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Casa de la India in Spain, established as a cultural foundation in 2003, marked its fourth year of activities 
from its centre in Valladolid in 2010. Casa de la India provides a platform to promote India in Spain 
and to enhance cultural, social, academic, institutional and business relations between India and Spain,  
and also serves to increase awareness in Spain of the economic, scientific-technological, artistic, 
social and cultural possibilities for collaboration between the two countries. Thus, Casa de la India is 
instrumental in facilitating a greater level of cooperation and exchange between the two countries.

India, with its complex social, political, economic and cultural reality plays a fundamental role in the new 
world order of the 21st century.

Spain-India relations are growing fast, especially in the areas of commerce and business, and this growth 
should also be reflected in closer collaboration and cooperation in academic, cultural and scientific-
technological areas, as well as in the creation of institutional networks that facilitate and channel these 
relations. To this end, the activities organised by Casa de la India hope to serve as a means, on one hand, 
to carry out specific programmes and actions in areas of mutal interes and on the other, to analyse 
bilateral cooperation between India and Spain in the fields of culture, education and society in the light 
of growing Economic and commercial relations.

In order to achieve these aims and objectives Casa de la India relies on the support of the Foundation’s 
three Patrons, the Republic of India through the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council and 
the University of Valladolid, and the invaluable collaboration of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR). The foundation has also received support from the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation 
and Development and the Spanish Ministry of Culture, as well as other public and private organisations.

This report offers a summary of the activities that Casa de la India has organised, managed and 
collaborated in throughout 2010. In accordance with the aims of the Foundation, Casa de la India once 
again offered a full agenda of activities in the following areas; institutional, cultural, educational, and 
cooperation and enterprise. Thus, Casa de la India continues to serve as a point of contact between the 
societies of India and Spain; providing a space to meet and dialogue, and supporting initiatives to bring 
Spain and India closer together in all areas relevant to civil society.

In the institutional area, Casa de la India has continued to concentrate on establishing links with 
institutions at a national and international level in order to promote cultural and social relations between 
India, Spain and Europe. This is exemplified by the close collaboration with Casa Asia in important events 
such as the the Spain-India Tribune, the launch of the EuroIndia Centre network’s Spain Desk based at 
Casa de la India as well as Casa de la India’s active involvement with the Spain-India Council Foundation, 
which was founded in 2009 and has organised many institutional events in 2010.

Casa de la India’s activities have also received support from the Board of Friends, a body contemplated 
in the statutes of the Casa de la India Foundation which brings together individuals, companies and 
organisations whose function is to propose, suggest and support initiatives related to the Foundation’s 
objectives.

One of the major events that formed part of this year’s cultural programme was the India Festival 2010, 
held in June in Valladolid and organised in collaboration with the Embassy of India in Spain, the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the Regional Government of Castilla and Léon through the Miguel 
Delibes Cultural Centre (CCMD) and The Siglo Foundation, and Valladolid City Council. The fifth edition 
of the Indian Music and Performing Arts Festival and the pioneering First Spain-India Fashion Meeting, 
which combined cultural, business, educational and institutional aspects, were held during this year’s 
festival. 

In addition to the festival, Casa de la India organised a regular programme of performing arts and 
exhibitions in collaboration with the ICCR and the Embassy of India in Spain. Although new areas, such 
as fashion, have been added to its progamme, Casa de la India still gives special importance to cinema. 
Indeed, this year has seen more film and cinema related activity due to the signing of a framework MOU 
with the Valladolid International Film Festival (SEMINCI). Thanks to this agreement, one of the film cycles 
Casa de la India brought to Valladolid in collaboration with Casa Asia was a retrospective dedicated to 
the well-known director Adoor Gopalakrishnan.

 PResenTaTiOn
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A strong link has also ben established with the Spanish Academy of Cinematographic Arts and Sciences, 
based in Madrid, which awarded Casa de la India with the González-Sinde Prize 2010 for organising the 
Spanish Film Festival in India. The fifth edition of the Spanish Film Festival, which began in 2006, was 
held in New Delhi and Chennai. The Academy also hosted the second Spain-India Meeting of Filmmakers 
in Madrid in October.

In the area of education, Casa de la India continued with the task of introducing the general public and 
students at all levels to Indian culture and society, with the aim of promoting intercultural education and 
Indian Studies at university level. Through the University of Valladolid Language Centre, regular Hindi 
language courses were offered at three different levels by professors Vijayakumaran C.P.V. and Shrish 
Chandra Jaswal. The professors succesively held the ICCR Hindi Language Chair at the University of 
Valladolid in 2010.

Casa de la India also offered a packed programme of seminars and conferences. Special mention should 
be given to the Seminar on Architecture and Sustainable Urban Development (see section on Academic 
Meetings, Seminars and Conferences) organised in collaboration with the University of Valladolid in 
November with the support of Valladolid City Council and the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation 
for Development (AECID). Also to the I Academic Meeting on Indian Studies in Spain which took place at the 
University of Valladolid Santa Cruz Palace in March, co-organised with the University of Valladolid and with  
the support of the Embassy of India in Spain, with the aim of bringing together for the first time 
academics, experts and representatives of universities and public and private institutions based in 
Spain, who are professionally involved in promoting classical and contemporary Indian studies in all the 
academic fields.

On the other hand, Casa de la India’s intercultural educational project consolidated its success.  
The Escuela de la India (India School), aimed mainly at primary and secondary education students and 
civic centres, reached thousands of participants from educational centres in and around Valladolid and 
Castilla and Léon. The Permanent Performing Arts and Music Seminar, Kalasangam also ran for another 
year at Casa de la India with the addition of a new intensive course in Trivandrum, South India. 

These educative activities are complemented by the Casa de la India Library, which now forms part of 
the Castilla and León Libraries network (Bibliotecas de Castilla y León) and as such is now accessible to 
many more users and researchers.

In the area of cooperation and enterprise the fifth edition of the Spain-India Tribune should be given 
special mention. Organised by Casa de la India, Casa Asia and the Indian Council of World Affairs in Madrid 
on the 14th and 15th of October, topics discussed included the direction of energy strategies for the 21st 

century, the financial prospects and options for both countries in the global world order, the knowledge 
society, and as a first in this Tribune, there was a session on cooperation for security. Representatives 
of civil society, government administrations and the business world from both countries participated in 
this fifth edition of the Tribune.

In parallel to the efforts made in the business area (the coordination of visits, delegations and business 
meetings with different organisations) Casa de la India has also served as a cooperation platform in 
the areas of culture, sustainable devolopment and society. Here, the homage to Vicente Ferrer and the 
Semminar on Spain-India Cooperation held at Casa de la India in April, with well-known representatives 
of Spanish government offices, exemplify Casa de la India’s committment in this area. For Spain-India 
relations to flourish, the creation of institutional networks that facilitate and channel these relations 
is just as essential and necessary as academic, cultural and scentific-technological cooperation, and 
cooperation for sustainable development.

Casa de la India takes this opportunity to remember the late Raimon Panikkar, pioneering thinker and 
philosopher who passed away in 2010. Raimon Panikkar, member of the Honorary Council of the Casa de 
la India, embodied as a person, author and "dialogue activist" the bridge between eastern and western 
cultures, between India and Spain, changing our conceptions of "us" and the "other"...

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín 
Director
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1.1.  BOaRd OF TRusTees OF THe 
casa de la india FOundaTiOn
BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	MEETINGS	IN	2010
Two Ordinary Board Meetings were held at the Casa de la India on the 30th of June and the 9th of 
December in 2010. The Board of Trustees, comprising representatives from the Embassy of India in Spain, 
Valladolid City Council and the University of Valladolid, is the highest governing body of the Casa de la 
India Foundation and is responsible for its management and control. It is composed of a President, a 
Vice-president and vocal members. The Presidency is rotary and is held successively for two-year periods 
by the Mayor of Valladolid City Council and by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid. In 
the meeting of the 30th of June the Vice Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Marcos Sacristán 
Represa, took over from the Mayor of Valladolid, Francisco Javier León de la Riva the as President of the 
Foundation.

President

Mr. Marcos Sacristán Represa  Vice-Chancellor, University of Valladolid

Vice President

Mr. Francisco Javier León de la Riva  Mayor, Valladolid City Council

Vocal MeMBers

Mrs. Sujata Mehta  Ambassador of India to Spain

Mr. Luis Santos Domínguez  Pro Vice-Chancellor of Internationalisation and University Extension, University of Valladolid

Mrs. Mercedes Cantalapiedra Álvarez  Councillor for Trade, Culture and Tourism, Valladolid City Council

Mr. Sudhir Kumar  Counsellor, Embassy of India in Spain

secretary

Dr. Guillermo Rodríguez Martín  Director, Casa de la India

1.2. HOnORaRY cOuncil
Its members are drawn from outstanding personalities and institutions whose functions are honorific 
and consultative with the aim of providing a better service for the Foundation. Her Royal Highness 
Princess Irene of Greece holds the Presidency of the Honorary Council. Musician Ravi Shankar,  
businessman Ratan Tata and Secretary of State for International Cooperation and President of the 
Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID), Soraya Rodríguez, are among 
the distinguished members of the Honorary Council. In 2010, the Council mourned the loss of the 
philosopher Raimon Panikkar who passed away on August 26th and welcomed maestro Zubin Mehta, 
who accepted the invitation to join the Honorary Council towards the end of the year. 

1.3.  BOaRd OF FRiends and FRiends 
OF casa de la india
The Casa de la India Board of Friends (Junta de Amigos) continues to promote, stimulate and support 
cultural and educational initiatives such as management and cooperation programmes. As well as 
encouraging involvement with people interested in Indian culture and society, becoming a Friend (Amigo) 
of the Casa de la India allows for more frequent contact with the Foundation and privileged participation 
in the regular activities and special events organised by Casa de la India.

1. insTiTuTiOnal
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FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
One of the main aims of Casa de la India is to offer its visitors a variety of services which cater to their 
interests and needs. To better take advantage of the activities and services offered, all our visitors are 
invited to become Friends (Amigos) of Casa de la India, by means of an annual contribution, which allows 
them to enjoy a range of benefits and discounts as well as receiving monthly updates concerning all the 
activities organised by Casa de la India. 

BOARD	OF	FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
The Casa de la India Board of Friends (Junta de Amigos) as a body of the Casa de la India Foundation is 
defined in the Statutes of the Foundation. The purpose of the Board of Friends is to propose, suggest, 
and collaborate in initiatives related to the Foundation’s objectives. The Board of Friends regulations 
allow for the following types of members:

• Benefactor Friends

• Sponsor Friends

• Collaborator Friends

• Emeritus Friends

IN 2010, THE BOARD OF FRIENDS COMPRISED THE FOLLOWING BODIES AND PERSONALITIES:

chamber of commerce and industry of Valladolid

diVisa it

P4r

tata Motors

EMERITUS FRIENDS

Fernando colomo and Beatriz de la Gándara (colomo Producciones)

Julio Juberías

Viswanathan anand
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1.4. insTiTuTiOnal eVenTs
Since its founding Casa de la India has aimed is to promote a greater awareness of India in Spain by 
serving as a platform for collaboration and cooperation between institutions. As a foundation created by 
three public entities, the Republic of India, through the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council 
and the University of Valladolid, this function is considered to be of the highest importance.

CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	AND	THE	SPAIN-INDIA	COUNCIL	FOUNDATION
Casa de la India has been on the board of trustees of the Spain-India Council Foundation since its 
creation in April 2009. The Spain-India Council Foundation, of which Antonio Escámez is President, 
is the result of the efforts by the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, collaborating 
companies, institutions, universities and business schools, and other Spanish civil society agents from 
various sectors interested in maintaining relations and carrying out joint activities with India. Casa de 
la India was represented at the three board meetings of the Foundation convened on the 12th of March,  
6th of July and the 17th of December in Madrid.

Casa de la India has participated in many of the events organised by the Spain-India Council Foundation 
of which the following should be highlighted:

recePtion at Moncloa WitH tHe First Vice President oF sPain  14TH JUNE, MADRID 

The First Vice President, Maria Teresa Fernández de la Vega, met the Spain-India Council Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees at Moncloa, the presidential compound of Spain’s national government. The President 
of the Foundation, Antonio Esámez, expressed his gratitude for the official support implied by the First 
Vice President’s interest in following the Foundation’s progress and outlined activities planned for 
2010. The First Vice President congratulated the Foundation for having found more supporters from 
institutional and business sectors since the previous meeting held with her in 2009 and encouraged all 
entities present to increase their efforts in helping the Foundation to achieve its objectives. 

aUdience WitH HrH tHe Prince oF astUrias  22ND JUNE, MADRID

On June 22nd, during the Global Indian Business Summit which was held at the hotel Westin Palace, Madrid 
from the 21st to the 23rd of June, HRH the Prince of Asturias met the Spain-India Council Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees. During the meeting the board members discussed a variety of subjects and the Prince 
inquired about Casa de la India and its activities.

INSTITUTIONAL	RELATIONS	WITH	THE	EUROINDIA	CENTRE		
24TH JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID / 11TH OCTOBER, HALLE, GERMANY

In 2010 the EuroIndia Centre’s Spain Desk was launched to the public on June 24th, giving the centre 
whose base is in La Rochelle, France official representation in Spain. Situated at the Casa de la India, 
the Spain Desk has helped to cement relations with the EuroIndia Centre network. EuroIndia Centre 
co presidents Harjit Singh Anand and Colette Mathur, the general secretary, Michel Sabatier, and the 
Mayor of Valladolid and President of Casa de la India, Francisco Javier León de la Riva, attended the 
presentation.

The Director of Casa de la India then attended the EuroIndia Centre’s Board of Directors meeting held 
in Halle, Germany on October 11th as a vocal member. The meeting was held during the IV EuroIndia City 
Summit and it was during this meeting that the next city summit location was decided and a preliminary 
agenda prepared. The next summit will take place in Leuven, Belgium, in October 2011. The EuroIndia 
Centre is a network of more than sixty members – individuals, companies, cities and other entities 
(universities, training centres etc.) – from India and Europe.
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GONZÁLEZ-SINDE	PRIZE	AWARDED	TO	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA		
6TH JULY, MADRID

In its XII edition the Spanish Academy of Cinematographic Arts and Sciences awarded the González-
Sinde Prize to Casa de la India, for "promoting the Spanish Film Festival, which since 2006, has made 
Spanish cinema known in India, and has become the only platform for the exchange of projects and 
experiences between Indian and Spanish filmmakers". The prize was awarded to Casa de la India in 
a ceremony held on the 6th of July in the auditorium of the Academy in Madrid. The Director of the 
Academy, Carlos Cuadros began the ceremony with a brief presentation of the Award itself and of 
previous editions of the Spanish Film Festival, which has taken Spanish cinema to many Indian cities. 
Applauded by numerous representatives from the Spanish film and culture world, the Director of Casa 
de la India received the award from the Spanish Minister for Culture, Ángeles González-Sinde, daughter 
of José María González-Sinde (the first president of the Academy and after whom the Award is named), 
and Ángeles Reyes, González-Sinde’s widow.

CASA	ASIA	HIGH	BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	MEETING		
7TH JULY, MADRID

Casa de la India was invited to attend the Casa Asia High Board of Trustees meeting held on the 7th of 
July in Madrid as a visitor. At the meeting, presided over by the Secretary of State for International 
Cooperation Soraya Rodríguez, Casa Asia presented their 2010 activities report and also activities and 
projects planned for 2011. 

COMMEMORATION	OF	THE	INTERNATIONAL	DAY	OF	NON-VIOLENCE	
2ND OCTOBER, VALLADOLID

The International Day of Non-Violence was set as the 2nd of October by the United Nations to coincide 
with the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (2nd October 1869). In commemoration, Casa de la India 
and Valladolid City Council paid homage to Mahatma Gandhi in Valladolid’s Parque de la Paz (Peace 
Park) by placing flowers at a statue of the Mahatma which has been in the park since 2001. Present 
were the Mayor of Valladolid, Francisco Javier León de la Riva, Ángeles Porres Ortún, General Delegate 
Councillor for the Department of Education, Sports and Citizen Participation, Rosa Hernández del 
Campo, General Delegate Councillor for the Department of Social Welfare, Employment and Family and 
Domi Fernández Rodríguez, Special Delegate Councillor for the Department of Citizen Participation. 
Also present were attachés Mr. Narender Kumar Sharma and Mr. Manoj Kumar as representatives of the 
Embassy of India in Spain and members of the local Indian community from the Castilla and Léon Indian 
Cultural Association. The celebrations ended with a rendition of the Indian national anthem in Hindi by 
the Condesa Eylo Secondary School choir. 
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DIWALI	CELEBRATIONS		
6TH NOVEMBER

As part of the Diwali celebrations held at Casa de la India, Vaishali Trivedi, in collaboration with the ICCR, 
gave a performance of Indian classical Kathak dance. The celebrations continued with the lamp lighting ritual 
followed by a New Year’s party with a sample of some typical Indian dishes. Indian origin chef, Suresh Miller, 
who prepared the feast, represented one of fourteen schools that participated in the International Student 
Tapas Competition which was held in Valladolid as part of the II International meeting of Culinary Schools, 
which in turn was organised as part of the National Tapas Competition.

1.5. aGReeMenTs
In order to better achieve its aims, the Casa de la India Foundation can establish links and relationships 
with other bodies deemed to be suitable and formalise agreements with organisations and institutions 
be they public, private, national or foreign. During 2010, Casa de la India signed memorandums of 
agreement with the following bodies:

specific Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), signed on the 12th of February, with the spanish audio-
Visual Producers’ rights Management association (eGeda) for the V Spanish Film Festival to be held 
in India in March 2010 in New Delhi and Chennai.

educational cooperation agreement, signed in the 8th of April, for a work experience programme for 
students of the Master in Cultural Industries Management at University of Valladolid

Memorandum of collaboration (Moc) with the Valladolid county council, signed on the 26th of April, 
for the celebration of a tribute to Vicente Ferrer.

Framework MoU with the Valladolid international Film Festival (seMinci), signed on the 9th of 
November, to promote activities and relations of mutual interest for Indian and Spanish cinema, such as 
artistic demonstrations and cultural industries, and also in events programming, management, research, 
training and documentation.

1.6. GRanTs and suBsidies
Throughout 2010 Casa de la India has taken advantage of several grant and subsidy programmes of 
differing types. In order for the Casa de la India to fully meet the demands and objectives laid out in its 
statutes, it relies on the various grant and aid programmes offered by differing public administrations. 
In 2010, Casa de la India participated in the following schemes:

1.6.1. GRanTs

GRANTS	FROM	THE	GENERAL	FOUNDATION	OF	THE	UNIVERSITY	AND	VALLADOLID	CITY	COUNCIL
An agreement between the University of Valladolid, through its General Foundation, and Valladolid City 
Council means that a series of grants are available for students of degrees with possible difficulties in 
getting job placements. In 2010 Casa de la India participated in this programme by receiving one trainee 
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who helped in the cataloguing and classifying of all library material as well updating and communicating 
events and programme information to the public.

COLLABORATION	GRANTS	FOR	STUDENTS,	STUDENT	ORIENTATION	AND	INFORMATION	
CENTRE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
Under the Student Collaboration Grant scheme, Casa de la India received one trainee between February 
and July of 2010. The scheme aims to introduce students to the work place by offering them work 
experience in companies and organisations.

WORK	EXPERIENCE	PROGRAMME,	MASTER	IN	CULTURAL	INDUSTRIES	MANAGEMENT,		
UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
This programme for work experience, regulated by an agreement between Casa de la India and the 
University of Valladolid, was set up so that the student could see and learn first hand about Casa de la 
India – it’s structure, how it is run, work practices and techniques etc. as a practical complement to the 
theoretical course studies. Casa de la India had one student under this programme from May to July  
of 2010.

VOCATIONAL	TRAINING	PROGRAMME,	REGIONAL	GOVERNMENT	OF	CASTILLA	AND	LEóN		
AND	CICERóN	OF	CASTILLA	AND	LEóN
Until May 2010, Casa de la India had one student for vocational training through this programme 
aimed at students of Vocational Training courses. Later in the year, from September 2010, Casa de la 
India received two new interns through this programme. All the interns received through this scheme 
collaborated in Casa de la India’s educational project, Escuela de la India (India School).

1.6.2. suBsidies

OPEN	AND	PERMANENT	AID	SCHEMES	FOR	COOPERATION	AND	DEVELOPMENT,	AECID
The aim of these subsidies is to finance individual initiative projects or activities geared towards 
cooperation for development. Areas of action include economy and society, culture, technical fields, 
science, professional, and welfare promotion, as well as increasing awareness of international 
cooperation for development, which can be carried out in Spain or abroad. In 2010, Casa de la India 
received five grants from the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID) 
towards the following projects:

spain-india cooperation seminar and Homage to Vicente Ferrer

V spain-india tribune

escuela de la india (casa de la india’s educational project)

seminar on architecture and sustainable Urban development, in ahmedabad and Valladolid

spain-india international cooperation Meeting: the theatre and new technologies

SUBSIDIES	FROM	THE	SPANISH	MINISTRY	OF	CULTURE
The Ministry of Culture, through the Office of Cultural Action and Promotion, supported the organisation 
of the V Spanish Film Festival in India, held in New Delhi and Chennai in March, and the II Spain-India 
Meeting of Filmmakers, held at the Spanish Academy of Cinematographic Arts and Sciences in Madrid 
in October.
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1.7. PuBlicaTiOns

HINDI	FÁCIL	–	SARAL	HINDI	(HINDI	MADE	EASY)	
A University of Valladolid publication in collaboration with the Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de 
la India which explains Hindi grammar in Spanish. The book centres on the study of morphology and 
syntax, and includes a practical Hindi-Spanish and Spanish-Hindi vocabulary section. The authors of 
this pioneering publication are Dr. C.P.V. Vijayakumaran, visiting professor of Hindi at the University  
of Valladolid (ICCR Chair of Hindi of the Government of India) and Jesús Arribas Lázaro.

I	ACADEMIC	MEETING	ON	INDIAN	STUDIES	IN	SPAIN
Edited and coordinated by Casa de la India, the Embassy of India in Spain and the University of Valladolid, 
this publication is based on the I Academic Meeting on Indian Studies in Spain which was held at the 
University of Valladolid on the 12th of March. The Meeting was organised by the three aforementioned 
bodies with the participation of the foremost Spanish experts and university professors specialising in 
India. The publication includes the minutes of the I Academic Meeting on Indian Studies in Spain, a series 
of articles contributed by specialists and academics giving a brief history of Indian studies in Spain and 
the profiles of the academics and experts invited to take part in the meeting.
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2.1. culTuRal FesTiVals

2.1.1. india FesTiVal 2010 
5TH TO 30TH JUNE

Organised by Casa de la India, the Embassy of India in Spain, the ICCR, the Castilla and Léon Regional 
Government through the Siglo Foundation and Valladolid City Council, the Festival India 2010 took place 
in Valladolid from the 5th to the 30th of June. This biannual festival encompassed the V Indian Music and 
Performing Arts Festival, the Indian Food Festival at the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre (CCMD) and the 
I Spain-India Fashion Meeting. 

THE	V	INDIAN	MUSIC	AND	PERFORMING	ARTS	FESTIVAL
11TH TO 20TH JUNE

The Vth edition of the festival’s events included six music and dance performances by some of the most 
prestigious artists from North and South India, in different styles and traditions: Bharata Natyam and 
Odissi classical dance, Hindustani classical music, Carnatic vocal and percussion, etc. The festival took 
place at Casa de la India and the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre in Valladolid. Thanks to the collaboration 
of the Siglo Foundation for the Arts of the Castilla and Léon Regional Government, the Miguel Delibes 
Cultural Centre had also hosted events in previous editions of the festival. The same ICCR sponsored 
artists that performed in Valladolid also performed in Madrid as part of the Embassy of India in Spain’s 
"India in Concert" Festival which was held from the 16th to the 21st of June at the National Music 
Auditorium in Madrid.

INDIAN	FOOD	FESTIVAL
17TH TO 20TH JUNE

As part of the India Festival 2010, the Zarabanda Restaurante and cafeteria of the Miguel Delibes Cultural 
Centre held an Indian Food Festival from the 17th to the 20th of June.

I	SPAIN-INDIA	FASHION	MEETING.	"VALLADOLID	IN	FASHION"		
28TH TO 30TH JUNE

This first Spain-India Fashion Meeting was a pioneering initiative organised by Casa de la India and 
Valladolid City Council, in collaboration with the Association of Creators of Spanish Fashion, the Embassy 
of India in Spain and the Spain-India Council Foundation and produced by Glam Management in Madrid 
and Valladolid. The meeting included working groups of Spanish and Indian industry professionals, 
conferences, screenings and a hugely successful international catwalk staged at the Patio de la 
Hospedería in the old Monastry of San Benito in Valladolid on the 30th of June.

2.1.2. euROPean Music daY 
17TH TO 20TH JUNE

With the collaboration of the Embassy of India in Spain, the ICCR and Valladolid City Council, Casa de la 
India organised a varied programme to celebrate European Music Day including the following activities:

lectUre on tHe tradition oF coUrtesan sinGers, given by musicologist S. Kalidas. 
21st of June. With the collaboration of the ICCR.

screeninG oF tHe docUMentary "rasa yatra", about the legendary singer Pandit Mallikarjun 
Mansur. 21st of June.

oPen JaM session, conducted by Nantha Kumar. 21st of June.

2. culTuRe
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2.2. eXHiBiTiOns
Exhibitions fom an essential part of Casa de la India’s annual cultural programming, not only as a display 
of artisitic expression, but also as a didactic tool to increase awareness of Indian culture and society in 
Spain through diverse artistic projects with multidisciplinary contents. The versatility of Casa de la India’s 
installations allows for exhibitions of differing format and media types to be hosted. Casa de la India regularly 
collaborates with other cultural institutions in the coproduction of exhibitions which can then travel to 
other cities in Spain, Europe and India. In 2010, the exhibitions hosted by Casa de la India in homage to the 
social worker Vicente Ferrer and of Indian musical instruments received almost a thousand visitors. Casa 
de la India also organised an photographic exhibition by Subhrajit Basu, National Geographic Award winner 
in 2008, in collaboration with Casa Asia that was held at the National Museum of Anthropology in Madrid.

2.2.1. eXHiBiTiOns aT casa de la india 

"FACES	AND	VOICES	OF	ACTION",	HOMAGE	TO	VICENTE	FERRER		
5TH TO 19TH MAY 

Through this exhibition, visitors were given an introduction to rural India and the comprehensive 
development programme implemented by the Vicente Ferrer Foundation in Anantapur and Kumool in 
South India. The images showed the work that the Foundation has carried out for over forty years  
with the Dalits, tribal groups and other underprivileged communities. The exhibition comprised two 
sections through which the visitor could learn about the Vicente Ferrer Foundation development 
programme in India by means of an audiovisual montaje with accompanying image and text panels, 
including photographs by Albert Uriach, and through recorded testimonies from Anantapur in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

The exhibition also included a stand with handicrafts made by over 135 women from Anantapur. 
These women are part of a project that provides shelter for women where they receive medical 
attention, basic education and help in finding or creating employment by training them in a traditional  
handicraft.

The exhibition, programmed in homage to Vicente Ferrer who passed away in June 2009, was inaugurated 
by Jordi Folgado, Director of the Vicente Ferrer Foundation. The exhibition was organised by Casa de la 
India, Valladolid City Council and the University of Valladolid with the collaboration of Valladolid County 
Council and the Social Projects Department of the Caja de Burgos.

"MUSIC	TRADITIONS	OF	INDIA":	EXHIBITION	OF	INDIAN	MUSICAL	INSTRUMENTS		
7TH TO 28TH OCTOBER

Indian music is known to be one of the oldest surviving musical traditions in the world and its instruments 
reflect India’s great diversity of cultures and traditions. Most of these instruments have evolved over 
centuries and carry with them their own interesting histories.
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In this exhibition, organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the ICCR, around 25 instruments 
representative of the Indian range of sounds were on display, including string, wind and percussion 
instruments from different parts of the country. A series of activities were organised around the 
exhibition including a conference, two didactic concerts and a doumentary screening.

2.2.2. eXHiBiTiOns in OTHeR ciTies 

"KERALA-BENGALA:	CROSS	CULTURES"		
13TH OCTOBER TO 30TH JANUARY, NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY, MADRID 

Organised by Casa de la India, Casa Asia and the National Museum of Anthropology, this exhibition 
brought together a collection of black and white and colour photographs by the Bengali photographer 
Subhrajit Basu. Better known as Bodo, Basu won the National Geographic 2008 International Photo 
Contest Award. The exhibition, co-produced by Casa Asia and Casa de la India was curated by Menene 
Gras, Director of Culture and Exhibitions at Casa Asia and opened on the 13th of October at the National 
Museum of Anthropology as part of the cultural programme arranged for the Vth Spain-India Tribune.

The final selection of around 25 large-format black and white and colour photographs from over a 
thousand black and white and colour images taken in Bengal and Kerala emphasizes the outstanding and 
original qualities of the photographs. The exhibition also included two series of photographic screenings 
"India" and "Kumbh Mela", which allowed for a substantially greater number of Basu’s photographs to 
be seen.
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"VALLADOLID,	HERITAGE	AND	LIGHT"			
23RD TO 30TH NOVEMBER, AHMEDABAD, INDIA 

Casa de la India collaborated with Valladolid City Council in the organisation of an exhibition about 
Valladolid’s historical and cultural heritage which was inaugurated in Ahmedabad City Council’s main 
building, Sardar Patel Bhavan, on the 23rd of November. The exhibition, titled "Valladolid, Heritage and 
Light" was organised as part of Ahmedabad Heritage Week and demonstrated Valladolid’s cultural an 
touristic resources. The exhibition was designed expressly to show how cultural and historic heritage 
influences Valladolid’s tourism  strategy and that by means of thematic urban routes, historical, cultural, 
literary or gastronomical heritage can be made better known. The exhibition also showed in detail the 
new nocturnal route "Rivers of Light", which takes advantage of new techniques using low-consumption 
LED lighting to highlight the city’s monuments. The route visits around thirty of the city’s emblematic 
landmarks after dark.

2.3. PeRFORMinG aRTs and Music
Once again, Casa de la India has tried to offer the public the opportunity to enjoy the great variety 
and richness of the music and performing arts of India. Thanks to the collaboration of the Embassy of 
India in Spain and the ICCR, some of the most important artists from the music and performing arts 
scene in India have been able to perform in Valladolid and other Spanish cities. The regular programme 
includes dance, music and song peformances but this year, the inclusion of Europe-based artists 
and the didactic concerts should be highlighted. Similarly, the fifth edition of the Indian Music and 
Performing Arts Festival in June, organised by Casa de la India and the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre, 
through performances and workshops with invited artists gave the public access to the beauty, depth 
and diversity of the Indian arts. 

2.3.1. V indian Music and PeRFORMinG aRTs FesTiVal  
11TH TO 20TH JUNE

The Vth Indian Music and Performing Arts Festival included the following music and dance performances:

"JUGalBandi" Fusion of classical North and South Indian music, by G.S. Rajan (Carnatic flute), 
Vidya Srinivasan (Carnatic vocals), Ramamoorthy Sriganesh (mridangam), Sharat Chandra Srivastava 
(Hindustani violin) and Gyan Singh (tabla), at Casa de la India, 11th of June.

BHarata natyaM classical dance, by Rama Vaidyanathan, accompanied by the musicians G.S. 
Rajan (Carnatic flute), Vidya Srinivasan (Carnatic vocal), Ramamoorthy Sriganesh (mridangam), at Casa 
de la India, 12th of June.
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carnatic Vocal FroM soUtH india, by P. Unnikrishnan and Ensemble, at the Miguel Delibes 
Cultural Centre, 17th of June. With the collaboration of the ICCR.

"tala taranGini" – indian PercUssion, by T.A.S. Mani and the Karnataka College of Percussion, at 
the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre, 18th of June. With the collaboration of the ICCR.

HindUstani classical Vocal FroM nortH india, recital of thumris, bhajans and khayals from 
North India by Dhananjay Kaul and accompanying musicians, at Casa de la India, 19th of June. With the 
collaboration of the ICCR.

odissi and BHarata natyaM classical dance, by the Sonal Mansingh Dance Company, at the 
Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre, 20th of June. With the collaboration of the ICCR.

2.3.2. PeRFORMinG aRTs and Music – ReGulaR PROGRaMMe 
Casa de la India presented the following Indian performing arts and music shows, as part of its regular 
programme:

"indian sonG" Vocal concert, by Ravi Prasad, accompanied by percussionist Nantha Kumar, 
3rd of March. 

KatHaK classical dance PerForMance by Isabelle Anna, Deepak Maharaj and Jaikishan Maharaj, 
30th of March. With the collaboration of the ICCR.

didactic PerForMance: indian MUsic and instrUMents, by Nantha Kumar (percussion and 
tabla) and Ido Segal (hamsa veena), 21st of October.

KatHaK classical dance PerForMance, by Vaishali Trivedi, as part of Diwali celebrations, 
6th of November.
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2.3.3. OTHeR PeRFORMinG aRTs and Music sHOWs
"BHUMi deVi, MotHer eartH", performance of the contemporary music and dance creation by 
musician Ravi Prasad, percussionist Nantha Kumar and the Mónica de la Fuente Dance Company, in 
tribute to Vicente Ferrer, at the Zorrilla Theatre in Valladolid, 5th of June. With the collaboration of 
Valladolid County council and the Social Projects Department of the Caja de Burgos

Presentation oF antonio carMona’s MUsical Video-cliP "BUM BUM". The flamenco pop 
musician premiered the video-clip for one of the songs from his new solo albumn at Casa de la India. 
The video was filmed in collaboration with Casa de la India during the Spanish Film Festival in Chennai, 
South India, and was made with the participation of actors José Coronado, Kira Miró, Eulalia Ramón, film 
director Albert Solé and Colomo Producciones, 11th of June.

tHeatre and neW tecHnoloGies MeetinG, held in December in Thrissur, South India, as part of 
the International Theatre Festival of Kerala, with the support of the Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Akademi 
(Kerala Academy for Performing Arts and Music) and the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation 
for Development (AECID), and the collaboration of Calicut University School of Drama, Thrissur and the 
Castilla and Léon Drama School. This meeting, comprising a series of "theatre and new technologies" 
workshops for drama students given by Sanish experts and directed by Claudio Casero, professor at 
the Castilla and Léon Drama School, culminated in the stage production of the play "Lila, a story about 
Rama" in the Festival. The staging of the play was complemented by the lecture and demonstration 
"Systematurgy" given by the master Marcel li Antúnez, founder of the Fura dels Baus Theatre Company, 
on the 31st of December.

2.4. cineMa
In 2010, Casa de la India, conscious of the importance of the role of cinema in today’s society as a means 
of experiencing the cultural reality and traditions of another country, organised various film cycles, 
retrospectives and individual screenings of feature length and short films as well as documentaries from 
India. Casa de la India also organised the Vth edition of the Spanish Film Festival in India in the cities of 
New Delhi and Chennai, with the aim of showcasing the best of current Spanish cinema in India. The 
achievements of the Festival were recocognised by the Spanish Academy of Cinematographic Arts and 
Sciences when it awarded Casa de la India with the González-Sinde Prize 2010. Other events organised 
included the II Spain-India Meeting of Filmmakers held at the Spanish Academy of Cinematographic Arts 
and Sciences in Madrid with the aim of promoting relations between filmmakers of both countries with 
respect to creation, production, promotion and distribution.
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2.4.1. FilM cYcles 

"INDIAN	HISTORY	AND	SOCIETY	IN	BOLLYWOOD	CINEMA"
Four Bollywood films that dealt with social and historical aspects of India were shown at Casa de la India 
in February, with the collaboration of the Embassy of India in Spain

iQBal by Nagesh Kukunoor (2007), 4th of February.

taal by Subhash Ghai (1999), 11th of February.

Gadar: eK PreM KatHa by Anil Sharma (2001), 18th of February.

Border by J.P. Dutta (1997), 25th of February.

INDIAN	SHORTS	IN	THE	14TH	LA	FILA	SHORT	FILMS	FESTIVAL
Casa de la India presented two Indian short films for screening in the Caja España Auditorium in the 14th 
edition of the La Fila Short Films Festival (FESTIFIL)

JUst KaBir by Meenu, 3rd of May.

VaisHnaV Jan toH by Kaushal Oza, 3rd of May.

ADOOR	GOPALAKRISHNAN	RETROSPECTIVE
Organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with Casa Asia, Valladolid International Film Festival 
(SEMINCI) and the Embassy of India in Spain, this retrospective dedicated to Adoor Gopalakrishnan, the  
most important auteur cinema filmmaker in south India, comprised five feature length films and three 
documentaries. The following screenings took place from the 18th of November to the 9th of December at 
Casa de la India and the Caja España Auditorium in Valladolid and from the 20th of October to the 30th of 
January at the National Museum of Anthropology in Madrid:

eliPPatHayaM (Rat-Trap) (1981), 18th of November.

niZHalKKUtHU (Shadow Kill) (2002), 19th of November.

KUtiyattaM (2003), 25th of November.

naalU PennUnGal (Four Women) (2007), 29th of November.

VidHeyan (The Servile) (1993), 30th of November.

MatHilUKal (The Walls) (1990), 1st of December.

KalaMandalaM raManKUtty nair (2005), 2nd of December.

MoHiniyattaM (The Dance of the Enchantress) (2007), 9thh of December.

RITUPARNO	GHOSH	RETROSPECTIVE	IN	MADRID
Casa de la India and Casa Asia, in collaboration with the National Museum of Anthropology in Madrid, 
organised a retropective of five of the Bengali director Rituparno Ghaosh’s best films of recent years, 
examining the role of women in his films. This cycle was also shown at the National Museum of Anthropology 
and was planned to run in parallel with the Adoor Gopalakrishnan Retrospective screened in Madrid.

aBoHoMaan (The Eternal) (2009), 28th of October.

sHoB cHaritro KalPoniK (Afterword) (2009), 11th of November. 

raincoat (2004), 25th of November.

cHoKer Bali: a Passion Play (2003), 9th of December. 

antarMaHal: VieWs oF tHe inner cHaMBer (2005), 20th of January.
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2.4.2. OTHeR scReeninGs

BOLLYWOOD	CINEMA
taare ZaMeen Par (Stars on Earth) 
As part of the programme for "Bollywood and Indian auteur cinema", organised by Casa de la India  
and the University of Valladolid Department of Cinema, in collaboration with SEMINCI, Aamir Khan’s 
feature film Taare Zameen Par (Stars on Earth) was screened at the Mergelina Hall in the University of 
Valladolid, 28th of January.

Koi... Mil Gaya (I found... someone) 
Rakesh Roshan’s 2003 feature length Bollywood science-fiction film was shown at Casa de la India,  
29th of April.

sHolay (Fire) 
Casa de la India screened Ramesh Sippy’s 1975 film Sholay, probably one of the most famous Bollywood 
films to date, 27th of May.

DOCUMENTARIES
rasa yatra
As part of a series of activities organised to celebrate European Music Day, Casa de la India screened 
this documentary about the legendary singer Pandit Mallikarjun Mansur, 21st of June.

clotH oF Gold
Vidyun Singh’s documentary Cloth of Gold about the designer Ritu Kumar was shown during the I Spain-
India Fashion Meeting "Valladolid in Fashion", 29th of June.

BetWeen tWo Worlds 
This documentary about the life and music of Ravi Shankar, considered to be the greatest sitar player in 
the world, was shown as one of the activities accompanying the Indian Musical Instruments exhibition, 
28th of October.

COLLABORATION	WITH	VALLADOLID	INTERNATIONAL	FILM	FESTIVAL	(SEMINCI)	2010
As part of the 55th Valladolid International Film Festival, Casa de la India organised and hosted a 
roundtable session on "Auteur cinema in India" on the 29th of October, with the participation of 
director Adoor Gopalakrishnan (President of the Jury for SEMINCI 2010), the actress, producer and 
director Geethu Mohandas, and the Artistic Director of the Kerala International Film Festival Bina Paul, 
as well as SEMINCI Director Javier Angulo and the Director of Casa de la India Guillermo Rodríguez.  
The floor was opened to the public for a discussion session after the roundtable. Screenings of Geethu 
Mohandas’ short film KelKKUnnUndo? (Are you listening?), which had been shown in competition 
in the "Meeting Point" section of SEMINCI 2010, and the feature length eliPPatHayaM (Rat-Trap) by 
Adoor Gopalakrishnan followed.

2.4.3. V sPanisH FilM FesTiVal in india
16TH TO 23RD MARCH, NEW DELHI AND CHENNAI

New Delhi and Chennai were the two cities chosen to host the fifth edition of the Spanish Film Festival in 
India, whose aim is to showcase the best of current Spanish cinema in India and is directed at everyone 
from film critics, producers, distributors to the general public.  
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A delegation of Spanish film professionals attended the festival including actors José Coronado, Kira 
Miró and Eulalia Ramón, the director Albert Solé, Valladolid International Film Festival Director, Javier 
Angulo, producer Beatriz de la Gándara and the Director of the Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez.  
This year’s festival also boasted the special participation of the musicians Antonio Carmona and Adrian 
Schinoff.

In New Delhi, the films were shown from the 16th to the 20th of March at the PVR Cinemas. Antonio 
Carmona and Adrian Schinoff performed with Indian musicians Sharat Chandra Srivastava, Gyan Singh 
and Indraneel Hariharan at the reception offered by the Spanish Ambassador to India, Ion de la Riva 
on the 18th of March. The Cervantes Institute organised a roundtable session chaired by its Director, 
Oscar Pujol, for the Spanish Festival delegation and Delhi-based film and television professionals on 
the 19th of March. On the same day, the Cervantes Institute also hosted a concert by Antonio Carmona, 
accompanied by Indian musicians, which was very well received by the local public.

In Chennai, the Festival was held from the 20th to the 23rd of March at the South India Chamber Theatre 
in collaboration with the Indo Cine Appreciation Foundation (ICAF). After the inaugural gala, in a 
welcome party organised by the Prakriti Foundation, there was a concert by Antonio Carmona who 
was accompanied by South Indian musicians D. A. Srinivas and Punya Srinivas and Sharat Chandra 
Srivastava. On the 21st of March, the delegation travelled to the utopian city of Auroville in Puducherry, 
where several screenings were held in the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium, organised by the Spanish Pavilion 
in Auroville.

During the delegation´s stay in Chennai, an unplanned opportunity arose to film the video-clip for 
Antonio Carmona’s new single "Bum Bum".  Thanks to the collaboration of Casa de la India and the 
members of the Spanish film delegation, the video-clip was improvised in two days and shot in one 
afternoon. Kira Miró, José Coronado and Eulalia Ramón appear in the video-clip which also includes 
images of Carmona visiting little-known areas, main roads, different environments, and playing with 
local children in Chennai, and a hotel terrace where the artist sings and dances in Bollywood style with a 
dance troupe. Antonio Carmona presented the video-clip at Casa de la India on the 11th of June.

The Spanish Film Festival was organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the the Embassy of 
Spain in India, the Spanish Ministry of Culture through the Department of Cultural Policies and Industries, 
and the Institute of Cinematography and Audiovisual Arts (ICAA), the Cervantes Institute in New Delhi, 
ICAF and the Prakriti Foundation in Chennai, and was supported by the Spanish Audio-Visual Producers’ 
Rights Management Association (EGEDA), Filmotech and the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs through 
the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID), and produced with local 
partners Teamwork Films.

The ten films shown in this year’s festival were:

el Patio de Mi carcel (My Prison Yard), by Belén Macías

el trUco del Manco (One-handed Trick), by Santiago A. Zannou

los Girasoles cieGos (Blind Sunflowers), by José Luis Cuerda

FUera de carta (Chef’s Special), by Nacho García Velilla

riVales (Rivals), by Fernando Colomo

Petit indi (Little Indi), by Marc Recha

todos estaMos inVitados (We Are All Invited), by Manuel Gutiérrez Aragón

coBardes (Cowards), by Juan Cruz and José Corbacho

Una PalaBra tUya (One Word From You), by Ángeles González Sinde

BUcarest (Bucharest), by Albert Solé (documentary) 

Once again, the Festival received great public and critical acclaim in both New Delhi and Chennai.



24

GONZÁLEZ-	SINDE	PRIZE	AWARDED	TO	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	FOR	ORGANISATION	OF		
SPANISH	FILM	FESTIVAL	IN	INDIA		
6TH JULY, MADRID

The Spanish Academy of Cinematographic Arts and Sciences awarded the XII González-Sinde Prize to 
Casa de la India in recognition of the organisation of the Spanish Film Festival in India and its role in 
promoting current Spanish cinema in India. The Director of the Casa de la India received the award from 
the Spanish Minister for Culture, Ángeles González-Sinde, daughter of José María González-Sinde (the 
first president of the Academy and after whom the Award is named), and Ángeles Reyes, González-
Sinde’s widow.

2.4.4.  ii sPain-india MeeTinG OF FilMMakeRs  
22ND OCTOBER, MADRID

After the success of the I Spain-India Meeting of Filmmakers held at Casa de la India on the 30th of 
October 2009 as part of the Valladolid International Film Festival SEMINCI, Casa de la India, with the 
Spanish Academy of Cinematographic Arts and Sciences, organised the II Meeting in Madrid on the 22nd 
of October. The aim of this second meeting was to follow up on the previous year’s meeting and review 
the state of relations between filmmakers of both countries with respect to co-production, promotion, 
creation and distribution.

The meeting was organised with the collaboration of the Spanish Ministry of Culture through the 
Department of Cultural Policies and Industries, the Institute of Cinematography and Audiovisual Arts 
(ICAA), the Federation of Spanish Audiovisual Producer’s Associations (FAPAE), the Spanish Audio-
Visual Producers’ Rights Management Association (EGEDA), the Embassy of India in Spain and SEMINCI.

The meeting was dividided in two sections:

roUndtaBle session
"The Indian film industry: creation, production and distribution" was the topic of the roundtable session 
that was open to the general public. The following particpants were at the table: María Fernanda Santiago, 
Director of the Education and Culture Department of the Presidency, Guillermo Rodríguez, Director 
of Casa de la India, and, in representation of the Indian film industry, director Adoor Gopalakrishnan, 
director and producer Sangeeta Datta and scriptwriter, director and producer Geethu Mohan Das.

WorKinG GroUP
Sixteen industry professionals and institutions, in addition to the Indian members who made their 
presentations at the roundtable session, participated in the working group. Amongst them were: the 
Deputy Director of the ICAA, José Antonio de Ory; the Cultural Attaché for the Embssy of India in 
Spain, Ashish Sinha; the Director  General of FAPAE, Fabia Buenaventura; the Director of the Media Desk 
Spain Foundation, Jesús Hernández; the Head of the Audiovisual Department at the Spanish Institute 
of Foreign Trade (ICEX), Isabel Espuelas; Director of Culture and Exhibitions at Casa Asia, Menene Gras; 
and representatives of EGEDA, the Spanish Federation of Film Distributors (Fedicine) and AECID, as well 
as various producers and entrepeneurs.

More specifically, the meeting provided the platform for some interesting issues to be dealt with, such 
as the analysis of future prospects and the potential for greater cooperation between the film industries 
of the two countries, the presentation of existing collaboration forums, fairs, markets and festivals. New 
initiatives between the two countries’ industries, such as exchanges between film schools, publications, 
promotions, the Spain-India co-productions agreement, shooting Bollywood films in Spain and various 
specific Spain-India co-production projects were also evaluated.
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2.5. FasHiOn
I	SPAIN-INDIA	FASHION	MEETING			
28TH AND 29TH JUNE, MADRID AND VALLADOLID

Spanish and Indian fashion industry professionals and institutions met at the I Spain-India Fashion 
Meeting organised by Casa de la India and Valladolid City Council, in collaboration with the Association 
of Creators of Spanish Fashion, the Embassy of India in Spain and the Spain-India Council Foundation 
on the 28th and 29th of June in Madrid and Valladolid. The aim of this pioneering initiative was to foster 
collaboration between Spain and India on the fashion scene. The following activities were organised in 
Madrid and Valladolid during the two-day meeting:

WorKinG GroUP For FasHion ProFessionals and institUtions, 28th June, Museo del Traje 
(National Costume Museum), Madrid

Fashion professionals, designers, industry representatives and institutions from Spain and India analysed 
the real presence of their respective fashions in India and Spain and looked at possible promotion and 
marketing campaigns and strategies specific to the "Spain" brand in India and vice versa.

conFerences and roUndtaBle sessions, 29th June, Casa de la India

Conference and roundtable session "the prevalence of spanish and indian fashions in the world market"

Conference and roundtable session "Fashion in society; what we are, what we wear".

Screening of the documentry cloth of Gold, by Vidyun Singh, presented by the designer Ritu Kumar, the 
documetary is about her career.

The conferences and roundtable sessions were open not only to fashion students and professionals but 
also to the general public. The speakers included Rafael Díaz, Director of the School of Design (ESNE) 
of Camilo José Cela University, Saha Prasansha, representative of OGAAN, Tulika Mahanty and Bani 
Jha, from the National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) and designers Alfonso Lemoniez, María 
Lafuente, Ritu Kumar and Jivi Sethi, amongst others.

international catWalK "Valladolid in FasHion", 30th June, Patio de la Hospedería, San Benito 
Monastery, Valladolid

The historic Monastery of San Benito in Valladolid was the setting for the International Catwalk on the 30th 
of June with collections presented by students of the School of Design (ESNE), based on environmental 
awareness, Rosalita Mc Gee´s commercial collection, Arras and Villais’ wedding collections, and 
well-known Valladolid designer Esther Noriega and hatmakers Pablo y Mayaya representing the local 
fashion professionals and retailers. The second part of the catwalk was dedicated to the collections of 
some of Spain and India’s most famous designers including Alberto Tous, Lemoniez, María Lafuente 
and from India, Kavita Barthia. The catwalk culminated with tributes to Spanish designer Elio Berhanyer 
celebrating 50 years in the business and  the presitigious Indian designer Ritu Kumar for her influence 
on Indian fashion trends across the world. The Mayor of Valladolid, Francisco Javier León de la Riva, 
ended the gala by presenting both designers with statuettes of Count Ansurez, as a symbol of the city 
of Valladolid, to overwhelming applause from the audience which included the Ambassador of India to 
Spain, Sujata Mehta, and other special guests from the fashion world.
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2.6. BOOk PResenTaTiOns
Continuing with the task of dissemination begun in previous years, Casa de la India organised book 
presentations to allow the public to meet first-hand some of the authors who write about India and 
Indian culture, giving them the opportunity to get impressions from the authors themselves about their 
books.

PataÑJali - sPinoZa (Ed. Pre-textos, 2009, Indika Collection) by Óscar Pujol and Atilano Domínguez, 
with the author Oscar Pujol and Indika Collection Director, Juan Arnau, 11th of March.

lessons in ForGettinG (Ed. Duomo, 2010) by Anita Nair. Anita Nair, the Kerala-born author resident 
in Bangalore, came to Valladolid to present her latest novel which tells a tale of redemption, forgiveness 
and second opportunites. Originally written in English, the publisher Duomo Ediciones has brought out 
a translated version in Spanish, 1st of December.
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One of the objectives of Casa de la India is to encourage understanding of the multiculturality, diversity 
and complexity of India as relevant to traditional, historical and contemporary aspects of the country. 
In order to do this Casa de la India regularly organises courses, in collaboration with other institutions, 
that cover a wide range of topics from language, performing arts and music, plastic arts, social issues, 
spirituality, religion to economics and international relations. As well as these activities aimed at the 
general public, Casa de la India also offers didactic programmes designed for students in primary, 
secondary, upper secondary, and university education. 

By means of various educational iniciatives, Casa de la India therefore, hopes to instigate programmes 
for institutional cooperation and collaborations between universities, research centres, cultural centres, 
professionals, experts and academics, and the public administrations of Spain and India.

3.1. cOuRses 

3.1.1. Hindi cOuRses 
Under the agreement between the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the University of 
Valladolid, Casa de la India has collaborated with the General Foundation and the University of Valladolid 
Language Centre to organise regular Hindi courses at various levels. The University of Valladolid hosts 
the only Hindi Chair in Spain and the posting is co-financed by the Government of India through the 
ICCR. The courses are recognised by the University and are given by a native professor on secondment 
to Spain through the ICCR. Professor Vijayakumaran C.P.V. from Kannur University, Kerala, occupied 
the post of visiting Professor of Hindi until June 2010. Professor Shrish Chandra Jaswal from the 
Central Institute of Hindi, New Delhi, took over as the Hindi Chair at the Unviversity of Valladolid at the 
beginning of the new academic year in the autumn. The University of Valladolid Language Centre offers 
these courses to university students and members of the general public interested in learning one of the 
most important languages in the world and in knowing more about Indian culture. An average of sixteen 
students per group attended classes at the following different levels:

•  Beginner’s level (courses of 60 hours each) 
28th of September 2009 – 9th of June 2010, by Professor Vijayakumaran C.P.V.
2nd of September 2010 – 31st of January 2011, by Professor Shrish Chandra Jaswal

•  intermediate level (courses of 60 hours each) 
28th of September 2009 – 9th of June 2010, by Professor Vijayakumaran C.P.V. 
3rd of September 2010 – 3rd of May 2011, by Professor Shrish Chandra Jaswal

•  advanced level (courses of 60 hours each)
1st of September 2010 – 4th of May 2011, by Professor Shrish Chandra Jaswal

3.1.2. Hindi sanGH
Hindi Sangh is a club that meets monthly, not only for the Hindi language course students but for all 
students of Hindi and anyone interested in Indian culture, giving them the space and opportunity to 
practice Hindi and learn more about Indian culture. The club’s activities were decided and programmed 
by the club members themselves, under the direction of Professor Vijayakumaran C.P.V., and became a 
means of having more personal contact with the culture, society and languages of India.  Each session 
was centred on a specific theme or activity:

• "Hindu society", 22nd of January
• "Bhakti – the Hindu devotional movement", 17th of February
• "a brief history of indian literature", 26th of March
• "Hindu sages", 30th of April

3. educaTiOn
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3.1.3. kalasanGaM–PeRManenT PeRFORMinG aRTs and Music seMinaR
Since its inception four years ago, this permanent performing arts and music seminar has offered 
professional training in Indian dance, theatre and music. The theoretical-practical nature of the 
Kalasangam courses allows the students the opportunity to become familiar with the essentials of 
obtaining a base in Indian performing arts and music and to be able to embark on further study in any 
of the dance and music disciplines that have been offered (Bharata Natyam, Kathak, Bollywood and 
Bhangra, Bansuri flute, hindustani violin, voice and movement etc.). Indian aesthetic theories, as well 
as other aspects of Indian culture, such as philosophy, religion or history, complement the practical 
classes, helping to better understand, practice and enjoy these arts. In 2010, the seminar included 
regular courses, master classes, intensive workshops, conferences and demonstrations given by the 
various professional artists invited to participate, some of whom also performed at the Casa de la India. 
The Kalasangam Seminar was divided into two main areas:

PerForMinG arts seMinar

The Performing Arts Seminar included regular courses covering various dance and theatre styles, 
theoretical and practical master classes and intensive workshops given by the various guest artists and 
masters.

•  Bharata natyam classical dance course (Beginner’s), 23rd of January – 18th of June. 
By Mónica de la Fuente.

•  Bharata natyam classical dance course (Intermediate), 23rd of January – 18th of June. 
By Mónica de la Fuente.

•  Bharata natyam classical dance course (for children aged 7 to 12), 23rd of January – 18th of June. 
By Mónica de la Fuente.

•  Kathak classical dance course, 24th of January, 7th of February, 7th of Marh, 19th of April, 16th of May, 
13th of June.  By Florencia Pivel.

•  Bollywood and Bhangra dance course, 17th of April. By Sunny Singh.
•  Bharata natyam classical dance intensive Workshop, 7th to 19th of June. By guest professor Rama 

Vaidyanathan.
•  Kalarippayat – Martial arts from Kerala, demonstration and workshop, 18th and 19th of September. 

By Ajith Kumar.

MUsic seMinar

The aim of the workshops in this seminar was to serve as an introduction to the differing Indian musical 
traditions and how they are interpreted by and adaptated to Western cultures. In order to better 
understand and learn about individual instruments and their significance, importance was also given to 
the concept of improvisation in Indian music in this year’s seminar. A practical interdisciplinary course on 
the concept of "rasa" (emotion) in Indian musical and performance traditions was also offered to actors 
and musicians. The following theoretical and practical courses by expert musicians and composers were 
given:

• Bansuri flute workshop, 7th – 10th of June. By G.S. Rajan
• Hindustani violin workshop, 12th and 13th of June. By Sharat Chandra Srivastava
•  "navarasa, the expression of emotion" voice and movement workshop, 25th of June. 

By Ravi Prasad and Mónica de la Fuente

KALASANGAM	IN	INDIA,	SUMMER	INTENSIVE	COURSE			
SEPTEMBER

The intensive summer Kalasangam course in performing arts, music and yoga in India was a pioneering 
training programme, held over three weeks in Thiruvananthapuram, the capital of Kerala. It was aimed at 
Spanish students and professionals keen to deepen their knowledge of the culture and performing arts 
at the hands of some of the best masters in India.

The course programme consisted of lectures, seminars and practial clases for Kathakali theatre, 
Kalarippayat martial arts, Bharata Natyam classical dance, Carnatic song, yoga and ayurveda. Thus the 
course gave the students a unique opportunity to gain theoretical and practical awareness by immersing 
themselves in the centuries-old traditions and performing arts of South India.
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3.2. acadeMic MeeTinGs, seMinaRs and cOnFeRences

3.2.1. seMinaRs and cOnFeRences aT casa de la india

"CHRISTIANITY	MEETS	HINDUISM"			
16TH OF APRIL
Lecture by Carlos Valles, Jesuit priest, writer and mathematics teacher who lived in Gujarat, in the north 
west of India, for almost fifty years. 

"THE	TRADITION	OF	COURTESAN	SINGERS"		
21ST OF JUNE
Lecture by musicologist S. Kalidas. With the collaboration of the ICCR.

"RELIGIOUSNESS	AND	METAPHYSICS	IN	THE	BHAGAVAD	GITA"		
8TH OF SEPTEMBER
Lecture by Olivia Cátedra, researcher at National Scientific and Technical Research Council, Argentina.

"MUSICAL	INSTRUMENTS	OF	SOUTH	INDIA" 
14TH OF OCTOBER
Lecture by María González Legido, as an educational complement to the "Music Traditions of India" 
exhibition of Indian musical instruments.

"JORGE	LUIS	BORGES’	INDIA:	CHILDHOOD	FASCINATION"		
16TH OF DECEMBER
Conference by Sonia Betancort, University Expert in Indian and Iranian Language and Culture, University 
of Salamanca.

SEMINARS	AND	CONFERENCES	ON	YOGA
In 2010, Casa de la India ran a series of lectures and seminars on yoga in order to present different 
schools, their philosophical and practical approaches and how they are followed both in India and Spain. 
The following seminars were imparted in 2010:

"iyenGar yoGa", 5th March – 24th April
This seminar was given by Eduardo González and José Javier Ruiz and included the following sessions: 
• Practical presentation, 5th of March.
• Iyengar Yoga course, 6th of March – 24th of April.

"siVananda yoGa: Mental HealtH and Peace", 21st and 22nd May
The seminar was given by Swami Gopalananda and Gopala, direct disciples of Swami Vishnudevananda 
and teachers from the international Sivananda Vedanta yoga centres, with the following sessions:
• Conference to present the Sivananda Vendata yoga school, 21st of May.
• Practical sessions of Sivananda Vedanta yoga, 22nd of May.

"sanKHya PHilosoPHy - FroM KaPila to PatanJali yoGa", 24th – 26th September
This seminar was given by yoga master Harold Sequeira who trained at The Yoga Institute in Mumbai 
and is a founder of the Association for Classical Yoga. The three-day seminar included the following 
events:
• Conference, 24th of September.
• Theoretical – practical workshop, 25th and 26th of September.
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3.2.2.  acadeMic MeeTinGs, seMinaRs and cOnFeRences ORGanised 
WiTH OTHeR insTiTuTiOns

"BOLLYWOOD	AND	INDIAN	AUTEUR	CINEMA"		
28TH JANUARY, SANTA CRUz PALACE, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

Indranil Chakravarty gave this conference as a complement to the film cycle "Indian History and Society 
in Bollywood Cinema", organised in collaboration with the University of Valladolid Department of Cinema. 
Indranil Chakravarty is Professor of Film History at Whistling Woods International Film & Media Institute 
Bombay, India.

I	ACADEMIC	MEETING	ON	INDIAN	STUDIES	IN	SPAIN		
12TH MARCH, SANTA CRUz PALACE, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

The I Academic Meeting on Indian Studies in Spain, held at the Santa Cruz Palace in the University of 
Valladolid on the 12th of March was co-organised  by the Embassy of India in Spain, the University of Valladolid 
and Casa de la India.

The objective of the meeting was to bring together academics, experts and representatives of universities 
and public and private institutions based in Spain, who are professionally involved in the research, teaching, 
promotion or publication of material related to classical and contemporary India in all the academic fields 
(culture, history, languages, economy and enterprise, politics, international relations, religion, society, music, 
cinema, architecture, art etc.). 

Evaristo Abril, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Sujata Mehta, Ambassador of India to Spain, 
Pilar Garcés, Pro Vice-Chancellor of Institutional Relations of the University of Valladolid, and Guillermo 
Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, inaugurated the meeting. The participants included the most 
outstanding academics and experts specializing in India from twenty five Spanish universities, academic 
institutes, research centres, as well as bodies dependant on the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs such as 
Casa Asia (with premises in Barcelona and Madrid) and the Cervantes Institute in New Delhi.

These experts, academics and institutions were brought together for the first time ever to discuss and join 
forces on the way forward for Indian studies in Spain. The meeting was productive in that it gave many of 
the participants the opportunity to meet and get better acquainted, exchange information, experiences and 
projects and put forward proposals for collaboration. One of the proposals resulting from the group debates 
and analyses was to devise a common strategy for the support, consolidation and increase in number of 
Indian studies courses available of a socio-cultural nature for the general public and also in more academic 
areas. 

With this in mind, an academic commission was set up to design and launch a Master in Indian Studies. A 
working group was also started to coordinate socio-cultural and non-formal educational activities, such as 
a web tool managed by Casa de la India, with the aim of poviding information on India, related publications 
and events as well as facilitating the exchange of ideas and projects on-line.

To publicise the outcomes of this important meeeting amongst other interested individuals and bodies, the 
organisers of this I Academic Meeting produced a bilingual publication about the event which includes the 
minutes of the I Academic Meeting on Indian Studies in Spain, a series of articles contributed by academic 
specialists giving a brief history of Indian studies in Spain up to the present day and the profiles of the 
academics and experts invited to take part in the congress.

SEMINAR	DURING	THE	EAIE	CONGRESS	IN	NANTES	
16TH SEPTEMBER, NANTES, FRANCE 

Each year in September the EAIE (European Association for International Education) organises a 
congress in a different European city. The 22nd annual congress, held in Nantes from the 15th to the 18th 
of September in 2010, had as its main topic "Making Knowledge Work" and relied on the participation 
of 3642 people from 82 different countries. The main aim of the EAIE is the stimulation and facilitation 
of the internationalisation of higher education in Europe and around the world, and to meet the 
professional needs of individuals active in international education.
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During the congress, on the morning of the 16th of September, Casa de la India organised a half-day 
seminar on Europe-India cooperation in higher education with the title "Building sustainable relations 
with India on an educational level". The seminar, chaired by Guillermo Rodríguez, Diector of Casa de la 
India, looked at the practical lessons to be learned from the Erasmus Mundus Programme and other 
existing collaboration and exchange schemes with India, new policies governing foreign access to Indian 
higher education, evaluated Europe-India university relations and came up with a series of practical 
recommendations in order to interact with Indian universities. The following speakers presented their 
views on these subjects which are highly relevant to education in Europe’s present and future:

Vasudha Garde, Director of the International Sudents Centre of the University of Pune, India.
Makarand Paranjape, Professor in the English Departament of the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India.
sidsel Hansson, Director of the Erasmus Mundus programme, Lund University, Sweden.

The seminar was a success receiving the maximum possible of 30 participants, including among them 
representatives of European, North American and Indian universities, who activley took part in the 
discussions and open debate.

INDIAN	CULTURAL	WEEK	AT	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	THE	BALEARIC	ISLES
15TH – 19TH NOVEMBER

The Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, and the Vice Chancellor of the University of 
the Balearic Islands, Montserrat Casas, as well as other personalities, inaugurated this cultural week 
dedicated to India which was organised under the auspices of an agreement signed between the 
University of the Balearic Islands and Casa de la India in 2009. This event allowed visitors to experience 
first-hand the richness and variety of Indian culture: dance, literature, cinema, etc. Casa de la India 
arranged for a Bharata Natyam classical dance performance by Mónica de la Fuente, and the conference 
"Art and Business in Indian Cinema: from Satyajit Ray to Bollywood" by Guillermo Rodríguez.

This Indian Cultural Week was organised by the University of the Balearic Islands with the collaboration 
of Casa de la India and Mallorca City Council.

SEMINAR	ON	ARCHITECTURE	AND	SUSTAINABLE	URBAN	DEVELOPMENT,		
(AHMEDABAD	HERITAGE	WEEK)	
23RD NOVEMBER, AHMEDABAD, INDIA

Organised as part of the Ahmedabad Heritage Week, the aim of the "Architecture and Sustainable Urban 
Development" seminar was to encourage the exchange of opinions and experiences regarding topics 
considered to be of vital importance for both Ahmedabad and Valladolid, such as the restoration of 
their historic city centres and urban and sustainable development transformation models. Held in one of 
Ahmedabad’s historic buildings on the 23rd of November, the seminar was organised by the Ahmedabad 
Municipal Council in collaboration with Casa de la India, the University of Valladolid, Valladolid City Council 
and the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). The day’s events were 
attended by many urban development experts, architects, professors, council representatives, NGOs, 
private companies and Indian civil and academic institutions. Ignacio Zarandona, architect and President of 
the Association of Architects of Valladolid, and Alberto Grijalba and Julio Grijalba, University of Valladolid 
architects, also gave presentations during the day.

On the same day, "Valladolid, Heritage and Light", an exhibition about the heritage sites of Valladolid, was 
inaugurated with Asit Vora, the new Mayor of Ahmedabad; Debashish Nayak, Director of the Ahmedabad 
Heritage Cell; Luis Santos Domínguez, Pro Vice-Chancellor for Internationalisation and University 
Extension of the University of Valladolid and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India.

LECTURE	BY	NOVELIST	ANITA	NAIR	
2ND DECEMBER, SALóN DE GRADOS, FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY AND ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

To coincide with the presentation in Spain of Lecciones de olvido, the Spanish translation of her English 
language Indian novel Lessons in Forgetting, the author Anita Nair, gave a lecture at University of 
Valladolid. The lecture was organised in collaboration with the University of Valladolid Centre for Asian 
Studies.
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3.3. escuela de la india
The Escuela de la India (India School), manage by Casa de la India with the support of the Spanish 
Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID), is a regular educative programme 
about India based on diversity and multicultural learning. It presents different aspects of traditional 
and contemporary India through educational and artistic activities and games (interactive dynamics, 
the reading of texts, plastic and traditional arts, audiovisual activities, music, dance, theatre, etc.). 
The Escuela de la India is, therefore, an educative initiative which promotes intercultural dialogue 
and offers a point of contact between the two cultures, inspired by the comprehensive educational 
theories and practices propounded by Rabindranath Tagore. The educational programme offers cultural 
weeks, intercultural days, seminars, meetings, workshops, didactic concerts and performances, special 
celebrations and intercultural evenings dedicated to India. The Escuela de la India team of professionals 
who organise, design, and carry out the activities, as well as the guest lecturers and artists, comprises 
Indian and Spanish experts with ample experience in multicultural education and cooperation as a 
means to development. The Escuela de la India presents proposals of its activities directly to educational 
centres, offering customised programmes which are flexible and can be easily adapted to the needs of 
the individual centre in terms of context, areas of interest, space or type of participant. These activities 
have taken place in the educational centres themselves where requested, or at Casa de la India.

During 2010 the Escuela de la India has undertaken two cultural weeks, seventeen cultural days, two 
meetings and five guided visits to the Casa de la India with workshops and several didactic concerts. 
Feedback from the centres, and the three thousand five hundred students who participated in the 
activities organised, has been very positive. The educational programme in 2010 operated in the 
following six areas:

3.3.1. culTuRal Weeks
These cultural weeks cover different topics related to traditional and contemporary India. Students are 
taught traditional Indian greetings, to help give them an idea of the multicultural and multi-religious 
aspects of this huge country where different cultures and religions exist side by side. To complete this 
overview of the complexity of India, present modern-day India is also looked at. Some of the artistic 
demonstrations give the students a glimpse of Indian aesthetic traditions as well Indian culture, religion 
and history - thus giving the students the basic tools necessary to be able to understand, practice and 
enjoy Indian arts. In 2010 cultural weeks were organised in the following centres:

• Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School, Valladolid, 25th to 29th of January
• Valladolid County Council: Viana de Cega Adult Education Centre, 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd of November.

3.3.2. culTuRal daYs
The aim of these days was to offer an introduction to Indian culture by portraying different cultural, 
artistic and everyday aspects of life in India from an intercultural perspective. These days are in effect 
a synthesis of the activities carried out in the cultural weeks concentrating on areas of special interest:

• Performing arts in india.
• customs and ways of life in india.
• Great world religions to encourage tolerance.
• introduction to indian music.
• ayurveda natural medicine.
• relaxation exercises and asanas.
• Plastic and traditional arts and literature in india.
• traditional indian games.
• Music and musical instruments.
• cooperation and education.
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In 2010 cultural days were organised in the following centres:

• Ferrari Secondary School, Valladolid, 3rd and 4th of February.
• Las Delicias Parents Association, Valladolid, 10th of February.
• Gloria Fuertes Infants and Primary School, Tudela de Duero, Valladolid, 8th and 12th of February.
• Las Salinas Secondary School, Tudela de Duero de Valladolid, 18th of February.
• Isabel La Católica School, Valladolid, 19th of February.
• Compañía de María la Enseñanza School, Valladolid, 10th of March.
• Pío del Río Ortega School, Valladolid, 17th of March.
• Félix Cuadrado Lomas School Parents Association, Valladolid, 7th of May.
• Alonso Berruguete School, Valladolid, 10th of May.
• Parque Alameda Infants and Primary School, Valladolid, 1st of June.
• José Jiménez Lozano Secondary School, Valladolid, 10th of November.
• Pablo Picasso Parents Association, Valladolid, 1st of December.
• Las Delicias Civic Centre, Valladolid, 15th and 16th of December.

3.3.3. didacTic MeeTinGs 
These meetings bring together schools from different municipalities with the aim of carrying out 
activities together in order to promote solidarity and social relations between the students. The Escuela 
de la India participated in these meetings with activities aimed to help the youngest students discover 
cultural diversity through the different cultural expressions that can be found in India.  In 2010 didactic 
meetings were organised in the following centres:

• Peñafiel Rural School, Valladolid, 15th of March.
• Medina del Campo Rural School, Valladolid, 16th of March.

3.3.4. sPecial celeBRaTiOns

SCHOOL	DAY	OF	NON-VIOLENCE	AND	PEACE			
29TH AND 30TH JANUARY

The Escuela de la India organised the following special activities in celebration of the School Day of 
Non-violence and Peace which coincides with the death anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi:

•  Pottery workshop with the Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School. This workshop titled "The Calm 
Sheep" was designed to raise the youngsters’ awareness regarding the need to recover qualities such 
as patience, calmness, tranquility and above all, serenity through making traditional arts and crafts.

•  intercultural workshop for all the family titled "learning about india, discovering Gandhi". This 
workshop was designed to give participants an introduction to the life of Mahatma Gandhi, with the aim 
of making them more aware of issues such as tolerance, solidarity and respect for human rights. Under 
the tenet of non-violence and peace, this workshop encourages the active understanding between 
people of different backgrounds, race, culture and religion through dynamics, reflections and actions.

CULTURAL	DAYS	WITH	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID		
9TH AND 10TH MAY

The Escuela de la India team collaborated with Primary and Social Education degree students from the 
University of Valladolid Faculty of Education and Social Work in May to organise cultural days as part of 
the "Intercultural Education and Immigration, ethnic minorities and intercultural education" modules, as 
recognised by the European Higher Education Area (Bologna Process).

Professors from the Department of Didactics of Social and Experimental Sciences of the University of 
Valladolid along with approximately 150 university students attended the seminar.

The sessions aimed to increase awareness of a culture with such diverse social, artistic, educational 
and cultural realities as is that of India through theoretical – practical sessions based on different 
educational, didactic and organisational principles of the University of Visva-Bharati of Santiniketan 
("abode of peace") founded by Rabindranath Tagore in 1921.
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HOMAGE	TO	VICENTE	FERRER		
5TH TO 19TH MAY

Casa de la India, in collaboration with Valladolid County Council and the Social Projects Department of 
the Caja de Burgos, with the help of the Vicente Ferrer Foundation, organised the following events in 
homage to the late Vicente Ferrer:

• "Make it all more human", intercultural workshops for social harmony
•  "Faces and Voices of action", a photographic exhibition showing the work that the Vicente Ferrer 

Foundation has carried out for over forty years with the underprivileged communities of rural India.
• debate session. 
• Film screenings.
•  "Bhumi devi, mother earth", performance of the contemporary music and dance creation, in tribute 

to Vicente Ferrer, at the Zorrilla Theatre in Valladolid.

NIGHT	AND	DAY	OF	MUSEUMS			
15TH AND 18TH MAY

On the 15th of May Valladolid celebrated the "Night of Museums", an initiative which began in Berlin in 
1997 and is now celebrated in over 120 cities in Europe. In this seventh edition in Valladolid, the city’s 
museums remained open until one in the morning. Casa de la India offered the following activities to the 
public that visited that night:

•  Guided visit around the Vicente Ferrer Foundation "Faces and Voices of action" photographic 
exhibition, giving the visitor a view of rural India and the comprehensive development programme 
that the Vicente Ferrer Foundation carries out in two of India’s underprivileged areas.

•  "social Harmony" intercultural workshops. Designed to complement the exhibition, these workshops 
gave the participants the opportunity, through cultural and artistic dynamics and demonstrations, 
to direct their personal and civic skills towards a social model that values cultural diversity and 
understanding between people of different backgrounds, race, culture and religion. The workshops 
were open to the general public.
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The 18th of May, on the other hand, saw the celebration of "International Museum Day" as declared in 
1977 by the International Council of Museums. Casa de la India, together with many of the city’s cultural 
centres and museums, opened their doors to the public giving guided visits to Casa de la India itself and 
to the temporary exhibition, as well as a workshop promoting awareness of Indian culture and, the 2010 
theme of International Museum Day, social harmony. The hour long workshop from 8 to 9 pm was timed 
to bring the day’s events to a successful close.

INDIAN	FESTIVAL	IN	VITORIA		
23RD TO 27TH AUGUST

As part of its cultural activites and after the annual summer fair in honour of the city’s patron saint, 
the Virgen Blanca, Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council organised the event "Introduction to other cultures".  
The Escuela de la India team collaborated in the planning and organisation of the following activites:

•  "coMMitted to anantaPUr", photographic exhibition by Ramón Serrano

•  tHree WorKsHoPs For cHildren: "Discovering India", "Performing arts, dance and mime" 
and "Traditional Indian games", run by the Escuela de la India.

•  conFerences:
"India, the beginnings", by Julia Mendoza. 
"Worship in a temple", by Agustín Pániker. 
"Vicente Ferrer Foundation", by Irune Pascual.

•  FilM screeninGs: 
Salaam Bombay by Mira Nair. Speaker: Irune Pascual.
Song of the Little Road (Pather Panchali) by Satyajit Ray. Speaker: Julia Mendoza.
The Unvaquished (Aparajito), by Satyajit Ray. Speaker: Agustín Pániker. 
The World of Apu (Apur Sansar) de Satyajit Ray. Speaker: Rubén Campos. 

•  docUMentary screeninGs: Mahatma Gandhi followed by the conference "Gandhi and the 
Independance of India". Speaker: Rubén Campos.

•  BollyWood dance Master class. By Suresh and Sunny Singh.

•  iyenGar yoGa sessions. By Eduardo González.

•  PerForMance oF "BHaKti, MUsic and sacred teMPle dances oF india". By the Mónica de 
la Fuente Company.

•  "BollyWood Jai Ho" show by the Bailamos Boollywood Company.
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PRESENTATION	OF	THE	ESCUELA	DE	LA	INDIA’S	EDUCATIONAL	PROGRAMME,	
2010-2011	ACADEMIC	YEAR			
23RD SEPTEMBER

With the aim of publicising the educational programmes offered by Casa de la India, teachers and 
representatives of educational centres from city and county of Valladolid were invited to a presentation 
by the Escuela de la India at the Casa de la India building on the 23rd of September.

A range of fun activities based on the ancient and multicultural aspects of Indian society were 
presented for the 2010-2011 academic year. The aim of this educational programme is to widen the 
range of intercultural awareness and to encourage communication and understanding between people 
of different cultures.

3.3.5. Guided culTuRal VisiTs OF casa de la india
The aim of this programme is encourage schoolchildren to get to know Casa de la India via a programme 
of visits and workshops at Casa de la India.  The visits and workshops are catered to each group of 
students and allow them direct contact with Indian culture. The visit includes a guided tour of the 
building, taking advantage of any exhibitions that may be running at the time to help explain different 
aspects of Indian culture. In 2010, the following visits took place:

GUIDED	VISITS	TO	EXHIBITIONS	
"Faces and Voices oF action": exhibition on loan from the Vicente Ferrer Foundation, 5th to 19th May

This exhibition comprised two sections through which the visitor could learn about the Vicente Ferrer 
Foundation development programme in India by means of an audiovisual montag e with accompanying 
image and text panels, including photographs by Albert Uriach, and through recorded testimonies from 
Anantapur in Andhra Pradesh. The exhibition also included a stand with handicrafts made by over 135 
women from Anantapur.

"MUsic traditions oF india": exhibition of Indian musical instruments, 7th to 28th October

This exhibition included 25 instruments from different parts of the country as a representative display 
of India’s great diversity of musical cultures and traditions.

Escuela de la India gave a didactic perspective to the guided visits to the exhibitions offered to the 
following centres:

• Félix Cuadrado Lomas School Parents Association, Valladolid, 7th of May
• Pino Duero Infants and Primary School, Tudela de Duero, 20th of October
• Julián Marías Secondary School, Valladolid, 20th and 26th of October
• Joaquín Díaz Infants and Primary School, La Cistérniga, 22nd of October
• Viana de Cega Adult Education Centre, 26th of October
• Río Duero Secondary School, Tudela de Duero, 27th of October

3.3.6. didacTic cOnceRTs
These concerts, held at Casa de la India, are of an intercultural and didactic nature and form part of a 
series of activities that begins in the educational centre itself, prior to the concert, and then continues 
after the recital or show, with complementary educational workshops.

DIDACTIC	PERFORMANCE:	INDIAN	MUSIC	AND	INSTRUMENTS
Designed and programmed to take advantage of the exhibition on Indian musical instruments held at 
Casa de la India in October, a series of didactic concerts were organised to allow a closer appreciation of 
the different types of instruments on show.  The audiences were thus given a live and interactive view of 
this aspect of Indian culture thanks to two expert musicians who described and played the instruments 
on display. Music, like the performing arts, forms an essential part of Indian cultural expression and also 
has great spiritual and philosophical importance. The didactic concerts given by Nantha Kumar (tabla) 
and Ido Segal (hamsa vina), were attended by members of the general public as well as by the following 
educational centres:
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• Nuñez de Arce Secondary School, Valladolid.
• Emperador Carlos Secondary School, Medina del Campo. 
• Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School, Valladolid.

3.3.7. educaTiOnal WORksHOPs FOR cHildRen
These workshops were held at Casa de la India, one Saturday a month from January to June. Every 
session dealt with different topics, from Indian performing arts, festivals, daily life and customs, 
traditional games, handicrafts, gastronomy, etc. 

3.4. scHOlaRsHiP and inTeRnsHiP PROGRaMMes in india

SCHOLARSHIPS	FROM	THE	INDIAN	COUNCIL	FOR	CULTURAL	RELATIONS	(ICCR)		
OF	THE	GOVERNMENT	OF	INDIA
Casa de la India collaborated in publicising and informing interested parties of the scholarships offered 
by the Government of India, via the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). The scholarships 
were part of the 2010-2011 academic year Programme for Cultural Exchange between India and Spain.  
The scholarships are aimed at Spanish students wishing to undertake graduate or postgraduate studies, 
or investigation in Indian Universities and Educational Institutions.

FARO	GLOBAL	2010	GRANTS	PROGRAMME	FOR	WORK	EXPERIENCE	IN	INDIA
The FARO Global grants programme is a project managed by the Spanish Ministry of Education that 
encourages University students to take advantage of work experience opportunities in companies in 
Europe, Asia, North America and Canada. The programme is open to all students in their final years of 
undergraduate studies in all Spanish universities and aims to give these students a chance for better 
employment prospects thanks to their improved skills and abilities.

The General Foundation of the University of Valladolid (FUNGE) has been running the FARO Global 
grants programme since 2002. Aware of how the opportunites that this type of work experience, in a 
quality (controlled) company in a rapidly developing country like India, could benefit bilateral corporate 
relations between Spain and India, Casa de la India began a collaboration with the FUNGE in 2010 with 
the following responsbilities to the FARO programme:

•  Active difusion and coordination of the FARO Global grants programme among companies and 
institutions in India, with the aim of obtaining offers for work experience placements for approximately 
7 months.

•  To act as the link between the FUNGE and interested companies, Spanish and Indian, to resolve any 
issues that arise.

•  To provide consultancy services to the FARO Global management team for issues specifically related to 
the grants programme, such as visas, lodging, etc.

•  Maintain an updated country file which includes travel suggestions, useful addresses, as well as other 
information that may be useful to an intern living in India. 

In 2010, the agreement between Casa de la India and the FUNGE meant that a total of 39 students 
undertook their work experience in India. Feedback showed a high rating of satisfaction by both students 
and participating companies.
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4. liBRaRY

Casa de la India’s Library specialises in information about India. On the one hand, the library’s function is 
one of support for Casa de la India’s educational and cultural activities, and, on the other, to encourage 
public access and use of the materials available. Similarly, as a specialised resource centre, its aim is to 
serve as a forum for university members and researchers at a national level.

The library collection specializes in India and comprises printed books, magazines, audiovisual (DVD, 
CD, VCD) and multimedia (CD-ROM) materials. Although most of the resources are in English, there is 
a growing collection in Spanish and there are also materials in various Indian languages such as Hindi, 
Bengali and Malayalam. Library members have access to films, documentaries, music and books - fiction 
(novels, poetry and plays) and non-fiction - organised by subject, philosophy, religion, society, politics, 
economy, travel, history, food and art, and so on.

During 2010, with the intention of giving as many people as possible access to Indian culture, the library 
undertook two tasks: firstly, to continue its acquisitions policy started in 2009 with the aim of increasing 
the number of resources available in Spanish, and secondly, the Casa de la India library catalogue was 
integrated into the Network of Castilla and León Libraries catalogue. The new lending policy means that 
a person can now borrow two books and one audiovisual or multimedia resource at any one time. The 
lending period for books is 15 days and for audiovisual or multimedia material, 7 days. Library users can 
now not only consult the catalogue (http://rabel.jcyl.es), but they can also reserve and renew resources 
on-line.

The Casa de la India library is open to the public from Monday to Friday (except public holidays) from 
10:00 to 14:00 and from 17:00 to 20:00 and can be accessed with either of the following two types of 
membership:

•  Membership of the castilla and león libraries network. This card can be obtained from any of the 
libraries that form part of the RABEL network and must be shown in order to borrow any library 
resource.

•  as a Friend of casa de la india. This card must be shown in order to use the library or Haveli garden 
reading and study areas. Friends of Casa de la India can also benefit from other library services such 
as narrowcasting (selective dissemination of information) and Wi-Fi.
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5.1. V sPain-india TRiBune 14TH AND 15TH OCTOBER

The Spain-India Tribune is a dialogue forum that Casa de la India, Casa Asia and the Indian Council of 
World Affairs (ICWA) offer the civil societies of both countries, with the support and close collaboration 
of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and the Indian Ministry of External Affairs. 

During this fifth edition of the Spain-India Tribune, held for the first time in Madrid on the 14th and 
15th of October, the following were some of the topics discussed: the direction of energy strategies for 
the 21st century, the financial prospects and options for both countries in the global world order, the 
knowledge society, and as a first in this Tribune there was a session on cooperation for security. The 
cultural activities of the tribune began on the 13th of October with the inauguration of "Kerala-Bengala: 
Cross Cultures" a photographic exhibition by Subhrajit Basu, at the National Museum of Anthropology 
in Madrid, followed by the dance and music recital "Nava Rasa" by Mónica de la Fuente and Ravi Prasad.

The inaugural act of the Tribune was held on the 14th of October at the Local Government Studies and 
Training Institute (Instituto de Formación y Estudios del Gobierno Local) in Madrid, and was attended 
by Cristina Garmendia, Spanish Minister for Science and Innovation; Patricia Lázaro, Councillor for 
Institutional Development from the Madrid City Council; Luis Felipe Fernández de la Peña, General 
Director for North America, Asia and the Pacific of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation (MAEC); Antonio Escámez, President of the Spain-India Council Foundation; Ambassador 
Jayant Prasad, Special Secretary at the public diplomacy section of the Indian Ministry of External 
Affairs; and the co-presidents of this Tribune, Ambassador Sudhir T. Devare, General Director of the 
Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) and Elena Pisonero, partner and assistant to the President of 
KPMG Resources S. A.

The Tribune was structured in four debate sessions: the session on energy strategies was attended by 
José Eugenio Salarich, General Director of International Economic Relations and Energy Affairs of the 
Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation (MAEC), Ambassador Shyam Saran, Special Envoy 
of the Prime Minister of India regarding the USA-India Nuclear Agreement and Climate Change, Gonzalo 
Escribano, professor of Applied Economics at the UNED (National Universtity for Distance Learning); 
and Jaime Segarra Culilla, Manager of Nuclear Energy Europe at General Electric and representative of 
the Spanish Nuclear Forum. 

The afternoon session, held at the Instituto Empresa, IE, (Madrid Business Institute), on the knowledge 
society was held with the participation of Santiago Iñiguez de Ozoño, Dean of the IE (Madrid Business 
Institute); José Manuel Martínez Sierra, Coordinator for International Relations of the Spanish Ministry 
of Education; Rafael Argullól i Murgadas, Professor at the Pompeu Fabra University and Dr. Narendra 
Jadhav, member of the Planning Commission of the Government of India.

Friday 15th, the second day of debate and discussion, comprised two more sessions. The first, about 
the current great global economic and geopolitical challenges, was attended by Federico Steinberg, 
professor at the Autonomous University of Madrid and researcher at the Royal Elcano Institute (Real 
Instituto Elcano); Dr. Shankar Acharya, member of the Board of Governors and President of the Board of 
Directors of the Kotak Mahindra Bank and Santiago Fernández de Lis, Director of Analistas Financieros 
Internacionales S.A. (AFI). The last session of the 2010 Tribune was about cooperation in security and 
terrorism and included contributions by Fernando Reinares, Chief Investigator in International Terrorism 
at the Real Instituto Elcano, professor of Political Science and Security Studies at the Rey Juan Carlos 
University; Lieutenant General Satish Nambiar, former Director of the Institution of Unity Service of 
India and Javier Zaragoza, Director of Public Prosecutions, Spain.

The closing, on the 15th of October, was attended by Sujata Mehta, Ambassador of India; Jesús Sanz, 
General Director of Casa Asia; Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India; Manuel de la Cámara, 
Deputy Director General for Continental Asia of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
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(MAEC) and the co-Presidents of the Tribune, Elena Pisonero and Ambassador Sudhir T. Devare, who 
presented conclusions and highlighted the main points discussed during the two days of dialogue.

Representatives of civil society, government administrations and the business world from both countries 
participated in this fifth edition of the Spain-India Tribune that was organised with the collaboration of 
the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, the Indian Ministry of External Affairs, the 
Embassy of India in Spain. The Embassy of Spain in India, the Spain-India Council Foundation, Madrid 
City Council and the Instituto Empresa, IE, (Madrid Business Institute).

5.2. PaRTiciPaTiOn in Business eVenTs

VISIT	TO	FITUR	BY	THE	INDIAN	MINISTER	FOR	TOURISM,	HOUSING	AND	URBAN	POVERTY	
ALLEVIATION,	KUMARI	SELJA		
21ST JANUARY, MADRID

The Spanish Ministry for Tourism organised a reception in honour of the Indian Minister for Tourism, 
Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, Kumari Selja on the 21st of January, during the thirtieth edition 
of FITUR (International Tourism Trade Fair) held in Madrid, The Director of Casa de la India participated 
in the reception which included a presentation of cultural and tourism promotional activities. The event 
was held at the Westin Palace Hotel in Madrid and was preceded by a meeting between Spanish public 
and private sector tourism industry professionals and representatives of the Indian Ministry of Tourism.

MEETING	WITH	THE	INDIAN	MINISTER	FOR	RENEWABLE	ENERGIES,	DR.	FAROOQ	ABDULLAH		
20TH MAY, MADRID

On Thursday the 20th of May at the Hotel Villamagna in Madrid, the Spain-India Council Foundation held 
a working breakfast meeting focused on renewable energy that was attended by the Indian Minister 
for Renewable Energies, Farooq Abdhullah. Other institutional representatives at the meeting included 
the Ambassador of India to Spain, Sujata Mehta, the President of the Spain-India Council Foundation, 
Antonio Escámez, the Secretary General for Foreign Trade of the Spanish Ministry of Industry, Tourism 
and Trade, Alfredo Bonet, the Director General of International Economic Relations and Energy Affairs 
of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Rafael Conde de Saro and other guests and 
representatives of the Spain-India Council Foundation.

Minister Abdullah spoke not only of the collaboration between the two countries in terms of the energy 
sector but also about developing relations in many other fields. Almost eighty Spanish and ten Indian 
private energy sector companies attended the meeting.

The Spanish companies were able to ask the Minister and his team about different aspects of relations 
between the renewable energy sectors of both countries, and also make contact with the representatives 
of the Indian companies present.
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GLOBAL	INDIA	BUSINESS	SUMMIT			
21ST TO 23RD JUNE, MADRID

The Global India Business Summit began on the 21st of June at the Westin Palace in Madrid. The event 
was organized by Horasis and co-hosted by Casa Asia, ICEX-INVEST IN SPAIN, Madrid City Council, 
PromoMadrid and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI). The objective of 
this Summit was to analyse the globalisation of Indian companies as well as the business and investment 
opportunities that India can offer western markets, both for providing and receiving investment.

Numerous CEOs of Spanish, European, North American and Indian companies, as well Spanish and Indian 
government representatives were present at the inauguration of the Summit including the Spanish 
Minister for Industry, Tourism and Trade, Miguel Sebastián and the Indian Minister of Commerce and 
Industry, Anand Sharma during the summit. The Indian Minister met with the Mayor of Valladolid and 
President of Casa de la India, Francisco Javier León de la Riva, who attended the Summit inauguration 
with the Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez.

INDIAN	MISSION	ON	AFFORDABLE	HOUSING	AND	CONSTRUCTION		
23RD TO 25TH JUNE, MADRID, VALLADOLID, BARCELONA

From the 23rd to the 25th of June a strong Indian delegation of 20 politicians and businesspeople related 
to the housing sector (construction companies, architects, designers etc.) visited Spain. Organised by 
the EuroIndia Centre (based in La Rochelle, France) in coordination with Casa de la India, the delegation 
went to Barcelona, Madrid and Valladolid, where they also had business meetings.

The participants were particularly interested in learning about European models of sustainable urban 
development for public social housing projects and private housing projects aimed at the upper-middle 
classes and the efficient yet low cost building materials employed. The delegation was able to meet 
architects, engineers, experts in urban planning, landscape gardeners etc. similar to those in their own 
companies and look for European partners for their projects, whilst exploring different financial models. 
This was also a unique opportunity for Spanish companies in these fields to embark on projects in India.

The delegation was headed by the Chief Secretary of the State of Maharashtra and included the 
Housing Secretaries of Maharashtra, Karnataka and Haryana. The visit was spurred by the ground-
breaking Rajiv Awas Yojana Programme started by the Government of India to erradicate slums in India.  
The programme allocates funding for social housing projects on a national level with the aim of 
encouraging the construction of subsidised housing at the same time as residencial housing complexes 
for the middle classes.

The delegation visited Barcelona on the 23rd of June where they participated in presentations with 
architects from the Barcelona Housing Board followed by three field visits to housing projects which 
were organised by Barcelona City Council. On the 24th of June the delegation visited Madrid where 
they attended presentations by public administration professionals, architects, property developers and 
private companies at the organiser PromoMadrid’s head offices.

The briefing session and activities in Valladolid were held on the 25th of June at the Castilla and Léon 
Regional Government building in Arroyo de la Encomienda, Valladolid. The day’s events were organised 
by the International Cooperation Area of the ADEuropa Foundation, Casa de la India, the Council for 
Regional Chambers of Commerce, the Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Valladolid City Council, 
with the aim of encouraging companies from the Castilla and León Region to become more active in the 
international market.
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IV	EUROINDIA	CITY	SUMMIT			
10TH TO 12TH OCTOBER, HALLE (SAALE) GERMANY

After the successful EuroIndia City Summits that took place in India (Goa, 2007 and 2008) and in Europe 
(Valladolid, 2009), the EuroIndia Centre held its fourth Summit in Halle (Saale), Germany, from the 10th 
to the 12th of October with the title "City Vision: Reinventing Dynamic and Sustainable Cities". The Mayor 
of Valladolid, Francisco Javier León de la Riva, and the Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, 
attended the Summit as representatives of members of the EuroIndia network and also as hosts of the 
previous City Summit that was held in October 2009 in Valladolid.

Many mayors and leaders of Indian and European Cities, public officials from European regions and 
Indian states, local investors, businesspeople, academic and research institutions, architects and other 
professionals and NGOs were invited to participate in the diverse sessions of the Summit organised by 
Halle City Council, the EuroIndia Centre and the Confederation of Indian Industries (CII). These were the 
main objectives of the Summit:

•  To evaluate the best European and Indian sustainable urban practices through presentations, 
discussions and debates beween experts and field visits, focussing on sustainability, the environment 
and renewable energies.

•  To interact with the most innovative Indian and European cities, regions and states and those with 
interest in starting co-operative partnerships in the areas that form part of the K.I.T.E. strategy for 
urban governance:  Knowledge management, Investment and business, Tourism and Excellence.

•  To take advantage of working meetings with companies, public representatives of European and Indian 
cities and regions in order to start investment and business projects.

During this Summit, the EuroIndia Centre introduced the ESCA award "The EuroIndia Environmental 
Sustainability City Award", a programme that will be started to award the European and Indian cities 
that are most innovative in the field of environmental sustainability, and also to the company, body or 
technical institute associated with developement and design of this project.

SEMINAR	ON	INDIA	AT	THE	VALLADOLID	CHAMBER	OF	COMMERCE			
11TH NOVEMBER

On the 11th of November the Ambassador of India to Spain, Sujata Mehta, and the Counsellor for 
Commerce, Jayant Khobragade, visited the Valladolid Chamber of Commerce to particiapate in a 
seminar whose objective was to bring together companies from Vallladolid and Castilla and León that 
are interested in starting business projects in or with India. The presentations by the Counsellor and 
the Ambassador gave a broad overview of the business opportunites available in India and a specific 
analysis of the opportunities India can offer to businesspeople from Vallladolid and Castilla and León. 
Emphasis was also placed on the cultural and administrative issues that must be considered before 
starting a business in India or a commercial relationship with an Indian company. The seminar was 
organised by the Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Industry in collaboration with Casa de la India 
and was attended by over 30 companies from companies from Castilla and León.
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5.3.  cOOPeRaTiOn in culTuRe and sOcieTY 
and educaTiOn 

5.3.1. seMinaRs and MeeTinGs ORGanised BY casa de la india

SPAIN-INDIA	COOPERATION	SEMINAR			
5TH APRIL

India, with its complex social, political, economic and cultural reality is increasingly being called on to 
play an important role in the new world order of the 21st century.

Spain-India relations are growing fast, especially in the areas of commerce and business and this growth 
should be reflected in academic, cultural and scientific-technological fields, as well as in the creation of 
institutional networks that facilitate and channel these relations. Thus the organisation of the Spain–
India Cooperation Seminar was particularly significant as a means of analysing cooperation between 
the two countries in many contexts: in the areas of culture, education and society given the growing 
economic and political contact, sustainable development, in different fields (public administration, 
institutional programmes, private bodies, NGOs, cooperation between cities etc.) and sectors (cultural 
industries for the performing arts, music, plastic arts, fashion, cinema, architecture, gastronomy, sport, 
cooperation for development, etc.).

The Seminar was organised with the support of the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for 
Development (AECID) and in collaboration with the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
(MAEC), the Spain-India Foundation Council and the Spanish Ministry of Culture. Expert speakers analysed 
Spain-India relations in the areas of politics, economy and international relations, cooperation between 
cities, and culture and society in four consecutive sessions, detailing the priorities for cooperation 
between Spain and India and programmes that need to be developed in specific areas that are of 
particular importance for both countries. The seminar was inaugurated by Francisco Javier León de la 
Riva, President of Casa de la India and Mayor of Valladolid. Session participants included: José Eugenio 
Salarich, General Director for Asia Pacific of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
(MAEC); Rafael Conde de Saro, Director General of International Economic Relations and Energy Affairs 
of the MAEC, and representative of the Spain-India Foundation Council; Ion de la Riva, Ambassador of 
Spain to India; Carlos Alberdi, General Director for Cultural and Scientific Relations, AECID; Guillermo 
Corral, General Director for Cultural Policies and Industries of the Spanish Ministry of Culture, Andrés 
Martínez Estévez, Head of Department for International Technology Cooperation Programmes, Centre 
for Industrial Technological Development (CDTI) of the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation; 
Rosario Alburquerque, Deputy Director of the Institute of Cinematography and Audiovisual Arts (ICAA) 
of the Spanish Ministry of Culture; Fernando Rubio, Councillor Delegate to the Presidency, Valladolid City 
Council; Telma Ortiz, Deputy Project Manager, Department of International Relations, Barcelona City 
Council; Félix Colsa, General Director for Migratory Policies and Cooperation for Development, Castilla 
and Léon Regional Government; and Jordi Folgado, Director of the Vicente Ferrer Foundation.
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HOMAGE	TO	VICENTE	FERRER			
5TH TO 19TH MAY

In homage to Vicente Ferrer (an exceptional Spanish social worker who passed away in 2009 in India), Casa 
de la India organised a series of events, in collaboration with Valladolid County Council, the University of 
Valladolid, the Vicente Ferrer Foundation, Valladolid County Council, and the Social Projects Department 
of the Caja de Burgos. The tribute began with the inauguration of the exhibition "Faces and Voices of 
Action" at Casa de la India by Jordi Folgado, Director of the Vicente Ferrer Foundation. This photographic 
exhibition shows the work that the Vicente Ferrer Foundation has carried out for over forty years focussing 
on cooperation projects for development in India.

The first day of the tribute ended with an emotive cultural programme which took place at the Zorrilla 
Theatre in Valladolid. The proceeds of the performance of the contemporary music and dance creation by 
musician Ravi Prasad, percussionist Nantha Kumar and the Mónica de la Fuente Dance Company, "Bhumi 
Devi, mother earth", were donated to the Vicente Ferrer Foundation towards one of their cooperation 
projects in India.

WORKING	GROUP	FOR	FASHION	PROFESSIONALS	AND	INSTITUTIONS	
I	SPAIN-INDIA	FASHION	MEETING
28TH JUNE, MADRID

At the Museo del Traje (National Costume Museum) in Madrid a working group for fashion professionals and 
institutions was held on the 28th of June as part of the first Spain-India Fashion Meeting. The Meeting was 
organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the Association of Creators of Spanish Fashion, Glam 
Management, the National Costume Museum, the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council, and the 
Spain-India Council Foundation.

Fashion professionals, designers, industry representatives and institutions from Spain and India analysed 
the real presence of their respective fashions in India and Spain and looked at possible promotion and 
marketing campaigns and strategies specific to the "Spain" brand in India and vice versa.

Proposals were put forward suggesting initiatives whereby, through the collaboration of various 
institutions, Spain could become a point of reference for the fashion world and creating new trends in 
India, and also to promote Indian fashion in Spain for its creativity and as a growing competitor in the 
world market. The participants included: Modesta Lomba, as President of the Association of Creators of 
Spanish Fashion (ACME); Agatha Ruiz de la Prada, designer and member of the Board of Directors of ACME; 
Lucia Cordeiro, Executive Director of ACME; Ángel Asensio, President of the Spanish Intertextile Council 
and President of the Spanish Clothing Federation; Diana Fernández, Director of Studies of the Politécnica 
University in Madrid; Concha Hernández, curator of the exhibition "20 Costumes for Europe"; José María 
Hernando Moreno, representative of the Spanish Institute of Foreign Trade (ICEX) of the Spanish Ministry 
of Trade and Commerce and Pola Iglesias, representative of Madrid International Fashion Week. The Indian 
participants included Tulika Mahanty, responsible for Spain at the National Institute of Fashion Technology 
(NIFT), Bhani Jha, Deacon at NIFT and representative of the Fashion Design Council of India (FDCI); Sudhir 
Kumar, Counsellor at the Embassy of India in Spain; Ritu Kumar, designer and member of the Fashion Design 
Council of India (FDCI); Saha Prasansha, representative of OGAAN and designer Jivi Sethi.
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5.3.2. OTHeR PROGRaMMes and eVenTs

CRISTOBAL	GABARRóN	FOUNDATION	AND	EL	NORTE	DE	CASTILLA	LITERARY	LUNCH	
29TH APRIL

The Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, participated in this II Literary Lunch organised by 
the newspaper El Norte de Castilla and the Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation at the AC Palacio de Santa 
Ana Hotel. The chief guest was Sami Näir, philosopher and sociologist, winner of the 2006 Gabarrón 
International Award for Lifetime Achievement and was chaired by D. Carlos Aganzo, Director of El Norte 
de Castilla.

INDIAN	STUDENTS	FROM	THE	IE	BUSINESS	INSTITUTE	VISIT	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA			
15TH MAY

On the 15th of May a delegation of Indian students accompanied by their professors at the Instituto 
Empresa, (IE Business Institute) visited Casa de la India to learn more about the Foundation and explore 
the possibility of organising events together for IE students. This visit was coordinated by the Centre for 
Asian Studies of University of Valladolid.

PARTICIPATION	IN	THE	AHMEDABAD	HERITAGE	WEEK	FESTIVAL			
23RD NOVEMBER, AHMEDABAD

As part of the Friendship Protocol between the cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad, Casa de la India 
collaborated with Valladolid City Council in the organisation of an exhibition about Valladolid’s historical 
and cultural heritage which was inaugurated in Ahmedabad City Council’s main building, Sardar Patel 
Bhavan, on the 23rd of November. The exhibition, titled "Valladolid, Heritage and Light", was organised 
as part of Ahmedabad Heritage Week and showed Valladolid’s heritage sites as an enviroment-
friendly tourist attraction reminding us that the main basis for the for Friendship Protocol are heritage 
conservation and the promotion of tourism.

The exhibition was inaugurated with the new Mayor of Ahmedabad, Asit Vora and members of 
Ahmedabad’s Conservation Department including Debashish Nayak, Director of the Ahmedabad 
Heritage Cell; the Pro Vice-Chancellor of Internationalisation and University Extension of University 
of Valladolid, Luis Santos Domínguez; President of the Association of Architects of Valladolid, Ignacio 
Zarandona; University of Valladolid architects, Alberto Grijalba and Julio Grijalba, and Director of Casa 
de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez. After the inauguration of the exhibition in Ahmedabad there was a 
seminar titled "Architecture and Sustainable Development", organised by the Ahmedabad Municipal 
Council in collaboration with Casa de la India, University of Valladolid, Valladolid City Council and with 
the support of the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). 

REPRESENTATIVES	OF	THE	JAL	BHAGIRATHI	FOUNDATION	VISIT	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA			
3RD DECEMBER

On the 3rd of December executives of the Jal Bhagirathi Foundation Prithvi Raj Singh, Member of the 
administrative Council, and Kanupriya Harish, Project Director visited Casa de la India to introduce us to 
the various projects the Foundation is involved with in Marwar, Rajasthan, regarding water management 
and sustainability in the region. This meeting was one of a series of meetings arranged for this Indian 
foundation in Spain by the Spain-India Council Foundation.

WORK	EXPERIENCE	IN	INDIA	WITH	THE	FARO	GLOBAL	2010	GRANTS	PROGRAMME
An agreement between Casa de la India and the FUNGE of the University of Valladolid meant that through 
the FARO Global 2010 programme, a total of 39 grants were given to Spanish students enabling them to 
carry out their work experience in India. Indian companies and institutions offered work placements in 
a wide range of sectors covering tourism, museum studies, architecture, cooperation for development, 
cinema, culture, Spanish language, IT, construction, finance, food, etc. 
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