain; Valladolid City Council; and the University of Valladolid – its insti-
tutional work is considered to be of primary importance.

WORLD	HINDI	DAY			
13	JANUARY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

The Indian Ministry of External Affairs declared 10 January as World Hindi Day after the first World 
Hindi Conference was held in Nagpur, India in 1975. To celebrate this year, Casa de la India organised a 
Hindi-language showing of the film Suraj ka Satvan Ghoda (Seventh Horse of the Sun), winner of the 
1993 Indian Directorate of Film Festivals National Film Award for Best Feature Film in Hindi. This feature-
length film is based on the novel of the same name by Dharamvir Bharati, one of the pioneers of modern 
Hindi literature.

LAUNCH	OF	THE	HINDI	CHAIR	AT	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID			
6	JUNE

The Faculty of Commerce at the University of Valladolid, home to the university’s Centre for Asian 
Studies, has hosted the Hindi Chair since June 2016. This Chair, sponsored by the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR) and unique in Spain, was launched on 6 June, coinciding with the launch of the 
first intensive Hindi language course, led by recently arrived teacher Deepti Prakash from New Delhi, 
whose classes have been held ever since in the faculty’s Aula de Hindi (dedicated Hindi classroom). 
During the inaugural ceremony, Ambassador of India to Spain, Vikram Misri, unveiled the plaque before 
the Hindi students and authorities present, which included Daniel Miguel, Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Valladolid; José Ramón González, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Internationalisation and Linguistic 
Policy of the University of Valladolid; Namrata S. Kumar, Deputy Director General of the Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations; Oscar Ramos, Director of the University of Valladolid Centre for Asian Studies; 
and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India.

WORLD	YOGA	DAY			
21	JUNE,	ACERA	DE	RECOLETOS,	VALLADOLID

In late 2014, India proposed the draft resolution establishing International Yoga Day, which was unani-
mously accepted by the 175 Member States of United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). The proposal 
was first made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his speech at the opening of the 69th meeting 
of the General Assembly.

The events of the first International Yoga Day in 2015, promoted by the Government of India and the 
United Nations, were held in 251 cities in 192 countries around the world. In Spain, this initiative from 
the Government of India, through the Embassy of India in Spain, was held in Madrid, Valladolid, Barce-
lona and many other cities. In 2016, Valladolid again joined cities from all over the world to celebrate 
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on Tuesday 21 June, with an outdoor event that brought together almost 800 people in the Acera de 
Recoletos in the heart of the city. A master class was held there that included 30 exercises (asanas), 
in addition to free yoga workshops offered by the participating centres Yoga Style, Alaya Yoga, Centro 
Yoga Devi, Asociación Ciencia de Paz, Nadir Centro de desarrollo personal, Maviola & Y.IB.E and Yoga en 
Verano. The International Yoga Day event in Valladolid was organised by Casa de la India in collabora-
tion with the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council and the above mentioned yoga schools 
and groups in the city.

CELEBRATION	OF	INDEPENDENCE	DAY			
15	AUGUST,	PARQUE	DE	LA	PAZ,	VALLADOLID

Valladolid’s Parque de la Paz (Peace Park) was the setting for the celebration of India`s Independence 
Day on 15 August. Members of the city’s Indian community came together at the park’s sculpture of 
Mahatma Gandhi to pay tribute to the father of Indian independence with a flower offering. The Indian 
Cultural Association in Castile and León organised this event where the Indian community praised the 
non-violent principles of Gandhi and all those who gave their lives for Indian independence so that 
future generations would have a better life. Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, and Deepti 
Prakash, Hindi teacher at the University of Valladolid (ICCR Hindi Chair) both participated in the event, 
as well as other institutional and academic representatives.

The Indian Cultural Association represents the Indian community in Castile and León – the majority of 
whom are from the state of Kerala in southern India – and organises various cultural activities, as well 
as providing a support network, not only for its members, but also for Indian immigrants arriving in 
Valladolid.
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COMMEMORATION	OF	GANDHI	JAYANTI			
2	OCTOBER,	PARQUE	DE	LA	PAZ,	VALLADOLID

The International Day of Non-Violence was declared by the UN General Assembly to be 2 October, the 
day on which Mahatma Gandhi was born in 1869. To commemorate this day, the Indian community in 
Valladolid and Casa de la India organised a flower offering at the Mahatma Gandhi statue in the city’s 
Parque de la Paz (Peace Park).

VISIT	OF	THE	DIRECTOR	GENERAL	OF	THE	INDIAN	COUNCIL	FOR	CULTURAL	RELATIONS	(ICCR)			
10	&	11	NOVEMBER

Amarendra Khatua, the new Director General of the ICCR, visited the City of Valladolid and Casa de la 
India, coinciding with the celebration of the centre´s 10th anniversary on 11 November. On the first day, Mr 
Khatua had the chance to visit Casa de la India’s historical building and take the night-walk "Ríos de Luz" 
through the historic centre of Valladolid. The second day of this institutional visit started with a meeting 
with Daniel Miguel, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, at the university’s Santa Cruz Palace. 
The Vice-Chancellor later accompanied the Director General of the ICCR to the university’s School of 
Architecture to open the exhibition commemorating 10 years of the Casa de la India centre, which was 
also attended by Ramón González, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Internationalisation and Linguistic Policy of 
the University of Valladolid; Darío Álvarez, Director of the School of Architecture; Ana Redondo, Counci-
llor for Culture, Trade and Tourism of Valladolid City Council; and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa 
de la India. This cultural event kicked off the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Casa de la India 
centre, which included a varied programme of activities throughout the entire day. 

The Director General participated in the institutional 10th-anniversary event that took place at Casa de 
la India in the late morning following the meeting of the Foundation’s Board of Trustees, which he joined 
as a vocal member replacing the former Director General. Lastly, in the afternoon on 11 November, 
Amarendra Khatua visited the India stand at the Regional Government of Castile and León’s Biennial of 
Heritage Restoration and Management Fair (AR&PA) that was being held at the Miguel Delibes Cultural 
Centre.

CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	AND	THE	SPAIN-INDIA	COUNCIL	FOUNDATION		
Casa de la India has been a Board Member of the Spain-India Council Foundation since April 2009. 
With the support of the Spanish Ministry of External Affairs and Cooperation, this Foundation works to 
promote relationships of mutual interest between the civil societies in Spain and India, in the areas of 
economic, commercial and business cooperation, as well as for other cultural, scientific, civic, educa-
tion and environmental protection purposes. As a member of the Council, Casa de la India took part in 
the two meetings of the Board of Trustees held in 2016, on 23 June and 2 December, in Madrid at its 
headquarters at the Spanish Ministry of External Affairs and Cooperation. 
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1.6.	 AGREEMENTS
In order to fulfil its objectives, the Casa de la India Foundation is open to establishing links and coope-
rative relationships with other entities it considers appropriate, and it formalises conventions with 
agencies and institutions that are both public and private, national and international. In 2016, Casa de la 
India signed the following collaboration agreements:

STATEMENT	OF	INTENT	SIGNED	WITH	THE	INDO-EUROPEAN	EDUCATION	FOUNDATION	(POLAND)			
10	JUNE

The Indo-European Education Foundation and Casa de la India Foundation signed a statement of intent 
to promote cooperation between both institutions through joint projects in the academic sphere and 
through business programmes. This cooperation is also aimed at student and teacher exchanges, as well 
as participation in national and international conferences.

TRIPARTITE	AGREEMENT	WITH	THE	FILM	&	TELEVISION	PRODUCERS	GUILD	OF	INDIA		
AND	THE	SPAIN	FILM	COMMISSION			
24	JUNE,	MADRID

Casa de la India signed a collaboration agreement with the Film & TV Producers Guild of India and the 
Spain Film Commission in the framework of the Business Forum "India & Spain: Synergising Business 
Opportunities" in the framework of Bollywood’s International Indian Film Academy Awards (IIFA) awards 
held in Madrid. The main objective of this tripartite agreement is to share ideas and practices to promote 
both national and international film production, to stimulate mutual understanding of other film markets 
and to support bilateral cultural understanding. The agreement will not only facilitate filming in both 
countries, with local infrastructure and accessible support, but also the organisation of film festivals 
and other cultural events that will showcase the results of these projects and raise the profile of the film 
industries in both countries. The agreement was signed by Carlos Rosado, President of the Spain Film 
Commission; Mukesh Bhatt, President of the Film & TV Producers Guild of India; and Guillermo Rodrí-
guez, Director of Casa de la India.
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1.7.	 SCHOLARSHIPS	AND	GRANTS

1.7.1.	 GRANTS	AND	WORK	PLACEMENTS	AT	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	
Over the course of 2016, Casa de la India benefited from several scholarship programmes. Casa de la 
India works with a number of institutions to implement these scholarship programmes offered by diffe-
rent public administrations. The Casa de la India Foundation participated in the following programmes 
in 2016:

WORK	EXPERIENCE	PROGRAMME,	ENGLISH	STUDIES	DEGREE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
This work placement programme was implemented under an agreement with the University of Valladolid 
in order to familiarise students with the international and multilingual environment of Casa de la India – 
its methods, work techniques and organisation – as a practical supplement to their studies. Casa de India 
hosted two interns in 2016 under this programme.

SANTANDER	SCHOLARSHIP	PROGRAMME	THROUGH	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
In 2016, Casa de la India had two interns through this scholarship from Banco Santander that is aimed at 
supplementing the training of students from Spanish universities, familiarising them with the reality of 
the professional world, expanding their knowledge and encouraging their contact with companies that 
would be able to facilitate their job placement.

PROGRAMME	OF	EXTERNAL	PLACEMENTS	IN	TRAINING	PROGRAMMES,		
UNIVERSITY	OF	SALAMANCA
This placement programme was implemented under an agreement with the University of Salamanca 
in order to contribute to the integral training of students, supplementing their academic training and 
encouraging the acquisition of competencies that would facilitate their job placement. Casa de India 
hosted one intern in 2016 under this programme.

TRAINING	PROGRAMME	AT	WORKPLACES	OF	THE	REGIONAL	GOVERNMENT		
OF	CASTILE	AND	LEÓN	CICERÓN	SYSTEM
Casa de la India had one intern through the work experience in the workplace programme aimed at 
vocational training students, who collaborated with the Escuela de la India (India School) intercultural 
education project managed by Casa de la India.

1.7.2.	 	SCHOLARSHIPS	FROM	THE	INDIAN	COUNCIL		
FOR	CULTURAL	RELATIONS	(ICCR)
Casa de la India provided information on the scholarships offered by the Government of India through 
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). These scholarships form part of the cultural exchange 
programme between India and Spain for the 2016–2017 academic year. These scholarships are aimed 
at Spanish students wishing to undertake university or post-university studies, as well as research 
programmes at universities and educational institutions in India.
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The promotion of Indian culture in Spain is one of the Casa de la India Foundation’s main objectives. 
Every year, it seeks to reflect the great cultural wealth of India through various activities, which in 2016, 
coinciding with the celebration of the 60 years of diplomatic relations between Spain and India, have 
intensified both in quantity and quality and have included exhibitions, film seasons, literature and a large 
section dedicated to the performing arts and music. 

The exhibitions have included "Forms of Devotion: Art and Spirituality in India Today", which included 
more than 200 original works exhibited in three venues by renowned contemporary artists from India. 
Cinema related events included a section dedicated to India at SEMINCI (Valladolid International Film 
Festival), which awarded its Golden Spike of Honour to actor Kabir Bedi and producer Bobby Bedi, 
and a visit by director Zoya Akhtar in July to present a retrospective dedicated to her filmography. 
The programme of performing arts and music began with a New Year’s Eve concert, which launched 
the celebration of the 60th anniversary with the famous violinist L. Subramaniam performing with the 
OSCYL (Symphonic Orchestra of Castile and León). A new edition of the "India in Concert" festival 
was also organised, with artists such as dancer and choreographer Madhavi Mudgal, percussionist 
Vikku Vinayakram and sarod musicians Amaan and Ayaan Ali Khan. In addition to this festival during 
the year concert seasons were programmed by other prominent artists such as Vishwa Mohan Bhatt 
and Tanmoy Bose, among others. Another highlight of the anniversary was the production of "Kijote 
Kathakali", a Kathakali classical theatre adaptation of the work of Cervantes, co-produced by Casa 
de la India, the Almagro International Classical Theatre Festival and the Margi Kathakali Company of 
Trivandrum (India). In the literature section, for yet another year Casa de la India collaborated with 
the Hay Festival Segovia, which included important writers such as Kiran Nagarkar and the director 
of the Jaipur Literature Festival, Namita Gokhale.

For this cultural programme Casa de la India has worked in collaboration with the Embassy of India in 
Spain and has been supported by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the Ministry of Culture 
of the Government of India, the Valladolid City Council, the University of Valladolid, Qatar Airways and 
other cultural institutions of Spain, Europe and India. 

2.1.	 EXHIBITIONS
WOMEN	BY	WOMEN		
12	FEBRUARY	-	8	MARCH,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	
20	MARCH	-	3	APRIL,	GALERÍAS	DE	LA	CÁRCEL_SEGOVIA	CENTRO	DE	CREACIÓN,	SEGOVIA	
7	APRIL	-	21	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLIDD	
13	OCTOBER	-	11	NOVEMBER,	EXHIBITION	HALL	ATENEO	CULTURAL	EL	ALBÉITAR	UNIVERSITY	OF	LEÓN,	LEÓN

An exhibition of paintings showing works of art created by women artists from India, born in the 
twentieth century (from 1933 to 1982), reflecting not only the thoughts and emotions of Indian women, 
but also the essence of the life of Indian women today. Her courage and strength, her relationship 

2.	 CULTURE
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with nature, her mysticism, her condition as a mother, her beauty and her innocence are some of the 
feminine qualities the artists emphasise using various techniques (from acrylic painting to oil on canvas 
and other more current or striking techniques, such as the modification of a photographic print). 

India is a country of multiple languages, cultures, customs and beliefs that is represented in various 
forms of art. People from different parts of the country have different ways of expressing themselves 
in accordance with their culture and the traditions of the society to which they belong. This exhibition 
offers exact representations of women from different parts of the country illustrating their perception 
of the women themselves. In a country as diverse as India, one can feel the enormous differences of an 
image. In many ways, India is a land of mystery. The exceptional intellect of these artists expressed in 
their paintings is a representation of the life of Indian women.

The "Women by Women" exhibition, which came to Spain thanks to the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations), was organised in various cities by Casa de la India, the City Council of Segovia and the Univer-
sity of León.
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FORMS	OF	DEVOTION:	ART	AND	SPIRITUALITY	IN	INDIA	TODAY		
2	-	25	SEPTEMBER,	MUNICIPAL	EXHIBITIONS	HALL	OF	THE	LAS	FRANCESAS	CHURCH,	VALLADOLID	
13	OCTOBER	2016	-	15	JANUARY	2017,	CONDE	DUQUE	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	MADRID	
14	OCTOBER	2016	-	17	JANUARY	2017,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

"Forms of Devotion" is a multidimensional project conceptualised around the notion of the spiritual and 
devotional side of India, and was brought to Spain under the sponsorship of the ICCR (Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations).

The exhibition included more than 200 original works by different contemporary Indian artists selected 
from more than 1,600 works of the MOSA (Museum of Sacred Arts) collection in Belgium. In "Forms of 
Devotion", there is a dynamic coexistence of a variety of styles and artistic traditions that dialogue with 
each other from a modern-day perspective, reflecting the diversity of regions and realities in India and 
drinking from the same common substratum in exploration of spirituality and the divine.  

These original and newly created works of art were distributed in three sections and paid tribute to 
the creativity and energy of the devotional and spiritual art of India. The extensive collection, which 
included works of continuity, more committed to tradition and other more innovative works given to 
change, presented classic, tribal, popular, digital, conceptual, modern and other contemporary art forms 
in the current multicultural context. The exhibition was divided into three sections: 
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•  Eclectic: invoking peace, serenity and a Zen environment, as well as faith and devotion to minimalism.
• Myth and magic: helping the transposition of the intangible divine world into material images.
•  Sacred and secular: the cultural diversity of the country, full of philosophies about asceticism and 

abstinence on the one hand, and sexuality and the pleasures of life on the other. 

Curated by Sushma K. Bahl, former director of the Department of Art and Culture of the British Council 
of India, and Archana B. Sapra, this exhibition was organised by Casa de la India, the Municipal Founda-
tion for Culture of the City of Valladolid and the Conde Duque Cultural Centre of Madrid City Council, 
in collaboration with the Embassy of India in Spain, the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), the 
MOSA (Museum of Sacred Art) and Qatar Airways. 

This was the first time that "Forms of Devotion: Art and Spirituality in India today" was shown in Europe 
after it had been in New Delhi, Bangkok and Shanghai. The exhibition was held in three different venues, 
in Valladolid and Madrid, and the content was adapted for each one.

The first venue was the Municipal Exhibitions Hall of the Las Francesas Church in Valladolid, whose 
inauguration on 2 September was attended by Martin Gurvich, Director of the Museum of Sacred Art 
(MOSA) of Belgium, Ana Redondo, Councillor for Culture at Valladolid City Council, Ramón González, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Internationalisation and Linguistic Policy at the University of Valladolid, and 
Siddhartha Chattopadhyay, Chargé d’Affaires of the Embassy of India in Spain.
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A series of parallel activities were organised to contextualise this exhibition and bring the public 
closer to the culture of India. In the Conde Duque Cultural Centre in Madrid an Indian film season was 
programmed in which the film Devi (The Goddess) and the Hindu Nectar documentaries were screened: 
Spiritual Wanderings in India and Studios of Devotion. A series of lectures on Indian art was also 
programmed: The Natya Sastra: ancient treaty on performing arts in India given by Guillermo Rodrí-
guez and Mónica de la Fuente, Contemporary multiples: roots and routes of Indian Art by the curators 
of the exhibition, Sushma K. Bahl and Archana B. Sapra, and Contemporary Indian art: reinvention 
and imitation, given by Eva Fernández del Campo. Parallel activities were also included in Valladolid, 
such as the lecture titled Forms of Devotion: Art and Spirituality in India Today by Sushma K. Bahl and 
Archana B. Sapra, and the screening of the Hindu Nectar documentaries: Spiritual Wanderings in India 
and Studios of Devotion.
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10	YEARS	OF	THE	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	CENTRE	
11	NOVEMBER	-	2	DECEMBER,	SCHOOL	OF	ARCHITECTURE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

Casa de la India in Spain was established in Valladolid on 17 March 2003 as a cultural foundation, with 
three founding patrons: the Republic of India, through the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City 
Council and the University of Valladolid. It became the third cultural centre in Western Europe supported 
by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) of the Government of India, after those of London 
(Nehru Centre) and Berlin (Tagore Zentrum), with which Casa de la India shares many objectives. Casa 
de la India in Valladolid is therefore the reference for bilateral and multilateral relations with India in 
southern Europe. Its main office is an early 20th-century building in Valladolid at Calle Puente Colgante, 
13, opened on 11 November 2006, from where it carries out most of its activities as a centre for the 
promotion of Indian culture in Spain and a platform for relations between both countries in the different 
fields of action. 

The photographic exhibition "10 years of the Casa de la India Centre", produced by the University of 
Valladolid and organised by the University’s School of Architecture and Casa de la India, is divided into 
two sections. One dedicated to the refurbishment of the building to turn it into the Casa de la India 
centre, a project headed by a team of architects formed by Julio Grijalba, Alberto Grijalba, Paloma Gil, 
Eduardo Carazo and Víctor J. Ruiz, and another section on the Casa de la India Foundation: the institu-
tion, objectives, cultural activities (music, dance, exhibitions), etc.

The opening of the exhibition was attended by the following institutional representatives: the Director 
General of the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), Amarendra Khatua, the Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of Valladolid, Daniel Miguel, the Councillor for Culture, Trade and Tourism of Valladolid 
City Council, Ana Redondo, the Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Internationalisation and Linguistic Policy of the 
University of Valladolid, Ramón González, the director of the School of Architecture, Darío Álvarez, and 
Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India. The exhibition was curated by Guillermo Rodríguez and 
David Rodríguez Gómez on behalf of Casa de la India and architects Alberto Grijalba Bengoetxea and 
Julio Grijalba Bengoetxea on behalf of the University of Valladolid.
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2.2.	 CINEMA

2.2.1.	 FILM	SEASONS	

NEW	BOLLYWOOD	FILM	SEASON:	ZOYA	AKHTAR		
12	-	14	JUNE,	CINES	BROADWAY,	VALLADOLID	

Bollywood film series dedicated to Indian director and screenwriter Zoya Akhtar, who, with Carlos Saura, 
received the 2016 Spain India Foundation Council Award. Zoya Akhtar travelled to Valladolid to present 
this season, with three of her films. The retrospective was organised by Casa de la India and Broadway 
Cinemas in collaboration with Eros International, Excel Entertainment, the Spain India Foundation 
Council, SEMINCI and Casa Asia.

ZINDAGI NA MILEGI DOBARA
12	JULY	

(Zoya Akhtar / 2011 / Hindi with Spanish subtitles / 153 mins)

Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara (You Only Live Once), a road movie set in Spain that had a big impact in India 
with seventy million viewers and numerous awards. The frustrated plan of three friends to travel to Spain 
during their University years comes true years later before the wedding of one of them. Apparently 
normal vacations eventually change the lives of the three men.

LUCK BY CHANCE
13	JULY	

(Zoya Akhtar / 2009 / Hindi with Spanish subtitles / 156 mins)

A film about a journey by an actor who arrives in Mumbai to become a film star. A romantic comedy, 
seasoned with music and dance, it tells in a funny and sarcastic way what it costs to become a famous 
actor among the thousands of aspiring actors who come to Bollywood every year.

DIL DHADAKNE DO
14	JULY	

(Zoya Akhtar / 2015 / Hindi with Spanish subtitles / 170 mins)

Dil Dhadakne do (Let your heart beat) tells the story of a dysfunctional Punjabi family who invite 
their family and friends on a 10-day Mediterranean cruise to celebrate the parents’ 30th wedding 
anniversary.

INDIA	DAY	IN	THE	INTERNATIONAL	FILM	WEEK	OF	VALLADOLID	(SEMINCI)	2016	
26	OCTOBER,	TEATRO	ZORRILLA,	VALLADOLID	

On Wednesday 26 October the International Film Week of Valladolid (SEMINCI) celebrated India Day on 
the occasion of 60 years of diplomatic relations between Spain and the Asian country. It was supported 
by Casa de la India, the Embassy of India in Spain, the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and 
Qatar Airways. The activities to commemorate this event included the award of a Golden Spike of 
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Honour to the actor Kabir Bedi, known worldwide for bringing to life the main character of the TV 
series Sandokan in 1976. Besides this role, Kabir Bedi (Bombay, 1946) is one of the most popular 
international actors in India, where he continues to work, shooting movies for film and television. His 
career spans nearly four decades and encompasses theatre, film and television. He began his career 
in Indian theatre and soon started working on Bollywood productions. The popularity of the series 
Sandokan led him to participate in hit series such as Dynasty, Murder She Wrote, Magnum or Knight 
Rider, and in films such as John Glenn’s Octopussy (1983), The Beast (1988) by Kevin Reynolds and 
Marco Ponti’s A/R Andata + Ritorno (2004). Kabir Bedi is today one of Bollywood’s biggest stars and 
has shot more than 60 films, including Taj Mahal: An Eternal Love Story (2005). The actor received 
the Golden Ear of Honour at the India Day Gala, which screened the film Bandit Queen by Shekhar 
Kapur (1994), premiered in the Official Section of the 39th Edition of SEMINCI. This film was chosen 
on the back of the tribute the festival paid to the producer Bobby Bedi, who also received the Golden 
Spike of Honour of SEMINCI. Considered one of the most important producers in India, his Kaleidos-
cope Entertainment company in Mumbai has produced eleven feature films, including Bandit Queen 
(1994), Fire (1996), Saathiya (2002), Maqbool (2003) (screened during the season titled The Other 
Bollywood Films during the 57th edition of Seminci), American Daylight (2004), The Rising (2005), 
Chintu Ji (2009) and Mango (2016). 

This edition of SEMINCI also screened the production by Bobby Bedi, Maqbool, directed by Vishal 
Bhardwaj, which brought Shakespeare’s Macbeth to present-day Bombay. 

Also present at the 61st edition of SEMINICI was the filmmaker Deepa Mehta, who participated in the 
official section with the film Anatomy of Violence, and the director Dilip Mehta, who presented Mostly 
Sunny in the Time for History section.

India Day culminated in the glass pavilion of the Science Museum with an Indian cocktail dinner 
sponsored by the Embassy of India in Spain, and a concert by the Taaltantra group, led by the famous 
percussionist Tanmoy Bose, with which they closed their tour in Spain sopported by the ICCR of the 
Government of India.
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2.2.2.	 OTHER	SCREENINGS	

SURAJ	KA	SATVAN	GHODA	(SEVENTH	HORSE	OF	THE	SUN)	
13	JANUARY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

On the occasion of "International Hindi Day", Casa de la India, in collaboration with the Embassy of India 
in Spain and XPD Division, organised the screening of the following film in Hindi:

Suraj ka Satvan Ghoda (Seventh Horse of the Sun). Dir. Shyam Benegal / 1992 / Hindi subtitles in English 
/ 130 mins / DVD colour. Winner of the Indian Directorate of Film Festivals National Film Award for Best 
Feature Film in Hindi in 1993, this feature film is based on the novel of the same name by Dharamvir 
Bharati, one of the pioneers of modern literature in Hindi. 

In Suraj Ka Satvan Ghoda the narrator, Manik Mulla (Rajit Kapur), tells three stories of the three women, 
Neena Gupta (a poor woman), Pallavi Joshi (an intellectual woman) and Rajeshwari Sachdev (a middle-
class woman), he had met at different times in his life.

MARGARITA	WITH	A	STRAW	
14	APRIL,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

The film Margarita with a Straw was screened as part of the exhibition Women by Women. Dir. Shonali 
Bose / 2014 / Duration 100 mins / VOSE / DVD colour.

Laila Kapoor is a romantic young woman, a secret rebel tied to a wheelchair. Without letting her cerebral 
palsy hold her back, she embarks on a journey of sexual and personal discovery that will lead her to a 
break away from herself and the people closest to her. It is in the intensity of these bonds where she 
finds the strength to be her real self. Shonali Bose flees from sentimentality and brings us naturally to 
the courage of a young woman who does not see cerebral palsy as a barrier to getting what she wants. 

The film was one of the projects selected for the Work In Progress Lab of Film Bazaar 2013 and won the 
NETPAC award at the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) 2014, Best Actress in Tallinn Black Nights 
and the Audience and Young Jury Award at the Vesoul Film Festival (France) 2015.

MANGO	
18	JUNE,	AULA	MAGNA	OF	THE	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID	

Special screening of the film Mango, directed by Abbas Tyrewala. Shot in the state of Goa, the film tells 
the story of a frantic night in the lives of five maniacs, whose stories are intertwined. Love, money, 
friendship and betrayal mark the plot of this feature film produced by Bobby Bedi.

PRESENTATION	OF	THE	"INDIAN	WAY"	FILM	PROJECT	
14	OCTOBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

This event involved David Blanco, director, producer and co-writer of Indian Way, and Menene Gras, 
Director of Culture and Exhibitions of Casa Asia. David Blanco, director of Indian Way, came to present 
his project and raise funds to make the road movie of an emotional story based on real events: "that of 
two men who want to change their destiny in a country like India, whose religious and cultural syncretism 
make up a broad social base whose extreme complexity is an obstacle to success at the first attempt." 
Even more so in this case when the survival of the protagonists becomes a form of coexistence at the 
limit.
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FILM	SEASON:	FORMS	OF	DEVOTION	
17	&	24	NOVEMBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

On the occasion of the temporary exhibition titled Forms of Devotion: Art and Spirituality in India Today, 
parallel screenings were organised that included the following documentary films:

HINDU NECTAR: SPIRITUAL WANDERINGS IN INDIA
(Director: Akanksha Joshi / 2014 / VOSE / 49 mins)

This documentary narrates the journey of a daughter to the nectar of the stories and songs she heard 
as a child. Weaving old texts in the fabric of modern life, she absorbs from her mother the rediscovery of 
the land of her childhood, where religion was synonymous with celebrating life in all its colours.

STUDIOS OF DEVOTION
(Director: Goutam Ghose / VO / 50 mins)

This documentary visits votive artists and their studies in different parts of India. The spirit of devotion 
and spirituality as it is practised in contemporary India is examined and the aim is to offer a vision of its 
world based on inspiration.

2.2.3.	 SCREENINGS	IN	OTHER	CITIES	

FILM	SEASON:	FORMS	OF	DEVOTION
12-19	NOVEMBER,	CONDE	DUQUE	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	MADRID	

On the occasion of the temporary exhibition titled Forms of Devotion: Art and Spirituality in India Today, 
which was held at Conde Duque Cultural Centre from 13 October 2016 to 15 January 2017, this cultural 
centre proposed a series of parallel activities to contextualise the exhibition, including this film season. It 
screened the Hindu Nectar documentaries: Spiritual Wanderings in India (2014), by filmmaker Akanksha 
Joshi, and Studios of Devotion by director Goutam Ghose, as well as Satyajit Ray’s 1960 film Devi (The 
Goddess), nominated for the Palme d’Or for best film in the 1962 Cannes Film Festival.

DEVI (THE GODDESS )
(Director: Satyajit Ray / 1960 / VOSE / 94 mins)
In rural Bengal of 1860, Doyamoyee and her husband Umaprasad live with his family. His father, Kalikinkar 
Roy, is a devout follower of the goddess Kali. When Umaprasad goes to college, Doyamoyee takes care 
of his father-in-law. One afternoon Kalikinkar dreams that Doyamoyee is an avatar of Kali and that 
she should be worshipped as such. Other people soon believe the same thing. After hearing the news, 
Umaprasad returns home but is unable to remedy the situation, as Doyamoyee herself thinks she is an 
avatar.

THE	FILMS	OF	ZOYA	AKHTAR	AT	CASA	ASIA	FILM	WEEK
13	NOVEMBER,	GIRONA	

The main objective of the Casa Asia Film Week (CAFW) is to offer a contemporary portrait of 21st-century 
Asian societies. In the 2016 edition, Casa de la India collaborated with the screening of Zoya Akhtar’s Dil 
Dhadakne do (Let the Heart Beat), shown on 13 November in Girona.
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2.3.	 PERFORMING	ARTS	AND	MUSIC

2.3.1.	 SPECIAL	SEASON	OF	PERFORMING	ARTS	AND	MUSIC.		
	 60TH	ANNIVERSARY	INDIA	SPAIN	DIPLOMATIC	RELATIONS	

NEW	YEAR´S	CONCERT	WITH	L.	SUBRAMANIAM	AND	THE	OSCYL
9	JANUARY,	MIGUEL	DELIBES	AUDITORIUM	(SYMPHONIC	HALL),	VALLADOLID

The musician L. Subramaniam performed with the OSCYL (Symphonic Orchestra of Castile and León) at 
the New Year´s Concert staged at the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre, inaugurating the events comme-
morating 60 years of diplomatic relations between Spain and India. The concert, conducted by Vicente 
Alberola, was organised by the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre of the Castile and León Regional Govern-
ment in collaboration with the Embassy of India in Spain, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) 
and Casa de la India. 

L. Subramaniam is an accomplished composer, conductor and violinist. Trained in South Indian Carnatic 
and western classical music, he is also known for his virtuoso performances and jazz-fusion composi-
tions. His numerous collaborations have brought him into contact with some of the greatest names in 
music, such as Yehudi Menuhin, Stéphane Grappelli and Herbie Hancock. L. Subramaniam has composed 
for several Western classical orchestras and ballets and was music consultant for Peter Brook for his 
theatrical version of the Mahabharata. He has also composed the soundtracks of well-known films, inclu-
ding Salaam Bombay and Mississippi Masala by Mira Nair, and worked as a soloist on Little Buddha 
by Bernardo Bertolucci and Cotton Mary by Ismail Merchant. Subramaniam has received numerous 
awards and prizes, including the coveted Padma Bhushan of the Republic of India and the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi National Academy Award for Indian Music, Dance and Theatre.

SUBRAMANIA	GROUP	IN	CONCERT
10	JANUARY,	MIGUEL	DELIBES	AUDITORIUM	(CHAMBER	HALL),	VALLADOLID
12	JANUARY,	CAIXAFORUM,	MADRID
14	JANUARY,	TEATRO	CAMPOS	ELÍSEOS,	BILBAO

SubraMania presented the best of contemporary world music with singer Bindu Subramaniam ("third-
generation prodigy", The Hindustan Times) and violinist Ambi Subramaniam ("the new king of Indian 
classical violin", Times of India) at the head of this innovative group. SubraMania has firmly established 
itself on the world music stage, based on the multi-generation musical tradition that continues to move 
forward with its own sound. 

The concert featured original material by the band in English and Indian languages, a fusion of Indian 
music with jazz, world music and rock-pop. The concerts, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations), were organised by the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre of the Castile and León 
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Regional Government, Fundació La Caixa and the Asiatic Research Institute (Bilbao) in collaboration 
with the Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India.

KATHAKALI	THEATRE	DEMONSTRATION	PERFORMANCE
31	JANUARY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Kathakali dance-theatre show performed by the Kottakkal company, led by Nanda Kumaran Nair, with 
the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR).

Kottakkal Nanda Kumaran Nair was born in Desamangalam, Kerala in 1945 and has studied in diffe-
rent parts of the state. It was the guru Shri Kottakkal Krishnan Kutty Nair at the PSV Natya Sangham 
University in Kottakkal who, from 1963, taught him to interpret the Kathakali classical theatre style. He 
also trained at the Ottamthullal dance-theatre with the gurus Shri Kalamandalam Divakaran Nair and 
Shri Malabar Kannan Nair of the Kerala Kalamandalam University of Cheruthuruthy. As an experienced 
Kathakali artist, he has performed and given workshops around the world (Brazil, Paris, Sweden, Ireland, 
Italy, Germany, Portugal, Singapore, Beijing, Suzhui, Hangzhou and Shanghai in China, Pyongyang 
in North Korea and in several cities in Indonesia and Malaysia). As an independent Kathakali actor, 
Kottakkal Nanda Kumaran Nair has also worked with Annet Leday of the Kelly Association of Paris, 
representing the play King Lear in 1992.

VISHWA	MOHAN	BHATT
13	MARCH,	EL	ALBÉITAR	THEATRE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	LEÓN,	LEÓN
15	MARCH,	AULA	MAGNA	OF	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID,	VALLADOLID
16	MARCH,	CONDE	DUQUE	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	MADRID

The renowned Indian musician Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, accompanied on stage by tabla player Himanshu 
Mahant, offered a musical programme with his elegant and versatile style. The famous Vishwa Mohan 
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Bhatt, Grammy award winner and creator of the Mohan Veena, captivated the public through his pure 
and delicate music. With his brilliant creation, the Mohan Veena (a stringed instrument), Mohan Bhatt 
has managed to reach the highest level of Indian classical music. The gripping renditions by Ravi 
Shankar’s disciple, which have reached more than ninety countries, have always received the enthu-
siasm of audiences around the world. Vishwa Mohan Bhatt is internationally renowned for his incredible 
"indianisation" of the Hawaiian guitar, incorporating sitar, sarod and veena techniques to perfection. 
In addition to the Mohan Veena, he has also created the Vishwa Veena instrument. Mohan Bhatt has 
brilliant speed and impeccable continuity when it comes to playing, which has made him one of the most 
expressive, versatile and impressive musicians in the world. In 1994, he won the Grammy Award along 
with Ry Cooder for his album in the world music category A meeting by the river, which increased his 
fame as a musician and great composer. Vishwa Mohan Bhatt has received many other awards for his 
music throughout his career, including the Padma Shri in 2002 and the Padma Bhushan in 2017, both 
awarded by the Government of India, the Sangeet Natak Academy Award (National Music Academy of 
India) in New Delhi in 1999, the Musical Scientist Award in 1996 in Bangalore, India, Honorary Citizen of 
Canada in Toronto, Canada in 1990, and Honorary Citizen of the United States in Maryland, USA in 1989. 
The concerts, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), were organised by Casa 
de la India, the University of León, the University of Valladolid’s Centro Buendía and the Conde Duque 
Cultural Centre of Madrid in collaboration with the Embassy of India in Spain and Qatar Airways.

AAMAD	KATHAK	DANCE	GROUP
5	OCTOBER,	AUDITORIUM	OF	LEÓN,	LEÓN
6	OCTOBER,	CONDE	DUQUE	CULTURAL	CENTRE	THEATRE,	MADRID

The Aamad Kathak Dance Group is led by Rani Khanam, one of the most delicate and subtle Kathak 
classical dancers on today’s stage Her style shows great knowledge of the tradition of this dance, which 
she has given a new dimension that has served as inspiration for future generations. Powerful and very 
imaginative, Rani Khanam exhibits a spectacular technique in dance and in the art of expression or 
abhinaya. Rani Khanam always believed in herself and had the courage to follow her dreams, which has 
made her today the only Indo-Muslim Kathak classical dancer, an achievement that inspired her to dance 
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Islamic verses and verses by the Sufi mystic poets. She has received numerous awards, including the 5th 
National Women Excellence Award, the Asian Cultural Council Fellowship in "World Dance and Islamic 
Culture" and the Government of India "Fellowship and the Indian Foundation’s Award" as one of the most 
outstanding Kathak dancers on the national stage in India. During the last two decades Rani Khanam has 
performed regularly at prestigious international and national festivals. 

Her dance performances in Spain were sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and 
organised by Casa de la India, Conde Duque Cultural Centre and the University of León in collaboration 
with the Embassy of India in Spain and Qatar Airways.

TAALTANTRA	GROUP
16	OCTOBER,	CAIXAFORUM,	BARCELONA	
18	OCTOBER,	ALBÉITAR	THEATRE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	LEÓN,	LEÓN	
21	OCTOBER,	NIEMEYER	CENTRE,	AVILÉS	(OVIEDO)
23	OCTOBER,	CÍRCULO	DE	BELLAS	ARTES,	MADRID	
25	OCTOBER,	CASA	DE	LA	CULTURA	DE	SAN	BARTOLOMÉ	DE	TIRAJANA,	CANARY	ISLANDS	
26	OCTOBER,	GLASS	PAVILION	(SCIENCE	MUSEUM),	VALLADOLID

Considered one of the best tabla players in the world, Indian percussionist Tanmoy Bose has become 
one of India’s international musical ambassadors. He has been the accompanist tabla player of music 
legends like Ravi Shankar and Amjad Ali Khan, among others. Besides a classical repertoire, he has 
collaborated in different projects around the world and created the musical group "Taaltantra", which 
fuses different styles of music. Tanmoy also participated in two albums that were awarded a Grammy: 
"Concert for George" and "Full Circle". Tanmoy Bose has composed music for several films, which won 
national awards in India, and for various documentaries and ballets.

The concerts of the Taaltantra group, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), were 
organised by Casa de la India, Fundació La Caixa, University of León, Niemeyer Centre, Círculo de Bellas 
Artes and Casa de la Cultura de San Bartolomé de Tirajana in collaboration with the Embassy of India in 
Spain, Casa de la India and Qatar Airways.

2.3.2.	 INDIA	IN	CONCERT	FESTIVAL
As part of "India Spain 2016: 60 years of Diplomatic Relations", a new edition of the India in Concert 
Festival was organised in Spain from 30 May to 5 June. It aims to bring the talent, creativity and cultural 
richness of India to the public in Spain through music and dance. 

The "India in Concert Festival" was held in 2016 after the success of the previous three editions, which 
included artists such as Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia (flute), Fakira Khan (‘Manganiyar’ folk music), 
Narmadha Gopalakrihnan (violin), P. Unnikrishann (Carnatic music), T.A.S. Mani (percussion), Sonal 
Mansingh (Odissi dance), Maitreyee Pahari (Lok Chhanda dance) and Rujuta Soman (Kathak dance). 
In the first two editions, the concerts were attended by guests of honour such as Her Majesty Queen 
Sofia and Her Royal Highness Princess Irene of Greece, who also presided over one of the concerts 
in 2016.

The "India in Concert Festival " 2016, which was attended by about 4,000 people in Madrid, Valladolid, 
León and Seville, included the Odissi dance group led by Madhavi Mudgal, the percussion group of Vikku 
Vinayakram and the sarod performers Amaan and Ayaan Ali Khan.
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The biennial festival, sponsored by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), was organised by 
Casa de la India and the Embassy of India in Spain in collaboration with the University of León, Fundación 
Tres Culturas (Seville), LAVA / Laboratory of the Arts of Valladolid - Municipal Foundation for Culture, 

Teatros del Canal (Madrid) and Qatar Airways.

MADHAVI	MUDGAL	GROUP	(ODISSI	DANCE)
30	MAY,	LEÓN	AUDITORIUM,	LEÓN
1	JUNE,	FUNDACIÓN	TRES	CULTURAS,	SEVILLE	
4	JUNE,	LAVA	(LABORATORY	OF	THE	ARTS	OF	VALLADOLID),	VALLADOLID	
5	JUNE,	TEATROS	DEL	CANAL,	MADRID

Madhavi Mudgal, the first student of the legendary guru Kelucharan Mohapatra, is one of India’s leading 
classical dancers. She embodies elegance and sophistication by blending modern preferences with the 
traditional philosophy of East India to create the art of lyrical dance ‘Odissi’ (one of the 8 classical 
dances of India, originating from the state of Orissa). The unique character of her performances is due 
to the delicacy of her abhinaya (the expressiveness of the dance), Her musical knowledge and sense of 
aesthetics. Madhavi Mudgal, internationally known not only for her work as a dancer but also for her 
choreographies, has numerous awards such as the Sanskriti Prize, the Padma Shri, the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi (National Academy of Music, Dance and Theatre Of India), Grande Medaille de la Ville de Paris 
and the Chevalier de l’ordre des arts et des lettres of the Government of France. On her Spanish tour she 
was accompanied by four dancers and live musicians.

VIKKU	VINAYAKRAM	GROUP	(PERCUSSION)
1	JUNE,	LEÓN	AUDITORIUM,	LEÓN	
2	JUNE,	LAVA	(LABORATORY	OF	THE	ARTS	OF	VALLADOLID),	VALLADOLID	
3	JUNE,	TEATROS	DEL	CANAL,	MADRID

Winner of a Grammy Award in 1991 for World Music best album for his participation in Mickey Hart’s 
Planet Drum LP, Vikku Vinayakram is one of the world’s great percussionists. He has been the driving 
force behind the ghatam percussion instrument, which consists of a clay vessel traditionally used in 
the Carnatic music of southern India. Among his many awards, the Government of India has given him 
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the Padma Shri and the Padma Bhushan, one of the highest civil awards, and he has also won the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Prize (National Academy of Music, Dance and Theatre Academy of India). On 
the Carnatic music scene, Vinayakram is famous for his innovative way of playing and his extensive 
knowledge and mastery of rhythm. Vinayakram’s encounter with the world of international music came 
in the early 1970s when he decided to join the Shakti group and play the gatham with John McLaughlin 
and Zakir Hussain. On his Spanish tour, Vikku was accompanied by 6 musicians, including his son V. 
Selvaganesh on the kanjira, also a member of the group Shakti.

AMAAN	AND	AYAAN	ALI	KHAN	GROUP	(SAROD)
2	JUNE,	LEÓN	AUDITORIUM,	LEÓN	
3	JUNE,		LAVA	(LABORATORY	OF	THE	ARTS	OF	VALLADOLID),	VALLADOLID	
4	JUNE	,	TEATROS	DEL	CANAL,	MADRID

Amaan and Ayaan Ali Khan are descendants of the great musician Amjad Ali Khan, who introduced them 
to the world of the sarod, a string instrument used in Hindu classical music of Northern India. Although 
rooted in traditional Indian music, Ayaan has experimented with genres such as electronic music, while 
Amaan has forged a distinctive style marked by his precise harmonies. Besides collaborating with 
numerous artists and composing soundtracks, both have performed over the years at prominent venues 
such as the Royal Festival Hall in London, the Palace of Fine Arts in Brussels, the Esplanade in Singapore 
and Oslo City Hall (Ceremony of the Nobel Peace Prize). On their Spanish tour, they were accompanied by 
the excellent tabla players Tanmoy Bose and Satyajit Talwalkar. 

2.3.3.	 PRODUCTION	AND	TOUR	OF	THE	KIJOTE	KATHAKALI	PLAY
22	&	23	JULY,	INTERNATIONAL	FESTIVAL	OF	CLASSICAL	THEATRE	OF	ALMAGRO,	ALMAGRO	(CIUDAD	REAL)		
26	JULY,	ESTIVAL	UVA	(UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID	SUMMER	FESTIVAL),	VALLADOLID	
29	JULY,	NIEMEYER	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	AVILÉS	(OVIEDO)	
30	&	31	JULY,	VERANOS	DE	LA	VILLA,	NAVES	DEL	ESPAÑOL	(MATADERO),	MADRID

On the occasion of the 4th centennial of Cervantes’ death and the 60 years of diplomatic relations 
between Spain and India, Casa de la India, the Almagro International Classical Theatre Festival and the 



41

CULTURE ANNUAL 
REPORT

2016

Margi Kathakali Company of Trivandrum (India) co-produced Kijote Kathakali, a play directed by the 
Spaniard Ignacio Garcia that puts two traditions together to dialogue, and merge together. It is a total 
theatrical experience, an explosion of colour, music and non-verbal language as a form of expression. 
All this made Kijote Kathakali a sensorial experience that brings together the treasures of the cultural 
heritages of India and Spain. 

The project was developed with the executive production of Casa de la India and the support of the 
Almagro International Classical Theatre Festival, the Indian Ministry of Culture and Valladolid City 
Council Municipal Foundation for Cultura (LAVA Theatre). After a theatrical laboratory in Trivandrum 
with the Indian Kathakali actors and an artistic residence in Valladolid, the play was staged in Almagro, 
Valladolid, Avilés (Oviedo) and Madrid. 

Declared as a Masterpiece of Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO, Kathakali theatre 
originates in the Kerala region of southern India and uses the body as a tool and gestures as the main 
vehicle for narrating stories. This journey to India by Don Quixote shows that Alonso Quijano’s is our 
most universal story in which the colourful makeup of the kathakali actor is combined with the lands-
cape of a place in La Mancha.
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MARGI KATHAKALI COMPANY OF TRIVANDRUM (INDIA)
Co-produced by Casa de la India, Almagro International Classical Theatre Festival and the Margi 
Kathakali Company of Trivandrum (India) 
With the support of the Ministry of Culture of the Government of India 
With the collaboration of the Embassy of India in Spain, LAVA/Laboratory of the Arts of Valladolid–Valla-
dolid city’s Municipal Foundation for Culture, University of Valladolid Centro Buendía and Qatar Airways.

Directed by Ignacio García
Written by Ignacio García and Dr. P. Venugopalan
Associate Director Mónica de la Fuente
Choreography Dr. P. Venugopalan y Mónica de la Fuente
Lighting design Juanjo Llorens
Video Art Juan Carlos Quindós de la Fuente
Musical Composition Ignacio García y Compañía Margi
Assistant to the Director Amparo Pascual
Voice off stage José Sacristán
Technical Director Juan Ignacio Arteagabeitia (Atila)
Deputy Technical Director Jesús Zurutuza
Sound Technicians Juan Ignacio Arteagabeitia (Atila) and Xabier Saenz
Lighting Technician Jesús Zurutuza
Road Manager and translator S. Sasikumar
Advisors Dr. P. Venugopalan and Guillermo Rodríguez Martín
Production Coordinators Guillermo Rodríguez Martin and David Rodríguez Gómez

ACTORS
Alonso Quijano Nelliyodu Vasudevan Namboodiri
Sancho Margi Vijayan
Don Quixote Kalamandalam Pradeepu
Wheelwright Margi Suresh
Rakshasa and lion Kalamandalam Balakrishnan
Rakshasa Kalamandalam Parthasarathy
Dulcinea Kalamandalam Sudeep
Carrasco, Knight of the Mirrors and Knight of the White Moon Kalamandalam Balasubramaniam

MUSICIANS
Pathiyoor Sankaran Kutty (singer)
Kalamandalam Visnu (singer)
Kalamandalam Krishna Das (chenda)
Margi Retnakaram (maddalam)

MAKEUP AND WARDROBE
Margi Raveendran Pillai (chutty) 
Margi Sreekumar (chutty)
Pallippuram Unnikrishnan (wardrobe)
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2.3.4.	 OTHER	PERFORMANCES

RABINDRANATH	TAGORE	MEMORIAL:	VIOLIN	CONCERT	BY	HANS	VERMEERSCH		
7	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

Casa de la India celebrated the "Rabindranath Tagore Memorial", coinciding with the anniversary of the 
birth of the writer, musician, educator and painter Rabindranath Tagore. 

Tagore was one of the most influential people of his time not only in India but also in other countries, 
where he spread his ideas about the human being and became ambassador of the culture of India. Known 
globally for being the first Asian Nobel laureate, Rabindranath Tagore can be considered the total man: 
multifaceted and prolific in his literary writings (poetry, drama, novels, articles, short stories, etc.). He was 
also a philosopher, painter, social reformer, songwriter and educator, with the foundation of a new school 
and later a university in Santiniketan, where students are trained outdoors in the values of goodness, 
truth and love for peace. "My school is not a cage. My school is a nest", he maintained. 

In the musical creation facet of Rabindranath Tagore, his journey to England in 1878 to study law at 
University College London was very important. He returned to India without completing his studies, but 
the two years he lived in England were crucial to his musical creation, as he began to mix the classical 
ragas of India with the influence of Western music. During his lifetime, Tagore wrote more than two 
thousand songs, two of which, Amar Shonar Bangla and Jana Gana Pete Manana, are the anthems of 
Bangladesh and India, respectively. Their songs gave rise to an entire genre known as Rabindrasangeet 
(Rabindranath songs). 

In 2016, we wanted to highlight this musical facet of the Bengali genius by arranging a violin recital by 
Hans Vermeersch (Knokke-Heist, Belgium) with a repertoire of songs composed by Rabindranath Tagore 
entitled "The charming music of Rabindranath Tagore".

"RASA	Y	DUENDE,	PAISAJE	INTERIOR	DEL	CANTE	JONDO"		
(RASA	AND	DUENDE,	INTERIOR	LANDSCAPE	OF	CANTE	JONDO)		
5	JUNE,	LAVA	(LABORATORY	OF	THE	ARTS	OF	VALLADOLID),	VALLADOLID	

Dance and music show inspired by the poems of Federico Garcia Lorca’s Cante Jondo, where the 
experience of the singing is dissected and turned into image, sound and movement. 

An exploration of the relationship between the poetic image, the primitive and stylised sound of flamenco 
and dance inspired by the contemporary languages of India and Spain. These languages talk with each 
other and delve into the true sense of movement, where, according to Lorca, "the magic operates on the 
body like air on sand. It converts, with magical power, a girl into a lunar paralytic, or fills with adolescent 
blushes a broken, old man who begs in the wine shops and in every moment works on the arms with 
expressions that are the mothers of the dance of all time..." 
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Lorca’s prose in his writings on the combination of magic and cante jondo is the voice that guides us 
from the present to the time of Lorca and to the age-old backdrop. Experiences in the form of vignettes 
that capture the senses in a journey back in time and space to meet with Sufi, Byzantine and even Hindu 
influences. 

Rasa in the classic aesthetic of India refers to the nine basic emotions common to all human beings. The 
artistic expression of these emotions creates an aesthetic space for experiencing art beyond cultural 
boundaries, as it reaches transcendence, also referred to as magic in Lorca’s work. 

The dance and music show was performed by the following artists:

Mónica de la Fuente, choreographer and dancer dedicated for more than twenty years to Classical Indian 
Dance, from where she sets off to create her own contemporary dance language. José Salinas, singer and 
percussionist, this time he delves into the primitive sounds of flamenco to turn them into a soundscape. 
Carlos Blanco, classical and flamenco guitarist, who explores intercultural connections through his music. 
Nacho Corral, musicologist and veena and harmonium player. And as a guest artist, Yonder Rodríguez 
(tabla, percussion). 

SITAR	AND	TABLA	CONCERT	BY	SUBRATA	DE	AND	YONDER	RODRÍGUEZ		
12	NOVEMBER,	MIGUEL	DELIBES	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	VALLADOLID	

During the Biennial of Heritage Restoration and Management (AR&PA) and organised by the Castile and 
León Regional Governement, Biennial AR&PA and Casa de la India, a concert was held by the sitarist 
Subrata De, accompanied on the tabla by Yonder Rodríguez in the Experimental Theatre of the Miguel 
Delibes Cultural Centre.

The music of Subrata De, a sitarist based in New Delhi, stands out for his mastery of improvisation and 
his ability to breathe life and originality into the classical themes. He has performed in numerous inter-
national festivals and in numerous cities in Europe, Asia, America and Oceania, accompanying important 
performers from India and collaborating with other international musical traditions.
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2.4.	 LITERATURE

2.4.1.	 BOOK	PRESENTATIONS	

LA	MIRADA	OCCIDENTAL	(THE	WESTERN	VIEW)	BY	PEDRO	CARRERO		
28	JANUARY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Presentation of the book La mirada occidental: la India en los escritores extranjeros contemporáneos 
(The western view: India in contemporary foreign writers) (Editorial Tirant Lo Blanch) by Pedro Carrero, 
organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the publishing house Tirant Lo Blanch. The presenta-
tion was attended by the author Pedro Carrero, the writer and publisher Agustín Pániker, the publisher 
of Tirant Lo Blanch, María José Gálvez and the director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez. 

The book is a collection of studies on contemporary Western writers who, in some of their works, have 
referred to India in any of its various manifestations. All but one of these authors travelled to India and 
some of them remained there for a long time. Their visions and interpretations of India can be discussed 
and revised, but it is important to remember that the construction of the idea of a country, its mosaic 
of cultures and its polyhedral reality also involves how it is seen by foreigners. This work also includes 
studies on two Indian authors of special relevance, which stand as a contrast and complement to the 
Western vision.

THROUGH	THE	EYES	OF	GIRLS		
28	APRIL,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

As part of the exhibition "Women by women", the book Through the eyes of girls was presented by María 
de Muns and Violeta Medina (NGO Colores de Calcuta) and the photographer Ricardo Otazo, organised 
by Casa de la India in collaboration with the NGO Colores de Calcuta. 

A journey through the eyes of 30 girls and teenagers who live in a shelter called Anand Bhavan (which 
in Bengali means "house of joy") in Calcutta. Over six months, they held a photography workshop where 
they learned to use a camera for the first time with three professional photographers from India (Asis 
Kumar Sanyal, Jayanta Saha and Kushal Gangopadhyay). This book contains the photographs they took 
in the workshop, in which they portrayed the streets of their city, their neighbourhood of Pilkhana 
(known as "The City of Joy" thanks to the book by Dominique Lapierre), their families and different 
moments of their everyday life.
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LAS	RATAS	(THE	RATS)	BY	MIGUEL	DELIBES	IN	BENGALI		
16	JUNE,	TEATRO	ZORRILLA	(EXPERIMENTAL	THEATRE),	VALLADOLID

The Valladolid Book Fair, with the collaboration of Casa de la India in Valladolid, hosted a roundtable and 
presentation of Las ratas (Critics’ Prize in 1963) in Bengali, published by Radical Impression. The transla-
tion and publication was made possible thanks to a grant given by the Ministry of Education, Culture and 
Sport of the Government of Spain for the promotion of translation projects into foreign languages. The 
roundtable was attended by the translator, Asesh Ray, the Director of the regional newspaper "El Norte 
de Castilla", Carlos Aganzo, the Director of the Miguel Delibes Chair at the University of Valladolid, Pilar 
Celma, and Miguel Delibes’s biographer, Ramón García. 

WHEN	MIRRORS	ARE	WINDOWS:	A	VIEW	OF	INDIAN	POETICS	BY	GUILLERMO	RODRÍGUEZ		
10	OCTOBER,	AULA	TRISTE	OF	THE	PALACE	OF	SANTA	CRUZ,	VALLADOLID

On the occasion of the presentation in Valladolid of the book When Mirrors Are Windows: A View of A.K. 
Ramanujan’s Poetics, Guillermo Rodríguez, published by Oxford University Press in July 2016, a round-
table was held titled "When Mirrors Are Windows: a look at Indian Poetics", based on the work and figure 
of the poet, essayist, translator and Indian academic A.K. Ramanujan (1929-1993). The event, organised 
by the Culture Group of "El Norte de Castilla" newspaper in collaboration with the University of Valla-
dolid and Casa de la India, was attended by the author of the book, Guillermo Rodríguez, Carlos Aganzo, 
Director of the regional newspaper "El Norte de Castilla", Sushma K. Bahl, art critic and writer, and Berta 
Cano, Director of the Department of English Philology of the University of Valladolid. 

When Mirrors Are Windows: A View of A.K. Ramanujan’s Poetics is a monographic study of the most 
prominent Indian poet, translator, folklorist and essayist of the second half of the twentieth century, A.K. 
Ramanujan (1929-1993). The book is an exploration of his poetic and aesthetic thinking from a multi-
disciplinary and intercultural perspective. It also exposes for the first time prose, diaries and poems 
unpublished and unknown to date. It is based on Guillermo Rodríguez’s 2006 doctoral thesis entitled 
"The Aesthetic and Poetic Thought of A.K. Ramanujan" (1929-1993), directed by Dr Pilar Abad (Univer-
sity of Valladolid) and Dr S. Murali (University of Kerala, India). It is the result of a pioneering investiga-
tion into the life and work of this contemporary author carried out over more than ten years in South 
India and at the University of Chicago (USA), home to the legacy of A.K. Ramanujan, a multidisciplinary 
author born in Mysore, South India, and who resided from 1959 in the USA where he held important 
academic positions as the main promoter of Dravidian studies (classical and mediaeval mystic literature 
of South India). 

In Spain, the poet and folklorist A.K. Ramanujan, known in India and USA for his famous translations of 
classical and medieval Indian poetry, has become known through the publication of his Folktales from 
India published in Spanish by Siruela in 2005.  
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BHAGAVAD	GITA	EDITED	BY	JUAN	ARNAU		
20	OCTOBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

The Bhagavadgita constitutes the essence of Hindu wisdom. Its pages have offered refuge and advice to 
countless generations and, since it was discovered by the West, it has become one of the most important 
works of universal literature. Humboldt, Tolstoy, Huxley, Gandhi, Emerson and Thoreau, among others, 
have expressed their admiration and enthusiasm for this philosophical poem, written in India around the 
2nd century BC.

The dialogue between Krisna and Arjuna before the battle of Kuruksetra reveals the ever-present lesson 
of how to live and act in the world. It offers clues about the meaning of life and draws a map of paths for 
the various human temperaments and inclinations: the path of disinterested action, that of knowledge 
and that of surrender. Honour, justice and destiny share leading role with love and friendship. This 
version, edited by Juan Arnau, writer, translator and astrophysicist, has been published by Atalanta. 

BEST	PRACTICES	MANUAL	FOR	CULTURAL	HERITAGE	MANAGEMENT	SPAIN-INDIA		
14	DECEMBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

In the last three years, Valladolid has had the privilege of collaborating with the city of Ahmedabad, 
creating a sustainable model of cultural heritage management in India thanks to the European Union-
funded "Cultural Heritage and Management Venture Lab in Ahmedabad, India". It is a pioneering project 
in India that has received support from Casa de la India of Valladolid as project coordinator and the project 
partners including the Valladolid City Council, the University of Valladolid and Ahmedabad University. 

One of the results of this project was the handbook of best practices created by all the partners and 
coordinated by the University of Valladolid. The handbook features practical examples of historic heritage 
management models in Valladolid, other cities in Spain, in Ahmedabad and in other heritage cities in 
India. It is to be used as a benchmark study for professionals, public officials and heritage management 
students in India. The manual is published by Julio Grijalba and Alberto Grijalba of the University of Valla-
dolid, Neel Kamal Chapagain of the Ahmedabad University and P.K.V. Nair of Ahmedabad City Council.

The presentation was attended by Julio Grijalba and Alberto Grijalba, professors of the University of 
Valladolid, Juan Manuel Guimerans, Director of the Area for Culture, Commerce and Tourism at Valla-
dolid City Council, and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India. 

EL	HIPOGRAMA	KRISHNA	Y	EL	OTRO	SAUSSURE		
(THE	KRISHNA	HYPOGRAM	AND	THE	OTHER	SAUSSURE)	BY	MARIO	COLL		
15	DECEMBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Poetry, linguistics, history and mythology go hand in hand in this original study by Mario Coll of the 
"Bhagavad Gita" of the Mahabharata, presented by the author at Casa de la India in an event organised 
by Casa de la India in collaboration with the publishing house Amargord. 

The father of modern linguistics, Ferdinand de Saussure, not only dictated in the morning the lessons 
of what was to be the Course of General Linguistics, which later revolutionised contemporary philology, 
but at night he embarked (obsessively) on a search for hidden names of gods and heroes, believing them 
to be intentionally disseminated by the classical poets. In this book Mario Coll explains how he has tried 
to find the phonetic evocation of the name of Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita, showing that the sounds 
that invoke Krishna are repeated insistently in accordance with the guidelines Saussure applied to other 
texts, and how such a find could have interesting consequences on the dating of a final version of the 
"Bhagavad Gita". 
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2.4.2.	 ROUNDTABLE	SESSIONS	

"NATYASASTRA,	DRAMATIC	ART	OF	INDIA"		
31	MARCH,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

To commemorate International Theatre Day (27 March), Casa de la India organised a round table on the 
Natyasastra, the ancient Indian treatise that contains the country’s millenary tradition of drama. Iván 
González Cruz, translator of El Natyasastra. Tratado fundamental de Poética, Composición y Artes 
Escénicas (The Natyasastra. Fundamental Treatise on Poetics, Composition and Performing Arts) (Edito-
rial Letra Capital) and author of El Natyasastra: la técnica del arte escénico (Natyasastra: the technique of 
the performing art) (Dilema Editorial), Mónica de la Fuente, dancer, choreographer and Indian performing 
arts expert, and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India participated in the session.

"INTERCULTURAL	CHALLENGES	AND	DIALOGUES	IN	THE	ADAPTATION	OF	DON	QUIXOTE		
TO	THE	CLASSIC	KATHAKALI	THEATRE	OF	INDIA"		
25	JULY,	COURTYARD	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

As part of the presentation in Valladolid of the production Kijote Kathakali, Casa de la India and the 
Centro Buendía (University of Valladolid) organised the roundtable entitled "Challenges and intercul-
tural dialogues in the adaptation of Don Quixote to the classical Kathakali theatre of India", with the 
participation of the playwright Dr Venugopalan, the associate director of the project, Mónica de la 
Fuente, the Professor of Spanish Literature of the University of Valladolid, Germán Vega, the director of 
the Extension and Culture Department of the University of Valladolid, Amelia Aguado and the director 
of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez.

2.4.3.	 LITERARY	COMPETITIONS	

MAHATMA	GANDHI	ESSAY	CONTEST	AWARDS	
On the occasion of the centenary of Mahatma Gandhi’s return to India (1915) and with the aim of insti-
lling a culture of peace in young people, the Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India convened 
the Mahatma Gandhi Essay Contest for schoolchildren in 2015 as part of the School Day of Peace (30 
January). 

After evaluating the 212 essays, 156 in the teenager category and 56 in the infants category, received 
from all over Spain including Madrid, Alicante, Burgos, Barcelona, A Coruña, Valladolid and León, as well 
as from Yacuanquer (Colombia), the jury, made up of Gandhi specialist Enrique Sánchez, Jesús Ojeda, 
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researcher in Social Sciences and peace issues, and Carlos Aganzo, writer and director of the regional 
newspaper "El Norte de Castilla", decided to award the following prizes:  In the teenager category, the 
first prize went to Carlos Reina Mendieta, second prize went to Juan Moro Jiménez and third prize was 
awarded to Patricia Gil Muñiz; in the infants category, the first prize was given to Esther San Juan Vigo, 
second prize to Álvaro Carracedo Alonso and third prize jointly to Sergio Martínez Olivera and Santiago 
Gómez Evain. The Ambassador of India to Spain awarded the prizes in different ceremonies.

2.4.4.	 INDIA	AT	THE	SEGOVIA	HAY	FESTIVAL	
For yet another year, Casa de la India collaborated with the literary and artistic Segovia Hay Festival, 
which is a meeting point for writers, filmmakers and other international personalities. In the 11th edition 
of the Segovia Hay Festival, India was the guest country, celebrating the 60th anniversary of its diplo-
matic relations with Spain. The representatives of India included the writer and editor Namita Gokhale; 
the former director of the Times of India and member of the Editorial Board of the newspaper, Dileep 
Padgaonkar; and the writers A. Sethumadhavan (Sethu), Kiran Nagarkar and Anuradha Roy. 

The events with Indian participation were organised by the Hay Festival in collaboration with Casa de la 
India, the Indian Ministry of Culture, Sahitya Akademi (Indian National Academy of Letters), the Embassy 
of India in Spain, Segovia City Council, Jaipur Literature Festival (JLF) and Teamwork Arts, AC/E (Acción 
Cultural Española), Regional Government Castile and León, IE University, the national newspaper El País, 
RENFE, Sabadell Foundation, BMW and the British Embassy.

INAUGURATION	OF	THE	SEGOVIA	HAY	FESTIVAL		
"THE TRANSFORMATION WE ARE LIVING" 

17	SEPTEMBER,	SANTA	CRUZ	LA	REAL-IE	UNIVERSITY	CAMPUS,	MAIN	HALL,	SEGOVIA

The newspaper El País hosted the opening debate of this edition of the Segovia Hay Festival, exploring 
the digital revolution that is shaping our lives. We are users of a continuous change. Thus, we drive the 
strategy of large enterprises in their constant transformation of the world. Representatives of BBVA 
and El País, among others, discussed the imminent challenges of a society that never ceases to reinvent 
itself. What does the future hold? The event was chaired by Indian journalist Dileep Padgaonkar, previous 
Director of the Times of India and member of the editorial board of the leading Indian newspaper. The 
theme of the digital revolution and the changes we are living was introduced by the British Ambassador 
to Spain, Simon Manley, and papers were read by the President of the IE Consultative Council, Rafael 
Benjumea, and the President of RENFE, Pablo Vázquez.

DILEEP	PADGAONKAR	IN	CONVERSATION	WITH	SUSANA	TORRES	
"A SOUTH ASIAN PERSPECTIVE" 

19	SEPTEMBER,	IE	UNIVERSITY,	SEGOVIA

With a journalistic career spanning 50 years, Dileep Padgaonkar directed the Times of India from 1988 
to 1994 and he was also a member of the editorial board of the leading Indian newspaper. He spoke with 
Susana Torres, professor of international relations. Doctor in Humanities from the Sorbonne University 



50

of Paris, France, Dileep Padgaonkar has worked in UNESCO, among other important institutions. Susana 
Torres Prieto holds a doctorate in Philology from the Complutense University of Madrid and is Doctor 
Europeus from the University of Cambridge, England.

NAMITA	GOKHALE	IN	CONVERSATION	WITH	MIGUEL	LARRAÑAGA	
"LITERARY ACTIVIST" 

20	SEPTEMBER,	IE	UNIVERSITY,	SEGOVIA

The year 2016 sees the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between our country and the Asian 
country. Writer and editor, Namita Gokhale has also founded and directs the Jaipur Literature Festival 
and Mountain Echoes: A Bhutan Literature Festival, among others. She has written 13 books, including 
Paro: Dreams of Passion, her first novel, The Book of Shiva, and the soon to be published Things to Leave 
Behind. As a literary activist, she passionately promotes literature in the languages of India around the 
world. She spoke with Miguel Larrañaga, professor of humanities and Vice-Chancellor of IE University.

NAMITA	GOKHALE	AND	NEETA	GUPTA	IN	CONVERSATION		
WITH	MIGUEL	LARRAÑAGA	AND	ELVIRA	MARCO	
"BOOK MARK" 

20	SEPTEMBER,	IE	UNIVERSITY,	SEGOVIA

Namita Gokahle and Neeta Gupta presented the famous Jaipur Literature Festival of India. Furthermore, 
for the first time the Segovia Hay Festival repeated its JLF Book Mark initiative, in collaboration with 
Acción Cultural Española (AC/E). A meeting point where leading literary agents, authors, editors and 
translators talk about new projects and sign contracts. An unbeatable stimulus of cultural and business 
relations between India and Spain. She spoke with the Director General of AC/E, Elvira Marco and Miguel 
Larrañaga, professor of Humanities and Vice-Chancellor of IE University.

A.	SETHUMADHAVAN	(SETHU),	KIRAN	NAGARKAR	AND	ANURADHA	ROY,		
IN	CONVERSATION	WITH	PETER	FLORENCE	
"CULTURE IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA" 

23	SEPTEMBER,	IE	UNIVERSITY,	SEGOVIA

A. Sethumadhavan, popularly known as Sethu, is an Indian novelist who writes in Malayalam, the main 
language of the state of Kerala. He is author of more than 35 books, many of which have been trans-
lated into English and other languages. He was given the Sahitya Akademi Award in 2007, 1982 and in 
1978. Kiran Nagarkar is an Indian novelist, playwright, screenwriter, film and theatre critic. He works 
in English and Marathi, the main language of the state of Maharashtra, and is known for his epic 1997 
novel, Cuckold, for which he was awarded the 2001 Sahitya Akademi Award in English. Anuradha Roy 
is an award-winning Indian novelist, journalist and director, and winner of the Shobha Chandra Savitri 
Memorial Prize conferred by the Congress of Indian History in 2015 for her book Cultural Communism 
in Bengal 1936-1952. These three Indian writers conversed with Peter Florence about their work and the 
role of literature in India today.

A.	SETHUMADHAVAN	AND	ANURADHA	ROY	IN	CONVERSATION	WITH	MAR	SANCHO	
"INDIAN LITERATURE TODAY"

24	SEPTEMBER,	PALACIO	QUINTANAR,	SEGOVIA

The writer and author A. Sethumadhavan, winner of the Sahitya Akademi Award, and Anarudha Roy, 
publisher, columnist and historian, winner of the Savitri Chandra Shobha Memorial Prize, spoke with 
Spanish poet and narrator Mar Sancho.

KIRAN	NAGARKAR	
"INDIA AND SPAIN, CULTURAL LINKS" 

25	SEPTEMBER,	IE	UNIVERSITY,	SEGOVIA

In this session, Kiran Nagarkar, winner of the Sahitya Akademi Award, one of the most prestigious prizes 
in India, offered his personal view of the cultural ties that unite India and Spain.
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	 SEGOVIA	HAY	FESTIVAL	IN	VALLADOLID	
Casa de la India and Segovia Hay Festival collaborated in a year that celebrates 60 years of diplomatic 
relations between Spain and India to bring some of the most outstanding Indian writers in this edition 
of the festival to Valladolid.

In addition to the events in Segovia, these complementary activities of the Segovia Hay Festival 
organized in Valladolid by Casa de la India and the Centro Buendía (University of Valladolid), with the 
support of the Indian Ministry of Culture, the Sahitya Akademi and the Embassy of India in Spain, in 
which the novelists Anuradha Roy and Kiran Nagarkar discussed Indian literature with the professors of 
the Department of English Philology of the University of Valladolid, Anunciación Carrera de la Red and 
Santiago Rodríguez: 

ANURADHA	ROY	IN	CONVERSATION	WITH	ANUNCIACIÓN	CARRERA	DE	LA	RED		
23	SEPTEMBER,	LOPE	DE	RUEDA	ASSEMBLY	HALL,	FACULTY	OF	PHILOSOPHY	AND	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID,	VALLADOLID

THE	WRITER	KIRAN	NAGARKAR	IN	CONVERSATION	WITH	SANTIAGO	RODRÍGUEZ		
24	SEPTEMBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
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2.5.	 OTHER	SPECIAL	CELEBRATIONS	AND	EVENTS

2.5.1.	 MUSEUM	DAY	AND	NIGHT	
18	&	21	MAY

Once again, Casa de la India joined the international initiative in celebrating the "International Museum 
Day" and the "European Night of Museums". The theme this year was "Museums and cultural landscapes".

Casa de la India had special opening times and a programme of activities, thereby joining the other 
museums and exhibition halls in the city for this coordinated initiative by Valladolid City Council. The 
public were offered guided visits of the exhibition, the library and the garden, as well as artistic perfor-
mances until the early hours of the morning with the following programme:

• Guided visits to the library titled "Tagore Universe" and to the garden, titled "A corner of Ahmedabad".
• Stand with information about Casa de la India.
• Painting Exhibition "Women by women", in the Ravi Shankar auditorium.
•  "Ravi Shankar corner" - on the first floor of the building, a sitar belonging to maestro Ravi Shankar, 

recently donated to Casa de la India by the Ravi Shankar Foundation, could be seen and it was possible 
to listen to music by Ravi Shankar in the chill out area.

• Screening of the documentary "Sitar", by Enrique Cámara and Grazia Tuzi.
• "Prakriti" dance performance by the dancer Mónica de la Fuente.

2.5.2.	 INTERNATIONAL	YOGA	DAY	
21	JUNE,	ACERA	DE	RECOLETOS,	VALLADOLID

The UN General Assembly declared 21 June "International Yoga Day." For this reason, Valladolid joined 
the cities around the world that celebrated the event, for the second year, hosting a great yoga meeting 
on Tuesday, 21 June at the Acera de Recoletos, in the heart of the city centre, with around 800 people. 
Organised by the Valladolid City Council, Casa de la India, the Embassy of India in Spain, Yoga Style, 
Alaya Yoga, Centro Yoga Devi, Asociación Ciencia de Paz, Nadir Centro de Desarrollo, Maviola & Y.IB.E 
and Yoga en Verano, the Day consisted of a Yoga Master Class (practice of 30 asanas, postures); a 
number of free workshops given by the collaborating yoga schools (Yoga for the Family; I am Light: 
Guided Meditation, Introduction to the Vinyasa Method; Create Your Future (Positive Thinking-Positive 
Attitude); Dynamic Yoga; Opening Spaces; and Prenatal Yoga); and a performance by the musical group 
Adama.
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One of Casa de la India’s objectives is to promote awareness of India’s diversity and multiculturalism, 
with regard to traditional and historic aspects, as well as from a contemporary perspective. Aware of 
the important demand for information related to the culture, society and history of India, and as part 
of its endeavour to stimulate knowledge sharing and the dissemination of cultural, educational and 
social content via new technologies, Casa de la India regularly holds conferences and courses. These 
teaching and academic activities, carried out in collaboration with various institutions, cover subjects 
and disciplines as diverse as performing and musical arts, culture and society over various historical 
periods, spirituality and religions, economy and trade, as well as politics and international relations in 
the contemporary age. This content is offered both in activities directed at the general public and as 
part of educational programmes designed for specific educational sectors such as university, secondary 
or primary education students. By using these different initiatives in the area of education, Casa de la 
India hopes to act as a platform to develop institutional cooperation programmes between universities, 
research centres, cultural centres, professionals, experts and academics, as well as Spanish and Indian 
public administrations. 

3.1.	 COURSES	

3.1.1.	 HINDI	COURSES
Hindi language courses started again in 2016 through the Hindi Chair co-financed by the Government 
of India under the agreement between the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) of the Govern-
ment of India and the University of Valladolid. The courses are given at the Centre for Asian Studies 
in the University of Valladolid Faculty of Commerce, in collaboration with the University of Valladolid 
Language Centre and are organised for different levels by a native teacher sent to Spain by the ICCR. 
During 2016, the Hindi Chair of the University of Valladolid, sponsored by the ICCR, was held by the 
teacher Deepti Prakash from New Delhi. Deepti Prakash was a Hindi teacher for thirty-two years in India, 
obtaining numerous awards in her country including the Hindi Academic Award. The inauguration of 
the Hindi courses in 2106 was held on 6 June in the Faculty of Commerce, University of Valladolid, the 
headquarters of the University’s Centre of Asian Studies. Amongst the authorities present were, Daniel 
Miguel, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Vikram Misri, the Ambassador of India to Spain 
and Namrata S. Kumar, the Assistant Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. 

The University of Valladolid offers these courses aimed not only at the university community but also 
the general public interested in learning one of the most widely spoken languages in the world, as well 
as widening their knowledge on the culture of India. With an average of fifteen students per class, the 
following Hindi language levels were offered and given by Deepti Parkash during the academic year 
2016-2017:

•  INTENSIVE COURSES: INTRODUCTION TO FUNCTIONAL HINDI. 
6 June 2016 to 30 June 2016 (32 hours) 
12 September 2016 to 6 October 2016 (32 hours)

•  FUNCTIONAL HINDI COURSE.  
19 October 2016 to 30 March 2017 (80 hours)

3.	 EDUCATION
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3.1.2.	 KALASANGAM:	PERMANENT	PERFORMING	ARTS	SEMINAR
Casa de la India’s permanent performing arts seminar, known as Kalasangam, offers training courses 
in Indian dance, theatre and music for professionals, students and lovers of India. The Kalasangam 
theoretical-practical courses offer students the chance to discover essential aspects, to acquire a basis 
of Indian performing arts and music and to begin learning some of the dance and music disciplines 
regularly on offer. Indian aesthetic theories and other aspects of its culture, such as philosophy, religion 
or history, complement the practical classes to provide a better understanding of these arts and offer 
the chance to practise them. 

The 2016 training programme included regular courses, masterclasses and intensive workshops, as well 
as lectures and demonstrations by various guest artists, some of whom also performed in Valladolid.

KALASANGAM:	REGULAR	COURSES
During the Kalasangam Performing Arts Seminar, regular classes, coordinated by the Bharatanatyam 
classical dance specialist Mónica de la Fuente, were given along with theoretical-practical 
masterclasses. 

•  INDIAN DANCE COURSE aimed at young people aged between 10 and 16. 
Every Friday from October 2015 to June 2016 and from October 2016 to June 2017.

•  BHARATANATYAM CLASSICAL DANCE COURSE (Beginners’ Level), aimed at anyone interested 
in discovering India’s performing arts; a theoretical and practical introduction to Bharata Natyam 
classical dance. 
Every Friday from October 2015 to June 2016 and from October 2016 to June 2017.

•  BHARATANATYAM CLASSICAL DANCE COURSE (Level II), aimed at people who have already taken 
an Indian dance course as well as students and professionals from other dance style backgrounds.  
Every Friday from October 2015 to June 2016 and from October 2016 to June 2017.

•  COMPLETE INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCE TRAINING COURSE, covering Bharatanatyam classical 
dance movement technique (Adavus) and gestural expression (Mudras), corporal and gestural 
training for Kathakali theatre. 
One Saturday a month from October 2015 to June 2016. 

MASTERCLASSES	WITH	GUEST	TEACHERS

KATHAKALI	THEATRE	MASTERCLASS,	WITH	KOTTAKAL	NANDAKUMARAN	NAIR
30	&	31	JANUARY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
1	&	2	FEBRUARY,	RESAD	(ROYAL	SCHOOL	FOR	DRAMATIC	ARTS),	MADRIDD

Intensive workshop on Kathakali dance theatre, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations), with the famous actor Kottakal Nanda Kumaran Nair. 
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MASTERCLASS	ON	"THE	NATYASHASTRA,	INDIAN	PERFORMING	ARTS"
1	APRIL,	CASTILLA	AND	LEÓN	SCHOOL	FOR	DRAMATIC	ARTS,	VALLADOLID

This masterclass on the thousand-year-old Indian dramatic and performing tradition, aimed at students 
from the ESADCYL, was given by Iván González Cruz, translator of the El Natyasastra. Tratado funda-
mental de Poética, Composición y Artes Escénicas (The Natyasastra. Fundamental Treatise on Poetics, 
Composition and Performing Arts) (Published by Letra Capital) and author of El Natyasastra: la técnica 
del arte escénico (Natyasastra: the technique of the performing arts) (Published by Dilema), and Mónica 
de la Fuente, dancer, choreographer and expert in Indian performing arts. 

KATHAKALI	DANCE	THEATRE	MASTERCLASS,	WITH	NELLIYODU	VASUDEVAN	NAMBOODIRI
15	APRIL,	CASTILLA	AND	LEÓN	SCHOOL	FOR	DRAMATIC	ARTS,	VALLADOLID	
19	APRIL,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Masterclass on Kathakali dance theatre with the Kathakali artiste Nelliyodu Vasudevan Namboodiri and 
the actor Kalamandalam Pradeep, who visited Spain as part of the "Kijote Kathakali" theatre production 
project, taking the parts of Alonso Quijano and Don Quijote, respectively.

ODISSI	DANCE	WORKSHOP	WITH	DANCER	AND	CHOREOGRAPHER	MADHAVI	MUDGAL
3	JUNE,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Odissi dance workshop, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), with Madhavi 
Mudgal. Madhavi Mudgal, as a dancer and choreographer, has been the recipient of several awards such 
as the Premio Sanskriti, the Padma Shri, the Natak Sangeet Akademi Award, Grande Medaille de la Ville 
de París and the Chevalier de l’ordre des arts et des lettres from the Government of France. 

KATHAK	DANCE	MASTERCLASS	WITH	DANCER	AND	CHOREOGRAPHER	RANI	KHANAM
7	OCTOBER.	CONDE	DUQUE	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	MADRID

Masterclass, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), with the dancer and choreo-
grapher Rani Khanam, one of the most outstanding Kathak dancers on the current Indian scene. 



TABLA	MASTERCLASS	(PERCUSSION)	WITH	TANMOY	BOSE
27	OCTOBER.	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Tabla masterclass sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), with Tanmoy Bose, 
considered one of the best tabla players in the world and winner of a Grammy Award for "Concert for 
George" and "Full Circle".

 

END-OF	YEAR	PERFORMANCE	BY	KALASANGAM	STUDENTS
22	JUNE,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

As has now become tradition during the month of June, Kalasangam students of all levels organised 
a Bharata Natyam dance performance for family, friends and the general public.

 

PERFORMANCES	BY	KALASANGAM	STUDENTS
The permanent performing arts seminar, led by Mónica de la Fuente, has created a group of young 
students from the most advanced dance courses with the aim of publicising Indian performing arts on 
different social and cultural occasions.    

During 2016, the following performances were given: 

• Televisión Castile and León CyL7 "Diario de un viajero" (Diary of a Traveller), 19 May.
• Solidarity Dinner held at the Benito Meni Hospital, Valladolid, 30 September.
• San Bernardo Monastery Cloister , Valbuena, 28 May. 
• "Villa del Tratado" Home for the Elderly, Tordesillas, 20 December.

58
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3.2.	 LECTURES,	ACADEMIC	EVENTS	AND	ROUNDTABLES

3.2.1.	 LECTURES	AND	ROUNDTABLES	IN	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

ROUNDTABLE:	"GANDHI	IN	THE	FACE	OF	THE	ARMED	CONFLICTS	OF	THE	20TH	CENTURY	
AND	THE	RELEVANCE	OF	HIS	TEACHINGS	TODAY"		
29	JANUARY

On the occasion of the "School Day of Peace and Non-Violence", coinciding with the anniversary of the 
death of Mahatma Gandhi on 30 January, Casa de la India, through its educational project Escuela de 
la India (School of India), held a roundtable/debate with the participation of Jesús Ojeda, researcher in 
Social Sciences and expert on Gandhi, Carlos Aganzo, author and editor of the regional newspaper "El 
Norte de Castilla", Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India and student representatives from 
secondary schools from Valladolid and the province. 

 

LECTURE:	"MOTHER	INDIA:	A	CELEBRATION	OF	THE	FEMININE	PRINCIPLE"		
8	MARCH

This lecture, given by Ana García-Arroyo, author and lecturer of literature at the Rovira i Virgili Univer-
sity of Tarragona, was organised as part of events for "International Women’s Day" and acted as the 
closing event for the "Women by Women" exhibition. 

During the first half of the lecture she explained what some mythological Indian texts refer to by the 
"feminine principle" or the power of the all pervading Shakti of the cosmos. From the perspective of 
gender studies, she referred to what is understood as "feminine" and everything this includes, thereby 
dismantling stereotypes and clichés. During the second half, she gave some examples of the Indian 
reality where primarily women are aware of this creative force – which is at the same time destructive 
- possessed by humans: the Shakti of the cosmos. Some of these cases were based on her book Mother 
India (Kairós, 2012), the result of many journeys in India over more than 20 years, and her relationship 
with its people from different castes and conditions, learning from their struggles and the light which 
shines from human dignity. 



PRESENTATION:	"INDIA	ON	MOTORBIKE"		
19	MAY

Presentation by Raúl Sanz Fle, using images and videos of his travels on a Royal Enfield motorbike 
through different states in India, crossing the jungles of Orissa or Kerala, the Thar Desert in Rajasthan 
or the Himalayas in Ladakh. 

3.2.2.	 	"60	YEARS	OF	DIPLOMATIC	RELATIONS	BETWEEN	SPAIN	AND	INDIA:	
CHALLENGES	AND	OPPORTUNITIES	IN	A	GLOBAL	WORLD"	
On 15 March, the Magna Rector Tejerina lecture hall at the Faculty of Commerce, University of Valla-
dolid, was the venue for the day-long event "60 Years of diplomatic relations between Spain and India: 
challenges and opportunities in a global world", organised by Casa de la India and the University of Valla-
dolid through its Centre for Asian Studies, Faculty of Commerce, and Centro Buendía, the Embassy of 
India in Spain, the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), Valladolid City Council and Qatar Airways.

The event, organised as part of the celebrations of 60 years of diplomatic relations between Spain and 
India, started in the Faculty of Commerce with various roundtables discussing the relations between 
Spain and India in different areas such as diplomacy and institutions, academia, science, technology and 
business economics.

The event was officially opened by Daniel Miguel, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, 
Óscar Puente, the Mayor of Valladolid, Fidel Sendagorta, the Director General for North America, Asia 
and the Pacific (Spanish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation) and Vikram Misri, the Ambassador 
of India to Spain. Participants during the roundtables included experts from various Spanish universi-
ties and representatives from Indian and Spanish companies, as well as from institutions such as the 
ICEX (Spanish Institute for Foreign Trade) and the Chamber of Commerce of Spain, Casa Asia, etc. The 
following roundtable sessions were held: 

60



61

EDUCATION ANNUAL 
REPORT

2016

"DIPLOMATIC	AND	INSTITUTIONAL	RELATIONS	BETWEEN	SPAIN	AND	INDIA"		
15	MARCH,	MAGNA	RECTOR	TEJERINA	LECTURE	HALL,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID	

Moderated by José Ramón González, Pro-Vice-chancelor for Internationalisation and Linguistic Policy 
at the University of Valladolid and with the participation of Vikram Misri, Ambassador of India to Spain; 
Fidel Sendagorta, Director General for North America, Asia and the Pacific (Spanish Ministry for External 
Affairs and Cooperation); and Ramón Mª Moreno, Director General of Casa Asia.

"ACADEMIC	AND	SCIENTIFIC-TECHNOLOGICAL	RELATIONS	BETWEEN	SPAIN	AND	INDIA"		
15	MARCH,	MAGNA	RECTOR	TEJERINA	LECTURE	HALL,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

Moderated by Blanca García Vega, coordinator of Humanities at the Centre of Asian Studies at the 
University of Valladolid, and with the participation of Pilar Garcés, Director General of Universities 
(Regional Ministry for Education, Regional Government of Castile and León); Eva Fernández, lecturer at 
the Complutense University of Madrid; José Ramón Perán, Director General of the CARTIF Technology 
Centre; and Teresa Udaondo Gascón, Head of the Area for Institutional Relations of the Internationalisa-
tion Unit of Spanish Higher Education, Spanish Service for the Internationalisation of Education –SEPIE– 
(Spanish Ministry for Education, Science and Sport). 

"ECONOMIC-BUSINESS	RELATIONS	BETWEEN	SPAIN	AND	INDIA"		
15	MARCH,	MAGNA	RECTOR	TEJERINA	LECTURE	HALL,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

Moderated by Patricia Motilla, Olleros Abogados law firm, Board Member of the Spain India Council 
Foundation and with the participation of Isaac Martín Barbero, Director General of ICEX (Spanish Insti-
tute for Foreign Trade); Inmaculada Riera, Director General of the Chamber of Commerce of Spain; and 
Akhil Gupta, Regional Sales Director, Tech Mahindra. 

The event also featured the presentation of the document entitled "Spain’s current outlook in India: 
image and political relations", published by Rubén Campos, lecturer of International Relations at various 
Spanish universities and Mario Esteban, leading Asia-Pacific researcher at the Elcano Royal Institute.

The event culminated with a performance by the famous Indian musician Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, Grammy 
winner and creator of the Mohan Vina, in the Aula Magna of the University of Valladolid.
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3.2.3.	 	LECTURES	AS	PART	OF	THE	"FORMS	OF	DEVOTION"	EXHIBITION	
On the occasion of the temporary exhibition "Forms of devotion: Art and spirituality in India today", 
hosted in the main exhibition hall at Conde Duque Cultural Centre (Madrid) from 13 October 2016 to 
15 January 2017, the centre organised a series of parallel activities including a lectures series and 
film screenings to put this exhibition into context, as well as to familiarise visitors with the country’s 
culture. 

The lecture series was reserved exclusively for Indian contemporary art. It featured exhibition curator 
Sushma K. Bahl, as well as experts and specialists in contemporary and Asian art such as the lecturer 
Eva Fernández del Campo, and the actress and dancer Mónica de la Fuente.

LECTURE-PERFORMANCE:	"NATYASHASTRA:	ANCIENT	TREATISE		
OF	PERFORMING	ARTS	FROM	INDIA"		
7	OCTOBER,	CONDE	DUQUE	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	MADRID

The lecture "Natyashastra: ancient treatise of performing arts from India", organised by the Conde Duque 
Cultural Centre in collaboration with the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), was given by Mónica 
de la Fuente and Guillermo Rodríguez. It provided an introduction to Indian aesthetic theory through the 
Natyashastra, the treatise of the performing arts which today, thanks to its translation by Professor Iván 
González Cruz, we are able to enjoy in Spanish. The lecture was a practical way of informing all audiences 
of aesthetic precepts and the practice of performing arts which, according to the classic tradition of 
India, can only be enjoyed when performed. That is why, the theoretical explanation was accompanied by 
a gestural and dance-based interpretation of the texts and the poems by the dancer Mónica de la Fuente, 
thereby remaining true to the oral transmission method to which this ancient treatise pertains. Natyas-
hastra, by virtue of its current importance and encyclopaedic grandeur, may be compared with other 
aesthetic traditions such as Aristotle’s poetics, since it is a vast study of the art embodied by all science 
and wisdom through the art of theatre which is the art of life. 

Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India in Valladolid, Ph. D. in Indian literature from the Univer-
sity of Kerala and the University of Valladolid, is also a specialist in Indian poetics and aesthetics.  Mónica 
de la Fuente is an actress specialising in classical Bharatanatyam dance and Kathakali theatre from the 
south of India. 

LECTURE:	"CONTEMPORARY	MULTIPLES:	ROOTS	AND	ROUTES	OF	INDIAN	ART"		
13	OCTOBER,	CONDE	DUQUE	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	MADRID

As part of the exhibition "Forms of Devotion: Art and Spirituality in India Today", this lecture sponsored 
by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), was given by the exhibition curators Sushma K. Bahl 
and Archana B. Sapra. 

The lecture explored the origins of various contemporary creations throughout India. The examples 
were taken from a large set of recently-created works, most of which were by living artists, some of 
whom formed part of the exhibition Forms of Devotion: Art and Spirituality in India Today, which was 
shown in Spain until January 2017. The lecture covered the collection within a global and multicultural 
context, finding inspiration in classic, tribal, folkloric, popular and digital themes, as well as new means 
of communication. To reflect the roots and routes of the country’s many cultures, an inclusive spectrum 
was presented of contemporary Indian art, innovative within traditions which include paintings, sculp-
tures and video created both by masters of international renown as well as young, emerging artists. 

LECTURE:	"FORMS	OF	DEVOTION"		
14	OCTOBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

As part of the exhibition "Forms of Devotion: Art and spirituality in India today", held at Casa de la India, 
an opening lecture, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), was given by one of 
the exhibition’s curators Sushma K. Bahl, who offered an insight into the various styles and conceptuali-
sations of the divine as depicted in the exhibition. 

LECTURE:	"CONTEMPORARY	INDIAN	ART:	REINVENTION	AND	IMITATION"		
20	OCTOBER.	CONDE	DUQUE	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	MADRID

After the first two lectures, on 20 October Eva Fernández del Campo enlightened us with "Contemporary 
Indian art: reinvention and imitation". 
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During the lecture, Eva Fernández del Campo discussed the current upsurge of contemporary Indian 
art and went over some of the key issues underpinning its development and which weave the fabric of 
Indian modernity. 

LECTURE:	"TERESA	OF	CALCUTTA:	THE	PERSON"		
3	NOVEMBER.	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

As part of the exhibition "Forms of Devotion: Art and spirituality in India today" and following the recent 
canonisation of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the lecture "Teresa of Calcutta: the person" was given by 
Fernando López de Rego. From her time on earth, Teresa of Calcutta left a highly unusual mark, making 
waves of such magnitude that, even after her death, they continue to expand almost everywhere throug-
hout the world. During this lecture, Fernando López de Rego revealed Teresa, the person behind the 
personality, beyond her fame. 

3.2.4.	 LECTURES	AND	MASTERCLASSES	WITH	OTHER	INSTITUTIONS

INDIAN	COOKERY	DEMONSTRATION	MASTERCLASS		
14	JUNE,	VALLADOLID	INTERNATIONAL	CULINARY	SCHOOL

Indian cookery demonstration and masterclass with chefs Amit Gothwal, Head Chef at the Hotel Janpath, 
New Delhi, and Mahender Kumar, Chef de Partie at the Hotel Samrat, New Delhi. 

This event, as part of the India Festival, celebrating 60 years of diplomatic relations between Spain and 
India, was organised by the International Culinary School of Valladolid in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Culture of India, the Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India. 

ROUNDTABLE:	"CHALLENGES	AND	INTERCULTURAL	DIALOGUES	IN	THE	ADAPTATION	OF	
DON	QUIJOTE	TO	THE	CLASSIC	KATHAKALI	THEATRE	DANCE	OF	INDIA"		
29	JULY,	NIEMEYER	CENTRE,	AVILÉS	(OVIEDO)

Lecture discussing the key aspects of the classic Kathakali theatre-dance tradition of South India. 

This roundtable was organised as a parallel activity to the performance of Kijote Kathakali and saw 
the participation of Mónica de la Fuente (associate director and choreographer of Kijote Kathakali), 
Dr. Venugopalan (scriptwriter of the work) and Guillermo Rodríguez (Director of Casa de la India). The 
three speakers discussed issues such as the adaptation of Cervantes’ text to Kathakali, the intercultural 
creative process, the confluence between Kathakali music and Spanish music, the archetype characters 
in Kathakali and their suitability for Cervantes’ characters in this intercultural production between India 
and Spain that was created for the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two countries. 
Thus, the audience were given the necessary tools to be able to put the Kijote Kathakali performance 
into context, an interpretation of Cervantes’ work seen from the perspective of Kathakali theatre, as well 
as to interpret it appropriately. 
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3.3.	 ESCUELA	DE	LA	INDIA	PROGRAMMES
Escuela de la India (India School), organised by Casa de la India, is an educational programme on India 
based on multicultural diversity and learning which foments intercultural dialogue and a meeting place, 
inspired in the theory and practice of integral education advocated by Rabindranath Tagore. An ardent 
defender of dialogue between cultures and peoples, Tagore took great care in achieving far closer ties 
between western civilisations and India, convinced that the east and west could understand each other. 
As an educational reformer, he founded the University of Visva Bharati in Santiniketan, India. As part 
of his vision of education, he sought human enrichment in harmony with one’s surroundings and with 
the universe in order to reach a multidimensional state of "whole man", which would be combined with 
rational and spiritual capacities since, in his view, "progress is the free expression of human personality 
in harmony with life." With this Tagorean educational philosophy, an intensive programme of activities 
has been offered, through the Escuela de la India, to provide a meeting point between cultures where 
the participants have been able to express themselves through different artistic, social and cultural 
manifestations, creating a dialogue with India and with Tagore as a resource for learning, teaching and 
intercultural dialogue.

This Casa de la India educational programme is committed to the "learning by doing" methodology, 
allowing participants to come into contact with the reality of India by encouraging a meeting point for 
people and knowledge of Indian culture and society based on diversity. It is a space for exploring and 
putting into practice this knowledge and these values in an atmosphere of respect and freedom. The 
Escuela de la India educational project, believes that the main point of education is to enjoy life, manage 
the mind and the emotions and to cultivate the body and relationships. Education is related to the 
natural environment, knowledge of our corporeality, with the encouragement of cooperation, relation-
ships and trust in others, and the development of our qualities whether they be in painting, dance, 
language, mathematics, history or sociability. Escuela de la India offers a framework so that everyone 
can develop their potential and learn to relate, be aware of their emotions, their breathing and interact 
with others, the natural world and music and dance, etc.  

Escuela de la India has committed itself to an educational project intended for various groups, education 
centres, city councils, etc., with the direct involvement of those responsible for them and with the aim 
of designing and implementing specific cooperation projects suited to the specific needs of each organi-
sation and group of recipients. The programmes offered by Escuela de la India consist of cultural weeks, 
intercultural conferences, seminars, meetings, workshops, didactic concerts and performances, special 
celebrations and intercultural evenings dedicated to India. As such, at the education centres, open and 
flexible activities are proposed to be adapted to the different contexts, forms, spaces and groups. These 
activities are carried out in education centres that ask for them and at the Casa de la India centre in 
Valladolid. 

Throughout 2016, Escuela de la India held thirteen intercultural days and weeks, three didactic perfor-
mances, six special celebrations and five guided visits with workshops. Approximately 3,500 students 
took part in the different activities, which were very well received. The activities carried out by Escuela 
de la India in 2016 are divided into the following sections:
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3.3.1.	 INTERCULTURAL	WEEKS	AND	DAYS
Escuela de la India’s intercultural weeks examine different issues concerning traditional and contem-
porary India to help provide a better understanding of the many cultural and religious aspects of this 
huge country, where different cultures, races and religions coexist. Artistic performances, which also 
form part of the activities, introduce students to India’s aesthetic traditions and aspects of its culture, 
thought, religion and history, fundamental for understanding, practising and enjoying the Indian arts. 
Escuela de la India organised one intercultural week for the Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School 
in Valladolid from 16 to 22 February. The school has been organising this activity with Casa de la India 
since 2006.

These days for bringing Indian culture closer to local people offer workshops and demonstrations of 
Indian cultural, artistic and everyday life from an intercultural perspective. The days are a summary of 
the activities held during the cultural week devoted to particular subjects of special interest:

• Performing arts in India.
• Customs and ways of life in India.
• The great religions of the world to promote tolerance.
• Introduction to Indian music.
• Ayurveda natural medicine.
• Relaxation exercises and asanas.
• The visual arts, literature and traditional arts in India.
• Traditional Indian games.
• Music and musical instruments.
• Cooperation and training.

Indian intercultural days have been held throughout 2016 with the following centres and organisations:

•  Emilio Ferrari Secondary School (Students of the Education module of the  Sociocultural Animation 
Course), Valladolid, 25 February.

•  La Salle de Palencia private teaching centre, 8 April.

•  José Jiménez Lozano Secondary School), Valladolid, 19 April.
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•  Leonardo Da Vinci Secondary School, Valladolid, 21 April.

•  Antonio García Quintana Primary School, Valladolid, 26 May.

•  La Inmaculada School, Valladolid, 17 June.

•  Yoga groups, 23 June. 

•  "Obregón" Education and Care Centre, ASPRONA, Valladolid, 4 July.

•  Comisiones Obreras Federation of Pensioners and the Retired of Valladolid, 7 July. 

•  Federico García Lorca Primary School, Valladolid, 16 November. 

•  Alfonso VIII Hall of Residence, University of Valladolid, 22 November. 

•  Amor de Dios School, Valladolid, 13 December. 

•  Argales Social Action Centre, C.E.A.S., Valladolid, 14 December.  

•  Sagrado Corazón La Anunciata School, Valladolid, 20 December.

3.3.2.	 INTERCULTURAL	DIDACTIC	PERFORMANCES
The presentation and interpretation of live music, dance and theatre from India gave the participating 
groups the opportunity to discover a diverse and enriching world. The aim of these educational perfor-
mances is to promote and disseminate the performing and musical arts as a way of showing and conve-
ying India’s cultural realities and traditions. The participating schools were:

• Ave María School, 22 January.  

• San Fernando Primary School, 26 April. 

• Ponce de León Primary School, 9 June.

3.3.3.	 SPECIAL	CELEBRATIONS	AND	EVENTS

SCHOOL	DAY	OF	PEACE	AND	NON-VIOLENCE		
29	JANUARY

For the sixth time, on the occasion of the "School Day of Peace and Non-Violence", coinciding with 
the anniversary of the death of Mahatma Gandhi on 30 January, Casa de la India held a roundtable 
on "Ghandi in the face of the armed conflicts of the 20th century and the relevance of his teachings 
today" with the participation of Jesús Ojeda, researcher in Social Sciences and expert on Gandhi, 
Carlos Aganzo, author and editor of the regional newspaper "El Norte de Castilla", Guillermo Rodríguez, 
Director of Casa de la India and with student representatives from secondary schools from Valladolid 
and the province. 

The objective of this roundtable, aimed at pupils in the fourth year of compulsory secondary education 
and the higher levels of vocational training, with the participation of 80 pupils, was to provide students 
with tools for peace and understanding through different dynamics of education for peace. Pupils were 
offered teaching material (documents on Mahatma Gandhi issued by the National Museum of Ghandi of 
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India) before the activity with the chance to work on it prior to the event on 30 January with the support 
of the school’s teachers. 

The following education centres from Valladolid and the province took part in these activities:

• La Merced Secondary School.

• Juan de Juni Secondary School.

• Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School.

• Gregorio Fernández Teaching Centre.

• Sagrado Corazón La Anunciata School.

AWARDS	CEREMONY	FOR	THE	ESSAY	COMPETITION	ON	MAHATMA	GANDHI			
15	MARCH

On the occasion of the centenary of Mahatma Gandhi’s return to India (1915), and with the objective of 
conveying a culture of peace to young people, the Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India held 
this Mahatma Gandhi essay competition aimed at school pupils as part of the School Day of Peace (30 
January).

After judging the 212 essays, 156 in the adolescent category and 56 in the children’s category, submitted 
from all over Spain (Madrid, Alicante, Burgos, Barcelona, A Coruña, Valladolid and León), and from 
Yacuanquer (Colombia), the judges, comprised of Gandhi expert Enrique Sánchez, Jesús Ojeda, resear-
cher of Social Sciences and peace issues and Carlos Aganzo, author and editor of the regional newspaper 
"El Norte de Castilla", decided to give the following awards:
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ADOLESCENT CATEGORY 
First Prize: Carlos Reina Mendieta
Second Prize: Juan Moro Jiménez
Third Prize: Patricia Gil Muñiz

CHILDREN’S CATEGORY 
First Prize: Esther San Juan Vigo
Second Prize: Álvaro Carracedo Alonso
Joint Third Prize: Sergio Martínez Olivera and Santiago Gómez Evain

The prize giving ceremony for the first and second prize in the children’s category was held on 15 March 
in Valladolid and was attended by Vikram Misri, Ambassador of India, Carlos Aganzo and Jesús Ojeda, 
as representatives of the judges, Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, and Mercedes de la 
Fuente, coordinator of Escuela de la India. The awarding of the first prize took place in the Jesús y María 
School in Valladolid with the presence of pupils and parents and the school’s teaching staff. The second 
prize was awarded in the conference hall of Valladolid’s International School with the participation of 
pupils from primary years 4, 5 and 6 and included the reading of the essay by the prize-winner. 

EXCHANGE	BETWEEN	THE	CONDESA	EYLO	ALFONSO	SECONDARY	SCHOOL	IN	VALLADOLID		
AND	THE	DPS	(DELHI	PUBLIC	SCHOOL)	IN	NOIDA,	INDIA		
8	APRIL

On the occasion of the exchange between the Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School and the Delhi 
Public School (DPS) in Noida, India, and following initial contact with the city of Valladolid, the visit by a 
group of fourteen pupils and two teachers from this school took place to Casa de la India as part of the 
programme of activities undertaken during their stay in the city.

The Director of Casa de la India and the educational team of Escuela de la India, welcomed the group 
during a guided tour of the Casa de la India centre during which they gave presentations and did other 
activities to strengthen the cultural bond between Spain and India. 

 

TEACHING	SESSION	IN	CHELTENHAM	COLLEGE	PREPARATORIY	SCOOL,	UNITED	KINGDOM		
29	APRIL

El equipo de Escuela de la India desarrolló en el Colegio independiente Cheltenham College Prepa-
raAt the independent Cheltenham College Preparatory School (Cheltenham, United Kingdom), the team 
from Escuela de la India held a practical session for pupils learning Spanish as a foreign language at 
the school. The objective of the session was to experience the teaching of a language through Indian 
performing arts, based on movement and body language. The session was mainly carried out in Spanish, 
and learning a foreign language was put into practice using gestural coding, body language and their 
emotional significance. 

MUSEUM	DAY	AND	NIGHT		
18	&	21	MAY

Once again, Casa de la India joined the international initiative in celebrating the "International Museum 
Day" and the "European Night of Museums". The theme this year was "Museums and cultural landscapes". 
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Casa de la India had special opening times and a programme of activities, thereby joining the other 
museums and exhibition halls in the city for this coordinated initiative by Valladolid City Council. 
The public were offered guided visits of the exhibition, the library and the garden, as well as artistic 
performances until the early hours of the morning.

3.3.4.	 PROJECTS	WITH	EDUCATIONAL	CENTRES	

INDIAN	CULTURE	IN	THE	CLASSROOMS	OF	LA	MERCED	SECONDARY	SCHOOL	IN	VALLADOLID		
ACADEMIC	YEARS	2011-2016

In June 2016, the four secondary school courses 1, 2, 3 and 4 at the La Merced Secondary School that 
had participated in the educational project "Indian Culture in the Classrooms" came to an end. The 
objective of this project was to highlight Indian culture and include it in the regular curriculum at La 
Merced Secondary School. As a result of this, a closing ceremony took place with the pupils who had 
participated in the various activities over these four years. The event took place on 20 June in Casa de 
la India and was attended by the teacher Luís Carretero Ajo and Patricia de la Fuente López from La 
Merced Secondary School.

The educational project "Indian Culture in the Classrooms of La Merced Secondary School" began 
during the academic year 2011-2012, as a Working Group at the La Merced Secondary School based on a 
cooperation agreement with Casa de la India in Valladolid. The objective was to boost teaching activities 
related to English and to work on interculturality in such a way that knowledge of Indian culture would 
enrich pupils’ view of the world. This educational project was integrated into the Obligatory Secondary 
Education curriculum in terms of both general and specific objectives, as well as its contribution to 
acquiring basic skills. At the same time, during the academic year 2013-2014, the project (work group) 
was recognised by the CEFIE (Teacher Training and Educational Innovation Centre of Valladolid).

The activities carried out during the period between 2011-2016 consisted of: 

•  Preparation of teaching materials on different supports for the subjects of History and Geography, 
Language and Literature, Visual Arts and Music and English 

•  Correspondence with the International DPS (Delhi Public School) in Noida, India. To achieve this, the 
"Tagore Virtual Classroom" was created via the virtual platform indianet.es.  
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•  Lecture at the La Merced school: "Culture as a tool for sustainable development", given by Amitava 
Bhattacharya and Sayantani Raychaudhuri, members of the NGO "Banglanatak". 

•  Lecture at the La Merced school: "The educational system of Rabindranath Tagore", by Udaya Narayana 
Singh, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Visva Bharati, Santiniketan, India 

•  Talk-Seminar at the La Merced school: "India, culture and society", given by the Hindi professor Shrish 
Chandra Jaswal. 

•  Lecture at the La Merced school: "The Importance of Hindi language in today´s world" by the Hindi 
teacher Deepti Prakash.

The pupils also participated in different day events, lectures, guided tours to exhibitions, performances, 
evening events, etc.

COLLABORATION	WITH	THE	RURAL	CENTRE	FOR	EDUCATIONAL	INNOVATION	(CRIE)		
IN	FUENTEPELAYO,	SEGOVIA.	EDUCATIONAL	INNOVATION	PROJECT	"TROTAMUNDI"		
ACADEMIC	YEAR	2016-2017

The Rural Centre for Educational Innovation (CRIE), located in Fuentepelayo is one of nine educational 
innovation centres in Castile and León. Its fundamental objective is to try to respond to any deficien-
cies and needs of a social, organisational, technical and operational nature, as required by the different 
public education centres primarily located in rural areas throughout the province of Segovia. That is 
why, over twenty-one academic weeks, pupils from primary education years 5 and 6, selected from all 
the schools admitted after having applied beforehand, participate in an innovation project with a diffe-
rent key subject for each year group. The CRIE makes the commitment to carry out different activi-
ties from an innovative, globalising and socialisation perspective amongst the participating centres, 
to provide continuity to the work undertaken by their pupils when they return to their school of origin.

During the academic year 2016-2017, the CRIE in Fuentepelayo is implementing the educational innova-
tion project "TROTAMUNDI", the key theme of which is SUSTAINABLE TOURISM, seen as being a social 
and cultural phenomenon for knowledge of different places and cultures from the perspective of respect 
and conservation.

The UN has declared 2017 as "The International Year of Sustainable Tourism."  The resolution, adopted 
on 4 December 2016, recognises "the importance of international tourism, and particularly of the desig-
nation of an international year of sustainable tourism for development, in fostering better understan-
ding among peoples everywhere, in leading to a greater awareness of the rich heritage of various civili-
zations and in bringing about a better appreciation of the inherent values of different cultures, thereby 
contributing to the strengthening of peace in the world", as announced by the World Tourism Organi-
sation (WTO).

A fundamental part of this innovation project being implemented in the CRIE is the organisation of 
educational visits which allow pupils to interact with each other and coexist in a more convivial and 
relaxed atmosphere. The need for the pupils to handle and observe in situ aspects related to the project 
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contents ensures that these visits are very important for more meaningful learning and an important 
work tool within the teaching-learning process.

The educational visits organised on Tuesdays during the months of October, November and December 
2016, included a visit to Casa de la India with the objective of pupils discovering aspects of India in 
general, its potential as a tourist destination and that this would serve as a context in the event of 
planning a trip to that destination.

The art, culture, customs, beliefs, people, religions, languages, etc., of India was the fundamental focus 
of these visits promoting greater assimilation and personal experience for the students. 300 pupils from 
the province of Segovia participated in these events.

Participating centres during the academic year 2016: 

•  "La Sierra" School, Prádena; "Virgen de la Peña" School, Sepúlveda; "Marqués de Lozoya" Primary 
School, Torrecaballeros, 18 October. 

•  CRA "Ayllón" Ayllón, 8 November.

•  "Entre dos ríos" School, Fuenterrebollo; "Arcipreste de Hita" Primary School, El Espinar; 15 November. 

•  "Tres Casas" Primary School, Tres Casas; "Cardenal Cisneros" Primary School, Boceguillas; 
"Atalaya" Primary School, Palazuelos de Eresma, 22 November. 

•  "El Pizarral" School, Sta. Mª La Real de Nieva; "El Encinar" School, La Losa (Hontoria, Ortigosa, 
Revenga, Navas, Madrona), 29 November. 

•  "El Carracillo" School, Sanchonuño; "Miguel de Cervantes" Primary School, Navalmanzano, 13 December.

3.3.5.	 GUIDED	VISITS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	
The purpose of these visits is to familiarise schoolchildren with Casa de la India through a programme of 
visits with workshops adapted to the different educational levels to foster direct encounters with Indian 
culture. These guided visits cover the Casa’s different spaces and facilities, also using the exhibitions 
regularly hosted there to show different aspects of Indian culture.

GUIDED	VISIT	OF	THE	"WOMEN	BY	WOMEN"	EXHIBITION		
12	FEBRUARY	-	21	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

The exhibition of paintings "Women by Women" served to show the students works of art created by 
female artists from India during the 20th century that not only reflected their thoughts and emotions, 
but also depicted the essence of a woman’s life in India today. The visit to the exhibition was rounded off 
with a dance performance by dancer Mónica de la Fuente.  

The following guided visits to the exhibition were arranged:

• Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School, Valladolid 16, 17, 18, 19, and 22 February.
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•  PMFE Mixed Training and Employment Programme "Document Heritage and Digital Imaging" 8 March.

• ASOCIDE. Association for the deaf and blind of Castile and León, 18 May.

GUIDED	VISIT	OF	THE	EXHIBITION	"FORMS	OF	DEVOTION:		
ART	AND	SPIRITUALITY	IN	INDIA	TODAY		
14	OCTOBER	2016	-	17	JANUARY	2017,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

The "Forms of Devotion" exhibition is a multidimensional project devised around the notion of India’s 
spiritual and devotional tradition. The different groups who visited this exhibition were able to dynami-
cally enjoy a large variety of artistic styles and traditions which communicate with each other from a 
modern perspective, reflecting the diversity of regions and realities in India today and share common 
ground in the exploration of spirituality and the divine.  

The following guided visits to the exhibition were arranged: 

•  "Ballesol" Home for the Elderly, Valladolid, 31 October. 

•  Alfonso VIII Hall of Residence, University of Valladolid, 22 November. 

•  Amor de Dios School, Valladolid, 13 December. 

•  Argales Social Action Centre, C.E.A.S 14 December.  

•  Sagrado Corazón La Anunciata School, Valladolid, 20 December.
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4.1.	 LIBRARY	SERVICES
The Casa de la India library is a centre specialising in providing information about India. In addition to 
giving readers and researchers access to knowledge about the cultural heritage of India, one of the 
library’s main tasks is to collaborate on Casa de la India’s cultural and educational activities.

The library has a collection of documents comprising over 3,000 references including books, periodicals, 
audiovisual (CD and DVD) and multimedia (CD-ROM) material). India’s linguistic wealth is reflected in the 
variety of languages that make up the library’s collection, including English, Spanish, Hindi, Bengali and 
Malayalam. To guarantee access to the culture and knowledge of India, the library makes music, film, art 
and monographs available to users, covering multiple fields of knowledge, such as philosophy, religion, 
society, politics, economics, travel, history and art, among others.

The library’s catalogue is integrated into the library network of Castile-Leon, whose collective catalogue 
can be accessed online (http://rabel.jcyl.es), in order to look up items from the library’s collection as well 
as its new features, in addition to having the option to request bookings and renewals of loaned items. 
All users may borrow two books for 15 days and one CD, one DVD and one CD-ROM for seven days. 

The Casa de la India library is open Monday to Friday from 10 am to 2 pm and from 5 pm to 8 pm (closed 
Monday afternoons). There are two types of card for accessing the library:

•  Castile and León Regional Library user card issued by any library in the Castile and León Library 
Network (RABEL). This is required for any type of loan.

•  Friend of Casa de la India card (in any category). This card is required to use both the library’s lounge 
as well as its garden to consult, read or study. Holders of this card can also take advantage of other 
library services such as SDI and the WiFi area. 

4.2.	 JOSÉ	PAZ	TAGORE	LIBRARY
In 2016, Casa de la India continued its work to disseminate the figure and work of Rabindranath Tagore.

RABINDRANATH	TAGORE	MEMORIAL:	VIOLIN	CONCERT		
7	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

Once again this year, Casa de la India celebrated the Rabindranath Tagore Memorial, falling on the 
birthday of the writer, musician, educator and painter Rabindranath Tagore. 

This edition of the Memorial aimed to highlight the musical side of the Bengali genius by organising a 
violin recital led by Hans Vermeersch (Knokke-Heist, Belgium) with a repertoire of songs composed by 
Rabindranath Tagore, entitled "The charming music of Rabindranath Tagore". 

4.	 LIBRARY
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Rabindranath Tagore was one of the most influential people of his day, not only in India, but also in other 
countries, where he spread his ideas about humankind and became an ambassador of Indian culture. 
Known worldwide for having been the first Asian to receive the Nobel Prize, Rabindranath Tagore can be 
considered a Renaissance man: multi-faceted and prolific in his literary writings (poetry, theatre, novels, 
articles, short stories, etc.), he was also a philosopher, painter, social reformer, songwriter (giving rise 
to a new genre of Bengali music popularly known as Rabindra Sangeet) and educator, founding a new 
school and later a university in Santiniketan, where students are taught outdoors about the values of 
goodness, truth and love for peace. "My school is not a cage. My school is a nest", he maintained. 

In terms of the musical creation side of Rabindranath Tagore, an important influence was his 1878 trip 
to London, where he went to study Law at University College London. Although he returned to India 
without having finished his studies, the two years he spent living in England were crucial for his musical 
creation, since it was here that he bagan to combine classic Indian ragas with the influence of Western 
music. During his lifetime, Tagore composed over 2,000 songs, two of which – Amar Shonar Bangla and 
Jana Gana Pete Manana – are the national anthems of Bangladesh and India. His songs also gave rise to 
a genre known as Rabindra Sangeet (Rabindranath songs).

4.3.	 BOOK	PRESENTATIONS
The following books were presented at Casa de la India in 2016:

•  La mirada occidental (The western view) by Pedro Carrero (Tirant Lo Blanch publisher).

•  Through the Eyes of Girls (Petrini Foundation publisher).

•  Las Ratas (The Rats) by Miguel Delibes in Bengali (Radical Impression publisher).

•  When Mirrors Are Windows: A View of A.K. Ramanujan’s Poetics by Guillermo Rodríguez (Oxford 
University Press).

•  Bhagavad Gita Juan Arnau edition (Atalanta publisher).

•  Manual de buenas prácticas en gestión de Patrimonio Cultural España–India (Best practices manual 
in Cultural Management Spain–India) (University of Valladolid / Ahmedabad University)

•  El Hipograma Krishna y el otro Saussure by Mario Coll (Amargord publisher). 

4.4.	 BOOK	DONATION
In 2016 the Casa de la India library received a donation of books related to India from the publisher 
ETNOS, including the following books specialising in art and literature: Sriniketan, Antología de poesía 
devocional de la India (Anthology of Indian Devotional Poetry), El placer estético en la tradición india 
(Esthetic pleasure in Indian Traditions), El Purana Padma, El Purana Brahmá and Amritanubhava. The 
collection was donated by the Moralejo Hernández family on behalf of Gabriel Moralejo Hernández, CEO 
of the publishing house ETNOS.
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The activities in the area of cooperation and enterprise focus mainly on facilitating collaboration between 
different institutions and public and private entities. This brings together companies and chambers of 
commerce of Spain and India and various players in civil society: public and private institutions, associa-
tions, universities and research centres. This activity is concentrated in several related fields and the 
following lines of action:

•  The organisation of short programmes and academic visits, training programmes, and the coordination 
of long-term projects with partners in India and Spain.

•  Promotional visits for the tourism industry and actions related to the film industry.

•  Actions to facilitate new collaboration agreements between companies, universities and research 
centres in Spain and India.

•  Promotion of business and multisector meetings, trade delegations and work meetings to establish 
contacts and trade relations of cooperation between different institutions.

5.1.	 EUROPEAN	PROJECT	FOR	COOPERATION	WITH	AHMEDABAD	
"CULTURAL	HERITAGE	&	MANAGEMENT	VENTURE	LAB"	UNDER	THE	EUROPEAID	PROGRAMME	

5.1.1.	 PROJECT	RESULTS	
The international cooperation project, under the programme "Investing in People - Supporting Culture 
as a Vector of Democracy and Economic Growth", funded by the European Union through the EuropAid 
scheme, was launched in December 2013 for a period of 33 months and ended on September 13th of 
2016 with the presentation of the best practices manual in the field of the conservation and manage-
ment of cultural heritage which offers a compilation of the project’s successful case studies from both 
Valladolid as well as Ahmedabad.

The project is led by Casa de la India and coordinated with four project partners: Ahmedabad Univer-
sity (Centre for Heritage Management), Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, the University of Valladolid 
and Valladolid City Council, in collaboration with Urban Management Centre and City Heritage Centre in 
Ahmedabad and the Castile and León Regional Government’s EVoCH Platform (Economic Value of Cultural 
Heritage), the Castile and León Regional Handscrafts Centre, CEARCAL, and the University of Valladolid 
Recognised Research Group for the Development of Contemporary Architecture, GIRDAC, in Spain. 

Throughout the project, Casa de la India has coordinated and guided the project partners in the prepara-
tion of training activities focused on the "Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage and Creative Industries Cluster, 

5.	 COOPERATION	AND	ENTERPRISE

European Union
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ACHC" created by this project, with the aim of offering entrepreneurial and corporate members of 
the ACHC training activities, as well as technical, legal and financial assistance, incorporating the best 
practice of India and Europe in the field of conservation and management of cultural heritage. 

One of the most noteworthy results of this Project has been the creation of the following entities that 
will keep the essence of the Project alive in Ahmedabad on a long term basis and will also allow this 
model to be replicated throughout other cities in India. 

A.	AHMEDABAD	CULTURAL	HERITAGE	CLUSTER

The Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage Cluster (ACHC) is one of the key initiatives of the project. The ACHC 
is registered as a Public Trust cum Society to be a professional platform for the promotion and develo-
pment of cultural and heritage industries through the City of Ahmedabad’s cultural activities and 
businesses with a heavy focus on job creation. The cluster is open to young entrepreneurs, business 
people and institutions from Ahmedabad, who can benefit from an organizational structure that is both 
vertical - horizontal and that favours information flow in all areas related to cultural heritage. Currently 
the cluster comprises local entities including public institutions, professional companies, research 
bodies, various NGOs and entrepreneurs who work and collaborate towards common goals:

• Strengthen the capacities of stakeholders.

• Create environment for innovation.

• Professionalize management of cultural heritage sector.

•  Provide a common platform for people to interact within a wide network and share ideas with public 
and private stakeholders at national, regional and local levels, with public bodies, research centres, 
Universities and local companies.

• Develop new projects, products and services related to heritage and culture.

•  Offer technical advice in common areas of interest (marketing and promotion strategies, quality, 
technology, logistics, etc.).

• Facilitate access to professional markets worldwide.

•  Influence specific policies and create awareness among policymakers around key aspects related to 
cultural and heritage activities.

• Attract new companies, investors and enterprising individuals and to the cultural industries sector.

The ACHC is thus a networking platform to promote cultural heritage related initiatives and boost infor-
mation exchange between stakeholders in Ahmedabad and the State of Gujarat.

B.	AHMEDABAD	HERITAGE	VENTURE	LAB

Ahmedabad Heritage Venture Lab, AHVL, is a venture lab of Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage Cluster 
set up in order to incubate and mentor innovative new and economically sustainable ventures in the 
heritage sector. The AHVL is presently jointly managed by the Centre for Heritage Management of the 
University of Ahmedabad, partner of the EU funded project, and the Venture Studio of the University 
of Ahmedabad. The AHVL has been created for those young people interested in setting up a business 
venture in the cultural heritage sector and who seek expert support. AHVL can provide mentorship and 
guidance in aspects such as:

• Legalities of setting up a business.

• Creating prototypes of products/services.

• Marketing/branding & e-commerce.

• Accounts & financial matters.

• Networking for business promotion.

The Ahmedabad Heritage Venture Lab (AHVL) provides a complete and personalised one-to-one training 
programme to mentor and train entrepreneurs through a programme for the creation of new cultural 
enterprises. This Lab is available for entrepreneurs and young companies who wish to receive technical, 
legal, financial, advisory assistance and specialized training. It is a workplace and co-working area where 
the cluster members can use free internet services and enroll in a mentorship program for six months 
free of cost for students. 
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Participants also benefit from the international experience and training activities offered by the Indian 
and Spanish experts during the various training programs. These training activities highlight the impor-
tance of cultural heritage management as a crucial pillar for economic growth and the creation of 
wealth in Ahmedabad. 

At the end of the project and as a direct result of it, thirteen cultural companies were created by young 
entrepreneurs trained by the AHVL, and they now form part of the "Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage 
Cluster".

C.	BEST	PRACTICES	MANUAL	IN	CULTURAL	MANAGEMENT

Another of the results of this project was the publication in English by the University of Valladolid and the 
University of Ahmedabad of the best practices manual which was put together by all the partners and 
coordinated by the University of Valladolid. This handbook has practical examples of historic heritage 
management models from both Valladolid and other Spanish cities as well as from Ahmedabad and 
other heritage cities in India. This pioneering publication will serve as a benchmark study for professio-
nals, government officials and heritage management students in India. The manual is edited by Univer-
sity of Valladolid lecturers and architects Julio Grijalba and Alberto Grijalba, University of Ahmedabad 
lecturer Neel Kamal Chapagain, and P.K.V. Nair of the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation’s Heritage 
Centre.

5.1.2.	 ACTIVITIES	CARRIED	OUT	IN	2016	
The following activities were carried out in 2016, the third and last year of the project financed by the 
European Union:

BUSINESS	TRAINING	PROGRAMME		
17-18	APRIL	AND	29–30	NOVEMBER,	AHMEDABAD

The Business Training Program ‘Business strategies for Heritage Management’ was aimed at entrepre-
neurs and stakeholders of the cultural heritage eco-system.

As part of theis activity, nine training sessions were held in 2016 in the AHVL in Ahmedabad which 
covered various aspects of cultural heritage related business startups including revenue model, organi-
zational building process, marketing plan, innovation in cultural products and entrepreneurial aspects of 
such businesses. The main objectives were to: 

•  Contribute as technical support to potential entrepreneurs and local companies / institutions to 
promote the management of cultural heritage as a tool for economic development.

•  Facilitate access to regional, national and even international markets to promote sustainable development 
and the economic value of cultural heritage.

•  Promote the exchange of information and dialogue on new business models related to cultural heritage 
with Indian and Spanish partners.
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The final stage of the Business Training Programme took place between June and September 2016 and 
included the following tasks:

•  Design, development, preparation and launch of company web sites.

•  Design and production of product prototypes.

•  Register the new companies.

As a result of this initiative ten companies have been created, having completed all the necessary proce-
dures for their activity, including access to e-commerce through their web pages which will be funda-
mental means of disseminating their products and services. Thirteen companies have also been able to 
produce new prototypes of their products and / or services.

STUDY	TRIP	TO	VALLADOLID		
15–22	MAY

Ten people came to Valladolid in May on this study trip which included representatives from Ahmedabad 
Municipal Corporation and the University of Ahmedabad in charge of cultural projects and business 
people that had been trained by the AHVL. As a highlight of the project, an intensive programme was 
organized so that the participants could learn first-hand of the latest historical heritage business models 
used in Valladolid and Castilla and León. Numerous tried and tested examples of cultural management 
that could be quickly recreated in India were presented during masterclasses coordinated by Valladolid 
City Council and the University of Valladolid.

AHMEDABAD	HERITAGE	VENTURE	LAB	STARTUP	FAIR		
16–17	APRIL,	AHMEDABAD

Inaugurated by Gautam Shah, Mayor of Ahmedabad, and Bijalben Patel, Chairwoman of the Ahmedabad 
City Council’s Committee for Culture and Heritage, this fair served in turn to present the new AHVL 
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information brochure. The event was a very enriching activity for all startups / companies regarding 
the project events organization. In addition the entrepreneurs had the opportunity to show their work 
to the interested public, to present their new products and so to expand their network of professional 
contacts.

This exhibition was a good example of public-private collaboration with the participation of local gover-
nment, non-profit organizations, academic centres and companies. Over 1000 people visited the exhibi-
tion, this event being the one that attracted most general public during the cooperation project.

NETWORKING	ACTIVITIES	IN	AHMEDABAD	

Networking activities are the perfect stage for the exchange of experiences and knowledge in historical 
heritage management. The following is a list of the networking activities that took place in the city of 
Ahmedabad as part of the project in 2016:

PRESENTATION OF VALLADOLID, A SMART CITY, TO AHMEDABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 
9	MARCH 

In the framework of the institutional visit by Valladolid City Council to Ahmedabad and the cooperation 
between the two cities, Rosa Huertas, Director of the Area of Finance and Economic Promotion of Valla-
dolid City Council, presented Valladolid’s Smart City project in Ahmedabad to show the areas in which 
Valladolid can offer advice to the City of Ahmedabad as it develops into a Smart City. Mention was also 
made of the intention to continue this type of training in Smart City technologies and management by 
municipal experts as part of a programme to be carried out after the future twinning of the cities of 
Ahmedabad and Valladolid. This would consolidate the close collaboration between the two cities since 
2008, consolidated by the project financed by the European Union.

POLICIES AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE CONSERVATION OF AHMEDABAD 
12	APRIL 

This event aimed to create an enriching debate among the public interested in the policy and the 
legal framework for the conservation of the various levels and types of heritage. In the debate, 
focus was placed on the analysis of Ahmedabad’s tangible and intangible heritage. The initiative 
also sought to set up a unique framework for the management of historical heritage in all of India’s 
historical cities.

TECHNOLOGY APPLIED TO THE CONSERVATION OF HERITAGE 
12	APRIL 

The public at this event consisted mainly of professionals interested in cultural heritage: professional 
workers and managers in the sector, as well as students looking to work on the conservation of cultural 
heritage and the restoration of historical buildings. The event involved talks and discussions on the 
latest techniques used for the conservation of historical buildings and monuments.

NETWORKING WITH THE ENTREPRENEURS OF THE AHVL FOR SETTING UP NEW COMPANIES 
11	JUNE 

The objective of this networking activity was to discuss with AHV students, future managers of the start-
ups in this project, what their business plans were in order to prepare individualised legal advice and 
provide the necessary training to register their companies as legal entities. C.A. Rajni and M. Shah of the 
consultants M/S Rajni Shah & Associates of Ahmedabad presented the participants with the different 
types of companies according to Indian law.

MUSEUM MANAGEMENT: SPECIAL MENTION OF THE MUSEUMS OF AHMEDABAD 
17	JUNE 

This activity provided an opportunity to see the latest museum management techniques and models. 
The initiative was used to present the latest developments in this field through the examples already 
implemented in the museums of Ahmedabad, highlighting the importance of conserving the museums 
themselves to publicise the city’s heritage.  Here, emphasis was placed on the new techniques in museum 
management and coordination that are being applied in Spain for the best presentation of contents to 
the general public.
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NETWORKING WITH AHVL ENTREPRENEURS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PROTOTYPES  
AND THEIR WEBSITES 
27	JULY 

The purpose of this networking activity was to give the potential entrepreneurs of the AHVL the neces-
sary guidelines to develop the websites of their new companies under current Indian law so that they 
can make the best decisions when it comes to including content on their websites.

NETWORKING ACTIVITY WITH THE AHVL ENTREPRENEURS FOR PREPARING THE SECOND AHVL 
START-UPS FAIR AND THE CLOSING CEREMONY 
5	SEPTEMBER 

This activity was led by Debashish Nayak, director of the Centre for Heritage Management (CHM) at the 
University of Ahmedabad, and attended by AHVL members trained throughout the project. The purpose 
of the activity was to give the instructions for preparing the closing ceremony of the European project 
and organise the start-ups fair that was to be inaugurated as part of the closing ceremony.

CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE PROJECT  
13	SEPTEMBER,	AHMEDABAD 

After 33 months of the European Union’s "Cultural heritage and management venture lab in Ahmedabad, 
India" project, focused on promoting historical heritage as a sustainable means for contributing to the 
development of the economic activity of the cities, the closing ceremony took place at the University of 
Ahmedabad on 13 September 2016.

Emilio Contreras, First Secretary of the Embassy of Spain in India, and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of 
Casa de la India, took part in the closing of the project together with Pankaj Chandra, Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Ahmedabad, Devanath Tirupati, Chairman of the Centre for Heritage Management 
(CHM) of the University and Dean of the Amrut Modi Business Faculty, and Debashish Nayak, Director 
of the CHM. 

The event included the presentation of the "Best Practices Manual in Cultural Heritage Management", 
coordinated by the Universities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad, and the new project prospectus with 
detailed information on the Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage Cluster (ACHC) and the Ahmedabad Heritage 
Venture Lab (AHVL), both of which were created as part of this project.

The speakers highlighted the project milestones and achievements and gave their special thanks to 
the European Union and the teams of India and Spain that enabled their successful implementation. 
The closing ceremony and presentation of the handbook was intended to become yet another miles-
tone among the project activities, highlighting heritage as a sustainable means of generating wealth 
and renewing the cultural industry of a city like Ahmedabad, while conserving its historical and cultural 
roots.

During the closing ceremony, congratulations were given to the young entrepreneurs trained by the 
European project who have implemented its goal: entrepreneurs who have taken advantage of cultural 
heritage as a sustainable tool and means for marketing their products and/or services. Together with 
the closing ceremony of the project, the second AHVL Start-ups fair was launched, in which young entre-
preneurs were able to present their projects and business models to the public.
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5.2.	 	COOPERATION	IN	THE	FILM	AND	TOURISM	INDUSTRIES	
Throughout 2016, the following visits and meetings were organised for the promotion of Spain as a 
stage for shooting Indian films.

MEETING	WITH	THE	FILM	&	TELEVISION	PRODUCERS	GUILD	OF	INDIA	IN	MUMBAI	
10	MARCH,	MUMBAI 

With a view to promoting Valladolid as a stage for shooting Bollywood films, a delegation led by the 
Mayor of Valladolid, Oscar Puente, met in Mumbai with prominent members of the Film and Television 
Guild of India, including Mukesh Bhatt, President of the Guild and Kulmeet Makkar, its CEO. During the 
meeting, which also involved Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India, and Juan Manuel Guime-
rans, Director of the Area of Culture and Tourism of Valladolid City Council, representing the Valladolid 
Film Commission and the Spain Film Commission, some of the producers showed their interest in visiting 
Spain and Valladolid in 2016 to see the locations first-hand.

MEETING	WITH	THE	FILM	&	TELEVISION	PRODUCERS	GUILD	OF	INDIA	AS	PART	OF		
THE	BOLLYWOOD	IIFA	AWARDS	IN	MADRID	
24	JUNE,	MADRID 

Casa de la India signed a collaboration agreement with the Film & TV Producers Guild of India and the 
Spain Film Commission during the Business Forum "India & Spain: Synergies and business opportunities" 
as part of the International Indian Film Academy Awards (IIFA) held in Madrid. This important business 
forum was organised by the Chamber of Commerce of Spain and the Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industries (FICCI), in collaboration with the State Secretariat of Trade of the Government 
of Spain, the Spanish Confederation of Business Organisations (CEOE), the Embassy of India in Spain, 
Wizcraft, the company that organises the International Indian Film Academy Awards (IIFA) and Madrid 
City Council, with the aim of strengthening relations between the Spanish and Indian film industries.

After signing the agreement, a work meeting was held between the director of Casa de la India and the 
President of the Spain Film Commission, Carlos Rosado, the President of the Film & TV Producers Guild 
of India, Mukesh Bhatt, and the CEO of the guild, Kulmeet Makkar. The Film & TV Producers Guild of 
India is the largest association of Bollywood film producers in India and brings together the major film 
companies based in Mumbai. 

VISITS	OF	FILM	PRODUCERS	TO	VALLADOLID	

Casa de la India coordinates with the Valladolid Film Office to organise regular visits by Indian film 
producers to Valladolid to promote the city as a possible location for film projects. In 2016, the following 
visits took place: 

VISIT BY VISHESH BHATT, PRODUCER 
25-27	MAY 

Invited by the Valladolid Film Office, Vishesh Bhatt, director of the leading Bollywood film producer, 
Vishesh Films, travelled to Valladolid in May on his first visit to Spain. 

The purpose of his visit was to generate new initiatives to bring the Spanish and Indian film industries 
closer together and publicise the diversity of locations offered by Valladolid as a film set.

VISITS BY BOBBY BEDI, PRODUCER AND ENTREPRENEUR 
FEBRUARY,	MAY	AND	JUNE 

Renowned film producer Bobby Bedi, owner of the company Kaleidoscope Entertainment, visited Spain 
and the city of Valladolid on several occasions in connection with business projects related to films. 
During his stay in Madrid and Valladolid, Casa de la India set up a number of meetings with companies 
and audio-visual professionals. 

In June, Bobby Bedi visited Valladolid as part of a delegation of businessmen and institutional represen-
tatives on a trip organised by the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries (FICCI), 
Casa de la India and the City of Valladolid. On this visit, a collaboration agreement was signed between 
Kaleidoscope Entertainment and the local company Sociograph Neuromarketing, a pioneer in measu-
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ring the impact of films on the public. Under the agreement, Sociograph will carry out a series of impact 
studies on Bollywood films in India and present its analysis neuroscientific analysis technology for 
audio-visual products.

Before then, on 19 June, at the Faculty of Commerce of the University of Valladolid, the company Socio-
graph Neuromarketing tested the impact of the film "Mango", produced by Kaleidoscope Entertainment 
and directed in Hindi by the filmmaker Abbas Tyrewala. This experiment was a pioneering study in Spain 
with a Bollywood film, involving more than 40 people from India resident in Spain. Thus, the Audito-
rium of the Faculty of Commerce of the Valladolid institution became an improvised cinema where, 
with Sociograph’s technology, real-time studies were performed on the levels of attention and emotion 
experienced of this film, whose rights belong to Sony Pictures.

The screening of "Mango" was also part of the "Visit Valladolid. Heritage & Bollywood" initiative, a 
programme organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the University of Valladolid, Valladolid 
City Council, the Chamber of Commerce of India in Spain and the company Sociograph. At the end of the 
film, the visitors went to the city centre for a sightseeing tour of the Old Town and the historic building 
of Casa de la India on Calle Puente Colgante. 

VISIT BY VIKRAM SANDHU, PRODUCER AND ENTREPRENEUR 
14-16	DECEMBER 

Entrepreneur and film producer Vikram Sandhu (Divya Films), together with a small production team, 
conducted a series of visits to locations in the cities of Barcelona and Valladolid, coordinated by Casa 
de la India with the Valladolid Film Office, for his upcoming film projects. In Valladolid, the delegation 
showed interest in the castles and landscapes of the province and the facilities for shooting in the city 
centre and airport. 

LAUNCH	CEREMONY	FOR	AIR	INDIA	MADRID-NEW	DELHI	DIRECT	FLIGHT	ROUTE	
30	NOVEMBER,	MADRID 

The Director of Casa de la India attended the launch ceremony for the new direct flight route between 
Madrid and New Delhi, which took place in the Salón de Bóvedas at Madrid’s Conde Duque Cultural 
Centre. The event was organised by Madrid Destino, the city council’s tourism department, the Regional 
Government of Madrid and Air India. The new Air India route, which started in December 2016 with thrice 
weekly flights, is a historical milestsone in Spain – India relations and it is expected that it will contri-
bute to visibly increasing trade and tourism between the two countries. Air India Director for Sales and 
Marketing, Pankaj Kumar, First Secretary of the Embassy of India in Spain, Siddhartha Chattopadhyay, 
local, regional and national government representatives as well as other institutions and companies 
from the tourism sector were present at the launch.
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5.3.	 OTHER	BUSINESS	VISITS

"VISIT	VALLADOLID.	HERITAGE	&	BOLLYWOOD"	
19	JUNE 

This promotional programme, organised by Casa de la India with the Indian Chamber of Commerce in 
Spain in collaboration with Valladolid City Council and the University of Valladolid, was attended by 40 
representatives of Indian companies and professionals, some resident in Spain and others from diffe-
rent Indian cities. 

"SPANISH	WINE,	TAPAS	AND	HERITAGE	TOUR	TO	VALLADOLID"	
25	DE	JUNIO 

A prominent group of businessmen, investors and government representatives from India, who, in 
Madrid on 24 June, attended the Business Forum organised by the Chamber of Commerce of Spain, 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries FICCI and Wizcraft as part of the Interna-
tional Indian Film Academy Awards (IIFA) in Madrid, paid a visit to Valladolid.

During the visit, organised by Casa de la India, the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industries (FICCI) and the Valladolid City Council, a group of 30 businessmen, investors and govern-
ment representatives participating in the FICCI-IIFA Global Business Forum "India & Spain Synergies 
and business opportunities" met in Valladolid on Saturday, 25 June. In a promotional programme titled 
"Spanish Wine, Tapas and Heritage Tour to Valladolid", the businessmen arrived in Valladolid from 
Madrid by high-speed train and then met in Casa de la India with representatives of the Valladolid City 
Council, the University of Valladolid, the Chamber of Commerce of Valladolid, Rgional Government of 
Castile and León and winery owners from the province. After the presentation at Casa de la India on 
the city of Valladolid as a wine-tourism destination, as a smart city and its offer of opportunities for 
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business, business cooperation and investment, the visit continued with a tourist route around the 
historsic city centre, which culminated with the reception of the delegation by the Mayor of Valla-
dolid, Oscar Puente, the President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Valladolid, Víctor 
A. Caramanzana Rey and the President of the Valladolid Confederation of Entrepreneurs, Ángela de 
Miguel Sanz, at the City Hall. This formal visit was followed by a tasting lunch based on tapas and wines 
from the province at one of the city’s restaurants. This visit was also part of the activities for promoting 
gastronomic tourism to the city of Valladolid in India, a market with growing purchasing power and a 
great deal of potential.

The promotional trip to Valladolid was the only activity outside the capital of Spain by the official 
delegation of businessmen from India who attended the IIFA "Bollywood Oscars" Gala and parallel 
Business Forum, and served to offer Valladolid as a showcase to attract investment and strengthen 
ties with some of the most important business groups in India. The visitors included Subhash Chandra 
Pandey, Additional Secretary and Financial Advisor, Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public Enter-
prises, Government of India; Atul Kumar, Chief General Manager,National Highways Authority of India; 
Bobby Bedi, CEO of Kaleidoscope Entertainment; Rakesh Sarin, International Managing Director of 
Suzlon Energy Limited; Narender Surana, CEO of Surana Solar Limited; Vikram Talwar, co-founder and 
former chairman of the financial group EXL Services; and Vinod Juneja, director of Gitanjali Gems 
Limited.The Regional Government of Castile and León was also represented at the meeting at Casa 
de la India by José María Ribot García, General Director of the Agency for Innovation, Financing and 
Business Internationalisation, and Carlos Martín Tobalina, General Director of Industry and Competi-
tiveness. 

5.4.	 ACADEMIC	COOPERATION	

OFFICIAL	VISIT	OF	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID	TO	INDIA	
7–11	MARCH,	NEW	DELHI,	AHMEDABAD,	MUMBAI 

In March, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Daniel Miguel, was invited to India by the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) under the "Distinguished Visitors Programme" scheme. 
Accompanied by the Pro-Vice-Chancellor of International Relations and Linguistic Policy, Ramón 
Gonzalez and Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodriguez, the Vice-Chancellor held a series of 
working meetings in the cities of New Delhi, Ahmedabad and Mumbai: 
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MEETING WITH MAHINDRA TECH AND SIGNING OF COLLABORATION AGREEMENT WITH 
UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID 
7	MARCH,	NEW	DELHI 

The University of Valladolid and Mahindra Tech signed a collaboration agreement at the headquarters 
of the Indian company in New Delhi to promote the exchange of experiences and participation in various 
studies and research in areas of mutual interest, including events and projects in the field of smart cities. 
The agreement was signed by Daniel Miguel, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid and Manoj 
Chugh, President of Business and Enterprise Development of Tech Mahindra. 

MEETING WITH JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY, NEW DELHI 
7	MARCH,	NEW	DELHI 

A meeting was held in New Delhi with the Vice-Chancellor-of Jawaharlal Nehru University, M. Jagadesh 
Kumar and several deans on his team. It was jointly proposed to expand the existing collaboration 
between the two universities by incorporating new areas through a new collaboration agreement that 
would include scientific subjects such as chemistry, biotechnology and stem cells. 

MEETING WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF AHMEDABAD 
9	MARCH,	AHMEDABAD 

In the field of educational cooperation, a meeting was held between the Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Ahmedabad, Pankaj Chandra and a large group of professors of various subjects. In the meeting 
it was proposed to extend the existing cooperation areas as defined in the agreement signed in 2010 to 
include promotion of the future exchange of students between both universities in the field of enginee-
ring, and to have a Spanish assistant lecturer at the University of Ahmedabad provided by the University 
of Valladolid to promote knowledge of the Spanish language and culture and student exchange.

During the stay in Ahmedabad, the delegation from Valladolid also visited the Ahmedabad Cultural 
Heritage Venture Lab, located on the University of Ahmedabad campus and created thanks to the 
"Cultural Heritage and Management Venture Lab in Ahmedabad, India" project funded by the European 
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Union (EUROPEAID Programme) and coordinated by Casa de la India. Based on the experiences defined 
in the European project, the centre offers training and personalised expert advice to support the young 
entrepreneurs of Ahmedabad. Through these pioneering training programmes, entrepreneurs incorpo-
rate good practices and management models of proven success in their new businesses, thereby promo-
ting the renewal of the Ahmedabad cultural industry using culture as a vector for economic growth.

MEETING WITH THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT (IIM), AHMEDABAD 
9	MARCH,	AHMEDABAD 

During the stay in Ahmedabad, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid met with the Dean 
of the Indian Institute of Management, Professor Shailesh Gandhi. It was proposed that a Spanish 
language programme be started at the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), shared by the University 
of Ahmedabad and provided by the University of Valladolid, with the aim of introducing the Spanish 
language and culture into IIM’s educational offer and in this way, promoting student exchanges between 
both universities. Several other initiatives were also evaluated to promote the exchange of profes-
sors through short stays, offering specific conferences and seminars and participating in doctoral 
programmes. 

MEETING WITH NMIMS UNIVERSITY, MUMBAI 
10	MARCH,	MUMBAI 

In Mumbai, the Vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid met with Rajan Saxena, Vice-Chancellor 
of the Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies (NMIMS), Debashish Sanyal, Dean of Educa-
tional Management at the University, and Seema Mahajan, Director of the Centre for Family Businesses 
and Entrepreneurship Management. The participants addressed initiatives already underway and new 
actions for collaboration, including one-week study trips for Indian students with a specific theme 
("Doing Business in Spain and Latin America"), exchange programmes for teachers and students and 
the creation of a forum for young entrepreneurs. Furthermore, business and trade studies, scientific 
subjects (chemistry) and law were identified as areas of mutual interest. 

VISITS	OF	ACADEMIC	DELEGATIONS	TO	VALLADOLID	
VISIT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NYSA, POLAND 
10	JUNE 

As part of the ERASMUS + programme to promote the mobility of members from European universities, 
a delegation from Poland made up of Pradeep Kumar, President of Indo-european Education Foundation, 
and Anna Opalka and Aleksandra Nedza, Euro-India coordinators for Poland, visited Valladolid in June. 
Casa de la India coordinated with the University of Valladolid International Relations Service and the 
General Foundation of the University of Valladolid to set up meetings with the University of Valladolid 
Faculties of Commerce, Industrial Engineering and Nursing. The objective of the meetings was to study 
different forms of collaboration between the University of Valladolid and the University of Nysa in these 
areas of academia and research.

During the Polish delegation’s visit, a letter of intent was signed between Indo-european Education 
Foundation and Casa de la India Foundation to foster cooperation between the two institutions through 
joint projects in academia and business. 
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5.5.	 	PARTICIPATION	IN	THE	BIENNIAL	HERITAGE		
RESTORATION	AND	MANAGEMENT	FAIR,	AR&PA	
The AR&PA Biennial of Heritage Restoration and Management took place at the Miguel Delibes Cultural 
Centre in Valladolid from 10 to 13 November. The fair, which, in its previous 2014 edition, invited India as 
its Guest Country, is organised by the Regional Government of Castile and León and has the support of 
UNESCO. India’s presence at the Biennial was coordinated by Casa de la India.

The inauguration of the Indian stand in the official opening ceremony was attended by the President of 
Regional Government of Castile and León, Juan Vicente Herrera and the Regional Minister for Culture 
and Tourism, Maria Josefa Garcia.

Furthermore, on 11 November and coinciding with the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Casa 
de la India Foundation centre, the Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), 
Amarendra Khatua, and the Second Secretary of the Embassy of India in Spain, Sneha Bahaguna, visited 
AR&PA and the India stand. The promotion of India at the AR&PA Biennial was therefore very prominent 
and took place through the institutional presence of Casa de la India and ICCR at the stand, as well as 
various cultural and academic components managed by Casa de la India. The closing of activities related 
to India culminated in a concert of classical Indian music on 12 November by the sitarist Subrata De, 
accompanied on the tabla by Yonder Rodriguez. The concert took place in the Experimental Theatre of 
the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre.

PRESENTATION	AT	AR&PA	OF	THE	RESULTS	OF	THE	"CULTURAL	HERITAGE	&	MANAGEMENT	
VENTURE	LAB	IN	AHMEDABAD,	INDIA"	PROJECT	
11	NOVEMBER 

As part of the AR&PA Biennial, there was a presentation of the results of the EU-funded "Cultural heritage 
& management venture lab in Ahmedabad, India" project under the EUROPEAID programme. On this 
occasion, Juan Manuel Guimerans, Area Director for Culture and Tourism of Valladolid City Council and 
Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, presented the milestones of this 33-month pioneering 
project in Ahmedabad, India, which seeks to be an example in the field of cultural cooperation, using culture 
as a tool for the economic development of cities.
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5.6.	 	PARTICIPATION	IN	EVENTS	OF		
THE	SPAIN-INDIA	CONCIL	FOUNDATION	

THE	5TH	EDITION	OF	THE	"FUTURE	INDIAN	LEADERS"		
SPAIN-INDIA	COUNCIL	FOUNDATION	PROGRAMME	
3	JUNE,	MADRID 

Spain-India Council Foundation, of which Casa de la India is a Board Member, held the 5th annual "Future 
Indian Leaders" programme, aimed at strengthening relations between India and Spain and through 
which Indian professionals who are considered exceptional in their field are invited to visit Spain and 
experience the country first-hand. This edition sought to deepen awareness between both countries in 
Sustainable Urban Development, encouraging the creation of contact networks between companies, 
professionals and institutions and showing Spain’s capacity in these fields. On this occasion the delega-
tion was made up of distinguished representatives from the Indian infrastructures sector and the media 
and focused on innovation, infrastructures, energy, transport, education and economy.

On 3 June, Guillermo Rodriguez, director of Casa de la India, had the opportunity to participate in 
the working lunch organised as part of the the Future Indian Leaders programme at Fundación Banco 
Santander. During the lunch, the needs of India in this area were discussed, together with the latest 
trends in sustainable urban development and opportunities for cooperation with Spain. 

WORK	MEETING	WITH	PARLIAMENTARIANS	FROM	INDIA	
21	OCTOBER,	MADRID 

The Director of Casa de la India attended the work meeting organised in Madrid by the Spain India 
Council Foundation where he joined the delegation led by Ananth Kumar, India’s Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs and Minister of Chemicals and Fertilisers. The meeting was also attended by Antonio 
Escámez, President of the Spain India Council Foundation, its Secretary General, Alonso Dezcallar, and 
the directors and representatives of various companies and institutions that make up the Board of 
Trustees of the Foundation. Antonio Escámez, Secretary General of the Spain India Council Foundation, 
highlighted the good relations between the two countries and recalled the celebrations held in Spain and 
India in 2016 for the 60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations. Indian visitors also 
expressed their satisfaction at the opportunity to visit Spain, coinciding with this celebration, and highly 
appreciated the close collaboration between the two countries. During the meeting, participants mainly 
discussed different aspects of the bilateral relations between the two countries. The Spanish represen-
tatives also had the opportunity to learn more about how the Indian government worked in the largest 
democracy in the world.
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