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	 PRESENTATION

We are pleased to present the Annual Report 2015 of Casa de la India 
Foundation which summarizes the list of activities and events in which Casa de 
la India has had the privilege to participate and collaborate. The year 2015 has 
seen an intense activity of the Foundation in its various areas (institutional, 
culture, education, and cooperation and enterprise) with the aim of developing 
multiple ties between India and Spain and raising awareness in Spain of the 
diversity of Indian culture and society. 

In 2015 the visibility of India in Spain was greatly enhanced by the world-
wide initiative to celebrate the International Yoga Day on 21st June. The 
draft resolution establishing the International Day of Yoga was proposed by 
India and endorsed by a record 175 member states at the the United Nations 
General Assembly. The proposal was first introduced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in his address during the opening of the 69th session of the 
UN General Assembly. The city of Valladolid joined cities around the world to 
celebrate this event for the first time with an open air gathering of 600 people 
on Sunday 21st June in the heart of the city. This initiative of the Government 
of India coordinated by the Embassy of India was held in Valladolid, Madrid 
and Barcelona as well as other cities in Spain. In Valladolid the day’s events 
were organized by Casa de la India in collaboration with Valladolid City Council 
along with various Yoga groups and schools. 

In preparation of the Year 2016, which will mark 60 years of diplomatic 
relations between India and Spain, the Embassy of India, the Spanish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and the Casa de la India announced a 
competition to design a logo to represent the Year of India in Spain/Year of 
Spain in India – 2016. The selected graphic will serve as the representative 
image of all the activities programmed for the year 2016. Another inspiring 
competition, addressed to students, was launched to mark the centenary 
of the return of Mahatma Gandhi to India (1915). The Embassy of India and 
the Casa de la India announced, as part of the School Day of Non-Violence 
and Peace (30th January), an essay competition about Mahatma Gandhi for 
primary and secondary students. Over 200 entries were received from all over 
Spain and Latin America.

In the cultural field we must highlight the production of "Flamenco India", 
a live show created and directed by the eminent filmmaker Carlos Saura 
which was co-produced by the Calderón Theatre of Valladolid, Valladolid 
City Council and Teamwork Arts (New Delhi), in collaboration with Casa de 
la India and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). In a succession 
of vibrant and visually powerful numbers, the show revealed the essential 
elements of Indian and Spanish performing arts connecting two forms of 
expression, united by music and dance, travelling to the very depths of 
their roots. A series of other outstanding music and dance performances 
of diverse artistic styles delighted audiences in Valladolid, Madrid and 
other cities in Spain in 2015, including several artistic troupes that visited 
Spain with the support of ICCR: Jayanta Kumar Das (Rudra Veena), Uday 
Vishwanath Deshpande and Abhishek Deval (Mallakhamb), Sandip Chatterjee 
(Santoor), Anil Panchal Dance Group (Mayurbhanj Chhau), and Jyotsna 
Jaganathan (Bharata Natyam). Amongst the various exhibitions held at Casa 
de la India throughout 2015, there were two marvelous displays of art works 
sent by ICCR: "The Religions of India", a series of photographs by Amit Mehra 
projecting India´s eternal spirit of celebration and as a unique civilization 
home to a mosaic of religions; and, later in the year, the painting exhibition 
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"Stream of Consciousness" featuring works by the talented young painter 
Chandar Shekar Sain.

Another pioneering cultural project to bring Spain and India closer was the 
"Spain-India Writers Meeting". This project, organized in both countries by Casa 
de la India in collaboration with several Spanish and Indian institutions (ICCR, 
AC/E Spanish Cultural Action, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Sahitya Akademi, 
Cervantes Institute, and the City Councils of Soria, Ávila and Segovia), was 
intended to promote eminent contemporary Spanish and Indian poets through 
the organization of a succession of events in New Delhi, Calcutta (Calcutta 
Book Fair) in February, and in Madrid, Soria (Expoesía), Ávila and Segovia in the 
month of August. This literary ex-change program and poetic dialogue included 
poetry readings, recitals, concerts and a poetry translation workshop with 
writers, translators and academic experts. As always, Casa de la India also had 
its regular program of book presentations, lectures, and film cycles showcasing 
contemporary subjects as well as classical and traditional. In the area of education 
the intercultural Escuela de la India (India School) program had thousands of 
primary and secondary school students from Valladolid and the region of Castile 
and León participate in workshops and cultural visits over the year. 

This was also a key year for the implementation of the project "Cultural 
Heritage & Management Venture Lab" in Ahmedabad, an international 
cooperation project funded by the European Union through its EuropAid 
program. The project is led by Casa de la India and coordinated with four 
project partners, Ahmedabad University (Centre for Heritage Management), 
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, University of Valladolid and the City Council 
of Valladolid. Throughout this second year, Casa de la India has coordinated 
and guided the project partners in the preparation of training activities related 
to the "Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage and Creative Industries Cluster" created 
as part of this project, with the objective of offering the training activities, 
technical, legal and financial assistance, incorporating the best practice of 
India and Europe in the field of conservation and management of cultural 
heritage. Another milestone was the setting up of the Ahmedabad Heritage 
Venture Lab (AHVL), which was inaugurated at Ahmedabad University as an 
innovative space to incubate and mentor innovative new and economically 
sustainable ventures in the heritage sector. 

The intensive program of events also focused on developing lasting bonds 
between the civil societies of India and Spain through cooperation projects 
in the academic field channeled through the University of Valladolid, as well 
as interactions aimed at Smart City cooperation between India and Spain 
covering technological, entrepreneurial, administrative and management 
aspects. Once more, several actions were aimed at the film industry sector 
and after signing an MoU with the Spain Film Commission, Casa de la India 
helped organize a Shooting in Spain event in Mumbai in the month of February 
to attract Bollywood film projects to this country.

With unrelenting dedication Casa de la India thus looks forward to celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of India –Spain diplomatic relations in the year 2016, 
which will provide an excellent opportunity to leverage the solid groundwork 
laid by Casa de la India in the past years in the cultural sector.

Dr. Guillermo Rodríguez Martín  
Director
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1.1.	 BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	OF	THE	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	FOUNDATION
CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	FOUNDATION	BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	MEETINGS	IN	2015
Two Ordinary Board Meetings were held at Casa de la India on April 2nd and December 9th in 2015, and an 
Extraordinary Board Meeting was held on July 29th. The Board of Trustees, comprising representatives 
from the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council, the University of Valladolid and the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations, is the highest governing body of the Casa de la India Foundation and is 
responsible for its management and control. It is composed of a President, a Vice-president and vocal 
members. The presidency is rotary and is held successively for two-year periods by the Mayor of Valla-
dolid City Council and the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid. 

During 2015 the Board of Trustees underwent several changes. In the meeting of July 29th 2015, the 
Mayor of Valladolid, Oscar Puente Santiago, took over from Francisco Javier León de la Riva, as Vice 
President of the Foundation. At the same meeting, Ana María Carmen Redondo García, Councillor for 
Trade, Culture and Tourism, was named as Valladolid City Council’s vocal member on the Board, formally 
substituting Mercedes Cantalapiedra Álvarez, the previous Valladolid City Council Councillor for Trade, 
Culture and Tourism. 

The Board of Trustee members in 2015 were as follows:

PRESIDENT

Daniel Miguel San José   
Vice-Chancellor,	University	of	Valladolid	

VICE PRESIDENT

Francisco Javier León de la Riva (until	June	13th	2015)
Oscar Puente Santiago (post	June	13th	2015)
Mayor,	Valladolid	City	Council	

VOCAL MEMBERS

Vikram Misri   
Ambassador	of	India	to	Spain

Satish C. Mehta (until	September	2015) 
Director	General	of	the	Indian	Council	for	Cultural	Relations	(ICCR)	

Mercedes Cantalapiedra Álvarez (until	June	13th	2015) 
Ana María Carmen Redondo García (post	June	13th	2015) 
Councillor	for	Trade,	Culture	and	Tourism,	Valladolid	City	Council

José Ramón González García   
Pro	Vice-Chancellor	of	International	Relations	and	University	Extension	of	the	University	of	Valladolid

SECRETARY

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín  
Director	of	the	Casa	de	la	India	

1.	 INSTITUTIONAL
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1.2.	 COUNCIL	OF	HONOUR
Honorary board members are drawn from outstanding personalities and institutions whose functions 
are honorific and consultative with the aim of providing a better service for the Foundation. Her Royal 
Highness Princess Irene of Greece holds the Presidency of the Council of Honour. In 2015, businessman 
Ratan Tata and maestro Zubin Mehta continued to be among the distinguished members of the Council 
of Honour. 

PRESIDENT

HRH Princess Irene of Greece 

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF HONOUR

Ratan Tata 
Zubin Mehta 

1.3.	 FRIENDS	AND	BOARD	OF	FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
The Casa de la India Board of Friends (Junta de Amigos) acts to promote, stimulate and support cultural 
and educational initiatives, such as management and cooperation programs between India and Spain. 
As well as encouraging involvement with people interested in Indian culture and society, becoming a 
Friend (Amigo) of Casa de la India allows for more frequent contact with the Foundation and privileged 
participation in the regular activities and special events organised by Casa de la India.

FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
One of the main aims of the Casa is to offer its visitors a variety of services which cater to their interests 
and needs. To better take advantage of the activities and services offered, all our visitors are invited to 
become Friends (Amigos) of Casa de la India, by means of an annual contribution, which allows them to 
enjoy a range of benefits and discounts as well as receiving monthly updates concerning all the activities 
organised by Casa de la India. 

BOARD	OF	FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
The Casa de la India Board of Friends (Junta de Amigos) as a body of the Casa de la India Foundation is 
defined in the Statutes of the Foundation. The purpose of the Board of Friends is to propose, suggest, 
and collaborate in initiatives related to the Foundation’s objectives. The Board of Friends regulations 
allow for the following types of members:

• Benefactor Friends

• Sponsor Friends

• Collaborator Friends

• Emeritus Friends

In 2015, the Board of Friends included the following emeritus friends:

Fernando Colomo and Beatriz de la Gándara

Julio Juberías

Viswanathan Anand

José Paz
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1.4.	 INSTITUTIONAL	EVENTS
Since its founding Casa de la India has aimed is to promote a greater awareness of India in Spain by 
serving as a platform for collaboration and cooperation between institutions and to work together to 
strengthen relations between the two countries in all areas. As a foundation created by three public 
entities, the Republic of India, through the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council and the 
University of Valladolid, this function is considered to be of the highest importance.

WORLD	HINDI	DAY	
JANUARY	13,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

The Indian Ministry for External Affairs declared January 10th World Hindi Day following the celebration 
of the first World Hindi Conference in Nagpur in 2006. The Cultural Attaché of the Embassy of India in 
Madrid, Maitrey Kulkarni, Pro Vice-Chancellor of International Relations and University Extension of the 
University of Valladolid, José Ramón González García, and Casa de la India Director, Guillermo Rodriguez 
presented a new series of Hindi courses to be offered jointly by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
and University of Valladolid.

VISIT	OF	THE	ICCR	DEPUTY	DIRECTOR		
JULY	29

The Deputy Director of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Dinkar Asthana, visited Casa de 
la India to attend the Board Meeting of 29th July. During his visit he was able to learn firsthand about 
the activities being carried out during the year, as well as to discuss the action plan for the special year 
2016 which would celebrate 60 years of India-Spain diplomatic relations. He had the opportunity to visit 
the main sights of the city of Valladolid and interacted with the Casa de la India Board Members of the 
Valladolid City Council and the University of Valladolid. The Board Meetings were chaired by the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Daniel Miguel San José.

INTERNATIONAL	DAY	OF	YOGA		
JUNE	21,	ACERA	DE	RECOLETOS,	VALLADOLID

The draft resolution establishing the International Day of Yoga was proposed by India and 
endorsed by a record 175 member states the United Nations general assembly. The proposal was 
first introduced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his address during the opening of the 69th 
session of the General Assembly, in which he said: "Yoga is an invaluable gift from our ancient 
tradition. Yoga embodies unity of mind and body, thought and action... a holistic approach [that] 
is valuable to our health and our well-being. Yoga is not just about exercise; it is a way to discover 
the sense of oneness with yourself, the world and the nature." In his statement before the vote 
on the resolution, the President of the 69th session of the General Assembly, Sam Kutesa empha-
sized this point: "For centuries, people from all walks of life have practiced yoga, recognizing its 
unique embodiment of unity between mind and body. Yoga brings thought and action together 
in harmony." 

To celebrate the "International Yoga Day" events sponsored by the Government of India and the UN 
were organised in 251 cities in 192 countries worldwide. These celebrations included free yoga classes 
and practices in public spaces, as well as lectures and demonstrations. A masterclass comprising 30 
asanas was common to all the places and people celebrating this day.
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Valladolid joined cities around the world to celebrate this event for the first time with an open air gathe-
ring of almost 600 perople on Sunday 21 June in the heart of the city. This initiative of the Government 
of India through the Embassy of India was held in Valladolid, Madrid and Barcelona as well as other 
cities in Spain. In Valladolid the day’s events were organized by Casa de la India in collaboration with the 
Embassy of India and Valladolid City Council along with various Yoga groups and schools.

CELEBRATION	OF	INDEPENDENCE	DAY		
AUGUST	15,	PARQUE	DE	LA	PAZ,	VALLADOLID

Once again Valladolid’s Parque de la Paz (Peace Park) provided the background for the celebration of 
India’s Independence Day on August 15th. Members of Valladolid’s Indian community, mostly from the 
south-Indian state of Kerala, came together at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi and gave a floral offering 
to the father of India’s Independence. The Indian Cultural Association of Castile and Leon organised 
this event in which the Indian community praised Gandhi’s principles of non-violence and remembered 
those who gave their lives in the fight for India´s independence so that future generations would have 
a better life. The Association which represents the Indian community in Castile and Leon organises 
various cultural activities and provides a support network not only for its members but also for the 
Indian immigrants who arrive in Valladolid.

COMMEMORATION	OF	GANDHI	JAYANTI		
OCTOBER	2,	PARQUE	DE	LA	PAZ,	VALLADOLID

The International Day of Non-Violence was set as the 2nd of October by the United Nations to coincide 
with the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (2nd October 1869). In commemoration, Ambassador 
Vikram Misri, University of Valladolid Vice Chancellor, Daniel Miguel San José, and Pro Vice-Chancellor 
of International Relations and University Extension, José Ramón González García, Valladolid City Council 
Mayor, Oscar Puente, Segovia’s Councillor for Culture, Marifé Santiago, Casa de la India and members 
of the Indian Cultural Association of Castilla and Leon among other participants and the general public 
paid tribute to Mahatma Gandhi by placing a traditional floral offering at the statue of the Mahatma in 
Valladolid’s Parque de la Paz (Peace Park). The event was accompanied by the Condesa Eylo Secondary 
School Choir who sang the Indian National Anthem.
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COMPETITION	TO	DESIGN	A	LOGO	FOR	THE		
"YEAR	OF	INDIA	IN	SPAIN/YEAR	OF	SPAIN	IN	INDIA	–	2016"		
NOVEMBER	7-30

2016 marks 60 years of diplomatic relations between India and Spain. Relations between the two 
countries have always been very warm and cordial and there have been several high level visits from 
both sides and bilateral trade and commercial ties have seen an impressive increase over the decades 
as have cultural and academic relations. To celebrate the 60th year of diplomatic relations a range of 
cultural, commercial, academic and people-to-people events focused on India are planned in Spain and 
vice versa. It was within this context that the Embassy of India, the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation and the Casa de la India Foundation announced this competition to design a graphic 
to represent the Year of India in Spain/Year of Spain in India – 2016. The graphic will serve as the 
representative image of all the activities programmed for this year. 

1.5.	 	INSTITUTIONAL	COLLABORATIONS	
WITH	OTHER	ORGANISATIONS
CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	AND	THE	SPAIN-INDIA	COUNCIL	FOUNDATION	
Casa de la India has been on the board of trustees of the Spain-India Council Foundation since its 
creation in April 2009. With the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, the Spain-
India Council Foundation works to promote relationships of mutual interest between the civil societies 
of Spain and India, such as financial, trade and business cooperation and activities of a cultural, 
scientific, civic or educational nature, as well as environmental protection. As a member of the Board 
of the Spain-India Council Foundation, Casa de la India participated in the Board Meetings held in 
Madrid on June 24th and November 19th at their headquarters at the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation.
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INSTITUTIONAL	RELATIONS	WITH	AHMEDABAD	
The city of Valladolid signed a friendship agreement with the city of Ahmedabad in 2008 in order to 
jointly carry out projects to promote heritage and tourism. Both cities are also part of the EuroIndia 
Centre network and hope to further extend relations between them through a new action plan to 
undertake joint ventures in the promotion of heritage, architecture, tourism, company visits and inves-
tment. The cooperation project financed by the European Union under the EuropAid scheme "Cultural 
Heritage Management and Venture Lab in Ahmedabad, India", inaugurated in February 2014, conti-
nued with various meetings and courses throughout the year – these events are detailed in section 5 
of this report. The project is coordinated by Casa de la India with Valladolid City Council, Ahmedabad 
Munincipal Corporation and the Universities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad as partners. The director of 
Casa de la India visited Ahmedabad in the months of February, April and December 2015. He had the 
occasion during these visits to meet with the authorities of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation and 
Ahmedabad University to explore avenues for further collaborations and to expand the bi-lateral coope-
ration between Valladolid and Ahmedabad to include projects related to Smart Cities, technological and 
and business relations in the near future.

 

1.6.	 AGREEMENTS
In order to better achieve its aims, the Casa de la India Foundation can establish links and relationships 
with other bodies deemed to be suitable and formalise agreements with organisations and institutions 
be they public, private, national or foreign. During 2015, Casa de la India signed the following agreement: 

Collaboration agreement between the Casa de la India Foundation and the Spain Film Commission to 
develop a plan to promote Spain as a destination for Indian audiovisual productions, signed on January 
29 at the FITUR international tourism fair in Madrid.

1.7.	 GRANTS

1.7.1.	 GRANTS	AND	INTERNSHIPS	AT	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	
Throughout 2015 Casa de la India has taken advantage of several grant and subsidy programs of diffe-
ring types. In order for Casa de la India to fully meet the demands and objectives laid out in its Statutes, 
it relies on the various grant and aid programs offered by differing public administrations. In 2015, Casa 
de la India participated in the following schemes:

WORK	EXPERIENCE	PROGRAM,	DEGREE	IN	ENGLISH	STUDIES,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID	
This program for work experience, regulated by an agreement between Casa de la India and the Univer-
sity of Valladolid, was set up so that the student could experience the international and multilingual 
environment of Casa de la India – to learn about its structure, how it is run, work practices and techni-
ques etc. as a practical complement to the studies being followed. Casa de la India had four students 
through this program in 2015.
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WORK	EXPERIENCE	PROGRAM,	MASTER	IN	SPANISH	STUDIES,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
In 2015 Casa de la India received one intern through this program which was arranged in collaboration 
with the Jawarharlal Nehru University of Delhi, India.

INTERNSHIPS	AT	SMEs,	SANTANDER	BANK	GRANT	SCHEME	THROUGH	
THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
Casa de la India received one intern through this Santander Bank grant scheme which is designed to 
supplement the skills acquired by Spanish university students by placing them in real work situations, 
expanding their knowledge and enabling contact with companies that could facilitate job placement.

VOCATIONAL	TRAINING	PROGRAM,	REGIONAL	GOVERNMENT	OF	CASTILLA	AND	LEON		
AND	CICERÓN	OF	CASTILLA	AND	LEON
In 2015 Casa de la India had two students through this program aimed at students of Vocational 
Training courses. The interns received through this scheme collaborated in Casa de la India’s 
educational project, Escuela de la India (India School).

WORK	EXPERIENCE	PROGRAM,	CHAMBER	OF	COMMERCE	AND	INDUSTRY,	VALLADOLID	
Thanks to the collaboration agreement signed between Casa de la India and the Valladolid Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry in 2014, Casa de la India offers a practical work experience program to 
Chamber of Commerce students to help promote trade relations between Spain and India. Casa 
de la India received one intern through this program in 2015 with the aim of getting to know the 
multicultural and multilingual aspects of the Foundation through its methods, working practices and 
organisation. The intern identified the different needs of the construction sector of the Indian market 
in order to produce a database of companies from Castilla and Leon willing to export their products  
to India.

1.7.2.	 	SCHOLARSHIPS	FROM	THE	INDIAN	COUNCIL	FOR	CULTURAL	
RELATIONS	(ICCR)	OF	THE	GOVERNMENT	OF	INDIA	
Casa de la India collaborated in publicising and informing interested parties of scholarships offered by 
the Government of India, via the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). The scholarships were 
part of the academic year 2015-2016 Program for Cultural Exchange between India and Spain. The 
scholarships are aimed at Spanish students wishing to undertake graduate or postgraduate studies, or 
investigation in Indian Universities and Educational Institutions.
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One of the main objectives of the Casa de la India Foundation is the dissemination of Indian culture in 
Spain. Every year it tries to reflect the cultural wealth of the country with a variety of events. In 2015 this 
included exhibitions, film screenings, performing arts, music and a large literature section. 

In order to offer this cultural program the Casa de la India has been working with the Embassy of India 
in Spain, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the Valladolid City Council, the University of 
Valladolid and other cultural institutions in Spain, Europe and India. 

2.1.	 EXHIBITIONS
EXHIBITION	"RAVI	SHANKAR	AND	CINEMA"		
MAY	16	-	18,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

As part of the "European Museum Night" and "International Museum Day", this exhibition showed 
a journey through Ravi Shankar’s compositions for the films of Oscar-winning Satyajit Ray, Richard 
Attenborough’s Gandhi, the BBC production of Alice in Wonderland, Bollywood films, etc.

2.	 CULTURE
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PHOTOGRAPHY	EXHIBITION	"RELIGIONS	OF	INDIA"		
MAY	28	-	JULY	31,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

This exhibition by Amit Mehra, organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the ICCR (Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations) shows India’s eternal spirit of celebration through photographs. A unique 
civilisation with a mosaic of religions as varied as the Earth. The different religions and their festivities 
are the jewels in the Indian cultural crown.

PAINTING	EXHIBITION	"STREAM	OF	CONSCIOUSNESS"		
OCTOBER	16	–	DECEMBER	3,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

The exhibition "Stream of Consciousness", sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) 
offered the public the chance to discover a selection of paintings from the work of the outstanding young 
artist from Rajasthan, Chandrashekar Sain. 
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The main inspiration for his work is India, more specifically from his homeland, Rajasthan. His paintings 
are steeped in history and tradition. Once of his greatest sources of inspiration is religion, particularly the 
understanding of Sufi worship, in order to enjoy, as they do, life in full. Following this trend, just as is found 
in Sufi art, his work uses similar lines and shapes to cave paintings. With a childlike style, free of inhibitions, 
Shekar tries to keep his work simple and natural.

2.2.	 FILM

2.2.1.	 FILM	CYCLES	

FILM	AND	GASTRONOMY		
FEBRUARY	5	-	12,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

Film cycle devoted to food-related productions, including the documentary Himself he cooks, by Valérie 
Berteau and Philippe Witjes, and the full length feature film The Lunchbox, by Ritesh Batra.

HIMSELF HE COOKS

In the Golden Temple in Amritsar, hundreds of volunteers cook thousands of free meals every day. The 
spontaneous choreography of many philanthropists’ hands reveals the essence and atmosphere of this 
fascinating place.

LUNCHBOX

Ila, a middle-class housewife immersed in a boring marriage, attempts to rekindle her husband’s interest 
with a special recipe, when his lunchbox is delivered by mistake to office worker Saajan, a bachelor who 
is about to retire.
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BOLLYWOOD	CYCLE	
MARCH	12	&	19,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

Bollywood film cycle with its legendary musical scenes. This series included Devdas, directed by Sanjay 
Lela Bhansali, and Kal Ho Naa Ho, by Nikhil Advani.

DEVDAS

The musical Devdas, embellished with fabulous choreography, tells the story of a man who, after his 
wealthy family forbids him from marrying the woman he is in love with, spirals into a life of drinking and 
vice to ease the pain.

KAL HO NAA HO

Set in New York City, Kal Ho Naa Ho tells the story of Naina, a serious-natured girl whose outlook 
changes completely when she meets her new neighbour Aman, who teaches her a new way of life.

APARNA	SEN	CYCLE	
JUNE	16	-	18,	AULA	MERGELINA	(FACULTY	OF	LAW,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID)	

Film cycle organised by the Casa de la India and the Department of Film at the University of Valladolid, 
dedicated to the director Aparna Sen, the Indian film maker of ten full length feature movies that repre-
sent a new genre, far removed from the Bollywood industry. The series included the films Sati, Yugant 
and Iti Mrinalini.

SATI

A young Brahmin girl has a disastrous horoscope. The fact that she is mute only makes her situation 
worse. Her horoscope predicts that she will be widowed at an early age. If the prediction is true, not only 
is it unfortunate for her future husband, but also for her, as under the religious customs of the time she 
will be burned alive on her husband’s funeral pyre ("Sati"). To avoid this fate, her family has created an 
ingenious strategy.

YUGANT

Deepak and Anasuya are separated, living their lives apart in Cuttack and Bombay. They meet again 
eighteen months after their separation in the small fishing village where they spent their honeymoon. 
Although both protecting their professional careers that keep them apart, Deepak and Anasuya soon 
realise that their feelings for each other have not changed.

ITI MRINALINI

Mrinalini, an elderly actress, is writing a suicide note. The first lesson she learned as an actress was 
timing – the perfect moment to enter or leave a scene. In her life, Mrinalini could not control her entry 
into the world; but she wants to control her exit from it, at least. However, before taking all the pills that 
will send her to sleep forever, she decides to destroy all her memories – letters, photographs, newspaper 
cuttings, objects from her past – to prevent the press from getting hold of them.

GOLDEN	CLASSICS	CYCLE	
JULY	9	–	NOVEMBER	9,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

To mark the 90th Anniversary of the birth of the Indian director, producer and actor Guru Dutt, the 
classic film Pyaasa was shown. Set in India post-independence, this film tells the story of Vijay, a poet 
trying to get his work read, and Gulabo, a prostitute with a heart of gold who helps him to get his poetry 
published.  

Also as part of the 90th Anniversary celebrations of the birth of the acclaimed Indian film director 
Ritwik Ghatak, the classic Jukti Takko Aar Gappo was screened. This film tells the story of Nilkantha, an 
alcoholic and a disenchanted intellectual whose wife has left him. The film is notable for using an excep-
tional combination of images that push the narrative to the limit.

"OTHER	OUTLOOKS,	THE	SAME	LANGUAGE":	INDIA
Film cycle in original language with subtitles in Spanish. Organised by the Directorate-General  
for Cultural Policy of Castilla y Leon and the Casa de la India, this event toured the provinces and 
towns of Castilla y León. It included That girl in yellow boots by Anurag Kashyap, Amu by Shonali 
Bose, Indian Shorts by various writers, and A Chairy Tale, co-directed by Norman McLaren and 
Claude Jutra.
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THAT GIRL IN YELLOW BOOTS

Ruth is trying to find her father: a man she barely knew but cannot forget. Desperation leads her to start 
working as an illegal immigrant in a Bombay massage parlour. As she strives to make her own way in life, 
she gets caught up in the strange dynamic of the urban underworld. The city feeds off her bad luck, and 
love evades her. Meanwhile, she needs to face a devastating truth.

AMU

Kaju, an Indian American woman, travels to India to visit her famil. As she wanders around Delhi she is 
overcome by a sense of dejà-vu and she stumbles across the secrets and lies of her past. With the help of 
Kabir, a young man who is deeply attracted to her and her search, Kaju sets out on an inexorable journey 
that reveals the hushed-up story of genocide in Delhi in 1984.

INDIAN SHORTS

"Jagjeet", "Make me think", "Us paar/The other end", "Rose bed".

A CHAIRY TALE

An interesting exercise in comic artistry, notable for its simplicity and fine execution. A young man disco-
vers that a chair does not want him to sit on it, but in the end they reach a compromise. Watch to find 
out how!

2.2.2.	 OTHER	FILM	SCREENINGS	AT	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

DOCUMENTARY	FILM:	GANDHI’S	INDIA
JANUARY	15,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

Gandhi’s India is a historical documentary focusing mainly on the fight for independence after Gandhi 
returned to India in 1915. Using extensive archive material, the film gives details of key events involving 
figures such as Nehru, Churchill, Jinnah, etc.

SHORT	FILMS:	A	CHAIRY	TALE	AND	THE	TIGER	AND	THE	BRAHMIN
APRIL	7,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

As part of the "Ravi Shankar Memorial", in which each year homage is paid to this legendary Indian 
musician marking his birth, two films were screened: A Chairy Tale, co-directed by Norman McLaren and 
Claude Jutra, and The Tiger and the Brahmin, an adaptation of the popular Indian tale written by Brian 
Gleeson and illustrated by Kurt Vargö.

DOCUMENTARY	FILM:	KALAKSHETRA	BY	V.	PACKIRISAMY
APRIL	29,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

As part of the "International Dance Day", screening of the documentary Kalakshetra, portrait of the 
work of Smt. Rukmini Devi Arundale in setting up the dance academy "Kalakshetra", specialising in 
the traditional dance form of Bharata Natyam. Under Arundale’s management, the institution attained 
national and worldwide fame. The documentary was presented and introduced by the dancer Gloria 
Mandelik.

DOCUMENTARY	FILM:	YOGA:	ALIGNING	TO	THE	SOURCE	BY	RAJA	CHOUDHURY
JUNE	19,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

Shown to mark International Yoga Day, Yoga: Aligning to the Source explores the origins of yoga, its 
development and practice, its integration through Indian religions and its successful spread around the 
world.

2.2.3.	 SCREENINGS	IN	OTHER	CITIES	

DOCUMENTARY	FILM:	INDIAN	ROOTS	OF	TIBETAN	BUDDHISM	BY	BENOY	BEHL
JULY	10,	CíRCULO	DE	BELLAS	ARTES,	MADRID	

Indian Roots of Tibetan Buddhism by Benoy Behl, is a pioneering documentary, clearly presenting for the 
first time the philosophical and cultural roots of Tibetan Buddhism. The documentary includes extensive 
interviews with the Dalai Lama and other great Tibetan figures.
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2.3.	 PERFORMING	ARTS	AND	MUSIC

MUSIC	AND	DANCE:	"RASA	DUENDE"
FEBRUARY	27,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
DECEMBER	17,	LA	CáRCEL	SEGOVIA,	CREATIVE	CENTRE

Performed by José Salinas (vocals, percussion and sound), Carlos Blanco (Spanish and electric guitar) 
and Mónica de la Fuente (dance and recital).

Dance and music show inspired by Lorca’s Cante Jondo poems that dissects the experience of song and 
converts it into image, sound and movement. An exploration into the relationships between poetic image, 
the primitive and stylised sound of flamenco and dance inspired by the contemporary languages of India 
and Spain. These languages take to each other and delve deep into the true meaning of movement. 

Organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with AC/E (Spanish Cultural Action), Segovia City Council 
and the Castilla and León Regional Government.

BOLLYWOOD	DANCE:	"COLOURS	OF	INDIA"
MARCH	28,	ZORRILLA	THEATRE,	VALLADOLID	

"Bollywood. Colours of India", organised by the Zorrilla Theatre in collaboration with Casa de la India, 
was a musical show that turned into a huge Bollywood set. This famous Indian film industry has taken 
the whole world by storm with its vitality, rhythm and colour. The production presented a new concept 
of musical starring the Indian-born actor and choreographer Sunny Singh.
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RUDRA	VEENA	CONCERT:	JAYANTA	KUMAR	DAS
APRIL	17,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
APRIL	19,	ALBéITAR	THEATRE,	LEóN

Concert of classical Hindustani rudra veena music played by Dr. Jayanta Kumar Das (rudra veena), 
with Vishwanath Arjunsa Nakod (bass tabla) and Sumit Kumar Bardhan (tanpura). Organised by Casa 
de la India and the University of León, in collaboration with the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations).

SITAR	CONCERT:	SUBRATA	DE
MAY	1,	SANTA	MARíA	DE	WAMBA	CHURCH,	WAMBA,	VALLADOLID	

Classical sitar concert recital by Subrata De, accompanied by tabla percussionist Nantha Kumar. Subrata 
De is a master of improvisation and possesses the rare ability to breathe life and originality into a 
classical theme.

MALLAKHAMB	DEMONSTRATION	WITH	MAESTRO	UDAY	VISHWANATH	DESHPANDE
MAY	14,	"EL	HORMIGUERO"	TV	PROGRAM,	A3	TV,	MADRID
MAY	15,	PLAZA	DEL	REGAL,	LEóN
MAY	16,	PLAZA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Mallakhamb demonstration by Abhishek Deval, directed by maestro Uday Vishwanath Deshpande. 
Mallakhamb is a traditional sport in India, where a gymnast performs acrobatics on a vertical wooden 
post. The word "mallakhamb" is made up of the words "malla" (man) and "khamb" (post).
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HANSA	VEENA	CONCERT:	IDO	SEGAL
MAY	16,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

As part of "European Museum Night" and "International Museum Day", the musician Ido Segal performed 
Indian music on his hansa veena in seven 15-minute sessions.

DHRUPAD	CONCERT:	THE	GUNDECHA	BROTHERS
MAY	29,	RéPLIKA	TEATRE,	MADRID	

The Gundecha Brothers offered their first and only concert in Madrid as part of their 2015 European 
tour, organised by the Casa de la India and the Aushadhi Yoga School. The Gundecha Brothers have 
been immeasurably significant for the ancient musical style known as Dhrupad (origin and basis for 
all classical Hindostani music). Their numerous performances in dozens of countries, over three dozen 
albums and countless workshops and conferences have made Dhrupad accessible to people and popular 
around the world.

SANTOOR	CONCERTS:	SANDIP	CHATTERJEE
JULY	16,	CAIxAFORUM,	MADRID
JULY	17,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
JUNE	18,	VIC	CASINO,	VIC	(BARCELONA)
JULY	19,	LA	VEGA	AUDITORIUM,	ARROYO	DE	LA	ENCOMIENDA

In collaboration with the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), music on the santoor (instru-
ment with approximately one hundred strings, originating from the Kashmir valley), performed by the 
experienced Indian musician Sandip Chatterjee, accompanied on the tabla by Debjit Patitundi.
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BHARATA	NATYAM	DANCE:	ARANYANI	BHARGAV
JULY	19,	ESPACIO	RONDA,	MADRID	

Aranyani is an ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) empanelled artist and is included on the Who’s 
Who of Dance of the UNESCO International Dance Council.

MAYURBHANJ	CHHAU	DANCE:	ANIL	PANCHAL
SEPTEMBER	20,	ZORRILLA	THEATRE,	VALLADOLID
SEPTEMBER	22,	ALBéITAR	THEATRE,	LEóN
SEPTEMBER	23,	CAMPOS	ELISEOS	THEATRE,	BILBAO

Classified as Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO, chhau dance is a traditional art form from eastern 
India used to perform episodes from epic poems such as Mahabharata and Ramayana and local folklore. 
Its movements include, among others, the simulation of fighting techniques and stylised imitations of 
birds and other animals.

BAUL	SINGING:	PARVATHY	BAUL
SEPTEMBER	29,	CENTRE	FOR	TRADITIONAL	PERFORMING	ARTS	(CAAE),	MADRID	

Parvathy Baul (Kerala-India), Baul music singer and Indian narrator, one of the best-known Indian Baul 
artists in the world, presented this concert in Madrid, organised by Residui Teatro.
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MUSIC	AND	DANCE	PERFORMANCE:	"FLAMENCO	INDIA"
OCTOBER	1	-	4,	CALDERóN	THEATRE,	VALLADOLID	

"Flamenco, India", co-produced by the Calderón Theatre, Valladolid City Council and Teamwork Arts, 
in collaboration with Casa de la India and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), was a show 
created and directed by Carlos Saura. The set was designed for a show rich in imagery and sound, made 
up of a hypnotic succession of short but intense pieces that examined, closer than ever before, the ties 
between flamenco and traditional Indian music and dance. An exercise is dialogue that drew the public 
closer to the key characteristics of each of these cultures. It showed the essential elements connecting 
the two forms of expression, separated by thousands of kilometres yet united by music and dance, 
travelling to the very depths of their roots. 

All Carlos Saura’s knowledge, accumulated over decades, devoted to presenting the best of Luso-Hispanic 
dance and music, were projected via this new show. Attractive stage production and enveloping music 
capture the audience with the artistic energy of two, mysteriously connected, cultures: flamenco and India. 

Creation, Direction and Stage Design CARLOS SAURA  
Choreographer Flamenco CARMEN CORTÉS  
Composition and Musical Direction Flamenco GERARDO NÚÑEZ  
Artistic Coordinator India MÓNICA DE LA FUENTE  
Choreographers India SANTOSH NAIR & MÓNICA DE LA FUENTE  
Composition and Musical Direction India RAVI PRASAD.
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BHARATA	NATYAM	DANCE:	JYOTSNA	JAGANNATHAN
DECEMBER	3,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
DECEMBER	4,	CAIxAFORUM,	MADRID
DECEMBER	5,	MITxELENA	BIZCAIA	ARETOA	AUDITORIUM

In this show, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), the dancer Jyotsna Jagan-
nathan, accompanied on stage by four Indian musicians, presented a program of exuberant rhythm 
focusing on the music and its elegant style.
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2.4.	 LITERATURE

2.4.1.	 BOOK	PRESENTATIONS	

CASTE	SOCIETY	BY	AGUSTÍN	PÁNIKER	
MAY	6,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

After many years of study, Agustin Paniker submerges us in this account of a society based on class, 
detailing the origins, religion, rituals and ideology, political and economic power, major social transfor-
mations over centuries, and the growing importance of ethnicity factoring into class. He also addresses 
the most bittersweet issues of the topic: the bond of class patriarchy and the practice of the untoucha-
bles. With the rigour that characterizes his writings, Paniker offers us a fascinating picture of this society, 
while remaining anchored in a prodigious respect for the resilient power of hierarchy.

La Sociedad de Castas: Religión y Política en la India (Caste Society: Religion and Politics in India) is 
published by Editorial Kairós (Barcelona).

APARNA	SEN:	A	LIFE	BY	ISABEL	SANCHO	GARCÍA		
JUNE	15,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

Aparna Sen (1947) is one of the few female Indian film makers to succeed in a male dominated industry. 
She has ten full length feature films under her belt, and is one of the film makers that has managed to 
follow a career path in her country far removed from the Bollywood industry. Born in Kolkata, her films 
shed a critical outlook on the complex situation in a changing country; but without losing sight of the 
universal dimension of every human being. She manages to do this through an intimate look at deeply 
layered characters. An actress and journalist, she still works tirelessly to this day.

2.4.2.	 ROUND	TABLE	DISCUSSIONS	

ROUND	TABLE	"LITERATURE	FESTIVALS:	SOCIAL,	CULTURAL	AND	ECONOMIC	VALUE"		
NOVEMBER	19,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Round table with Namita Gokhale, director of Jaipur Literature Festival, the largest international literary 
event in Asia, Sheila Cremaschi, director of Hay Festival Segovia, Angélica Tanarro, Head of Culture at 
"El Norte de Castilla", and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India.
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2.4.3.	 "SPAIN-INDIA	WRITERS	MEETING"	PROJECT	

	 	EVENTS	IN	INDIA		
FEBRUARY	2	-	9

This project, organised by Casa de la India and the Indo Hispanic Society Language Academy, in 
collaboration by AC/E Spanish Cultural Action (PICE mobility program) Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, Sahitya Akademi (India’s Academy of Letters) and the Cervantes Institute, was intended to 
contribute to the promotion of contemporary Spanish authors through the organisation of a series 
of events in Delhi (Jawaharlal Nehru University, Sahitya Akademi and the Cervantes Institute) and 
Kolkata (Kolkata Book Fair), with the poets Carlos Aganzo, Fermín Herrero, Jesús Aguado and José 
María Quirós, and the singer Amancio Prada. The program included conversations, poetry readings, 
recitals, concerts and a poetry translation workshop with writers, translators and academic experts.

TRANSLATION	WORKSHOP		
FEBRUARY	2	-	4

Meeting of Spanish and Indian poets and translators to work on the translation of poetry by Spanish 
authors into the regional dialects of India (Bengali, Hindi, Marathi and Kannada) at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (New Delhi). This meeting was hosted at Jawaharlal Nehru University under an 
agreement signed in February 2014 between JNU and the University of Valladolid. With the partici-
pation of four Spanish poets: Carlos Aganzo, Fermín Herrero, José María Muñoz Quirós and Jesús 
Aguado, poetry by Spanish authors was translated into the different languages of India. The cast 
of writers was complemented with Chantal Maillard, José Ángel Cilleruelo, Vicente Gallego, Juan 
Vicente Piqueras, Clara Janés, Antonio Colinas, Juan Carlos Mestre, David Rodríguez and Luis 
Alberto de Cuenca.

MEETING	OF	SPANISH	AND	INDIAN	POETS	AT	SAHITYA	AKADEMI		
(INDIAN	ACADEMY	OF	LETTERS)		
FEBRUARY	4

An historical event in Spanish Literature, as for the first time, there was a meeting between Spanish 
and Indian writers at Sahitya Akademi (Indian Academy of Letters), where they talked, among other 
things, about the mystic figures of San Juan de la Cruz and Santa Teresa de Jesús. The guest poets, 
Carlos Aganzo, Fermín Herrero, José María Muñoz Quirós, Jesús Aguado and David Rodríguez, recited 
poems of their own and Indian poets read the translations of these poems in Bengali, Hindi, Marathi 
and English.

Around 20 Indian writers and translators took part in the event. The session was chaired by 
the President of the Sahitya Akademi, Vishwanath Prasad Tiwari, and moderated by the Secre-
tary of the Academy. Secretary Srinivas Rao expressed his interest in supporting the transla-
tion of contemporary Indian writing into Spanish. The event was also attended by, among others,  
José Ramón González, Pro Vice-Chancellor for International Relations at the University of Valla-
dolid, Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, and well-known Indian poets such as  
H.S. Shivaprakash.
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MUSIC	POETRY	RECITAL	AT	INSTITUTO	CERVANTES		
FEBRUARY	4,	NEW	DELHI

Musical Poetry Recital organised by the Instituto Cervantes. The recital included poetry readings by 
Carlos Aganzo, Fermín Herrero, José María Muñoz Quirós and Jesús Aguado, and the reading of trans-
lations of these poems in Bengali and Hindi by translators at the Instituto Cervantes. The event was 
accompanied by live music.

ROUND	TABLE	AT	THE	RABINDRANATH	STUDY	CENTRE,	JADAVPUR	UNIVERSITY		
FEBRUARY	5,	KOLKATA

The Pro Vice Chancellor for International Relations at the University of Valladolid, José Ramón 
González, and the poets, José María Muñoz Quirós and David Rodríguez took part in a round table 
discussion at Jadavpur University under the title "The Influence of Rabindranath Tagore on Spanish 
literature". The event was attended by Indian poets and teachers and students from the Rabindranath 
Study Centre.

EVENTS	AT	KOLKATA	BOOK	FAIR		
FEBRUARY	6,	KOLKATA

San Juan de la Cruz and St Teresa, as part of the 5th Anniversary of her canonisation, were the key topics 
for the group of Spanish poets present at the Kolkata Book Fair. The verses of José María Muñoz Quirós, 
Carlos Aganzo, Fermín Herrero and Jesús Aguado captivated the audience. This event continued with a 
music recital offered by Amancio Prada in the main hall at the Kolkata Book Fair, with a program inclu-
ding a version of "Spiritual Canticles" by San Juan de la Cruz.

TRIBUTE	TO	RABINDRANATH	TAGORE	AT	VISVA	BHARATI	UNIVERSITY	(SANTINIKETAN)		
FEBRUARY	7,	SANTINIKETAN	(KOLKATA)

Emotional tribute to Rabindranath Tagore in Santiniketan by the poets José María Muñoz Quirós, 
Carlos Aganzo, Fermín Herrero, Jesús Aguado and David Rodríguez, including poetry readings in 
the Prayer Hall (opened specially for this tribute to Tagore) and closing the Comparative Literary 
Conference at Visva Bharati University with readings of poetry in Spanish and Bengali, and music 
performed by Amancio Prada, using lyrics by Rabindranath Tagore, for an audience of 70 students, 
tutors and writers.
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	 	EVENTS	IN	SPAIN		
AUGUST	4	-	9

The poets H.S. Shivaprakash (Kannada), Ranjit Hoskote (English), Subhro Bandopadhyay (Bengali), Suresh 
Dhingra (Hindi) and K. Satchidanandan (Malayalam) travelled from India to Spain in August for a transla-
tion workshop with Spanish linguists and poets, that took place in Soria as part of Expoesía, on 6th and 7th 
August, during which their poems were translated into Spanish. This was the second of two sessions in 
an event that started in India in February 2015 with the translation of the work of contemporary Spanish 
poets into different Indian languages, in an initiative that started an important path of communication 
and dialogue between poetry currently being written in Spanish and Indian poetry production.

The Indian visit, supported by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and in collaboration with 
other institutions such as the Embassy of India in Spain, Casa de la India, Soria City Council, Ávila City 
Council and Segovia City Council and the publishers Amargord, also included poetry recitals in:
Madrid (August 4, Enclave Libros Bookshop) 
Soria (August 7, Spain-India poetry meeting. Patio de las Columnas, Ayuntamiento de Soria) 
Ávila (August 8, Aula José Hierro del Episcopio) 
Segovia (August 9, Antonio Machado Museum).

RABINDRANATH	TAGORE	MEMORIAL:	"SANTINIKETAN:	THE	ABODE	OF	PEACE"		
MAY	7,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Once again Casa de la India held the annual "Rabindranath Tagore Memorial" to mark the anniversary 
of Tagore’s birth (7th May). For this special occasion we were joined by the poets Carlos Aganzo , Jesús 
Aguado , Fermín Herrero and José María Muñoz Quirós, accompanied by the musician Amancio Prada, 
offering a poetry recital with verses from the Bengali genius, narrating his experience in Santiniketan 
(The abode of peace), where Rabindranath Tagore created the New School of the Orient and the Visva 
Bharati University, to where these five artists travelled in February 2015 as part of the "Spain-India 
Writers Meeting" in collaboration with AC/E Spanish Cultural Action.
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2.4.4.	 WRITING	COMPETITIONS	

ESSAY	COMPETITION	ABOUT	MAHATMA	GANDHI		
JANUARY	30	–	NOVEMBER	30

To mark the centenary of the return of Mahatma Gandhi to India (1915) and with the objective of teaching 
the culture of peace to young people, the Embassy of India in Spain and the Casa de la India Foundation 
held, as part of "School Day of Non-Violence and Peace" (30th January), an Essay Competition about 
Mahatma Gandhi for school children. There were two categories, one for entrants under 12 and another 
for contestants aged between 13 and 17. The topic of the essay, that could not exceed six hundred words 
in length, needed to focus on all aspects of the figure of Mahatma Gandhi. Two hundred and twelve 
essays were submitted, 156 by entrants aged 13-17 and 56 by contestants under 12, sent in from all 
over Spain - Madrid, Alicante, Burgos, Barcelona, La Coruña, Valladolid and León, and from Yacuanquer 
(Colombia).

2.5.	 YOGA

INTERNATIONAL	YOGA	DAY
JUNE	21,	ACERA	DE	RECOLETOS,	VALLADOLID

The General Assembly of the United Nations declared 21st June as "International Yoga Day". This resolu-
tion, approved in December 2014, was supported by 177 countries, and approved by unanimous vote by 
the 193 member states, in an unprecedented event in the history of this Organisation.

In order to celebrate "International Yoga Day" a number of events were organised by the Indian Gover-
nment and the UN in 251 towns and cities in 192 countries around the world. These events included free 
yoga classes and sessions in public spaces, as well as conferences and demonstrations in this disci-
pline. A common masterclass with 30 positions was also offered at all the places where the day was 
celebrated.

Valladolid was one of the towns around the world to celebrate the event, hosting a mass yoga event for 
the first time on Sunday 21st June at Acera de Recoletos. The event in Valladolid included the inaugu-
ration of International Yoga Day, a masterclass with 30 positions, a performance of Sacred Indian 
Dance by Kalasangam students, workshops by the partner yoga schools (family yoga, yoga with equip-
ment, conscious breathing and relaxation, community yoga, therapeutic yoga, meditation and positive 
thinking, and complete beginners’ yoga) and a final performance by the music group Adama.  

This initiative by the Indian Government through the Embassy of India in Spain, held in Valladolid, 
Madrid and Barcelona, among other locations, was organised in Valladolid by the Valladolid City Council 
(Department of Culture and Tourism and Department of Citizen Participation, Youth and Sports) and 
Casa de la India, in collaboration with Alaya Yoga, Asociación Ciencia de Paz, Centro Atma Santulan, 
Centro Nadanta, Centro Yoga Devi, Maviola & Y.IB.E, Yoga en Verano, Yoga Style, Decathlon Valladolid 
and Coca-Cola.
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3.1.	 COURSES	

3.1.1.	 KALASANGAM.	PERMANENT	PERFORMING	ARTS	AND	MUSIC	SEMINAR
Since it was established eight years ago, this permanent performing arts seminar known as Kalasangam 
has offered training in Indian dance, theatre and music for professionals, students and lovers of India. 
The Kalasangam theoretical-practical courses offer students the chance to discover essential aspects 
to acquire a basis of Indian dramatic arts and music and begin learning some of the dance and music 
disciplines on offer. The aesthetic theories of India and other aspects of its culture, such as philosophy, 
religion or history, complement the practical classes to provide a better understanding of these arts and 
offer the chance to practise them. 

The 2014-2015 seminar has included regular courses, masterclasses and intensive workshops, as well 
as lectures and demonstrations from various guest artists, some of whom also performed in Valladolid.

KALASANGAM:	REGULAR	COURSES
At the Kalasangam Performing Arts Seminar, regular classes were given, coordinated by the Bharata 
Natyam classical dance specialist Mónica de la Fuente, along with theoretical-practical masterclasses 
with guest artists.

The following regular classes were offered: 

•  INDIAN DANCE COURSE aimed at young people aged between 10 and 16.
Every Friday from October 2014 to June 2015. 

•  BHARATA NATYAM CLASSICAL DANCE COURSE (Level II), aimed at people who have already taken 
an Indian dance course or students and professionals from any dance style.  
Every Friday from October 2014 to June 2015.

•  COMPLETE INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCE TRAINING COURSE, movement technique (adavus) and 
gestural expression (mudras) of Bharata Natyam classical dance, corporal and gestural training for 
Kathakali theatre. 
One Saturday a month from October 2014 to June 2015. Official Casa de la India certificate for full 
16-hour course.

MASTERCLASSES	WITH	GUEST	ARTISTS

BOLLYWOOD	DANCE	MASTERCLASS
MARCH	29
Semi-classical and Modern Style, with Sunny Singh. 

3.	 EDUCATION
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INDIAN	DANCE	MASTERCLASS,	BHARATA	NATYAM,	SPANISH	DANCE	AND	BALLET	CLASSICAL	DANCE	STYLES
APRIL	29
With Gloria Mandelik, as part of International Dance Day. 

“FLAMENCO	INDIA”	PROJECT:	INDIAN	DANCE	AND	MUSIC	MASTERCLASSES
SEPTEMBER	19	TO	27
As part of the "Flamenco India" project, directed by Carlos Saura and produced by the Calderón 
Theatre, Valladolid City Council and Teamwork Arts, top-class artists from India gave dance and music 
masterclasses: 

KATHAK DANCE MASTERCLASS
With Anuj Mishra, September 19.

MASTERCLASS WITH CONTEMPORARY INDIAN DANCE PERFORMANCE
With Santosh Nair. September 25.

HINDUSTANI MUSIC MASTERCLASS: SITAR, TABLA AND VOCAL 
With Subrata De, Nakul Mishra and Sawani Mudgal, September 26 & 27.
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3.2.	 TALKS,	ROUND	TABLES	AND	WORKSHOPS

3.2.1.	 TALKS,	ROUND	TABLES	AND	WORKSHOPS	AT	THE	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

LECTURE:	"SHADOWS	AND	REASONS	IN	THE	ASSASSINATION	OF	GANDHI"		
FEBRUARY	22

Jesús Ojeda, a researcher in social sciences and peace issues, gave a lecture on the people and institu-
tions linked with Gandhi’s assassination and why they were involved. A brief explanation was given of the 
individuals and groups responsible for this assassination and, at the same time, an attempt was made 
to explore the causes that led them to commit the crime. Mahatma Gandhi was an obstacle because he 
proposed an egalitarian society where everyone, regardless of caste, creed, gender or education, would 
have had the same rights. It was therefore thought to be time to do away with Gandhi and pave the way 
for the establishment of a society/nation with strong fascist tendencies.

"I have a feeling of absolute shame as an individual and as head of the government that we have not 
been able to protect the greatest treasure we possessed" (Jawaharlal Nehru). 

LECTURE:	"RAVI	SHANKAR"		
APRIL	7

As part of the Ravi Shankar Memorial paying tribute to the legendary Indian musician, every 7 April, in 
commemoration of the anniversary of his birth, Enrique Cámara, with a PhD in ethnomusicology and 
a lecturer at the University of Valladolid, gives a lecture devoted to the sitar and the figure of the sitar 
player and composer Ravi Shankar. The lecture introduced us to the greatness of this instrument and 
the model of sitar created by Ravi Shankar meant to promote his personal playing style. 

3.2.2.	 LECTURES	AND	MASTERCLASSES	WITH	OTHER	INSTITUTIONS		

INDIAN	COOKERY	MASTERCLASS		
FEBRUARY	21,	VALLADOLID	INTERNATIONAL	COOKERY	SCHOOL		

With the chef Kumar Parveen, of the Diwali restaurant in Madrid. Various Indian dishes were made and later 
tasted by the participants. The cookery masterclass was organised by the Valladolid International Cookery 
School in cooperation with the Casa de la India and included the participation of students as well as the 
general public.
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LECTURE:	"MODERN	INDIAN	SOCIETY"		
MAY	7,	VICE-CHANCELLOR	FERNANDO	TEJERINA	AULA	MAGNA.	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

The Asian Studies Centre at the University of Valladolid organised a lecture by the publisher and writer 
Agustín Pániker, a specialist in Indian culture, in the Faculty of Commerce, with the cooperation of 
the Casa de la India and the Kairós publishing company. The lecture covered the contradictions and 
complexity of cultures in modernity means societies being able to combine their own and universal 
cultures. 

LECTURE:	"INTRODUCTION	TO	MALLAKHAMB"		
MAY	15,	GAVIRIA	PALACE	(OFFICIAL	ASSOCIATION	OF	ARCHITECTS),	UNIVERSITY	OF	LEON

With Uday Vishwanath Deshpande, expert in mallakhamb, a traditional Indian sport in which a gymnast 
does acrobatics in a vertical position on a wooden post. The name of the sport, "mallakhamb" is formed 
by the words "malla" ("man") and "khamb" ("stick").

WORKSHOP:	"SINGING	BODY	IN	THE	BAUL	PARAMPARA"		
SEPTEMBER	26	&	27,	CENTRE	FOR	THE	CRAFT	OF	THE	PERFORMING	ARTS	(CAAE),	MADRID

With Parvathy Baul (Kerala-India), Baul music singer and Indian storyteller, who introduced some basic 
elements of Baul singing, incorporating dance and the movement of the whole body. In this workshop, 
organised by Residui Teatro, the participants learned some songs and got to know the Baul tradition 
through Parvathy Baul’s direct experience. 

LECTURE:	"RECENT	DEVELOPMENTS	IN	THE	INDIAN	ECONOMY"	
2	OCTOBER,	VICE-CHANCELLOR	FERNANDO	TEJERINA	AULA	MAGNA,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

As part of the "10th Cycle of Lectures on the Economies and Societies of Australasia" organised by the 
Centre for Asian Studies of the University of Valladolid, the ambassador of India in Spain, Vikram Misri, gave 
a lecture under the title "Recent Developments in the Indian Economy". 

EXCHANGE	BETWEEN	THE	CONDESA	EYLO	ALFONSO	SECONDARY	SCHOOL	IN	VALLADOLID	AND	
THE	LYCÉE	FRANÇAIS	OF	PONDICHERRY	IN	INDIA	
2	OCTOBER,	VICE-CHANCELLOR	FERNANDO	TEJERINA	AULA	MAGNA,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

From 3 to 20 February, students in their first year of optional secondary education at the Condesa Eylo Alfonso 
Secondary School in Valladolid travelled to India for an exchange with the Lycée Français in Pondicherry.

After a few days in Delhi and Agra, they travelled to the former French colony of Pondicherry in the 
state of Tamil Nadu in southern India. In the city, they stayed with families, went to school and attended 
workshops on subjects including Indian music, yoga, kolam, kalarippayat, Bollywood dance, Ayurveda, 
cricket, theatre and interculturality. They also had the chance to discover places like Auroville, Gengee, 
Chidambaram, the Pitchabaram mangrove swamp and Mahabalipuram.     

On Monday 16 March, the pupils and teachers who took part in the exchange presented their impressions 
of it and their stay in India, accompanied by photos and a video made by Nacho Royuela.

As well as the management team, teachers and pupils from the school, the event was attended by Mr. Maitrey 
Kulkarni, cultural attaché at the Embassy of India in Spain; Mr. Guillermo Rodríguez, director of the Casa de 
la India in Valladolid; Ms. María Agustina García Muñoz, head of the Educational Inspection Department;  
Mr. Fernando Martín Pérez, the school’s inspector and Mr. Carlos Aganzo, editor of El Norte de Castilla.

All those taking part stressed the success of the exchange that brought together three cultures –India, France 
and Spain– which will be continued in September when pupils and teachers from Pondicherry come to Valladolid. 
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3.3.	 THE	"ESCUELA	DE	LA	INDIA"	PROGRAMS
The Escuela de la India is an educational initiative by the Casa de la India promoting intercultural dialogue 
and acting as a meeting place inspired by the theory and practice of the integrated education advocated 
by Rabindanath Tagore. The Escuela de la India focuses on expanding the range of information about 
India, promoting learning in cultural diversity and forging a more complete view of the complexity of India 
as a broad legacy of traditions and, at the same time, an emerging country crucial for understanding 
the 21st-century world. With this Tagorean educational philosophy, an intensive program of activities 
has been offered to provide a meeting point between cultures where the participants have been able 
to express themselves through different artistic, social and cultural manifestations, creating a dialogue 
with India and with Tagore as a resource for learning, teaching and intercultural dialogue.

This Casa de la India educational program is committed to the "learning by doing" methodology, 
allowing participants to come into contact with the reality of India by creating a meeting point for 
people and knowledge of Indian culture and society based on diversity. It is a space for exploring and 
putting into practice this knowledge and these values in an atmosphere of respect and freedom. In the 
current educational paradigm, it is a question of instilling technical and useful knowledge without losing 
sight of good general knowledge. At the Escuela de la India educational project, we advocate that the 
main point of education is to enjoy life, manage the mind and the emotions and cultivate the body and 
relationships. Education should involve a reconnection with the natural environment, knowledge of our 
bodies, encouragement of cooperation, relationships and trust in others and the development of our 
qualities in painting, dance, language, mathematics, history and sociability. The Escuela de la India offers 
a framework so that everyone can develop their potential and learn to relate, be aware of their emotions 
and breathing and interact with others, the natural world and music and dance.  

Once again this year it has committed itself to an educational project reaching various groups, 
education centres, city councils, etc., with the direct involvement of those responsible for them and 
with the aim of designing and implementing specific cooperation projects suited to the specific needs 
of each organisation and group of recipients. The education offered by the Escuela de la India consists 
of cultural weeks, intercultural conferences, seminars, meetings, workshops, educational concerts and 
shows, special celebrations and intercultural evenings dedicated to India. At the education centres, the 
Escuela de la India therefore offers open, flexible activities to be adapted to the different contexts, 
forms, spaces and groups. These activities are carried out in educational centres that have asked for 
them and at the headquarters of the Casa de la India in Valladolid. 

Throughout 2015, the Escuela de la India has run thirteen intercultural days and weeks, an art and 
literature laboratory for children, nine special celebrations and five guided tours with workshops.  
Approximately 3,000 students have taken part in the different activities, which have been very well 
received. The activities carried out by the Escuela de la India in 2015 are described in the following 
sections.

3.3.1.	 INTERCULTURAL	WEEKS	AND	DAYS
The Escuela de la India’s intercultural weeks deal with different issues concerning traditional and 
contemporary India to help provide a better understanding of the many cultural and religious aspects 
of this huge country, where different cultures and religions coexist. Artistic demonstrations, which also 
form part of the activities, introduce students to India’s aesthetic traditions and aspects of its culture, 
religion and history, fundamental for understanding, practising and enjoying the Indian arts. The Escuela 
de la India organised an intercultural week for the Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School in Valladolid 
from 16 to 20 March. The school has been organising this activity with the Casa de la India since 2006.

These days for bringing Indian culture closer to local people offer workshops and demonstrations of 
Indian cultural, artistic and everyday life from an intercultural perspective. The days are a summary of 
the activities held during the cultural week devoted to particular subjects of special interest:

• Performing arts in India.

• Customs and ways of life in India.

• The great religions of the world to promote tolerance.

• Introduction to Indian music.
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• Ayurveda natural medicine.

• Relaxation exercises and asanas.

• The visual arts, literature and traditional arts in India.

• Traditional Indian games.

• Music and musical instruments.

• Cooperation and education.

Indian intercultural days have been held throughout 2015 with the following centres and organisations:

• Patrocinio San José School, 12 February.

• Europa Infants and Primary School, 19 February.

• AMFASA (Association of retired FASA Renault workers), 12 March.

• Rosario Pereda Infants and Primary School, 12 March.

• Lyceé Français of Castile and Leon, 8 May.

• Los Zumacales Infants and Primary School, 15 May.

• Santa Catalina Infants School, 10 June.

• Yoga groups, 17 June.

• Parquesol Secondary School, 9 October.

• Rosario Pereda Infants and Primary School, 23 October.

• Los Zumacales Infants and Primary School, 29 October.

• Valladolid Lifelong Learning Program Group, 5 November.

• Ave María School, 13 November.

3.3.2.	 ART	AND	LITERATURE	LABORATORY	FOR	CHILDREN

"UN	FESTÍN	EN	SUEñOS"	(A	CELEBRATION	IN	DREAMS),	STORY	BY	A.	K.	RAMANUJAN		
OCTOBER	17	

In the context of the "Stream of Consciousness" exhibition, a workshop was organised, led by the Rajas-
tani painter Chandar Shekar Sain and focused on linking the audience of children aged between 6 and 
12 with contemporary Indian art through the oral story "Un festín en sueños" (A celebration in dreams).

The workshop showed various strategies and techniques used in contemporary art, specifically painting, 
with the aim of promoting a creative attitude.  

The work done by the participants in the workshop was displayed until the end of the exhibition.

3.3.3.	 SPECIAL	CELEBRATIONS	AT	THE	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

DAY	OF	NON-VIOLENCE	AND	PEACE		
JANUARY	30

On 30 January, the fifth event for the School Day of Non-Violence and Peace, coinciding with the 
anniversary of the death of Mahatma Gandhi, took the form of two days held at the Casa de la India with 
the secondary schools from Valladolid and the province who signed up. 
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These days were aimed at pupils in the fourth year of compulsory secondary education, optional secon-
dary education and the higher levels of vocational training, with the participation of 190 pupils. The aim 
was to provide students with tools for peace and understanding through different dynamics of educa-
tion for peace. 

The programs for these days consisted of the following activities: 

• Ritual welcome offering for participants. 

• Showing of an excerpt from the film "Gandhi to Hitler".

•  Lecture "Gandhi and the way he related to his interlocutors", with Jesús Ojeda, social science resear-
cher and collaborator with the Casa de la India.

• Showing of Telecom Italia’s Spike Lee film "If Gandhi could have communicated like this". 

• Debate-reflection including contributions from the participants and chai (Indian tea) tasting.

Pupils were also offered teaching material in advance of the activity with the chance for teachers from 
the school to work with it before the symposium on 30 January. This material consisted of a 35-minute 
DVD with a documentary on Gandhi, subtitled in Spanish, produced by the National Gandhi Museum in 
New Delhi.

 The following education centres from Valladolid and province took part in these activities:

• Las Salinas Secondary School

• Juan de Juni Secondary School

• Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School

• Diego de Praves Secondary School 

• Gregorio Fernández Education Centre

• Boecillo Compulsory Education Centre 

• Santa Teresa de Jesús School.

Before these days and in the context of the "School Day of Non-Violence and Peace", the Escuela de la 
India team presented the Mahatma Gandhi essay competition at the Compañia de María La Enseñanza 
school in Valladolid for the centenary of Mahatma Gandhi’s return to India (1915). Here the rules for 
participating in the competition were explained to pupils and they were given a brief introduction to the 
figure of Mahatma Gandhi.

NIGHT	AND	DAY	OF	MUSEUMS	
MAY	16	&	18

European Night of Museums and International Museum Day took place on these dates under the slogan 
"Museums for a sustainable society". As in previous years, the Casa de la India joined in the celebration 
of this initiative in Valladolid, coordinated by the city council. The event was first held in Berlin in 1997 
and it is now celebrated in 120 European cities. The Casa de la India organised special opening times and 
a program of activities, adding to and dialoguing with the other museums and exhibition halls in the city 
of Valladolid. The public were offered guided tours of the exhibition, the library and the garden, as well 
as concerts and artistic exhibitions, until one in the morning.  

The following activities, open to the public, were scheduled throughout the day:

• Stand with information about the Casa de la India

• Guided tour of the exhibition "Ravi Shankar and the cinema" in the Ravi Shankar auditorium.

•  Guided tour of the library, focusing on the two most important Indian thinkers of the 20th century: 
"Tagore: the poet’s school" and "Gandhi: dialogue for peace". 

•  Guided tour of the garden of the Casa de la India, "A corner of Ahmedabad", transporting us to the 
world of architecture through the havelis of India.

• Exhibition of Mallakhamb (acrobatics). 

•  Ravi Shankar corner. On the first floor of the building, where visitors could see Ravi Shankar’s own sitar, 
recently donated to the Casa de la India, there was a chance to find out more about the life and work 
of the legendary sitar player and listen to music by Ravi Shankar in the chill out area.
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• Showing of videos related to the great Indian musician Ravi Shankar.

• Performances of Indian music with Ido Segal.

3.3.4.	 PROJECTS	WITH	EDUCATIONAL	CENTRES	AND	OTHER	ORGANISATIONS	

BILINGUALISM	WEEK.	COLLABORATION	WITH	THE	COMPAñÍA	DE	MARÍA		
LA	ENSEñANZA	SCHOOL,	VALLADOLID				
FEBRUARY	24	&	27,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	AND	EDUCATION	CENTRE

As part of bilingualism week devoted to India organised by the Compañía de María School and intended 
to bring pupils closer to other cultures, the Escuela de la India team worked to program and carry out 
the following activities: 

•  Intercultural symposium at the Casa de la India for fourth-year primary school pupils covering different 
issues related to traditional and contemporary India, such as the diverse cultural scene of this huge 
country. The artistic demonstrations presented as part of the program introduced the pupils to other 
aesthetic theories, as well as aspects of culture, religion and history essential for understanding, 
practising and enjoying the Indian arts. 

•  "Indianstreet" dance workshop held at the school as a bilingualism weekend for all primary school 
pupils. At this workshop, young people could enjoy and learn through dance in a great variety of styles, 
movements and music, as well as getting to know languages of urban expression, such as hip-hop, funk 
and Bollywood.

CELEBRATION	OF	THE	40TH	ANNIVERSARY	OF	THE	RABINDRANATH	TAGORE	INFANTS	
AND	PRIMARY	SCHOOL,	MADRID		
On 7 May, coinciding with the anniversary of the birth of Rabindranath Tagore, the Rabindranath Tagore 
Infants and Primary School organised the following activities on its 40th anniversary, together with the 
Embassy of India in Madrid and the Casa de la India: 

•  Official opening and readings by pupils of "The champa flower" and "Tagore and the song of the crazy 
wind" by Rabindranath Tagore.
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•  Lecture in the theatre "If my school had been in India..." introduced by the Ambassador of India, His 
Excellency Vikram Misri, and with Professor José Paz as guest speaker. 

• Performance of the poem "Gitanjali" in Indian classical dance by Mónica de la Fuente. 

• Workshops on Indian culture: "Discovering India"

THE	CONDESA	EYLO	ALFONSO	SCHOOL	CHOIR	SANG	MAHATMA	GANDHI’S	FAVOURITE	SONG		
AT	GANDHI’S	STATUE,	PEACE	PARK,	VALLADOLID			
OCTOBER	2

For "International Day of Non-Violence" declared by the UN Assembly to coincide with the anniversary 
of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, a floral offering was made with the participation of the Ambassador of 
India in Spain, Vikram Misri; the Mayor of Valladolid, Óscar Puente; the Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of Valladolid, Daniel Miguel San José, and members of the Indian community in Valladolid. The choir of 
the Condesa Eylo Alfonso School performed the song "Raghupati Raaghavana" as a tribute to Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

INTERCULTURAL	EDUCATION	FAIR	IN	PALENCIA.		
A	JOURNEY	TO	INDIA	IN	THE	CARMEN	DISTRICT				
JULY	16

For the festival of the Carmen district in Palencia, the Intercultural Mediation Association (ASOMI), in 
cooperation with the team from the Escuela de la India, organised an intercultural education fair to bring 
the residents of Palencia closer to the social, cultural and artistic diversity of India. The "Discovering 
India" intercultural educational fair was held from 11 in the morning to 8 in the evening in order to bring 
experiences of the Asian country closer to local people through a great variety of activities.

The activities were programmed as follows: 

•  Information stand with different educational panels: information on the Casa de la India, educational 
projects and other issues related to Indian culture.

•  Creating atmosphere and decoration with different objects and panels: puppets, masks, saris, 
instruments, etc.
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• Workshop on culture and society: "Discovering India"

• Sari workshop: "The magic of Indian fabrics" 

• Writing workshop: "Your name in Hindi"

• Workshop on rangolis, printing and henna

• Make-up workshop 

All the people who went to the Plaza del Carmen also had the chance to taste Indian tea called chai. 

INDIA	AT	LA	MERCED	SECONDARY	SCHOOL	
AND	THE	VALLADOLID	COLLEGE	OF	ART	AND	HIGHER	EDUCATION	COLLEGE	FOR	
THE	CONSERVATION	AND	RESTORATION	OF	CULTURAL	ASSETS			
ACADEMIC	YEAR	2014-15

Indian culture was once again present in the classrooms of La Merced Secondary school this year in 
a very special way. The Valladolid College of Art and Higher Education College for the Conservation 
and Restoration of Cultural Assets joined the working group specially for the occasion. For the second 
year, the working group has been officially recognised by the Valladolid Centre for Teacher Training 
and Educational Innovation (CEFIE), but it has been renamed SARASVATI, the name of a Hindu god, 
the protector of wisdom and knowledge and, in particular, of artistic and cultural manifestations, as the 
study and style of visual, musical and literary manifestations is one of the main objectives of the project, 
along with a commitment to create teaching materials at the end of the working group calendar in June 
2015.

This academic year, the activities planned in cooperation with the Casa de la India took place in the 
classrooms of the education centre, the Casa de la India and the Bailarín Vicente Escudero community 
centre. 

On 4 June, as the end of the 2014-15 academic year, the program of the SARASVATI group’s 6th India Day 
was held, consisting of: 

•  Presentation of the day by Guillermo Rodríguez, director of the Casa de la India. 

•  Powerpoint presentation: "The gods of Hinduism: the figure of the goddess Sarasvati" with religious 
history students in the first year of compulsory secondary education.



43

EDUCATION ANNUAL	
REPORT

2015

•  Talk/debate "Uncertain glory: modern India and its contradictions" with geography students in the 
third year of compulsory secondary education.

•  "The presence of India in advertising" with music students in the second year of compulsory secondary 
education.  

•  Artistic-literary evening: "Reading of the poem Gita Govinda", illustrated with Indian miniatures by 
language and literature students in the first year of optional secondary education. 

•  Closure: farewell and acknowledgements for the day by two teachers from the Sarasvati working group, 
mentioning the excellent predisposition of the management team at the La Merced Secondary School. 

EDUCATIONAL	COOPERATION	PROJECT	WITH	THE	TEMAT	TECHNICAL	SCHOOL,		
DEGREE	IN	PATTERN-MAKING	AND	FASHION	
ACADEMIC	YEAR	2014-15

The second-year pattern-making and fashion student at the Temat Technical College, Teresa Revenga 
Pinto, with the help and supervision of her teacher, Ana María Gutiérrez Bayo, continued their collabora-
tion, begun in 2013, during the 2014-15 academic year, making the costumes for the show "Rasa-Duende" 
by the Mónica de la Fuente Company. The aim of this collaboration was to offer real work experience for 
the student as a practical addition to her studies.

The project culminated with the participation by the artists in the end-of-year fashion parade held on 13 
June 2015 at the Valladolid Arts Laboratory (LAVA).

3.3.5.	 GUIDED	TOURS	OF	THE	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
The purpose of these tours is to bring the Casa de la India closer to schoolchildren through a program of 
visits, with workshops adapted to different educational levels to promote direct encounters with Indian 
culture. These guided tours cover the Casa’s different rooms and facilities, also using the exhibitions 
regularly hosted there to show different aspects of Indian culture.

GUIDED	TOURS	OF	THE	PHOTOGRAPHIC	EXHIBITION	"RELIGIONS	OF	INDIA"			
MAY	28	TO	JULY	31,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

The Amit Mehra exhibition, organised by the Casa de la India in cooperation with the ICCR (Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations) uses photographs to show the eternal expression of the spirit of celebration in 
India. A unique civilisation with a mosaic of religions as diverse as the land. The different religions and 
their festivals are like jewels adorning the crown of Indian culture.

The following guided tours of the exhibition were arranged: 

•  Group from the Parquesol Centre for Elderly People, 29 May

• Yoga groups, 17 June.
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GUIDED	TOURS	OF	EXHIBITION	"STREAM	OF	CONSCIOUSNESS"				
OCTOBER	16	TO	DECEMBER	3,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

The "Stream of Consciousness" exhibition, sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), 
offered the public the chance to explore a selection of paintings from the work of the outstanding young 
artist from Rajasthan Chandra Shekar Sain. 

Chandra Shekar Sain’s work is largely inspired by India and, more precisely, Rajasthan, where he comes 
from. His paintings are impregnated with history and tradition.

The following guided tours of the exhibition were arranged: 

•  Meet-up group of volunteers and representatives of the Vicente Ferrer Foundation, Castile and Leon, 
12 October.  

•  Laguna de Duero Centre for Elderly People, 20 October. 

•  Alfonso VIII University Hall of Residence, 25 November.

3.4.	 EDUCATIONAL	PROJECTS	FOR	SOCIAL	INTEGRATION
COOPERATION	WITH	THE	EDUCATIONAL	CYCLE	FOR	SOCIAL	INTEGRATION	OF		
THE	EMILIO	FERRARI	SECONDARY	SCHOOL	IN	VALLADOLID				
MARCH	2	&	3	AND	APRIL	13

Under the project title "Ferrari. Learning from social organisations 2014-15", we worked with the social 
integration educational cycle in the following areas of action: 

•  Primary social intervention action in which pupils learned to carry out prevention, promotion and 
awareness-raising projects in real, specific situations suggested by our organisation. 

•  Communication action to introduce to them the communication skills needed to carry out the 
intervention processes.

Specifically, three workshops and an intercultural day were held: 

•  Workshop 1. Corporal expression techniques for users with communication deficit through movement 
and knowledge of the body. 

•  Workshop 2. Communication skills necessary for carrying out intervention processes. Expressive 
movement and gestural language. 

•  Workshop 3. The study of emotion. Navarasa and the nine emotions.

To conclude the intervention with the pupils, a day was organised devoted to getting to know the 
organisation and its educational projects and an intercultural session entitled "Discovering India".
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Casa de la India’s library specialises in information about India. The library’s main functions are to 
support Casa de la India’s educational and cultural activities, as well as giving readers and researchers 
a point of access to India’s rich cultural heritage.

The library houses more than 3,000 titles including books, periodicals, audiovisual material (CDs and 
DVDs) and multimedia (CD-ROM). India’s linguistic wealth is reflected in the number of languages 
represented in the library collection: English, Spanish, Hindi, Bengali and Malayalam, amongst others. 
With the aim of providing access to Indian culture and information about India, the library gives users 
access to films, documentaries, music and books, fiction (novels, poetry and plays) and non-fiction, 
covering many topics such as philosophy, religion, society, politics, economy, travel, history and art, to 
name but a few.

The Casa de la India library catalogue remains an integrated part of the Castile and Leon Libraries 
network catalogue. The lending policy means that a person can borrow two books and one CD, DVD 
or CD-ROM at any one time. The lending period for books is 15 days and for audiovisual or multimedia 
material, 7 days. Library users can not only consult the catalogue (http://rabel.jcyl.es), but they can also 
reserve and renew resources on-line.

The Casa de la India library is open to the public from Monday to Friday (except public holidays) from 
10:00 to 14:00 and from 17:00 to 20:00 (except Monday afternoons) and can be accessed with either of 
the following two types of membership:

•  Membership of the Castilla and León Libraries network (Bibliotecas de Castilla y León). This card can 
be obtained from any of the libraries that form part of the RABEL (Red de Bibliotecas de Castilla y 
León) network and must be shown in order to borrow any library resource.

•  As an Amigo of Casa de la India (all categories). This card must be shown in order to use the library or 
Haveli garden reading and study areas. Amigos of Casa de la India can also benefit from other library 
services such as narrowcasting (selective dissemination of information) and Wi-Fi. 

JOSÉ PAZ TAGORE LIBRARY 

Throughout 2015, Casa de la India continued to organise events and activities to further propogate 
Rabinadranath Tagore, the man and his work.

4.	 LIBRARY
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ROUND	TABLE:	"THE	INFLUENCE	OF	RABINDRANATH	TAGORE	ON	SPANISH	LITERATURE"			
FEBRUARY	5,	RABINDRANATH	STUDIES	CENTRE,	JADAVPUR	UNIVERSITY,	KOLKATA

The Pro Vice-Chancellor for International Relations of the University of Valladolid, José Ramón González, 
and the poets José María Muñoz Quirós and David Rodríguez took part in a round table at Jadavpur 
University entitled "The influence of Rabindrath Tagore on Spanish literature". The event included the 
participation of Indian poets and lecturers and students from the Rabindranath Tagore Studies Centre.

TRIBUTE	TO	RABINDRANATH	TAGORE	AT	VISVA	BHARATI	UNIVERSITY	(SANTINIKETAN)			
FEBRUARY	7,		VISVA	BHARATI	UNIVERSITY,	SANTINIKETAN	(KOLKATA)

Stirring tribute to Rabindranath Tagore at Santiniketan by the poets José María Muñoz Quirós, Carlos 
Aganzo, Fermín Herrero and Jesús Aguado, with poetry readings in the Prayer Hall, which was opened 
specially for the tribute to Tagore, closing the Visva Bharati University Conference on Comparative 
Literature with a poetry reading in Spanish and Bengali together with songs by Amancio Prada based on 
lyrics by Rabindranath Tagore in front of 70 students, lecturers and writers.

RABINDRANATH	TAGORE	MEMORIAL			
MAY	7,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

On 7 May, coinciding with the anniversary of the birth of Rabindranath Tagore, the Casa de la India 
celebrated the Rabindranath Tagore Memorial. This year we wanted to take advantage of the journey 
to Santiniketan as part of the "Spain-India Writers Meeting" with the cooperation of Spanish Cultural 
Action (AC/E) so the poets Carlos Aganzo , Jesús Aguado, Fermín Herrero and José María Muñoz Quirós, 
accompanied by the musician Amancio Prada, could tell us about their experiences. We were also able 
to enjoy a poetry recital with verses by Rabindranath Tagore, versions by the poets themselves and the 
performance of a couple of songs by Amancio Prada.

VISIT	TO	THE	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	LIBRARY:	"TAGORE:	THE	POET’S	SCHOOL"			
MAY	16	&	18,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

For European Museum Night and International Museum Day, guided tours were organised of the Casa de 
la India museum and library, focusing on two of the most important Indian thinkers of the 20th century: 
"Tagore: the poet’s school" and "Gandhi: dialogue for peace".
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5.1.	 EU	FUNDED	COOPERATION	PROJECT	WITH	AHMEDABAD	
THE	CULTURAL	HERITAGE	CLUSTER	AND	THE	CULTURAL	HERITAGE	&		
MANAGEMENT	VENTURE	LAB	IN	AHMEDABAD	
The international cooperation project "Investing in People. Supporting Culture as a Vector of Democracy 
and Economic Growth", funded by the European Union through the EuropAid scheme, was launched in 
December 2013 for a period of 30 months. The project is led by Casa de la India and coordinated with 
four project partners, Ahmedabad University (Centre for Heritage Management), Ahmedabad Municipal 
Corporation , University of Valladolid and City Council of Valladolid, in collaboration with Urban Manage-
ment Centre and City Heritage Centre in Ahmedabad and Evoch Platform and CEARCAL (Regional 
Handscrafts Center) in Spain. 

Throughout this second year, Casa de la India has coordinated and guided the project partners in the 
preparation of training activities focused on the "Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage and Creative Industries 
Cluster" created by this project, with the aim of offering the training activities, technical, legal and 
financial assistance, incorporating the best practice of India and Europe in the field of conservation and 
management of cultural heritage. 

A.	AHMEDABAD	CULTURAL	HERITAGE	CLUSTER

The Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage Cluster (ACHC) is one of the key initiatives of the project at founded 
by seven institutions of Ahmedabad, namely:

• Centre for Heritage Management, Ahmedabad University

• Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation

• Urban Management Centre

• City Heritage Centre

• Sewa Federation

• The House of MG

• Centre for Environment Education.

ACHC is a registered Public Trust cum Society to be a professional platform for the promotion and 
development of cultural and heritage industries through the City of Ahmedabad’s cultural activities 
and businesses. The cluster is open to young entrepreneurs, business people and institutions from 
Ahmedabad, who can benefit from an organizational structure that is both vertical - horizontal and 
that favours information flow in all areas related to cultural heritage. Currently the cluster comprises 
more than 50 local bodies including public institutions, professional companies, research bodies, various 
NGOs and entrepreneurs who work and collaborate towards common goals:

5.	 COOPERATION	AND	ENTERPRISE
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• Strengthen the capacities of stakeholders.

• Create environment for innovation.

• Professionalize management of cultural heritage sector.

•  Provide a common platform for people to interact within a wide network and share ideas with public 
and private stakeholders at national, regional and local levels, with public bodies, research centres, 
Universities and local companies.

• Develop new projects, products and services related to heritage and culture.

•  Offer technical advice in common areas of interest (marketing and promotion strategies, quality, 
technology, logistics, etc.).

• Facilitate access to professional markets worldwide.

•  Influence specific policies and create awareness among policymakers around key aspects related to 
cultural and heritage activities.

• Attract new companies, investors and enterprising individuals and to the cultural industries sector.

Till the end of the year 2015 more than 50 members were actively participating in the training activities 
of the EU project. The Cluster is thus a networking platform to promote cultural heritage related initia-
tives and boost information exchange between stakeholders in Ahmedabad and the region of Gujarat.

B.	AHMEDABAD	HERITAGE	VENTURE	LAB

Ahmedabad Heritage Venture Lab (AHVL) is a venture lab of Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage Cluster 
set up in order to incubate and mentor innovative new and economically sustainable ventures in the 
heritage sector. The AHVL is presently jointly managed by the Centre for Heritage Management, partner 
of the EU funded project, and the Venture Studio of Ahmedabad University. It has been created for those 
interested in setting up a business venture in the cultural heritage sector and who require may seek 
expert support. AHVL can provide mentorship and guidance in aspects such as:

• Legalities of setting up a business

• Creating prototypes of products/services

• Marketing/branding & e-commerce

• Accounts & financial matters

• Networking for business promotion

• Funding and investments (interaction with venture capitalists/funding agencies)

AHVL is as part of the University of Ahmedabad and it is integrated as part of its Venture Studio. This 
Lab is available for entrepreneurs and young companies who wish to receive technical, legal, financial, 
advisory assistance and specialized training. It is a workplace and co-working area where the cluster 
members can use free internet services and enroll in a mentorship program for 6 months free of cost 
for students.
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The goal of this program is to create at least ten new companies supported by the "Ahmedabad Cultural 
Heritage & Creative Industries Cluster" during the length of the project. Participants also benefit from 
the international experience and training activities offered by the Indian and Spanish experts during the 
various training programs. These training activities have begun in 2015 and emphasize cultural heritage 
management as a basic pillar for economic growth and the creation of wealth in Ahmedabad.

MASTERCLASS TRAINING PROGRAM
APRIL	17–	18	&	NOVEMBER	29–30 

As part of this activity, six master class training programs in innovation and practices applied to cultural 
and heritage management have been conducted with a view to:

•  Promoting technical support to potential entrepreneurs and local companies/institutions about the 
potential of cultural heritage management as a tool for economic development. 

•  Encouraging access to regional, national and even international markets and promoting sustainable 
development and the economic value of cultural heritage. 

•  Promoting exchange and discussions about new business models related to cultural heritage with the 
Spanish and India partners.

Three Master Classes were conducted by experts drawn from Indian and Spanish Institutions, on 17th and 
18th April 2015. Two master class programs were on Built Heritage Management and the third one was 
on Cultural Heritage Related Events Management. The Built Heritage Management Programs were titled 
‘Architecture & Heritage Management: Urban Planning and Heritage Preservation & Conservation and 
Restoration of Architectural Heritage Assets. These included a half day field session at the old city of 
Ahmedabad, visiting restored heritage buildings and a few heritage buildings under restoration. 

The Master class on Cultural Heritage Related Event Management had participants from non-profit 
organizations related to heritage, artists from the visual arts and theatre, Ahmedabad Municipal Corpo-
ration staff, tourist guides, event management professionals and postgraduate students from Habitat 
Management, CEPT University. Experts from Spain and India gave presentations on how cultural heritage 
is used as a tool to contribute to economic in a community.
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The faculty for these Master Classes held in April included Mr. Debashish Nayak and Dr. Neel Chapagain 
from the Centre for Heritage Management, Mr. P K V Nair from Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, Dr. Julio 
Grijalba and Dr. Alberto Grijalba, architects and Professors of the University of Valladolid, Dr. Guillermo 
Rodriguez, Director of Casa de la India, Mr. Juan Manuel Guimerans, Director for Culture and Tourism of 
Valladolid City Council, and Ms. Sharupa Dutta, Director of Creative Arts form Teamworks Arts (New Delhi).  

The second round of the Masterclass Program held on 29th to 30th November focused on the following 
three areas: Crafts, Tourism and Performing Arts. The speakers discussed new challenges of connecting 
community and village-based craft, performances and skills to mainstream tourist attractions. Through 
statistical evidences, the experts presented case studies of cultural heritage destinations in India and 
around the world. The need to create new cultural tourism products to attract tourists to the city was 
also highlighted. As part of the program the participants and faculty also took part in the iconic Heritage 
Walk of Ahmedabad.

The Indian experts in this program included Prof. Manvita Baradi of CEPT, Mr. Rajiv Patel, a social entre-
preneur of City Heritage Centre, Mr. Amitava Bhattacharya, founder director of the NGO Banglanatak, 
Prof. Prashant K. Gautam of Punjab University, Chandigarh, as well as reputed professionals from the 
various creative sectors: performing arts, textile, design, crafts etc.

BUSINESS TRAINING PROGRAM
DECEMBER	14-18 

The Business Training Program ‘Business strategies for Heritage Management’ was aimed at 
entrepreneurs and stakeholders of the cultural heritage eco-system. These were able to interact 
with eminent speakers from India, Spain and USA from various fields of specialization including the 
economics, marketing, branding, funding and finance and other aspects of business management 
related to entrepreneurship in cultural heritage. 



55

COOPERATION	AND	ENTERPRISE ANNUAL	
REPORT

2015

The program covered various aspects of cultural heritage related business startups including 
revenue model, organizational building process, marketing plan, innovation in cultural products and 
entrepreneurial aspects of such businesses. The participants of the program were given participation 
certificate on successful completion of the 5-day program. It was open to heritage related business 
entrepreneurs as well as the diverse members of the Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage ecosystem.

The program was inaugurated by Dr Pankaj Chandra, Chairman, Board of Management, Ahmedabad 
University on 14th December, 2015 at the Venture Studio, Ahmedabad University. Dr. Chandra inaugu-
rated the Ahmedabad Heritage Venture Lab annexed in the same campus which is now used to incubate 
heritage-related ventures. Several faculty member from the University of Valladolid, Dr. Carmen 
Camarero Izquierdo, Dr. Luis César Herrero Prieto, and Dr. Juan Luis De Las Rivas gave expert presenta-
tions during the week-log program on the value of cultural heritage as an economic agent. Dr. Guillermo 
Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India and Mr. Tomás Garabito, European Project Manager of Casa de 
la India coordinated the Spanish participation in the program. Prof Amita Sinha of University of Illinois, 
USA and Thomas E. Jones from National Park Service, USA also participated in this innovative business 
training program.

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM AND NETWORKING ACTIVITIES

The Ahmedabad Heritage Venture Lab (AHVL) initiated in 2015 a complete and customized mentor-
ship program to train entrepreneurs and mentor them throughout the process of creating new cultural 
heritage companies. On 29th July a Networking Meeting for potential cultural entrepreneurs was held at 
the new Ahmedabad Heritage Venture Lab to present the scope of the Heritage Venture Lab as well as 
the proposed six-month Mentorship program for young entrepreneurs and start ups.

Towards the end of the year a second networking action was held on 14th December focusing on cultural 
heritage industries using new technologies. More than 20 entrepreneurs, members of the Ahmedabad 
Heritage Cluster and the Ahmedabad Heritage Venture Lab presented their creative business ideas to 
start new companies that would contribute to promoting Ahmedabad as a cultural heritage city.

VISIBILITY ACTION: "WORKSHOP ON HERITAGE AND CULTURAL RESOURCES FOR TOURISTS".
AUGUST	7–8 

This workshop was attended by professionals from the hotel industry, transport and tour providers, 
tourist guides, as well as representatives of various associations from the food and hospitality sector. 
The workshop was designed to create awareness among the diverse associations and stakeholders in 
Ahmedabad about the importance of heritage to attract tourism to a city and to share information about 
tourists´ expectations and initiatives to bridge the information gap.

Parallel to the organization to the above series of activities extensive communication of the project 
was ensured through its website http://www.ahmedabadheritagecluster.com/ and the technological 
platform "Indianet" where all members can access relevant content and material related the training 
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activities, the newsletters and any other useful information about the events and activities carried out 
as part of the project. Besides these functions, interested stakeholders will be updated through posts on 
our Facebook and LinkedIn, and these sites are available to interact with other members of the cultural 
heritage community.

 

5.2.	 	PARTICIPATION	IN	PROGRAMS	OF	THE	SPAIN-INDIA	
COUNCIL	FOUNDATION	

4TH	EDITION	OF	THE	"INDIAN	LEADERS	PROGRAM"	
JUNE	1-5,	MADRID	AND	BARCELONA 

From 1st to 5th June 2015 the Spain-India Council Foundation, of which Casa de la India is a member 
organization, held the fourth edition of its annual "Indian Leaders Program" oriented to strengthen 
relations between India and Spain, whereby Indian professionals considered to be outstanding in their 
field are invited to visit and learn firsthand about the reality of Spain. 

This edition was dedicated to introduce members of the Indian Parliament to Spain and assess the 
present Spain-India relations as well as future collaborations from multiple perspectives. The distin-
guished visitors were parliamentarians Arjun Ram Meghwal, Kalikesh Narayan Singh Deo, Vivek Gupta 
y Heena Vijaykumar Gavit. The Leaders visited the cities of Madrid and Barcelona. In Madrid Guillermo 
Rodriguez, director of Casa de la India, attended the welcome lunch held on 1st June at the Madrid Casino 
for the Patrons of the Spain-india Foundation Council and the Members of Indian Parliament, which also 
provided an opportunity to highlight the assets that have made the Council Foundation an indispensable 
tool for public diplomacy in Spain. On the following day the director of Casa de la India also participated 
at the inter-active breakfast meeting organized at Caixaforum Madrid, where he stressed the need to 
foster Spain-India relations in the fields of education and culture in order to widen the mutual knowledge 
base by supporting multiple initiatives such as expert training programs, Master programs on India at 
Spanish universities, cultural initiatives etc.
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SPAIN-INDIA	THINK	TANKS’	MEETING	2015:	A	NEW	COLLABORATIVE	RELATIONSHIP	
OCTOBER	6-7,	MADRID 

On 6th October Casa de la India participated in a meeting of Indian and Spanish think tanks hosted 
by the Diplomatic School of Madrid hosted in the framework of the Spain-India Think Tanks’ Meeting 
and Dialogue on Global, Geo-economics and Defence Challenges organized by the Spain-India Council 
Foundation in collaboration with the Ramón Areces Foundation. The meeting was chaired by Ambas-
sador-Director of the Diplomatic School of Madrid, Ambassador Enrique Viguera and moderated by the 
Director of the Policy Planning Unit at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, Mr. 
Ricardo López-Aranda. The objective of this meeting was to discuss the challenges in building a colla-
borative relationship between Indian and Spanish think tanks, to promote a fruitful bilateral dialogue 
on common goals and shared perspectives and to encourage bilateral cooperation and joint programs.

The Spain-India Think Tanks’ Dialogue on Global, Geoeconomics and Defence Challenges was organized 
at the Ramón Areces Foundation, Madrid, on 7th October and included sessions on "Global Affairs: 
Partnering in an uncertain world", "Geoeconomics: Mapping the Changing Terrain of Geoconomics," 
and "Defence and Security: Common challenges and shared perspectives." Among the think tank tanks 
that participated in this pioneering Dialogue were prestigious organizations such as Observer Research 
Foundation, Society for Policy Studies, Gateway House, Centre for Policy Research, and Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses and Vivekananda International Foundation from India, and Real Instituto, 
Elcano Club de Madrid, CIDOB and FRIDE representing Spain. 

5.3.	 COOPERATION	IN	THE	FILM	INDUSTRY	SECTOR	

PRESENTATION	OF	THE	"SHOOTING	IN	SPAIN"	INITIATIVE	
FEBRUARY	9,	MUMBAI 

More than 40 major Indian film makers and producers attended the presentation of the "Shooting in 
Spain" initiative in Mumbai on February 9th. The initiative aims to promote Spain as a destination for 
international filming and production and the objective of this presentation was to invite Indian film 
makers and producers to look to Spain for all and any aspects of the film making process from locations, 
skilled professionals, to enticing tax incentives. 

This initiative is the fruit of various years of labour that have included the signing of a bilateral copro-
duction agreement between the two countries in 2012, a collaboration agreement between the Film & 
TV Producers Guild of India and Casa de la India signed in 2013 and most recently the collaboration 
agreement between the Casa de la India Foundation and the Spain Film Commission to develop a plan 
to promote Spain as a destination for Indian audiovisual productions, signed on January 29, 2015 during 
the FITUR Fair in Madrid. New incentives introduced in reforms to the Spanish tax system, which entered 
into force on 1 January 2015, also help to make Spain a more enticing option to what is the world’s 
largest film industry with over 1,500 films produced annually.

The initiative was made possible thanks to the collaboration between the Film & TV Producers Guild 
of India, the Embassy of Spain in India, the Spain- India Council Foundation, TourSpain, the Spain Film 
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Commission, and Casa de la India. The Film & TV Guild of India is the most influential in the Indian 
audiovisual business sector, especially in Bollywood, and brings together 95% of the film and television 
business productions. Mukesh Bhatt, Chairman of the Film & TV Producers Guild of India encouraged his 
members to choose Spain as their destination and the Director General of the Guild, Kulmeet Makkar, 
expressed his firm commitment to Spain as a strategic target and announced that Spain would, for the 
first time, be included in the Guide to Filming Abroad produced by the Guild. The guide gives information 
on what are considered to be the best 12 countries (out of 60) for Indian companies to work in based on 
a series of factors but especially with respect to fiscal and financial conditions offered.

Spanish Ambassador Gustavo de Arístegui, the Consul General of Spain in Mumbai, Eduardo de Quesada, 
head the TourSpain Office in Mumbai, Ignacio Ducasse, the Spain-India Council Foundation represented 
by Patricia Motilla of the law firm Jausas, and the Spain Film Commission, represented by Board of 
Directors member Juan Manuel Guimeráns and Casa de la India Director, Guillermo Rodriguez presented 
the numerous possibilities and benefits of shooting in Spain. Indian producers and filmmakers from 
Mumbai and from other filmmaking areas such as the Punjab, New Delhi, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and East 
Bengal were present, as well as Indian financial consultants. 

5.4.	 SMART	CITIES	COOPERATION	

SPAIN-INDIA	SMART	HERITAGE	THINK	TANK	
APRIL	16	&	20 

The idea of establishing a Smart Heritage Think Tank was conceived in November 2014 at the Inter-
national Biennial of Art and Heritage Management (AR&PA) in Valladolid, where India was the Guest 
Country. During a round table on ‘India-Spain cooperation in the field of Heritage conservation and 
promotion", Mr. Navin Piplani, Principal Director, INTACH Heritage Academy, suggested a proposal 
of bringing together a group of heritage experts, with diverse approaches, debating about heritage 
preservation and promotion, and transforming their debates into a collection of essential ‘lessons’ on 
the subject. This verified knowledge, appropriately organized, could then be shared between the two 
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countries. The seed for the Spain-india Smart Heritage Think Tank was thus planted in Spain under the 
aegis of Casa de la India while a meeting was yet to be convened to establish its counterpart in India.

In April 2015 a brainstorming session in this regard was organized at INTACH in India. The session was 
attended by the Guillermo Rodriguez, Director of Casa de la India, Spain, Mr. Juan Manuel Guimerans – 
Director for Culture and Commerce, Valladolid City Council, Maj. Gen. LK Gupta – Chairman, INTACH, Mr. 
Navin Piplani – Principal Director, INTACH Heritage Academy, and several experts from diverse institu-
tions and academic centers in Delhi related to heritage and architecture.

As the follow-up action to this meeting Professors Alberto and Julio Grijalba, from the University of 
Valladolid, presented a lecture on 20th April at INTACH on "Heritage and Modernity: New Uses and New 
Technologies".

SMART	CITY	EXPO	
NOVEMBER	19,	BARCELONA 

During the Smart City Expo in Barcelona Ms. Rosa Huertas, Director of Finance and Economic Promotion 
of Valladolid City Council and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India presented the model of 
Valladolid as a Smart City to a delegation of the government of India attending the Expo, headed by Dr. 
Sameer Sharma, Additional Secretary (Smart Cities), Ministry of Urban Development. Among the points 
that were highlighted during this meeting were the concept of Smart Heritage as an important tool for 
economic and tourism growth, and the importance of creating networks of smart cities to boost multiple 
collaborations and share best practices as a proven methodology to implement new initiatives in a sustai-
nable manner and benefit from past experiences, as has been the case in Spain´s Smart City Network.

This Smart City Expo included a Congress where over 300 of the most innovative and influential smart 
city thinkers gathered together to share knowledge, present visions and highlight opportunities on how 
they will create efficient, economically viable, sustainable and livable cities. 

OTHER	VISITING	DELEGATIONS	
OCTOBER	12-14 

Mr. Girish Bhagat, representative of Valladolid Chamber of Commerce in Maharashtra, and Ms. Seema 
Mahajan, Director, Centre of Family Business and Entrepreneurship Management, School of Business 
Management of NMIMS, visited Valladolid from 12th to 14th October to launch joint programs with the 
aim of expanding the relations between Valladolid and India and identifying opportunities in India for 
Spanish SMEs, including Smart City related technologies and innovation projects. They were received 
by the Mayor and councillors of the City Council of Valladolid, and representatives from University of 
Valladolid and the Chamber of Commerce at the City Hall, where they were introduced to the Smart City 
policies and practices of Valladolid. This was followed by a visit to the business incubation center at the 
Agency for Innovation of the City of Valladolid which allowed for interaction with young entrepreneurs 
as well as established companies working on Smart City projects. As part of the program they were also 
able to visit the Science Park of the University of Valladolid and the award-winning Lucía Building at its 
campus as an example of energy efficiency.
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5.5.	 COOPERATION	WITH	ACADEMIC	INSTITUTIONS	

UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID	DELEGATION	TO	INDIA	
FEBRUARY	1–9 

As part of the cooperation agreement between the University of Valladolid and Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU), Professor Ramón González, Pro Vice-Chancellor for International Relations at the University 
of Valladolid, gave a lecture on the writer Miguel Delibes for Spanish literature students at the JNU. 
Alongside this, a workshop on the translation of poetry by Spanish poets into Indian dialects (Bengali, 
Hindi, Marathi and Kannada) was held at the JNU as part of the "Spain – India Writers Meeting" program 
organised by the Casa de la India and the Indo-Hispanic Society Language Academy in cooperation with 
Spanish Cultural Action (AC/E) under its PICE mobility program, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Sahitya 
Akademi and the Cervantes Institute. During his meeting with the academic authorities of the JNU, the 
Pro Vice-Chancellor suggested expanding the existing cooperation agreement for deeper exchanges 
between the two universities in the areas of Hispanic and European studies.

In New Delhi, the Pro Vice-Chancellor also met the director of theIndian Institute of Technology, R.K. 
Shevgaonkar, in order to set up joint cooperation initiatives concerning new technologies and Smart 
Cities and to establish cooperation with the University of Valladolid Science Park and the IIT business 
nursery.

In the state of West Bengal, the Pro Vice-Chancellor took part in the Kolkata Book Fair, accompanied 
by a group of Spanish poets invited by the Indo-Hispanic Society Language Academy. He also visited 
Jadavpur University in that city, with one of the most active Hispanic studies departments in India 
and a study and research centre on Rabindranath Tagore. At Viswa Bharati University in Santiniketan, 
founded by Rabindranath Tagore in 1921, the Pro Vice-Chancellor met the Vice-Chancellor to begin a 
framework of cooperation between the two universities through a readership in Spanish to establish 
the basis for introducing Spanish as a study language. Cooperation on agricultural engineering courses 
was also agreed and, in particular, in studies of the Bengali genius Rabindranath Tagore. As Tagore was 
the founder of Viswa Bharati University, this was identified as a particularly important area for both 
universities and for the Casa de la India, which has the largest collection of books about Tagore in Spain, 
donated by Professor José Paz.

In Ahmedabad, a meeting was agreed with the city’s branch of the Indian Institute of Management (IIM) 
to cooperate on innovation and business matters and there was a working lunch with the Vice-Chance-
llor of the University of Ahmedabad, Prafull Anubhai, and lecturers from various specialisms. At this 
meeting, a readership in Spanish shared with the IIM was suggested to introduce Spanish as a language 
option to be studied by students in Ahmedabad, together with an agreement between the Faculties 
of Commerce of Ahmedabad and Valladolid. The possibility of expanding the existing cooperation on 
cultural heritage to the area of engineering was also suggested. During his stay in Ahmedabad, the Pro 
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Vice-Chancellor also held a monitoring meeting of the Cultural Heritage & Management Venture Lab, led 
by the Casa de la India and including the Universities of Ahmedabad and Valladolid among its members.

VISITING	DELEGATIONS	TO	VALLADOLID	
DECEMBER	3-	4 

As part of the collaboration with the University of Valladolid and the Chamber of Commerce and Mr. 
Bhagat, representative of Valladolid Chamber of Commerce in Maharashtra, and Ms. Seema Mahajan, 
Director, Centre of Family Business and Entrepreneurship Management, School of Business Management 
of NMIMS visited Valladolid for a second time in 2015 with the objective of planning joint programs for 
study & industry visits for Indian students and CEO´s as well as academic ex-changes. A meeting with 
the Dean of the Faculty of Commerce served to design a study trip program during 2016 for NMIMS 
students to be carried out in Valladolid. The aim of such a program was also to boost further collabo-
ration between institutions and encourage business exchange between India and Spain establishing 
periodic study programs facilitating the exchange of students as well as business entrepreneurs.
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